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ADVERTISEMENT. 



To speak of living characters " in 
title language of truth, and not of ad- 
ulation/' is a most unwelcome but the 
imperious duty of the biographer ; un- 
irelcome, because it is not garnished 
with the sweets of flattery ; imperious, 
Because the Historic Muse forbids the 
use of false -colouring. 

Truth is the sturdy mastiff which 
guards the portals of the Historic 
Muse. In whaterer wajr the votaries 
of ^ false ambition may have attempted 
to elude his vigilance, he is certain to 
let them arrive at the destined goal, 
isimply garbed in their own habili- 
ments, regardless of the mantle of pa- 
triotism or in^my, attempted to be 
thrown over them, by themselves, their 
friends, or their foes, in defiance of 
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their own actions/ To Truth, the sac^ 
eharine juice of the fbrmer, and the tart 
of the latter^ are equally unpalatahle. 

Chance and circamstances have 
sometimes thrown nren into stations to 
which^ by their religion, education, and 
habits, it would seem nature never in- 
tended them. Whcg^ hurled into* the 
current. Fortune, regardless of their 
real merits, oft appears to roll her fa? 
vours upon them, in a ceaseless stream. 
Like birds in borrowed plumage, they 
bask in the sunshine of power, robed in 
others' fame. 

AVhen a man worms himself into 
public notice, his motives are quickly 
scanned : He flutters his ephemeral 
day like the gaudy butterfly, and the 
winter of Time displays nought but the 
corruptions of bis carcase. His actions 
are only appreciated from his motives, 
and his good or ill fame is proportion* 
ate to their favourable or successful 
results. 
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The attainment of a theoretic and 
practical knowledge of the military 
art, sufficient for the higher grades of 
command, i^th some men, is the em- 
ployment of years ; with others, appa- 
rently, the husiness of a day. Solid 
w^orth flows from experience, talents, 
integrity, and capacity^. Animal conr* 
age alone, is but a small constituent 
in the formation of a great miUtaiy 
character. 

These remarks we of general, not 
individual import, inasmuch as their 
bearings are intended alone for the 
meridian of those who owe their eleva- 
tion to their being the mere heralds of 
^reat events ; or who fawn and flatter 
those to whom a nation has confided 
the direction of its m4>st important 
concerns* 
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3RIGAl>IER-GENERAb 

ZEBULON MONTGOMERY PfKB. 

The fortuitoas events of moments, like the 
throws of a volcano, sometimes belch forth heroes^ 
while others become so from their birth, habits 
and education. The family of General rtke, 
were among the first settlers of New-Jersey, and 
tradition preserves the name, in remote ancestry, 
of Captain John Pike, as a distinguished, gallant 
and brave soldier in defence of that colony, in 
the early Indian wars to which it was subjected. 

Zebulon M. Pike wai^born at aplace called 
Alamatunk, now by corruption Laniberton,* in 
New- Jersey. > His father, jvhose name was Zebu- 
lon, was an officer in the army oftHe United States, 
at the time of his son's birth, and never rose high- 
er than the rank of Major. After having receiv- 
ed a common school education, in early youth, 
Zebulon Montgomery entered as a cadet into a 
•company then under his father's command, in which 
he served some time on the U, S. western frontiers. 

* Another Biographer makes him a native of 
Woodbridgc. 
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Thus it may be justly said, that he had been al- 
most nurtured a soldier from his cradle. His 
deficiency of early education was subsequently 
supplied by a close and ardent study — hence he 
became a proficient in the Latin, French, and 
(afterwards in the) Spanish languages, aud was 
skilled in the mathematical and astronomical sci- 
ences, the fruits of industrious application. 

A short lapse of time intervened, when the com- 
mission of ensign and afterwards lieutenant in the 
1st regiment of the U. S. Infantry, was given him. 
Spurning idleness in the calm of peace, he whiled 
away his time in the acquisition of useful knpw- 
ledge. But he panted for glory and martial 
renown. He seemed to be indued with a spirit 
not ill-suited to the chivalric notions of the middle 
ages. Notwithstanding the multifarious objects 
which attracted his attention in the pursuit of 
knowledge, Cupid seems to have inflicted a wound 
in Uis bosom, for Hymen spread his net, and our 
hero was caught in the enticing snare. 

In March 1801, he married a Miss Clarissa 
Brown, of Cincinatti, Kentucky, who bore hiin 
several children, only one of whom (a daughter) 
survives. • 

Among other habits \)f mental discipline, Pike 
had a practice of inserting upon the blank pages 
of some favourite volume, such striking maxims 
of morality, or sentiments of honour, as occurred 
in his reading, or were suggested by his owi\,re- 
flecti'ons. He used a small edition of Dodsley^s 
" Economy of Human Life," for this purpose. 
Soon after his marriage, he presented this volume 
to his wife, who still preserves it as one of th^ 
most precious memorials of her husband's virtues. 
An extract from one of the manuscript pages x>f 
tliis volume was published in a periodical work 
soon after his death, it was written as a conti* 
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naation of the article " Sincerity," and is strong* 
ly characteristic of the author, 

" Should ray country call for the sacrifice of 
that life which has been devoted to her ser\^icc 
from early youth, most willingly shall she receive 
it- The sod which covers the brJive shall be 
moistened by the tears of love and friendship ; 
but if I fall far from ray friends, and from you, 
my Clara, remember that ' the choicest tears 
which are ever shed, are those which bedew the 
nnburied head pf a soldier,' and when these lines 

shall meet the eyes of our young let the 

pages of this little book be impressed on his mind 
as the gift of a father who had nothing to bequeath 
but his honour, and let these maxims be ever pre- 
sent to bis mind as he rises from youth to man- 
hood ; ' 

"1. Preserve your honour free from blemish. 

«* 2L Be always ready to die for your country. 

"Z.M.Pike. 

*' Kaskaskias, Indiana Territory." 

On the old peace establishment of our army, 
then composed only of a few re^ments, and em- 
ployed altogether in garrisoning a few frontier 
posts, promotion was slow, and the field of action 
Ifmited and obscure. For several years, Lieute- 
nant Pike panted in vain for an opportunity of 
gratifying that " all-ruling passion,^' which, to 
use his own words, "swayed him irresistibly to 
the profession of arms, and the pursuits of mili- 
tary glory." 

At length, in 1805, a new career of honourable 
distinction was opened to tliis active and aspir- 
ing youth." Soon after the purchase of Louisiana* 
the government of the United States determined 
upon taking measures to explore their new ter- 
ritory, and that immense tract of wilderness in- 
cluded within its limits. Besicies ascertaining its 
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geographical boundaries, it was wishecf to acqmre" 
some knowledge of its soil and natural produc- 
tions, of the course of its rivers, and their fitness 
for the purposes of navigation and other uses of 
civiliiied life> and also to gain particular infor- 
mation of the numbers, character, and power, of 
the tribes of Indians who inhabited this territory, 
and their several dispositions towards the United "s 
States. With these views, while Captains Ijewiy 
and Clarke were sent to explore the unknown 
sources of the Missouri, Pike was despatched on a 
similar expedition for the purpose of tracing the 
Mississippi to its head. 

Onthe9tlr of August, 1805, Pike accordingly 
embarked at St. Louis, and proceeded up the 
Mississippi, with twenty men, in a stout boat, pro- 
visioned for four months, but they were soon ob- 
liged to leave their boats and proceed on their 
journey by land, or in canoes, which they built, 
and carried with them on their march, after leav- 
ing their large boat. Pike's own journal ha^ 
been for some time before the public, and affords ^ 
a much more satisfactory narrative of the expe- 
dition than the narrow limits of a work of thig 
kind can allow. For eight months and twen^ 
days this adventurous soldier and his faithful band 
were almost continually exposed to hardship and 
peril, depending for provisions upon the preca- 
rious fortunes of the chase, enduring the most 
piercing cold, and cheerfully ' submitting to the 
most constant and harassing toils. They were 
sometimes for days together without ibod, and 
they frequently slept without cover on the bare 
earth, or the snow, during the bitterest inclemency 
of a northern winter. During this voyage. Pike 
had no intelligent companion upon whom he could 
rely for any sort of advice or aid, and he literally 
peribrmed the duties of astronomer, surveyor. 
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oonunanding officer, clerk, spy, guide, and hun- 
ter, frequently preceding the party for many 
miles in order to reconnoitre, or rambling tor, 
whole days in search of deer or other game for 
provision ; and then returning to his men in the 
evening hungry and fatigued, he would sit down 
ID the open air to copy by the light of a fire the 
notes of his journey, and to plot out the courses 
of the next day. 

His conduct towards the Indians was marked 
fntfa equal good sense, firmness, and humanity ; 
he every where, without violence err fraud, in- 
duced them to submit to the government of the 
United States, and he made use of the authority 
of his country to put an end to a savage warfare 
which bad for many years been carried on with 
the utmost cruelty and rancour between the Sioux 
and the Chippeivays, two of the most powerful 
nations of Aborigines remaining on the North 
American contiujent. He also every where en* 
forced with etkct the laws of the United State* 
against supplying the savages with spirituous li*- 
quors. Thus, while he wrested their tomahawks 
from their hands, and compelled them to bury the 
hatchet, he defended them from their own vices, 
and in the true spirit ofhumanity and honour, re- 
jected with disdain that cruel and dastardly policy 
which seeks the security of the civilized man in 
the debasement of the savage. 

In addition to the other objects of Pike's mis- 
jion, as specifically detailed in bis instructions, 
he conceived that his duty as a soldier required of 
Um an investigation of the views and conduct of 
llie British traders, within the limits of our juris* 
diction, and an inquiry into the exact limits of the 
territories of the United States and Great Britain^ 
This duty he performed, says the author of a for- 
Pd^r sketch of his biography, with the bojldness of 

1* 
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a soldier and the politeness of a gentleman ; he 
might have justly added, with the disinterejsted- 
ness of a man of honour, and the ability and dis- 
cretion of an enlightened politician. He found 
that the N. W. Company, by extending their es- 
tablishments and commerce far within the bounds 
of the United States, and even into the very ceiitre. 
of Louisiana, were thus enabled to introduce 
their goods without duty or license into our ter- 
' ritories, to the very great injury of the revenue, 
as well as to the complete exclusion of our own 
countrymen from all competition in this trade. 
He perceived, besides, that these establishments 
were made subservient to the purposes of obtain* 
ing an influence over the savages, dangerous to 
the peace and injurious to the honour and cha- ■ 
racter of our government, and he thought it evi- 
dent that iti case of a rupture between the two 
powers, all these posts would be used as rallying 
points for the enemy, and as places of deposit 
for arm§ to be distributed to the Indians, to the 
infinite annoyance, if not total ruin, of all the ad* 
joining territories. 

An opportunity was now presented to him of 
enriching himself for life, by merely using Ihe 
power vested in him by law, and Seizing upon the 
immense property of the company which he found 
illegally introduced within our territory. But 
liaving been hospitably received at one of their 
principal posts, his high sense of honour would 
not permit him to" requite their hospitality by a 
rigorous execution of the laws. It is probable, too, 
that he thought so violent a measure might lead 
t6 collisions between the two governments, with- 
out tending to produce any permanent benejScial 
efiect, and he cheerfully sacrificed all views of 
personal interest to what he conceived to be, the 
true interest and hooQur of his country. By 
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ideans of reprimands and threats to the inferior 
traders, and a frank and spirited remonstrance ta 
the director of the Fond du^Lac department, he 
succeeded in procuring A stipulation, that in fu- 
ture, no attempt should be made to influence any 
Indian on political afiairs, or any subjects foreign 
to trade, and that measures should be immediately 
taken to prevent the display of the British flag^ 
or any other mark of power, within our domi- 
nion ; together with a promise that such repre- 
sentations should be immediately made to the 
company, and such an arrangement effected with 
regard to duties, as would hei*eafter set that ques-^ 
Hon at rest. 

His conduct with regard to this subject was, at 
the time, viewed with cold approbation, but the 
events of the present war have borne ample tes- 
timony to his 'sagacity and foresight. 

Within two months after his return from this* 
expedition. Pike was selected by General Wil- 
kinson for a second perilous journey of hardship^ 
and adventure. The principal purpose of thu 
expedition was, like that of the farmer, to explore 
the interior o( Louisiana. He was directed to 
embark at St L«ouis with the Chage captives^, 
(about forty in number,) who had been rescued 
from their enemies, the Potowatomies, by the in- 
te^erence of our government, and to transport 
iSeA to the principal village of their nation ; and 
he was instructed to take ^s opportunity to 
bring about interviews between the different sa- 
vage nations, and to endeavour to assuage, ani-% 
mosities, and establish a permanent peace among 
them. He was^ after accomplishing these objectSi 
to continue his route into the interior, and to ex- 
plore the Missilssippi and its tributary streams,, 
especially the Arkansaw and Red River, and thus 
to^ ^ acquire such geographiQal information m^ 
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saight enable government to enter into definitive - 
arrangements for a boundary line between our 
newly acquired territory apd North Mexico. 

In the course of this second journey, our ad- 
venturous soldier, ^fter leaving the Osage village, 
encountered hardships, in comparison of which 
the severities of his former journey seemed to him 
ease and luxury. 

Winter overtook the party unprovided with any 
clothing fit to protect them from cold and storms* 
Their horses died, and for weeks they were ob- 
liged to explore their way, 6n foot, through the 
wilderness, carrying packs of sixty or seventy 
pounds weight, beside their arms, exposed to the 
bitterest severity of the cold^ relying solely pn the 
produce of the chase for subsistence, and oftea 
for two or three days altogether without food* 
This part of .his journal contains a narrative of a 
series of sufferings sufiicient to make the ^' super- 
fluous and lust-dieted" son of luxury shudder ai 
the bare recital. Several of the m^n had their 
feet frozen^ and all, except Pike and one other, 
were in some degree injured by the intensity of 
tike Go)d« He thus relates the history of two oi 
these dreary days : 

" ISth/anuary^ Swiiap.. — The doctor and myr 
seljf, wJvo formerly wer^ untouched by the fro^ 
IvexU out lo hunt something to preserve existei 
nea^r ey^niug w.e wiMjnded a buffipdo with ftu 
brills, but had the mortification to Si^e h^^ ruA P^ff* 
m>t withstanding. We concluded it was u^eles^ to 
go boin^ jto add if> iixe general gloom, and went^ 
f^ongst some rocks, where we eo^icamped, aud sal 
y^iSkll nighty from the intense cold it was imposi- 
s^e to sleep. Hungry atid without cover, 
, <«J9ib /armar^y Monday. rr^.e again toojk the 
fi^4^ and after crawling ^bout one mile in. the 
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a gang of buffaloes, and could plainly perceive 
two or three to be badly wounded^ but by accident 
they took the wind of us, and, to our great morti- 
ficatidD, all were able to run off. By this time I 
bad become extremely weak and faint, it being-the 
fourth day since we had received sustenance, •^ all 
ef which we were marching hard, and the last 
night had scarcely closed our eyes to sleep. We 
were inclining our course to a point of woods, de- 
termined to remain absent and die by ourselves, 
rather than return to our camp and behold the 
misery of our poor lads, when we discovered a 
ang of buffaloes coming, along at some distance, 
ith great exertions, I made out to run and place 
myself behind some cedars, and by the greatest 
good luck the first shot stopped one, which we kille<|' 
in three more shots, and by the dusk had cut each 
of us a heavy load, with which we determined im-» 
mediately to proceed to the camp, in order to re- 
lieve the anxiety of our men, and carry nie poor 
fellows some food. We arrived there about twelve 
o'clock, and when I threw my load down, it was 
with difficulty I prevented myself from falling ; 1 
was attacked with a giddiness of the head, which 
lasted for some minutes. On the countenances of 
the men was not a frown, nor a desponding eye, 
but all seemed happy to hail their officer and com-* 
panions, yet not a mouthful had they eat for four 
days. On demanding what were their thoughU, 
the Serjeant replied, the most robust had deter- 
mined to set out in search of us on the morrow, 
and not return unless they found us or bad killed 
something to preserve the lives of their starving 
companions.'' , 

In the course of this long, toilsome, and perilous 
march. Pike displayed a degree of personal hero- 
ism and hardihood, united with a prudence and 
sagacity which, had they been exerted on some 
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mdertb^atre; of actioa would have done, hosiom 
tp the most renowned general. The reader, may, 
perhaps, smile at this remark, as one of the wild 
exaggerations ;of a biographer anxious to dignify 
the character of this hero, but the truth is, that. 
. great men owe much of their splendour to exter- 
nal circumstances, and if Hannibal had made hh, 
famous, march across, the Alps at the head ofa^ 
company of foot, instead of an army, his name, if 
it had reached us, would have come down to pos-. 
terity with, much less dignity than that of our har- 
dy countryman. There are passages in Pike's, 
journal of his second, expedition, w^hich, had they, 
bee^ foundy with proper alterations of place an4 
circumstance, related by Plutarch or Livy ofon^, 
of their heroes, would, have been cited by every. 
^tH>plbQy. a3 ex^ippicis of npiilitary and heroic virr 
tue* Take, for instance, the account of Pil^e^a 
firm and prudent conduct in. repressing the first 
s^ptoms of discontent in hjis little band, andhisi 
sid^essi upon this occasion to the mutineer^ and 
they will be found to need but little of the usual 
embelUsbments of an eloquent historian, to bQ 
made worthy pf BannjbaJ himself. 

" 24tb January, S^Uurday. — We sallied out ii| 
the. morning, and shortly after perceived our littte 
band, omrching through the snow, (about two and 
a: half feet deep,) silent, and with downcast couo* 
tenances^ We joined them, and learnt that they, 
findij^ the snow to fall so thickly that it was imn 
pp$si)>le to proceed, had encamped, about one 
p'c^lock the preceding day. As I found all thQ 
buffaloes had quitted the plains, I determined to 
attempt the traverse of the mountain, in which we 
persevered until the snow became so deep it was 
impossible to proceed, when I again turned my 
face to the plain, and for the first time in the voy- 
9S^ fomnd. myself discouraged, and for the first 
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time I heard a nkan express hhnself ma seditious 
manner ; he exclaimed, ' that it was more than 
human nature could bear, to march three da}rs 
without sustenance, through snows three feet deep, 
and carry budens only fit for horses,' &c. &c. 

" As I knew very well the fidelity and attach- 
ment of the majority of the men, atid even of this 
poor fellow, and that it was in my power to chas- 
tise him when I thought proper, I passed it by for 
the moment, determined to notice it at a more 
auspicious time. We dragged our weary and 
emaciated limbs along until about ten o'clock. 

The doctor and myself, who were in advance, dis- 
covered some buffaloes on the plain, when we left 
our loads and orders written on the snow, to pro- 
ceed to the nearest woods to encamp. We went 
in pursuit of the buffaloes, which were on the 

"inove. 

"The doctor, who was then less reduced than 
inyself, ran and got behind a hUl, and shot one 

^Aby^Uj wiiich stopped the remainder. We crawled 
up to the dead one, and shot from him as many as 
twelve or fourteen times among the gang, when 

' tliey removed out of sight. We then proceeded 
to cut up the one we had shot, and after procuring 
i6ach of us a load of the meat, we marched for the 
camp, the smoke of which was in view. We ar- 
rived at the camp to the great joy of our brave 
lads, who immediately feasted sumptuously. Af- 
ter our repast, I sent for the fad who had pre- 
sumed to speak discontentedly ill the course of the 

* day, and addressed him to the following effect : 
* Brown, you this day presumed to make use bf 

' language w hich was seditious and mutinous f I 

'tfa^n passed it over, pitying your situation, and 

" attributing it to your distressj rather than to ycfar 
inclination to sow discohtetit aitw>ngstthe party. 

"Had I reserved provisions for' ourselves, whilst 
^Ott were starving ; had we been marching alc^ " 
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Jight Sz; at our ease, whilst you were weighed down 
with your burden, then you would have had some 
pretext for your observations ; but([when we were 
equally hungry, weary, emaciated, and charged 
.with burden, which I believe my natural strength 
is less able to bear than any man's in the party ; 
when we were always foremost in breaking the 
road, reconnoitering, and the fatigues of the chase, 
it was the height of ingratitude in you to let an 
expression escape which was indicative' of discon- 
tent ; your ready compliance and firm perseve- 
Taiice I had reason to expect, as the leader of mei^ 
and my companions in miseries and dangers.^— 
But your duty as a soldier demanded' your obe- 
dience to your officer, and a prohibition of such 
language, which, for this time, i will pardon, but 
assure you, should it ever be repeated, I will re- 
venge your ingratitude and punish your disobe- 
dience by instant death, I take this opportunity, 
likewise, to assure you, soldiers, of my thanks for 
the obedience, perseverance, and ready contempt 
of every danger which you have generally .ei4n- 
ced ; I assure you, nothing shall be wanting on my 
part to procure you the rewards of our govern- 
ment and gratitude of your countrymen/ 

" They all appeared very much affected, and 
retired with assurances of perseverance in duty.** 

Au^idst these distresses^, after a three months^ 
winter's march, they explored their way to what 
they supposed to be the Red River. Here they 
were met by a party of Spanish cavalry, by whom 
Pike was informed, to his great astonishment, that 
they were not on tife Red River, but on the Rio 
del Norte, and in the Spanish territory. AH op- 
position to this force would have been idle, and he 
reluctantly submitted to accompany the Spa- 
niards to Santa Fe,^to appear before the go- 
vernor. Though, to his great mortification, his 
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«tpedUion was thus broken off, all hardship was 
DOW at an end. He was treated on the road wit)^ 
great respect and hospitality, though watched and 
guai'ded with much jealousy ; but he still insi&ted 
on wearing his sword, and that his men sliould 
retain their arms. Indeed, it was his resolutioa, 
had he or any of his people been ill used, to sur^ 
prise the guard, carry off their horses, and make 
the best of their w^y to Apaches. 

When he arrived at Santa Fe, his whole dress 
was a blanket coat, blue trowsers, mocasins, and 
a scarlet cloth cap lined with a fox skin ; his men 
were in leather coats, with leggings, kjc. and had 
not a hat in the whole party. . But be appeared be* 
fore the governor with his usual spirit, and insisted 
^D being treated with the respect due to an Ameri- 
can officer* From Santa Fe be was sent to the capi- 
tal of the province of Biscay, to be examined by 
the Commandant-general, where he was well re- 
ceived and entertained for some time, after which 
he was sent on his way home, under the escort of a 
strong party of horse. He arrived with his little 
band at Natchitoches, on the 1st of July, 1807. 

The most vexatious circumstance attending this 
unexpected sequel to his expedition was the sei- 
zure of all his papers, e;^cept his private journal, 
by the Spanish government. He had been fitted 
out with a complete set of mathematical and as- 
tronomical instruments, and had made frequent and 
accurate observations. He had thus ascertained 
the geographical situation of the most important 
points with much precision, and had collected 
mateitials for an accurate map of a great part of 
the country which he traversed. The seizure of 
these papers is a real loss to the cause of science. 
It is, however, in perfect cynforraity to that nar- 
row and purblind policy, which the old Spanish 
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government unifomily manifesled ^n Xhe adnihl^ 

* lrati6Q<]^f its colqnies. 

Pfke, Dpon his return, received the thanks of th€ 
-goveramettt ; a committee ofthe House of Repre-. 
'Bentatives expressed their high sense of his ^' ceal, 
perseverance, and intelligence," and the admini^ 
fttration,'miich to its honour, bestowed upon hini 
« mere solid testimony of approbation, by a rapid 
promotion in the army, lie was immediately ap^ 
pointed Captain, shortly after a lilajor, and, upon 
the further enlargement of the arhay^ in iSlO, a 
CoUmel of Infantry. 

During the intervals of his military dtilies;, he 
prepared for the press a narrative ol his two ex- 
peditions, accompanied by several valuable dri*- 
ginal maps and charts. This was published ill 
8vo. in 1 810. The work is rather overloaded with 
^unnecessary detail, and the language is careless 
and often inaccurate ; the last fault is, however, in 

" a great measure to be attributed to several disad- 
vantageous circumstances under which the work 
went to press, while the author was at a' distance^ 
engaged in public service. Still it is sufficiently 
evident that the volume is not the composition of 
a scholar. But it bears the strongest marks of 
an acute, active, busy mind, unaccustomed to 
scientific arrangement 'or speculation, but filled 
with a variety of knowledge, all of a uselul, prao* 
tical kind« Though entirely unacquainted with 
botany, zoology, and mineralogy, as sciences, 
Pike had a liberal curiosity, which taught him to 
look upon every object with the eye of an obsef- 
ver, and to despise no sort of knowledge, thou^ 
he might not himself perceive its immediate ,utility« 
Above all, the narrative has that unstudied air 
of truth which is so apt to evaporate away in the 
processes of the book-making traveller ; it retaiinr 



all tbe etearn^sft and freslmefti of ^i^it kn^feisiott^ 
and we are Hiever for a momenl left m doubts 
wh^'Uier or no the writer and tbe traveller are 
the Sfuae persoo. 

Immediately after the declaration of war. Pike 
was stationed with his regitneot upon the northern 
firontier, and upon the eommencement of the cam* 
pa^pn of 1813| was appointed a Brigadief-Geoe* 
val. 

There was a tincture of enthusiasm in Pike's 
4^araeter which communicated itself to Ms whole 
4)onduct ; in. whatsoever pursuit be engaged, bo 
entered upon it with his whole souK But the pro* 
fessioa of arms had been always his favourite study 
•—Ms ^* life's employment, and his leisure's char m.'* 
Having served through every gradation of rank» 
almost from a private, up to a general, and very 
<^ten employed in separate and independent com- 
mands, he was intimately acquainted with all the 
minutae of discipline. The veteran of a peace, 
establishment is too apt, from tbe want of greater 
objects,, to narrow his mind down to the little de-» 
tails of a military life, until, at length, every trifle 
swells up icBto ideal importance, and the cut of a 
eoat or the tying of a ne<^clotb, seems big with 
the fate of nations. Pike was extremely attentive 
to all the particulars, even to the most minute 
points, of discipline and dress, yet he gave them 
their due importance, and no more. He did not 
wish to degrade the soldier Into a mere living ma- 
diine, and while he kept up the strictest discipline, 
be laboured tomatu? his men feel Jhat this severity 
stt*ose not from caprice or ill temper,, but from 
principle, and that il had (or its sole object their 
own glory, llieir ease, their health, and safety. 
Oareless of popularity, and negligent of the. arts 
by wbicb good will is often conciliated where there 



is no real esteem, by the tmnssunitng simplidiv 
and frankness of his manners, and the undeviattog^ 
honour of his conduct, be bound to himself the 
hearts of all around with the strong ties ofrespeei 
and affection. 

' Thus self-formed, and thus situated, the eyes of 
the army were anxiously cast towards him as th« 
ehosen champion who was to redeem their repti* 
tatlon from th^t disgrace with which it had beed 
stained by a long series of disasters. The day for 
which his lieart had long panted at length arrived 
— a bright day of glory for the hero, of gloom and 
isorrdw to his country. He was selected for the 
command of the land forces in an expedition 
against York, the capital of Upper Canada, and 
on the 25th of April, sailed from Sackett's Har^ 
bour in the squadron commanded by Commodore 
Chauncey. The day before the expedition sailed, 
he wrote a letter to his father, prophetic of his 
fate. 

•* I embark to-morrow in the fleet at Sackett's 
Harbour, at the head of a column of 1,500 choice 
troops, on a secret expedition. If success' attends 
my steps, honour and glory await my name; ^ 
defeat, still shall it be said that we died like brave 
men, and conferred honour, even in death, oi^< the 
American name. 

"Should I be the happy mortal destined to turn 
tfie scale of war, will you not rejoice, Omy father? 
May heaven be propitious, and smile on the cause 
of my country! But if we are destined to fall, 
may my fall be like Wolfe's — ^to sleep in the arms 
of victory." 

On th^ 27th of April, General Pike arrived a* 
York, with about seventeen hundred chosen men, 
s^nd immediately prepared to laud. The spot 



which wa» selected for landing, vas tjbe aile ef a* 
old Freadh fori called Tor^io, of which staree^ 
aujr vesti^»«ow reraaia. The .plan cff attack wa$ 
fopBied by General Pike Uiasei/, and clearly and 
Bimately detailed in his general orders, which were 
directed: to be read at the head f>f every corps; 
every field officer was also directed to. cany a 
cmy of tbeflH im or^r thi^ be might at any momenl 
refer to them, and give ejtplanations 10 bis suboir^ 
diaates. £very thing was arranged, and everjr 
probable exigency provided for, wi^ adnttabje 
method and precision. 

Th^re is one paragraph of these orders which 
is deeply stan^ped with that unity of character m 
visible throughout all his actions, and which is, hi 
truths -one of the strongest marks of a powerlbl 
mad originai mind. 

*^ No mao will load untfl ordered, except the 
.Ught troops in front, until withia a short dbtaaco 
o{ the enemy, and tbe» charge bayonets ; thus lei* 
ting the enemy see that we can meet Uiem with 
their own weape«s. Any man firing or qi«N:ting 
his post without orders must be put to instant 
death, as an example may be necessary. . Platoon 
officers will pay the greatest attention to die coolr 
ness and aim of their men in the fire } their r^^ 
larity and dressing in the charge. The field offi«> 
cers will watch aver the conduct of the whole* 
Courage and brava^ in^the field do not more dis- 
lingcush the soldier than humsuuty after victory ; 
and whatever examples the salvage aHi«s .of our 
enemies may have given us, the General confidently 
ly hopes, that the blood of an unresisting or yields 
hug enemy will neverstain the weapons of the sol« 
diers of )m column. Property must be held sa<» 
tnei ; . and any soldier who shall saiSir aeglea the 
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liohour of his profession as to he guilty of plun* 
dering the inhabitants, shaU, if convicted, be pu- 
iiished with death. But the commanding General 
assures the troops, that should they capture a 
large quantity of public stores, be wilt use his best 
endeavours to procure them a reward from his 
government." 

As soon as the debarkation commenced, a body 
of British Grenadiers was paraded on the shore, 
and the Glengafy Fenciblcs, a local force which 
had be^n disciplined with great cai*e, and has re- 
peatedly proved itself fully equal to any regular 
lorce, appeared at another point. Large bodies 
«f Indians were also seen in different directions, 
while others filled the woods, which skirted the 
shore. General SheafSe commandedin person. 

Forsyth's riflemen were the first to land, which 
they effected under a heavy fire of musketry and 
tiHes from the Indians and British. As soon as 
the fire from the shore commenced, Major For- 
syth had ordered his men to rest for a few mo- 
ments upon their oars, and return the fire. At 
this moment Pike was standing upon the deck of 
his ship. >He saw the pause of his first division, 
and, impatient at the delay, exclaimed, ^^Ican 
stay here no longer, come, jump into the boat ;** 
and, springing into it, followed by his staff, was 
immediatriy rowed into the thickest of the fire. 

The infantry had followed the riflemen, and 
formed in platoons as soon as they reached the 
shore. General Pike took the command of the 
. first platoon ^hich he reached, and ordered the 
whole to prepare for a charge. They mounted 
the bank, and the enemy, after a short conflict, 
broke at once, and fled in disorder towards the 
works. At that momeoi the sound of Forsytbr^s 
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Jmgles was heard, aonouncing his success at ano« 
ther point* Its effect upon the Indians was almost 
electrical ; they gave a horrible yell| and fled in 
every direction. 

The whole force, being now landed and col- 
lected, was again forined and led on by General 
Pike, in person, to attack the enemy's works.-— 
They advanced through the woods, and after car- 
rying one battery by assault, in the most gallant 
manner, moved on in columns towards the main 
wprk. The fire of the enemy was soon silenced 
by our artillery, and a flag of surrender was ex- 
pected, when a terrible explosion suddenly took 
place from the British magasine, which had been 
previously prepared for this purpose. Pike, after 
aiding in removing a wounded man with his own 
hands, had sat down on the stump of a tree with a 
British Serjeant, who had been taketi, and was em- 
ployed with Captain Nicholson and one of his aids 
in examining the prisoner. The explosion was 
tremendous ; an immense quantity of large stones 
were thrown in every direction with terrible force, 
and scattered destruction and confusion around 
among our troops. The General, his aid, Captain 
Nicholson, and the prisoner, fell together, all, ex- 
cept the aid, mortally wounded. General Pike 
had beeur struck on the breast by a heavy stone. 
Shortly after he received the blow, he said to his 
wounded aid, *^ I ain mortally wounded— write to 
my friend Duane, and tell him what you know of 
the battle, and to comfort my wife." In the same 
broken manner, he afterwards added several other 
requests relating to his private affairs. 

The command devolved on Colonel Pearce, of 
the 16th regiment of infantry, who sent a flag to 
the en^myidemmdingaa immediate surrender at 
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dMcr«tieB% The sttpulatioa that private propetty' 
should be respected, was the only iiMiditioB asked^ 
which was unhesitatisgly granted.. The Britisli 
General and a part of his troops. previouBty esi^ 
caped. 

The troops Were iBstantly formed again ^ as a 
body of them passed by their wounded general^ 
he said, ^' Push on, brave fellows^ and avenge you^ 
General." W hile the surgeons were carrying hint 
out of the fields a tumultuous huzza was heard 
from our troops ; Ptke turned his head with, sat 
anxious look of inquiry; he was told by a sej^ 
jeant, *'The British union jack is coming down^ 
General'— the stars are g<Mng up/' He heared $l 
heavy sigh, and smiled^ He was then carried 0a 
board the conmodore's sUp, where he lingered ftMr 
a few hours. Just before he breathed bi« lait^ 
the British standard was brought tp him ; he 
made a sign to have it placed under his- head, and 
exmred without A groan. 

His death was a great pufaiic misfortune* 



ftltlGADIER-GSNEBJLL 

LEONARD COVINGTON. 

Tats genClenwn was bom in the^ State of Ifa^ 
ryland$ about the Mth of October, iW8* Wi 
ancestry was highly ftspectable, and banded 
down to their posterity^ a valuable landed estate^ 
which devolved, at the decease of his falser, on 
young Covington. His fatber's name was Levin^ 
and thesabject of this memoif was the eMerof 
two amt* la hia native Stalet he received an eU 
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iBgdnt engKsh and mathematkal, and jMurtial la« 
tin education. His pursuit in life, after the 
death of his father, was designed by his mother to 
be husbandry, on his patrimonial estate. But hit 
inclination led him to a far different pursuit— lAe 
seienee of war. Defensive warfare is both just and 
honorable; the study of the art is equally patriot* 
ic and useful, when pursued for noble purposes : 
but he who makes it a profession through hie, re* 
gardless of the welfare of his country, is the pat* 
sive slave of tyranny. No such ignoble feeUngs 
ammated Covington^s breast. 

He entered the army with a Comet's commit* 
sion in the cavalry, shortly after the defeat of 6e« 
iieral Su Clair, by the Indians, in 1791, near the 
Miami villages. In the action with the savaget 
near Fort Recovery, his bravery was put to the 
severest trial. His horse was shot under him. 
For his conduct and bravery in the severe action 
on the Miami, which followed, he won the admira* 
tion and esteem of his brethren in arms, and the 
plaudits of his general. After General Wayne 
had reduced the savages to submission, Coving- 
ton resigned his post in the army, and retired to 
his farm, occupying himself with useful pursuits of 
civic life. The high estimation in which he was 
held by his fellow-citizens, is best tested by the 
various stations to which their suffrages elevated 
him. He was elected to a seat in the Senate of 
Maryland ; a member of the House of Represen- 
tatives of the Congress of the United States, and 
,one of the electors of President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the U. S. Being attached firmly to re- 
publican principles, his votes and influence was 
not lost in the elevation of Mr. Jefferson to the 
Presidential chair* 
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III tbe yehr 180&j when the ifijuri«l» wbidi 6re«t 
Britain was heapjng upon hi& country gav« rj6C 
to the Embargo law, be accepted a Li^teoant* 
Colonel's commission of the regiment of dragoon% 
then the only one in the U. S. army. In conse- 
quence of his station ia Louisiana, he formed att 
attachment to that newly acquired section of the 
United States, purchased a plantation on thd 
banks of the Mississippi, not far from Natchez, to 
which he removed his family. 

In the increase of the army^ after the commeace^ 
ynent of hostilities between the U. S. and Great 
BHtain, in 1812, he was promoted from a Golonei 
of horse, to the rank of Brigadier-General, and 
commanded at the Natchez when an invasion wa# 
expected iin that section of the Union. Whien Hhtf 
gtorm had blown over, he repaired to the NorttH 
ern frontier, where his services were more ifliraeH^. 
(diately wanted. With his brigade, be set oiit 
with General' Wilkinson in hifi expedition against 
Montreal, in the auiunm of 1&13^ the failure of 
which resulted fi^m the conduct of G^enevalHampis^ 
ton, who evaded the consequences by an early re* 
•ignation. 

In the battle of Williamsburg, General Coving 
ton with his brigade, was ordered, in conjonctaon 
with General SwarCwout, to out-flank the British 
if possible, and capture his artillery. Govingtmi^' 
while voluntarily leading a <letachment of his brr^ 
gade to a charge, was mortally wounded, and 
died in three days afterwards^ and was buried willt 
military honours at French Mills, at a place now 
called Mount Covington, regretted, beloved, mtk 
esteemed, by the whole army. 
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LIECTEirAKT-OOLONfiL 

JOHN CHRYSTIE. 

Was the third son of Major James Chrystie, of 
Ihe Pennsylvania line, who held a high military 
reputation for his conduct during the revolutiona- 
ry war, soon after the conclusion of which, the sub- 
ject of this biographical sketch was bom iu the 
city of New-York, 

Coloiiel Chrystie received his academic, and 

Ijart of his collegiate education at Princeton Col- 
ege,- (New-Jersey,) from which he was removed 
to Columbia College, (New-York,) where he gra- 
duated in 1805 or 6. He began then the study of 
the law, which he relinquished in 1808, for the 
coimnissioii of Lieutenant of Artillery, in the ad- 
tiitional troops then to be raised. . Me was at- 
tached to Colonel Simmoh^s re^ment, and was 
ttattoned at Oswego, on Lake Ontario, in tlie 
State of New- York* There, he commanded a 
whole winter. The spring following, he was or- 
dered to New-Orleans. From the amiableness 
of his manners, and the respectability of his tal- 
ents, he soon attracted tha attention of General 
Wilkinson, who took him into his military fan^ily, 
as his aid. He stood high in the confidence of 
the principal oflScers of the army. In the year 
1811, finding no prospest of active service, he re- 
signed his commission and re-commenced his 
tlegal studies in his native city. 

In the commencement of hostilities with Great 
Britain in 1 8 12, he again entered tlie service, 
with the commission of Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
'13th regiment. Colonel Schuyler, in the army of 
S5,000, just ordered to be raised by CongressT 
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With part of his re^roent, he accompanied Col- 
onel V an Renssalaer in his irruption* into Cana- 
da during the summer of 1812. He commanded 
the regular forces of the United States, at the 
battle of Queenstown, the superior regular offi- 
cers having been wounded in crossing the Niagara 
Strait. Here he sustained the conflict with the 
British and Indians, the greater part of the day^ 
Wounded in the sword hand, he was compelled to 
surrender to an overwhelming force under Gene- 
ral Sheaffe, after having kept him a long time ill 
check. Several bullets bad perforated his clothes* 
He was sent a prisoner to Montreal, and thence to 
Quebec. During the winter following, he waii 
discharged on his parole of honour, and returned 
to New-¥ork. As soon as exchanged, he return- 
ed to active service on the frontiers, just whea 
his friend General Pike breathed his last in the 
arms of victory. He was sooiiafter appointed In- 
spector-General of the army, and Colonel of the 
23d regiment. 

He accompanied Generals Dearborn and Lew- 
is into Canada, and was taken with the billious 
colic at Fort George, which terminated his exis- 
tence in 1813. Short as was his military career, 
it was encircled with a halo of glorj^ which brigh- 
tens the page of American history. His remains 
were interred with the military honours due te 
his rank and character. 

In disposition he wks open, mild, and amiable. 
His mind was well stored with useful knowledge. 
He was full of spirits, animated, and brave, and 
passionately fond of an active military life, pant« 
ing for a niche to himself in the temple of iame. 
The grim tyrant of the grave seized his victin* in 
his early start. on the high road to honour and 
glory, and thus arrested nis race for the desired 
^oal of his ambition. 
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LIEtrXENANT 

WILLIAM HENRY ALLEN 



-. Was a iiative of Providence, Rhodc-Islandi 
and was b^rn October 21st, 1784. His father, 
VViiliaiB Allien, a friend to the independence of his- 
country^ was appointed a Lieutenant in the rev- 
olutionary arroy, in the incipiency of the contest, 
and never sheathed his sword until the freedom 
of his country was consummated by the peace of 
1783. His mother was the sister of William 
Jones, Esq. one of the late governors of his na- 
tive state. 

Although his parents designed to give him'a 
classical education, the bent of his genius induc- 
ed them to wave their intention, and to gratify 
his darling passion for naval life. He conse- 
quently received a Midshipman'^ warrant, ift 
May, 1800. Three months, after this, he was or- 
dered to repair on board of the frigate George 
Washington, Captain Bainbridge, which vessel 
was bound to tne Mediterranean, with tribute 
from the United States, to the Dey of Algiers. 
In his letters to his father, he always expressed 
his determination to support the American char- 
acter, by his good conduct as an officer, and his 
demeanour as a gentleman. No peculiarity of 
incident chequered bis voyage from the United 
States to Algiers, When aiTived at that port, 
howeveh, the sc^ne was changed. The Dey, de- 
signing to court the favour of the Othman Court, 
ordered that this frigate should be the bearer of 
his oblations^ to Constantinople. The reluctance 
and remonstrances of Captain Bainbridge were 
unavailing^ and he submitted to accomplish the 
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<iemand, for the good of bis country. In cons^^ 
quence of this determination, the George Wash*- 
ington sailed for, and anived at that ancient seat 
of empiire, Byzantium. 

It was the first time that the flag of an Ameri- 
can frigate had waved in the harbour of Constaii* 
tinople. The fine order of the ship, and the eiD* 
cellent discipline observed among the officers and 
men, tended to impress very brgh ideas of the 
American character, in a quarter of the world 
where, before, it was unknown. 

Commodore Bainbridge returned toAxneriem 
on the 19th of April, 1801 ^ when a reduction of 
the aavy ensued. Eight days after Ihe return of 
the subject of the present memoir, and before 
that* he had art opportunity of visiting his family, 
he was ordered on board the Philadelphra, under 
the command of Captain Barron, bound for the 
Mediterranean sea again. He entered on the 
iservice with alacrity. Nothing material trans- 
pired during the cruise. The ship returned -to 
the United States on the 2Tth of Jurre, 1 802. He 
\iras now for the first tinie, after his entry into the 
service ef his country, enabled to enjoy the soci- 
ety of his friends, and to visit his paternal abode. 
However, but a short repose was allowed htm 
from the fatigues of naval service, as in October, 
2802, he sailed in the frigate John Adams, com- 
manded by Captain Rodgers, to visit, for the third 
time, the Mediterranean. From bis letters, dull- 
ing this period, only two extracts, are necessary 
to be given : 

** During our stay at Malta, we had an oj^por- 
tunity of visiting most of the public buildings; 
and amongst the rest, the superb church oi' St. 
John. The floor is lard in diner(>nt coloured mar-* 
Ue^ in Mosaic, r^reaeming tonb^stones of the 



MIUTAIV. Alio NATAl. HBaOBf. St 

cEferentrkoighls who distiagutshed themelvet iir 
i^^ting and in falfing in defence of Christianity^ 
against the infidels. On every side there is a la- 
tin inscriptiony describii^ his death. The walla 
are hong with the most superbly embroidered ta<t 
^stry, represendng the . birth, cmeifixion, and 
asrensicm of our Saviour. The death of the saints 
is likewise represented in the same manner, and 
they appear like the most beautiful paintings^ 
"The. wings are divided into .chapels, and hera 
they show us crosses and saints in abundance, 
and the rich attire of the bishops and clergy em-^ 
foroidered with gold. In an inner chapel we were 
^own a number of relics, one of which they de^ 
dared was a fragment of tlie cross on which our 
Saviour was crucified ; another was the palm o/C 
tiie .hand of St. John. The body of St. Clement 
.wa& exposed, lying in state^-^This was a room 
that th^ French soldiers did not penetrate : it is 
&aid that tliey robbed this church of half a mil-^ 
Hon.'' 

During t&is voyage'^ he was informed, by his 
Gori^spondent^ of a report, which afterwards 
proved unfounded^ that a younger officer was ad-> 
irancedover bis head. This was the manly reply 
of a boy of seventeeQ : '^ I am too well grounded 
in old principles to mind such assaults now. If 
4he government decide thus, I can say amen, 
with all my heart." 

. Commodore Rodgers returned from his cruiso 
in December, 1803. 

Early in the year 1804, Allen was ordered on 
board the frigate Congress, lying at Washington, 
of which he was appointed sailing-master. This 
•frigate sailed on the first of July^ under the com- 
mand of Captain Rodgers, for the Mediterranean. 
On. the oatward bound pa&$age, while the ship 
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was Ij^ng^ to, in a violent gale. Alien on 'rtie fpf ^ 
yard assisted tbe sailors in taking in a reef. -Lel^ 
ting fall that part of the sail oo which he had 
hold, he was precipitated headlong into the sea> 
to the depth of twenty feet, passing in his faH 
very near the anchor oa the bow. Fortunately be 
arose near the mizen chains, and by taking bold 
of them, narrowly escaped inevitable death, b» 
th^ ship was then drifting very fast. .While cmis- 
kig off the coast of Tripoli, Captain Rodgers in* 
tended, if the command should have devolved on 
him, in consequence of tbe illness of Commodore 
Barron, an attack on that place. He took Allen 
with him in the schooner to take the soundings^ 
preparatory to the anticipated assault. The^ 
entered the harbouf with muffled oars ; and, aftep 
taking a sounding, and making a complete sur^ 
vey, they passed so near the Tnpoline gun-boats* 
that they distinctly beard the men conversing be^ 
low. They also heard the sentinels on the waJi 
of the -battery conversing together. As they 
were returning from the harbour, a heavy gale 
sprang up, and they had a narrow escape to the 
Nautilus, which vessel was then in the very act of 
leaving her position. During this cruise, which 
extended from 1804 to 1806, Allen thus writes te 
his correspondent : 

^' I was, while at Lisbon, witness to a very lu* 
dicrous ceremony. My ears were saluted by the 
hoarse chaunting of some Portuguese sailors, and 
I perceived about twenty in number approaching^ 
beaf-ing a large topsail, barefoot, with their hats in 
their hands, into which the multitude would, now 
and then, drop a six-pence, to save .their souls 
from purgatory. On enquiry, I was informed,* 
that it was a custom amongst them, when over- 
taken by a violent gale at «ea, instead of trusting 



l«4bm own «xertioiiBy to ^Set up their prayers l« 
their guardinii saint, and to prcMoise him the best 
$9iliiitbe ^hip, if he woukt condescend to protect 
them from tbedaogers of the element. The topsail 
WAS. then taken to the church, in the manner de^v 
Msry^r l^ a^ the foot of the altar, and dedicate 
^to the saint. It was then appraised by an ol4 
finiar» who,4inwilting to distress the votaries of old 
modier Church, accepted, as an equivalent, In ukh 
ney, one half of its nominal vaiue. The saint 
baSf by tins time, become perfectly weU acquaints^ 
ed vith the value of sail, cloth." 

In the month of October, 1805, Ci^tain Rodg«^ 
esr^r rainoved to the frigate Constitution, and as-^ 
Nimed the command of the squadron, in conse- 
quence of the return pf Captain Barron to tliQ 
United States* Mr. Allen also removed to the 
Constitution, and was promoted to a Lieutenancy* 
In a^criuse oflfCapanea, he, in company with Com-* 
aiodore Rodgers, visited Mount ^tna. Ascend^ 
ing the south side of the noiNitain, the wind, while 
blowing -.from the north, covered that side of theiF 
bodies exposed to its violence, with frost, while 
the other remmned perfectly free. Descending^ 
they lost their way amongst fields of lava^ but 
wece fofind by the monks in the convents be-t 
low. He likewise visited Mount Vesuvius, an4 
the . cities of Herculaneum and Pompeia. He 
served as third Lieutenant on board the Consti- 
tutiob, and returned in that frigate to the United 
States,.in the year 1806. 

IHwing these several cruises to the Mediterra^ 
ftean, akhougb nothing transpired on board tho 
frigates where he was statloni^d, that might fairly 
bedisnominated naval, glory, still a peculiarity 
of circomstances gave a lofty and elevated tone 
tethe feeliogsof all. the officers. An Ameiican 
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squadron in the waters of the Medilerraneaiby 
was itself a novelty. That squadron was snirif 
and it was destined to pass under the review aftd 
strict scrutiny of English ships of war, occask»ft- 
ally stationed in those seas, and passing the straits 
of Gibraltar. Personal courage, skill and correct- 
ness of discipline, could alone, ensure there re- 
spect in a company so illustrious ; and to these 
points all their efforts, were directed. They felt 
the high responsibility attached to their station ; 
and knowing how important the first impression oi 
a national character was, they acted up to that 
dignity which the occasion required. 

After this long and fatiguing cruise, he was 
permitted, for a short time, to visit his friends *and 
relations in Providence. In February, 1807, he 
received orders from government to join .the fri- 
gate Chesapeake, commanded by Captain Bar- 
ron, then fitting out for the straits. He remained 
at Philadelphia while the ship was preparing for 
sea, during which time he was busily employed in 
recruiting men for the service, and then entered 
as third Lieutenant. 

The circumstances preceding and succeeding 
the attack on the Chesapeake, by the Leopard, 
he handsomely delineated, in a letter to a corres- 
pondent. Therein he expressed his abhorrence 
at the conduct, of the officer having command of 
the Chesapeake, in tamely submitting to the in- 
dignities offered by the Leopard. His letter to 
the Secretary of the navy, demanding a court of 
inquiry to be called upon the Captain, was sign- 
ed by four LieutenaM and the sailing-^mas- 
ter. The Secretary r^ied, 'Mhat their conuuu- 
nication did them facnour, and tbeir^ request 
should be properly attended to." It is difikult 
to conceive of the excoriated Jtate^of ideuteDaiat 
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Alten's miad at this time. Words seemed hardly 
atkquate to express the indigu^ntion he felt at the 
scenes he had witnessed. To have the iagof hi» 
Biatioif cKsgraced ; and to suffer the wrongs of bia 
bleeding counfrymen to go unavenged, was too 
humiliating for his noble spirit to brook. In a 
letter to his father, he says, ^^ If I am acquitted 
honourably, (in other words, if Commodore Bar* 
rdn is condemned,) you may see me again ; if 
ilot, never," " We lay here," says he, in an- 
otlKr letter, ^' ready, at a moment's warning, to 
wipe fl^om our -flag, that disgrace that has been 
detailed upon it by our bkuMl, When 1 suffer 
my memory to dwell on this, I feel that I can 
trifle with my existence at pleasure." At length 
this question was put to the rest by the condem*- 
nation of Barron, on whijch Lieutenant Allen 
makes this dry remark : '^ How the court can 
reconcile some of the passages of their opinion 
with others, I know not, unless coutcurdice can be 
divided into two kinds, personal and official." 

Intrepidity, • however, exposes only a part of 

the character of Lieutenant Allen; his private 

affections were as -warm as his public. While 

.kss nfiind was inflamed by a sense of indignant 

-^^hsibility, be was pouring into the ear of mascu- 

*lfte confidence the comj^aints of his lacerated 

mind ; letters of the same date, to a female friend, 

are replete with domestic tenderness and affec* 

tmn^ With this correspondence^ayi is quiet and 

serenity ; he enters into all the levity of ordinary 

converse, and seems as anxious to veil his heroic 

and indignant passions, as if this indulgence was 

criminal in such intercourse. 

Not one of the subordinate officers was more 
decidedly opposed to the conduct of Commodore 
Bxcp&Bf thaa Lieutenailat AUen i yet su<^ wd& 



the uniform correctness, propriety, and delicaejfV 
of kis conduct, that he commanded the esteem p|^ 
that officer's most sanguine adherents. Witbs 
the officers on board the Chesapeake, he was ai 
peculiar favourite. 
During the time of the embargo, .the Cheia^ 

E^ake, to which he was still attached, cruised off 
lock Island, and captured several vessels vio^ 
lating that law. From motives of delicacy be 
desired to be excused, and was excused from 
boarding any vessel belon^ng to bis native staler 
In a letter on this sub|ect, he says, /' I knew iha^ 
I should be compelled to detain such vessels fon 
the most trivial article, and this would have wouo^- 
ded my feelings — Even had I met those which I: 
could have suffered to pass, I might have laboiir-r 
ed under unjust suspicions, when other officernt 
might be equally just without such imputations." 

Lieutenant Allen remained in the Che^ap^akey. 
in this service, until February, 1809, when b^ 
was ordered, by the governmenit, to join th^ fri^ 
gate United States, while lying at Washington, 
under the command of Commodore Decatur^ 
The Commodore was himself absent, and thct. 
equipping of the frigate was a duty that devolveA^ 
on the first Lieutenant, who was not, lor the spM^. 
of two months, absent from the navy yard. TMl 
ship lay a part of the time at Norfolk, and the re-» 
mainder of the time was engaged in short cruise* 
on the coast, imtil the declaration of war againH 
Great Bi*itain in 1813. 

Shortly after, the frigate United States. sailed 
upon a cruise, which resulted in lhe.c^tm*e of 
the Macedonian. In: the action between tte twoi 
yesself , Lieutenant Allen bore a conspicuous part. 
His share in the glorious conflict cannot be be4k 
4er expmsaed tfaaa ialfa«t worda^of Convnodose 
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Deoiitiir. ^' It would' be ui^st in me, to- dii 
ifiate, where ftil met my fullest expectations. Per^ 
Bait me, however, to retommeDd to the particular 
notice of the «ecretary, my first LieuteiiaDt, Wil«- 
Kam H. Allea, who has served with me upwards 
of five years ; and to his unremitted exertions, in 
disciplining the crew, is to be imputed the obvi- 
ous superiority of our gunnery, exhibited in this 
contest." 

' To Lieutenant Allen, was entrusted the charge 
of bringing the prize into port, and she safely ar» 
rived in the harbour of New- York, on the first 
day of January, 1813, amid the enthusiastic grat- 
Illations of our countrymen. The corporation 
and citizens of the city honoured him, and his 
commander with a splendid and superb festival ; 
and the Legislatures of Rhode-Island and 'Vir- 
ginia presented him with a sword, as a testimo- 
Bial of their sense, in commemoration of his gal- 
lant services. 

' After this. Lieutenant Allen was allowed some 
fittle respite from the naval service ; he visited his 
native and, and received the kind congratula- 
tions of his relatives and friends, at his paternal 
abode. This repose, was,' however, but of short 
duration ; the strong and imperious calls of his 
country once more summoned him to active duty. 
' Shortly after the arrival of the Macedonian at 
New- York, the Argus, commanded by Captain 
Sinclair, returned to that port. He obtained leave 
to visit his friends ; and by order of Commodore 
i]iecatur, lieutenant Allen took the command. 
He thoroughly repaired the vessel, and received 
an order from the Commodore to go in quest of a 
British brig of war, reported to be in the sound. 
The crew of the Hornet, commanded by Lieuten- 
ant Shiibrick, volunteered their . services. He 
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cemained io the sound for the. space of .a • Kml^^ 
without meeting with the enemy, . when he ret 
ceived the orders pf the Commodore to return. . 

On the death of Mr. Barlow, the ' Americ«» 
minister to the court of France, his governmenl 
deemed it expedient io renew the oegociatioR* 
Mr. Crawford was appointed. 4s his successor ; aod 
{jieutenant Allen, advanced to the rank of nioftr 
ter commandant, was directed to command th<r 
Argus, and to conduct that minister to bis place 
of destination. He accepted the appointmeiM^ 
and sailed with the new minister for France. . U^ 
eluded the vigilance of the blockading squadron^ 
and arrived at L'Orient in twentyrthree. days^ 
He informs the secretary of the navy, in liis letieir 
bearing date June 12^ 1813, that ^ be shall imme^ 
diately proceed to put io execution his orders 
as to the ulterior purposes of bis destination.'' 

The business so darkly biiited at, was undoubW 
edly, to sail in the Irish channel, and annoy thft 
£nglish commerce. This service wa^ extremely 
'perilous; and there seemed scarcely a possibility 
of escape. It was a service to a man fond of glo* 
ry, peculiarly invidious. Such conquests were att 
tended with no honour ; and Captain Allen, ift 
compliance with his orders, seemed peculiarly so;*^ 
licitous, to make the enemy feel and confess the 
motives by which he was guided. The injury 
which he did to the British commerce was estimat*' 
ed to the amount of two millions. . In this depre^ 
dating warfare his conduct was marked with the 
highest traits of honour. The property of the 
passengers was sacred from hosiility; not an ai^ 
tide of that kind would he suffer to be touched.*^ 
The passengers were allowed to go below, .and to 
take what they clauoed afl their own, and na 
bands belonging to the Argus were permitted to 
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impmH tb^m white they were employed in' sO 

'- On one occasion, when a passenger had left his 
MrU>at behind him, it was sent after him in the 
boat : on another occasion, Captsun Allen ordered 
^ne of his hands, who was detected in the act of 
tome petty plunder of this kind, to be flogged at 
the gangway. The English papers, while they 
were writhing under the severe injuries thus in- 
flicted, were unanimous in their testiinoniaU of 
respect to the conduct of this gallant officer, fof 
the humanity and delicacy with which he perform- 
led a service so invidious. ' Probably no action of 
Us life could more plainly distinguish his charac- 
ter than this : he loved danger as much as he ab- 
horred to plunder the defenceless. 

£t appeared very evident, that if prudence wa$ 
^consulted, it was his imperious duty to avoid aQ 
en^gement. The damage which he might have 
idcme the enemy, by another species of warfare, 
was beyond all comparison greater than by ri^k- 
iag a battle, even if fortune had decided the con- 
troversy in his favour. Even a victory ensured 
capture ; for alone and unsupported as he was^ 
hks own ship would, in all human probability, suffer 
material injury, and both the captured and tiie 
Cliptor become the piize of one of the many fri- 
^tes then swarming in the English channel.—- 
These considerations, however, would have but 
Jhtie weight with him. He declared, previous to 
his setting out, that he would run from no two 
^masted vessel. Anxious to acquit himself of a 
inisHiess which he so much disliked, he sought an 
opportunity to act in a situation more congenial 
4o liig feelings. 

Accordingly on the 14th of August, 1813, he 
4dU iawithhus Britannic majesty's sloop of war 
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Pelican : and, after a severely contested actioBfl 
' the Argus was compelled to surrender ; her conn 
mander having received a mortal wound, in the 
early part of the engagement, of which he died in 
the ^^th year of his age. 

The following letter from John Hawker, E)sq. 
ci-devant American vke-consul, will speak for 
itself: 

Plymouth, August I9th, 1813. - 

Sir, — The station I have had the honour to hold 
for many years past, of American vice-consul, 
calls forth my poignant feelings in the communi-^ 
cation^ I have to make to you of the death of 

^our son, Captain Allen, late commander of the 
United States' brig of war Argus, which vessel 
was captured on Saturday last, in the Irish chan- 
nel, after a very sharp action of three quarters of 
an hour, by his Britannic majesty's ship Pelican, 
Early in the action he lost his left leg, but re- 
fused to be carried below, till from loss of blood 
he fainted. Messrs. Edwards and Delphy, mid- 
shipmen, and four seamen were killed; and Lieut. 
Watson, the carpenter, boatswain, boatswain's 
mate, and seven men wounded. Captain Alien 
submitted to amputation above the knee, while at 
sea. He was yesterday morning attended by very 
eminent surgical gentlemen, and removed from the 
Argus to the hospital, where every possible atten- 
tion and assistance would have been afforded him 
bad he survived; but which was not, from the first 
moment, expected, from the shattered state of his 
thfgh. At eleven, last night, he breathed his last ! 
He was sensible at intervals, until within ten mi- 
nutes of his dissolution, when he sunk exhausted, 
and expired without a struggle,! His lucid inter- 
vals were very cheerful, and he was satisfied and 
fully sensible that no advice or assistance would 
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be<wasitiii^. A detached room was prepared by 
Ike comtnissary and chief surgeon, and female 
atteadaiftts engaged, . that erery tenderness and 
i^pect ncHght^be experienced. The master, pur«- 
ser, sargean, and one midshipman, accompanied 
Captain i^Lllen, who was also attended by his two 
servaiits. 

I have communicated and arranged with the 
officers respecting the funeral, wliich will be in 
^e most respectful, and at the same time, econo- 
mical manner. The port Admiral has signified 
that it is the intention of his Britannic majesty's 
government, that it be publicly attended by 
officers of rank, and with military honours. The 
time fixed for procession is on Saturday, at II, 
A. M. A Lieutenant-Colonel'jj guar<;^of the royal 
marines is also appointed, A wainscoat coffin 
has been ordered ; on the breast pkite of which 
will be inscribed as below.^^' Mr. Delpby, one of 
the midshipmen, who lost both legs, and died at 
sea, wks buried yesterday in St, Andrew's churcfn 
yard. I have requested that Captain Allen may 
be buried a« near him, on the right (in the same 
vault, if practicable,) as possible. 

I remain, respectfully, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant. 

(Signed,) ^ JOHN HAWKER, 

Cj-devant American vice-consul. 
To Gen. Allen, k^, &;c. fee. Providence, R. I. 

Agreeably to previous arrangement, the re- 
mains of the departed Allen were interred at Ply- 

* Tablet, whereon will be recorded the name* 
rank, agp, and character of the deceased, and aUo of 
the midshipman) >viii be placed, (if it can be contrived) 
as I have suggested; both havUig lost their Uves is 
Sghting for the honour of their country. 

4 
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mouth, o» tbe21st of August, with loilii^iQr.b^ 
Qours, and every mark of respect due to his rank. 
The flag of bis country, under which he fought, 
was placed on his' coffin, as a testimonial of the 
valour with which he had so nobly strove to de- 
fend it; and his body . was deposited at the righl 
of the gallant De^by, who had bled and sufiered 
withhhn. 

Thiis lived and thus died William Henry Alien. 
. By the conopany and conversation of the ele-, 
gant and polite, the hard and severe duties of the 
sailor acquired a sort of polish, and his charactei: 
presented that combination of gallantry, grace 
and intrepidity, that so irresistibly attracts. Ill 
the hou%of danger, he was calm, intrepid and 
persevering : in private intercourse, guarded} 
affable and delicate. Entering into the navy 
with laige and expanded ideas of honour, the 
per4ls.be encountered; and the hard services he 
endured,'^ consolidated his romantic and floating 
visions into rules and principles of action. By 
never lowering his lofty standard amidst thejustle 
of contending difficulties, he at length arrived at 
it ; and new trials served only to call into exercise 
new and unexplored resources of fortitude. He 
had so long forsaken every other consideratioa 
for glory, that he finally measured his life by thi« 
Standard, and felt a repufsive antipathy to what- 
ever fell short of that measure. 
. There has seemed a sort of compact among our 
naval commanders, never to quit their station on 
deck. Allen, in his mutilated state, refused to h^ 
carried below, and fainted on the deck 'from loss of 
■blood. Lawrence showed the same determined 
spirit, and never left his station until he was too 
far' exhausted by bis wounds to animate bis meiji 
by his exatnple^ Burrows, although mortally 
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wountl'ed at his quarters, still remained at his post, 
survived the action, and there received tlie sword 
of bis gallant and intrepid antagonist. 

The following extract from . Captain Allen's 
letter, addressed to his sister, wilt show the cha-? 
tfacter of this intrepid officer in an amiable light : 

" When you shall hear that I have ended my 
earthly career, that I only exist in the kind remem- 
brance, of my friends, you will forget my follies, 
forgive my faults, call to mind some little instances 
dear to reflection, to excuse your love for me^ 
and shed one tear to the memory of 

HENRY." 



LIEUTEHAlCr 

JOHN CUSHINO AYLWIN. 

r 

Thomas Atlwin, a merchant of the town of 
Boston, espoused the sister of the late William 
Cushing, who at the time of his decease was one 
of the Justices of tbe Supreme Court of the Uni* 
ted States. In the early stage of the American 
Revolution, Mr. Ay)win removed from Boston 
to Quebec, where he remained during the whole 
contest. At the close of that war, his son John 
Cushing Aylwin, was born, in the capita) of Low- 
er Canada. His education was more useful than 
speculative. He obtained a familiar knowledge 
of the French language ; was instructed in the 
rudiments of Latin, and the elements of Matha- , 
roatics.. In early life he was rated on board a 
British frigate commanded by Captain Coffin. 
In consequence of the impressmient of one of Ms 
particular companions, he left the Blrkish servieifr 
in disgust 
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Retaining, however, his predeliction for the 
sea, as soon as he lost his parents, he abandoned* 
those pursuits which had been pointed out for him,, 
and entered an apprentice on board a ship in the 
London trade. 

His roaster, the Captain of the vessel, did not; 
fulfil on his part, the articles which he bad ^enter- 
ed into with Aylwin. Instead of allowing him six 
months tuition at a naval academy, according to 
stipulation, his master continued him on board the- 
ship, which he employed in the West-India trade, 
Aylwin, nevertheless, so much profited by a short 
experience, that after two voyages, he was ad- 
vanced to be mate of the ship, being then about 
fifteen j^ars of age. . Some dispute having arisen 

• between hi«i and the Captain, the latter wreak- 
ed upon Ayli'V'in, a vengeance to him emphatic- 
ally horrible. It was contrived, that he should 
be kidnapped by a press-gang. 

After his impressment, he was put on board a 
^n br^ ; and here every artifice was practised, 

•and every means employed, .to induce him to 
enter voluntarily into the Eoiglish service. Pro- 
motion was offered him in case of his compliance, 
and upon his refusal, his letters to his friends 
were suppressed, and himself continued, from 
day to day, and from yeai' to year, without pros- 
pect of deliverance, traversing distant sqas, and 
enduring all tlie diversities of climate. The 
North Sea, the Mediterranean, the Red Sea, the 
Jndian Ocean, and the East-Indies, with all their 
varieties of climate and misery, had tried his pa- 

. tience and weakened his frame. His diminishing 
health rendering him less serviceable, be was re^ 
leased and came to Boston, after being six years 
in imprisonment. Thus a temporary loss of 
health, was the instrument of a permanent enjoy- 
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(pent of Ul>erty. Nor were Jiis sufleriiigs unat* 
tended or unrewarded by countervailing advan- 
tages. He had become a fioisfacd seaman ; and 
boyiug acquii*ed that accomplisliment, principally 
during long service in an armed i/kjssei, and hav- 
ing borne a part in several engagements, he was' 
likewise a proficient in naval warfare. 
. He now entered the merchant service, which' 
he pj^secuted as inaster of a vessel for several 
years. At the beginning of the late war, he was 
iS^^ointed sailing-master of the frigate Constitu- 
tion, Captain Hull, with an understanding, that 
.this appointment should not prejudice his claim 
.to promotion as a commissioned officer, and also, 
that such promotion should take place with all 
proper expedition. On the first cruise of the 
Constitution, his seamanship was called into ex- 
ercise. Her escape, after a pursuit of sixty hours, 
on her first putting to sea from the Chesapeake, 
13 T^<^l^oi^€d among the most masterly manoeuvres 
.which have been performed in the navy. In 
such circumstances, the duty of sailing-master is 
inost important ; and in the event of success,, he 
may justly claim a proportionate degree of credit. 
, Mr. Aylwin continued on board the Constitu- 
tion till the capture of the Java, which terminated 
his life. At the capture of the Guerriere, he still 
.officiated as sailing-master ; and by his display 
, of nautical skill, both in bringing her into action 
. aad managing her during its continuance, called 
.forth the applause of Captsdn Hull, andof xvery 
person who was witness of it. In tliis action he 
received a wound from a musket ball, and was 
afterwards appointed Lieutenant, in which char- 
.acter be again sailed in the Constitution, Captain 
Bainbridge. In her action with tlie ^va, where 
the capture of the latter was purchstsed with the 

4'' 
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Bfe of Aylwin, his courag;e and skiH ctme up to 
Uie high anticipations which his former merits had 
excit€%l. A musket ball or grape shot, struck Wm 
just under the collar bone, and eame otit at the 
shoulder blade: We close this memoir, by the 
obituary notice furnished to the pfiblic by Com- 
modore Bainbridge. 

" Died on board the United States* frigate 
Constitutioni at sea,"thi& 28th of January, 1812, of 
wounds received in the action with the Java, Lieu- 
tenant John Gushing Aylwin, of the United States 
Bavy. He entered the service about tlie time war 
was declared, as a sailing-master, and was promot* 
ed,to a Lieutenancy, for his gallant conduct in the 
action with the Guerriere. He was an officer of 
great merit, much esteemed by all who had the 
pleasure of bis acquaintance. I^e had seen much 
of the world, and improved his opportunities of 
observation ; possessed a strong mind, with great 
benevolence of disposition. In his death, our 
pduntrv has suffered a great loss — ^liis frieoflg a 
painful deprivation. 

" Ip the action with the Guerriere, he stood o» 
an elevated situation, by the side of bis brave 
comrades, Morris and Bush, at the time the two- 
vessels came in contact, and was wounded iu the 
left shoulder with a musket ball. 

'^ In the late action he commanded the forecas- 
tle division, and his bravery and marked coolness 
throughout the contest, gained him the admire 
.tion of his commander, and alt who had an op- 
portunity of witnessing him. 

" When boarders were called to repel boarders,, 
he mounted the quarter deck hammock-cloths, and,, 
in the act of firing his pistols at the enemy, re- 
ceived a ♦all through the same shoulder. Not* 
withstandin^the -serious nature of his wounci^ 
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fae . cootinved at bis post until the eneiny had 
struck ; and even then did not make kaovm his 
^uatioo unlil all tlie wounded had- been dressed. 
Hk seal and courage did not forsake lum in his 
last moments : for, a few days after the action, al^ 
thoogfa labouring under considerable debility, 
and the most excruciating pain, lie repaired to 
quarters, wh0n an engagement was expected with 
a %\np9 which afterwards proved to be the Hornet. 
He iKire his pain with, great and unusual fortitude,, 
and expired without a groan* 

^ A dauntless soul erect, who smiled on death.*^ 



, LIEUTENANT 

WILLIAM BURROWS • 

Was bom on the 6th of October, 17Bfi, in Ken- 
sington, then near, now joined, to Philadelphia^ 
His father, at this time in affluent circumstances^ 
designed to ^ve him a belles leiires education. 
Ij^t to his own inclination, at thirteen years of 
age, his use of books tv^as gratifying only curi- 
osity and amusement, subjects not of lasting im- 
portance. The accomplishment of polished life,, 
necessarily embraced a knowledge of the living 
kingaages, and for the attainment of this object ^ 
alone was parental authority exercised, which 
was but partially accx>nipli5hed. A knowledge o£ * 
the French, in particular, was considered an ac- 
complishment of the highest order, in the attain- 
ment of which, the son manifested the greatest re- 
hictance. But in acquiring a knowledge of the 
German language, with the father a^secondary- 
object,^.he was la^tuch more successful He learnt 
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to speak it ^p a short perfo4» as flueotty as bit na- 
tive tongue. ■ ^' 
Having undergone a coarse of preparatory, ed- 
iicatioa, the impulse of Us passion .was gratified 
•t>y the reception of a Midshipman's wa^^ant, id 
Jfovember, 1799. From this movement, he de-t 
^oted his hours to acquire a complete knowledge 
p{ navigation. In January, 1800, he was ctfder- 
jed to repair on board the Portsmouth, Caq[>taia 
M'Neill, then bound for France. Being as yet a 
novice in naval service, he reluctantly wore the 
naval uniform of his country, conceiving those 
only worthy to wear ^t, whose experience and 
knowledge rendered them capable of performing 
honourably the duties . assigned them. In this 
vessel he returned to the United States in Decem- 
ber, 1800. A short residence in France con- 
quered his aversion to the language oAhat coun«^ 
try, and he embraced the opportunity to acquire 
a sufficient knowledge thereof, so as to converse 
therein with elegance and. ease. 

He now applied and obtained a furlough f<H* 
a short period, which time he ardently devoted to 
the furtbei: acquisition ojf a complete knowledge 
of the science of navigation. 

From the year 1800 to 1803, he sened on 
board of several ships of war, in various, cruises, 
unimportant in any point of view, except the op- 
portunities ofi*erea him to acquire a more per- 
fect knowledge, of naval afiairs. 

In the year 1803, he joined the frigate Consti- 
.tution. This vessel was commanded by. Common 
^dor^ Preble, and was bound for the Mediterra- 
nean. The Commodore, conceiving an attach- 
, ment to him, appointed him, when in the Mediter- 
. ranean, an acting Lieutenant^ the duties of which 
'station he ' honourably fulfilled^ during theTri- 
' poliae war. '^i; 
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The particular part acted by Lieutenanl 
Burrows in this warfare is not known ; he main* 
ttuned, on the subject of his personal exploits, a 
profband silence. He never would be the beraU 
of his own fame ; but he was just to the merits of 
Ms brother officers ; and very rarely, could he be 
induced to spe^k of affairs in which himself wa$ 
an actor. Whatever was known of Burrows 
came from other sources. It is a striking fact, 
that none are more ignorant of his personal ex* 
ploits than his own immediate relatives. He pro-^ 
fessed, on aH occasions, his contempt of those offi- 
cers* who embraced every opportunity ip pro* 
^laifn their own merits. • # 

In 1SQ7, he returned from Tripoli to his native 
country; and in the following year, was attached 
to the f^hiiadelphia station, and employed in the 
1>ay and river Delaware, as commander of gun- 
boat No. 119, enforcing the provisions of the eia- 
bargo law. 

. His wit was mingled with a species of whim, that 

may more properly be denominated Amtiofir. 

With an inflexible gravity of face, he would set 

the table in a roar, and then reprove bis guests 

for tl^ turbulence of their mirth. Not a sifigle 

smile would enliven tlie gravity of his visage, 

wMle all the company were Vociferous in their joy. 

In tins action and retro-action, between mock 

solenmity and uncontrolable mirth, Lieutenant 

Burrows wg.s pre-eminent. Under the pretext of 

repressing the mirth of conversation, liie enlivened 

it beyond all bounds, and conld assume any char- 

,acter he thought proper. While employed in 

a service in which his master passion of glory 

•••.••...•••••.....•'•....•.•••.•..■••.••.•.....*.•••.•..••...•••• •••.«••.•••••• 

• A biting sarcasm this, on the host of Militar)^ 
Puffcr%i of mushroom gran^th} dtiring the late war. ^ 



could receive no gratification, he gave this singu- 
lar species of whim and eccentricity full play. He 
would, while on shore, have the grave and sa* 
turnine character of the severe and unbending 
moralist, or the light and airy fop, as occasion 
demanded. Whatever character was wanting tc> 
complete the conviviality of the group, when as- 
sembled, Burrows assumed it. By this happy 
versatility of talent he became a desirable guest at 
every table, and was the favourite of all classes 
of men. His approach was hailed as the certain 
precursor of wit and humour ; and the company, 
on a s^ond interview, were sure of beholding him 
ID a chafacter entirely difierent from the first. By* 
this happy combination of humour, and an eccen- 
tricity always sparkling, and always variouS|» 
while he rigidly enforced the observance of the 
embargo law, he acquired the confidence and a& 
fection of tke inhabitants. He relieved the as<- 
perities of this unthankful service by>socb arts ; 
and the citizens supplied him with the best pro- 
visions, for the use of the men whom he com- 
manded, and were incessant in their invitations 
for him to become a guest at their tables.^ When 
he was called off from this service, it was a subject 
of general regret. 

In 1809, he was ordered to join the frigate Pre- 
sident, Captain Bainbridge. From this ship he 
was transferred to the sloop of war £[ornety as 
first Lieutenant, under Captain Hunt. In a dhaui- 
gerous and heavy gale, his brother officers have 
reported, that by his superior skill and iDtre- 
picfity, as an officer, the ship and the crew were 
i>oth preserved from what tney deemed inevita- 
ble destruction. 

^ ^In his promotion to a Lieutenancy, he found 
^mself outranked by his junior officers. This 
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wa« SO severely wounding to bis pride^ tbitt be 
remoQstrated to the proper department, in very 
feeling terms. He stated that he was now com* 
manded by Lieutenants who had formerly served 
under him, in the TripoUne. war. To withdraw 
a commission from the individual on whom it is 
conferred, to declare an officer unworthy of the 
honour thus bestowed, is an outrage of the same 
character as to wantonly place a junior over the 
head of his senior offi< er. Whether olgectioiMi 
of this nature weighed with the government, we 
know not : but certain bis remonstrances proved 
ineffectual. Finding that there was no prospect 
of haying his complaints listened to, with a At- 
VQurabie ear, he tendered his resignation to Mr« 
Secretary Hamilton, at the .time of that gentle- 
man's going out of office. It. was not accepted^ 
and Lieutenant Burrows had now to bear with 
fbititude what he was unable to remedy. He 
applied to the. government in March, 18 J 2, for a 
furlough, for the. purpose of prosecuting a voyage 
to India, which was granted. He Xound this in- 
dispensable, as his circumstances were, at this 
time, somewhat emban*assed.; and he accordingly 
went on board the ship Thomas Penrose, from 
Pbiladelptiia, bound to Canton, under the com^ 
mond of C£4>tain Ansley, of that city. On the 
return, passage, the ship was captured and car- 
ried into Barbadoes. Lieutenant Burrows arriv- 
ed in the United States, on his parole, in June, 
1813, and in the succeediug month, was regularly 
exchanged. 

Shortly after this, he was ordered by govern- 
ment to repair to Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, 
and to take the command of the United. States' 
sloop of war Enterprise, then in a state of readiness 
for sea. His mind was still sore with a sen^ of J 
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unredressed grievance, en the tnbjiect of his 
But the prospect of active service gratified his 
love of- glory, which suspended, all other co&s»^ 
derations. He declared, to an intimate friend, 
that he would serve during the war,* and that he 
would then dash his commission in the fire. He 
sacrificed all minor feelings, and promptly ac-* 
cepted the appointment. 

The Enterprise lefi the harbour of Portsmouth 
on the 5th of September, 1814. Tbenesctday, 
she fell in with his Britannic majesty's brig the 
Boxer, mounting sixteen eighteen pound cam^ 
nades, and two long nine pounders* The Boxer 
fired a shot, h<Hsted English colours, and imme^ 
diately bore down upon the Enterprise. The 
American vessel was tacking and making prepa- 
rations for action. Having obtained the wea- 
ther gage, she manoeuvred for some time to try 
her sailing, and to ascertain the force of her an- 
' tagonist. At length she shortened sail, hoisted 
three ensigns, and fired three shot in answer. 
The action now grew wai*m ; the Boxer bore 
within half pistol shot of the Enterprise, ami, giv- 
ing three cheers^ fired her starboard broadside. 
She was answered by three cheers and a larboard 
broadside from the Enterprise, and the action 
became general. The Enterprise having the ad- 
vantage of the wind, ranged ahead of her enemy, 
rounded to on the larboard tack, and commenced 
A raking broadside. The enemy's maintop&ail 
and topsail-yards came down, and the Enteiprise 
taking a position on the starboard .bow of the 
^ Boxer, and opening a raking fire, compelled the 
enemy to cry for. quarters. Their colours were 
nailed to the mast, and could not be hauled down. 
This action was continued for forty-five nii- 
)ir nutes, during which time Uie Boxer received mueh 
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4SaMiftge lit iraSs, rigging, spars and bull. The 
fintet^rise had but otte eignfeefl poutid shot in 
her hull, one in her mafABiast, and one in her fore- 
mast. Her sails were much cut with grape shot, 
and a great number of grape were lodged in her 
^e. The Boxer had twenty eighteen poumi 
rilot iri the huH, most of them at the water edge^ 
Iritfa several stands of eighteen ponnd grape itt 
her side. Lieutenant M'Call stated his loss to 
have been four killed, and ten wounded. The 
number killed on board of the Boxer is uncertain ; 
Ihe same officer states, from the best information 
which he was able to procure, that there was, of 
fte enemy, between twenty and twenty-five kit* 
led, and fourteen wounded* 
' At the first"fire, Lieutenant Burrows was mor- 
folhy wmiUded-by a musket ball ; he reftised, not« 
withstanding, to be carried below, and during the 
whole of the action, he lay bleeding on the deck. 
Wttli his dying lips he requested that the flag 
migbt^ never be struck. When the sword of his 
gallant enemy was presented to him, h^ clasped- 
his bands together, and exclaimed, '^ I am satis- 
fied— I die contented." He was then carried 
below, and expired shortly after. Captain BMhe, 
ttf the Boxer, who was killed by a cannon ball, 
was one of the supporters of the pall at the fune- 
ral of the unfortunate Lawrence. These brave 
men now slumber side by side, and their antipa* 
thies with them. The following resolution una* 
nimously passed both Houses of Congress : 

^^ Resohed, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, \i^ 
Congress assembled. That the 'President of the 
United States be requested to present to the 
nearest male reration of Lieutenant William Bur- 
eowsy and to Lieutenant £i>win R. M'Call, of 

6 • 
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die brig Enterprise, a. gold medaij wUb suitable 
emblems and devices; and a silver meddle with 
like emblems and devices, to each of the cam-' 
missioned officers of the aforesaid vessel ; in tes-> 
timony of the h^b sense, entertained by Congress, 
of the gallantry and good conduct of the officers 
and crew, in the conflict with the British sioo{> 
Boxer, on the fourth of September, in the year 
One thousand eight hundred and thirteen. And 
the President is also requested to communicate 
to the nearest. male relation of Lieutenant Bor- 
rows, the deep regrtet which Congress feel for tb^ 
kiss of that valuable officer, who died in the arms 
of victory, nobly contending for his country's 
- rights and fame." 

The remains of the gallant commanders, (Bur- 
/ rows and Blytbe) were buried at Portland, with 
military honours. 

The following memorial was caused to be in* 
scribed on the monument.of the gallant lieuten- 
ant Burrows, of Portland, by Mr. M. L. Davis, 
of New- York: 

^^ Beneath this stone, moulders the body of 
William Burrows, late conimander €>[ the United 
States' brig Enterprise, who was mortally wound-: 
ed on jthe 5th of September, 1813, in an actiop 
which coQiributed to increase the fame of Amer- 
ican valour, by rapturing his Britannic Maje^sty's 
brig Boxer, after a severe contest of forty>five 
minutes. A passing stranger has erected this 
monument of respect to the name of a patriof^ 
who, in the hour of peril, obeyed the loud sum- 

<ons of an injured country, and, who gallantly 
et^.Xovght, and conquered the foemen^'^ 
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CAPTAIN 

JAMES LA WHENCE. 

John Lawrence, Esq. was a respectable law* 
yerof the state of New- Jersey, and resided in tlie 
city of Burlington. He had ^several childreOi 
sons and daughters, of whom the youngest, Janie9| 
fortns the subject of this memoir. ' He bad the 
misfortune to lose his wife, a few weeks after the 
birth of this son, which took place on the 1st of 
October, 1781, and, consequently, committed him 
to the affectionate care of his daughters, for whom 
their brother ever manifested the warmest grati- 
tude and friendship. 

His juvenilfe years were chequered with nothing 
inore than the ordinary occurrences to which that 
stage of life is universally subjected. He was 
mild in his temper, modest in his manners, dutiful 
•and affectionate to his relatives and friends. 

His^ father designed him for the bar, but he, 
very early, discovered a predeliction for naval 
pursuits, from which, in vain, his father attempted 
to divert him. In obedience, however, to his fa- 
ther's wishes, he spent a few years in the dry stu- 
dies of the law, until his father's death, which en- 
•abled him, by the consent of his unrle? to follow 
the bent of his inclination. He learnt navic^ation, 
and, at seventeen years of age, was honoured 
with a Midshipman's warrrant. His first voyage 
was a cruise, in the ship Ganges, under Captain 
Tingey, in the West-Tndies, during the short mis- 

•' . - 1?, — y -A .^ '•7'., -- , 1 ♦l,^ TTr»;*y>^l-. 
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States. This and several subsequent ones fur- 
nished no incidents of character worthy of record. 
The Tripoline war, however, was of a different 
cast In this the most determined spirit was dis- 



played. At ibis tune, Mr. LMrreoce was appoiac* 
ed a Lieotenaot, and assttmed the comBiaiid ctfihe 
schooner Suterprise. During diU expMeditioii he 
volanteered in the 'hazardous ezj^oit of detliro j- 
ing the iVigate Pbiladelpiiia, and accompanied 
Pecatur as hi$ first I^eateeaal. The brilfiaaftt 
access of that enterprise is vdl koowa, and £tw 
the gallantry ai^ skill displayed oa the t^ccarioo, 
Decatur was made post-csiptain, while Lawneiwe 
in common with |be oAer officers aod ctmWy wa9 
voted, by Congress, onfy two^months ejitra payi^^ 
which he declined accepting. 

The barbdur of Tripoli seemed now -to kaor^ 
become a sort oi^ rendezvous aod schooj ftkrtk^ 
American infant navy. The ^coast of Barbwjr 
was the ^Id of their first experience and yo^idH 
ful achievement. The most of the officers msqr 
be fairly styled young heroes, full ^ life, spivift 
and enthusiasm — ^It was ther« they formed tbot^ 
strong ties of brotherly love and friendship, ths|| 
natural confidence, which has distin^shed tbem 
for that bold spirit aad defiance o( dai^er, eva^ 
ced throughout the late war, and educbjs witl^ 
out a parallel in any other nation of the eM^eid^ 
ration. ^ 

Nearly three years and a half, did Lawrene^ 
remain on the Mediterranean station, ^ifter wbkj^ 
be returned to the United &ates with Gommodorf 
Preble, and was sent out as comaiandev^of gWf* 
boat No. 6, in which station he i^emaiiied ffM* u^r 
teen months ; after this, he acted as first Lie atei^ 
ant of the Constitution, and as commander stee^ 
jcessivelv of the Vi^en. tine Wasn.. the Armis. s^nd. 

the Hornet. 

In 1808, he was married to the daughter of Mr. 
Montdavert, a respectable merchant of New- 
Yerk. 



1 ^rfler tke eommenceiMiit of tlie Itle vat 
Great &iUiia and its dependencies, he 
B the HMoet sloop of war, as p«fl of the 
>ii dial emised wider Commodore Rodit* 
iTiiile hewa^alMesit on thiscmisey Lieutea- 
rris was prmoted to (be rank of post-cap- 
Ida bravely and sktU as first Lieutenant of 
astitliilion, in the action wkb tiie Guer- 

■ 

a{)f»oiBtment as it raised him two grades, 
iced bim over the heads of older officers, 
ist offence to many of the navy, who coidd 
ok that the regitiar roles of the service 
be ' ii^rhaped. It was thought partially un- 
i aivtBg^him. rank above Lawrence, who 
kffiJly ^stingmshed himself as first Liei|teB"» 
Dwatar, in the. destructicn of the IHgate 
rl{dua, and who,, at present was but mas* 
f commander* . 

'etaraing from tki& cruise,. Lawrence con- 
with'his friends, and addressed a memo-^ 
the Senate, ia a letter to the Secretary of 
^vy, wherein, after acknowledging the great 
and services of Captaia MorrJsi he remon- 
[ in the most respectful and temperate, but 
id m^ly lang^uage, on the iibpropriety of 
fmotioo^ as being contrary to the nature ef 
precedi^Me^ and particularly as it respect* 
Bself ;.al the same time he frankly mention- 
t he should be compelled, however reluct- 
to leave die service, if thus improperly oirt- 

> r^ply of die* Secretary, was brief and sin- 
— barely observing — " that if he thought pro-^ 
Uwt the 8&ince mthout a eause^ there would' 
maish heroes and patriots enough to support th^ 

5* 
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*Tlttsl»e<)me ^frfitledM not eoftie dkwdy to 
Lawrence's haods^ as he liad then u^ cmt 
anotber cnuse to the Brastts, witii 
Batnbridge, in the CmstilatiaD. Off thet&aiifa| 
^ey fell in miH a British doop m( «w caUed^the 
Bonne Citoyeone, ^ving a -large ambant^nl' 
specie on board, which ifaey cbasiNi into St Aalr 
vadere. This. vessel Wtas lai^gor and of g»aMt 
force than the Hornet, yet Captain LawreBot 
bad contrived to have hi£»*amlk»ii oammmm^AJbed 
lo Captitin Gre^i'of the Bomie CitoyeoJM^ afif 
j^nainting him that he. w4died for a^' laderviewv 
^and plei^ifig his honour tbatimtber the (jGrnsd^ 
tntion nor any other vessel wouli int^riBBre, wbmk 
was siipponed by a«iimkir one d«en*by Oanno^ 
dore &kinbridge, that he should not interfere; 
yet Captain Chi^endiecliaed tlie conriaat, nllrfflagi 
^t tfa«iugh perfectly satined that the ewnt m 
9uch areocountre would be bonoucabletolnsHshqi^ 
yet he was eqiji^ly convinced tbiLt Commodott 
Bainbridge could not sweiwe so ^nuch from^lfo 
paramoupt duty he owed bis country^ m^ to. 'bar 
come an inactive spectator, and see a »hip behtmg- 
ingto the very^quadnan under his oidem,* felt 
into the hands df tboieaeaiy* 

It was iminediatdy made known to (Gbreon^tbii 
Cofluoodore BaialMMge4efi4he Hornet, for ibttr 
days, off from the hmrbour in wfakrfi' the Bomfi 
Citoy^ane lay ^ and at theidislaaceof.forty mikifi 
Lawrence afterwards went into 4he harbour mi 
remained three diQrs, jWbea he^migfat ha^e tosi^ 
have remained twenty-four hours bad ,Qaf/^tm 
Green requested it M length the Coi^tntion 
went off altogether, leaving liAwreace to blockade 
the Bonne Citayenne^ which. he .^id for neariy# 
month. Captain Green not judging it prc^^er'^'ln 
risk an ^ncoonter* The only excuse that couU 
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Bik mttchslbr Qrtea is^ thai be did not think 
it .to lAepaartAonk tke purpote ofUsvojr- 
l^fik Ims vestel in a contaslfiNr mere inm- 
peputjrtion. Hie arrivai xxf Ae BrMth 
ntaj^e, ef 74 goQSi from Hio Jaoerio, ob» 
iq^tain Ldtwvence tocfannge Us cniisiog 
I ^fm tln&'iipe»ty4biirtfi of Jannaiy; Tbe 
pue imd been expressly seal Ibr tbe pun* 
ir^lieving tbe Bonne Cid^jrenm and a Bri- 
skot ^ ifliigiMiSy wbtdtidii^ lay aft 6t. Sal* 
Bttrmg this cmwe, Gaptatn Lawrence 
fwitk ^ the' Britiib brig -Peacock, *Captam 
rolf Demerara, a ¥eaiei of about equal 
The combm co«imenc«a witfaia half pis- 
>t, and go tge mend ons was Ae fine Aom the 
t, that, in fifteen minates, the Peacock sur^ 
r^ and made signak «f distress, being in a 
g ccmditioni Her ai2an<-ffiast had gone bjr' 
oasd and she was altogether reduc^ to an 
ite ^R^lrelik, in so .gnsat afdegree that, not* 
«an^ng«very exertion was aciade to keep her 
^tttil the fprtsoaers eouM be removeo, she 
(wWi tlnrteen of her crew, ftnd three brave 
loan tars, whothu^oobly perished in endear 
Qg to relieve a cowqoered foe. Among the 
^Mi'boitfd'the Peocoek, was foond the body 
qitain Pedbe,twho Wis woandcld twice 
iCitoti, the iflst'Of 'Wfaich pnMred mortal. 
F was wmppnd in his fiag, 'as a shroud, and 
iaAecaMn. 

uriag die batde, the Britirii brig L*£speigie 
niiag rfifieen thirly^two pound eartonades, 
two longninei^^ib^ at anchor abbnt eix milos 
tmre. 'iSie Hornet accordingly was put tm- 
Itol^Iy in a sttnation fer oommencingimodier 
on, and in abont 'three hoitrs was in complelie 
mi but tbe. en^ay <iUd not ^ink fwop^ to 
ke any attack. 
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prifmiers, was truly humMe-and commeadabk^ 
•and stich has been thecondact generally of all ^he 
'.officers of our navy, oil vimUar ocaaskHiis. The 
officers of tbe Peacock, ow their *anr»ral at Naiii> 
York, said, ^* tkey tseased to* ecmsiifep' themseivca 
-as prisoners;" tesides Budciiig afMiUic wskoomt- 
ied^meat in lheNewspa|iers,to>Captr iaiawfffiACC^ 
for bis good treatment, &c. f ^ o 

• It must also be tiecoided to the booonr of s'the 
'Hor&et's crew, that, on obsarving tbe Peacodi^ 
:prfiM>ners had k»st all Aeir cloathkig by* Ae shiIbp 
ing of their ^ip, ike^e good fellows toiife .a mvatf 
4er, and irom their own wardrobes -supplied eindi 
prisoner with two i^ets and a btne jacket i^ea^ 
browsers* i 

: On retnrnhig lo this connfry, Captaali' Lawrentce 
was reeeived wkh great dMnctioii and af^lause^ 
iuid various pid^ltc bodies coB^rred on biin pecffc- 
•Uar tokens of approbation. Wlnle absent, thfe 
Tank of post-captain bad be#n eoofeired on hw, 
"and shorUy after bis velvrn, he received a letter 
jrom the Secreliqry 6f the Navy,, pfiering him the 
•command of the fitgate Constkntion, provided 
nether Captains F^Nter^or Evans ap^ied for i^ 
they being oMer officers^ Captain. Lawrence res- 
pectfully declined this condttiofial appointment, 
for satii^actory reasons which be stated to the See* 
spetaiy. He than received an unconditional a^ 
pointment to that frigate, and dinections to supei^ 
'ihtead'the Navy*yard^.at New-Yoricin the absence* 
«of Captain* Ludlow. < The next day, to his great 
surprise and dmgrinv he received, counter orders, 
-with instructions, to take command of the frigate 
Chesapeake^ then lying at Boston, nearly ready: 
fat sea. This appointment was particulariy dis- 
iS^gceeaUe^ to biou Hi^ %9Jk j^ejudiced ag^nsti 
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t ship in.eur Mry, aad A'Oin b«migbcai 
ler .4li90racecl ki the aflUr wkh theXiesp^ 
IIS last cit)Q«flMliHiO0 bud acquired her 
SM^tor . of .ao . anlttclq^ riM|>-?4be wont cf 
amonia^ saUont^ wbo are cfevoiit believers 
aad bad laek'j and so detriwelal was it 
Kesself tfaat n has been ^diffioidl to seendl 
rber. 

extreaie re|Migiiaiice tfaat Captaia Law« 
tVt to tiMs appoiotoMat, iiMkioed faiaft lo 
t tke Secaelary of the Navy, requasliog to 
bsuad ]f»4be coanoaad of iJb^ UonioL Bop 
; was his wish to remaia soaiesbart tioae ia 
ad^ejg^y.aiitHerqposeia Ihe^soai of his 
: particularly as bis snfe was in Ibal del» 
iiaaittoi^i thai most calls forth the teadei^ 
i4 soMcitiide .of aa a&ctioaate hasbaaA 
PUgbbo wrotoibiNr iMers to the Seeretary 
-^ received aa answer, nod was oUi0ed ra* 
dy^ aoqiMsee. 

^ Uj^i^ ia 9oslOB iwads» sMsarly jreadf 
t, tbebriiidi fr^te fifhstaaon appeared off 
trbouTf aad laade aigaals e^^resm^e of a chair 
. The bnavt Lawieaee tnuaediaitely i^ekot^ 
\ oil .a<ceptt«^ U, tlmu^ cooscseas at the 
of th^l^raat disparity between the two shipc 
ghaaaoa was a prime. <iressd, equipped ia aa 
Dfdiiiiiry manner, fsr the expre^ss piH^ie ef 
lating advantageously one of oar largest fro- 
;. Sb^ bsd an »MSoaily onmeroas crew <if 
^"ScTi, thwoaghly disci^med and wrti ofi» 
i She was conmianded by Captein BrcAe, 
of the bravest and ablest oflie^s in the 8«r^ 
, who fought merely fin* reputation. 
In the other hand, the Chesapeake was an in* 
^ntship, with a crew, a great part of whoas 
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were newly recruited, and not bfi[>ughf iiif^^ Spf6^ 
}>er discipline. They were stangers to tbeir ccflife- 
mander, who had not had time to produce thTA 
]perfect subordination, yet Strong personal attacSn 
inent, which he had the talent of creating' irhe^' 
ever he tommanded. His 'first tieutenanf '%ltt 
sick on shore ; the other officers, though ineritbH^ 
otts, were young m^ ; two of them mer^ %clHi§' 
Lieutenants; most of them recently appointed 1o 
the ship, and tintfcquainted fHth the men. '■'** 

The most earnest endeavours w^re used) . 9f. 
Commodore Bainbridge and other gentletnen, ^' 
tiiseuade Captain Lawrence from what was con- 
sidered a rash and unnecessary exposure. ' -lie 
felt and acknowledged the force of their reasonL 
but persisted in his determination. He was pie^tt- 
iiarly ^uated : he had formerly challenged the 
Bonne Citoyenne, and should he decline a siraiUiir 
challenge, it might subject him to sneers and tnll^ 
representations. Among the other unfortun^ 
circumstances that attendedtbis ill-stafted batftfc^ 
Was the delay of a written challenge iromCi^t^ 
Broke, which did not arrive on til after Capttia 
JjOLwrevtce itad sailed. It is stated to have beeA 
-eoQcbed in the most frank and courteous lalK^ 
guage; minutely detailing the force of hi^ sh^: 
andoffering, if the Chesapeake should not be codj- 
pletely prepared; to cruise off and on until svtA 
'^mead she made a specified signal of being read^f* 
for the confiict. It is to be deeply regretted thw 
Oaptain Lawrence did not receive this gallant 
<:ha)fi&:}5e, as it would have given him time tC J3* 
his ship iiJ proper order, and spared him the ne^ 
cessity of hurrying out in his unprepared condi- 
tion, to so formal and momentous an encounter* 

After getting the ship under way, he called the 
crew toother, and haying ordered the white flag 
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»ted» blearing the motto, ^* Free- trade and 
r%jitS9" he, acijcording to custona, made 
bart h^aogifte. While h^ wa» spei^ing^ 
lUTHiurs wei^ beard, and strong symptouft 
tisfaction appeared in the manners and 
inces of t^e crew. After he bad finished, 
drel Portugueae, wi|o was boatftwain's 
id ia^cted as spok/^smaa t^ the murmiirers, 
tp Obtain Liawrenceio an insolent man-^ 
aplaii^og A^omg .pther things, that they 
been paid their prizermoney, which had 
e for some tiinepast,- 

:riti£al native of tbe.moment, and his igno^i^ 
>f the dispositions . and characters of hi& 
rould not allow Captain Lawrence to no* 
b dastardly and mutinous conduct in the 
r it deserved. He dared not thwart the 
rs of men, pvjer whose ali'ections he had not 
le to acquire any influence, and thei*rfore 
d the purser to lUke the|n below and give 
phf cks for their prize money, which waa 
[ingly ctpne. 

iraspn the. morning of the £rst of June that 
hesapeake put to sea. The Shannon, on 
; her come out, bore away, and the other 
ed. At 4, p. M. the Chesapeake hauled up 
red a gun; the Shannon then hove to. ' The 
iS manoeuvred in awful silence, until within 
shot^ when the Shannon opened her fire, and 
vessels, sjlmost at the same moment poured 
tremendous broadsides. The execution in 
ships was terrible, but tlie fire ol* the Shan* 
K^as peculiarly fatal, not only making great 
;hter among the men, but cutting down some 
e raost valuable officers. The very first shot 
d Mr. White, sailing-master of the Chesa- 
iti an excelknt pfficer, whose loss at such a. 



fotirth LieuKenant, Mr. BaHaird^ received idl^^i^ 
imfdMal wound in this broadi^de, and' at^th^ BMt0 
moftient Caj^taiaf Lshrrenre was shof'throu^ ^' 
tej^with a^nmsket' ball; he* Imw^ver sitpp«ite# 
himielf OQ-Ihe cotnpanioKi wajp^, and €SMtiii6«d t9 
^ive hi$ orders ^ifn his^ usoa^ 0ocrfnes$^ Abotil 
three broadsides were exehanged, whleb, fr^ntM 
closeness of the ships, were dreadfully destr«etivlt 
The Chesapeake had three men shot from husit 
lielm isuccessively, each taking it as the otber^C^ 
this of course produced irregularity in the sfeM* 
%jg, and the consequence was, that her anchor 
caught in one of the Shannon^s after pdrtiS. ' SMI 
was thus* in a position where her guns crould-i^ 
be brought to bear upon the enemy, while the h^ 
ter was enabled to fire^ raking ishots from* her 
foremost guns, which swept the upper decks- ef 
the Chesapeake, killing or wounding the ^eatei* 
portion of the men. A hand-grenade was-throw* 
en the quarter-deck, which set firtf to somemusk^ 
cartridges, but did no other damage. 

In this' state of carnage and exposure^, abeirt 
twenty of the Shannon'smen, seeing a favouraMs 
opportunity for boarding, without waiting for oif* 
ders, jumped on the- deck of the Chesapeake.— 
Captain Lawrence had scarce time to- call Ml 
boarders, when he received a second and mortil 
wound from a musi(^ ball which lodged inr his in^ 
testines. Lieutenant Cox, who commanded tlte 
Second division j rushed up at the call for the boar^ 
ders, but came just in time to receive his falling 
commander. He was' in the act of carrying him 
below, when Captain Broke, accompanied by hii 
first Lieutenant, and fellowed' by Ws regulaf 
boarders, sprang on board tne Chesapeake. The 
ibrave Litiivrence^saw tbe overwhelimng^ danger; 
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wroddsr a^ he vf^'. beme bleedrngfinaai Ike 
djpe, ^^Doa't surreDder th^ thip T' 
iet>T4i9«enBoiiey£«<|. ofBostoD, vh^f Iran 
1 «itechiiient ^to Ca(>lattt Lawreoce, had 
Miied him in this cruke » Chaplain, at- 
I ip revenge fhis fall. He sbol at Captaitt 
but missed him^ the latter made a cvt a/t 
d, wbich Livenaore warded ofi^ bwl jo i# 
received a severe wound in the ana. The 
&€er that now remained on the.upper dedi 
>utenaBt Ludlow, who waa^ao entirely weak- 
ad disabled by repeated wounds received 
9 the action, as to be incapaUe of personal 
ace. The comparatiFely smaU number of 
berefope, that survived on the upper decks» 
' no officer to head them, the British soc- 
I in securing complete possession, before 
rom beloweould get up. Lieutenant Budd^ 
ad commanded the first diyisioja below, be- 
rorn^d of the danger, hastened! up with some 
imt was overpowered, by superior numbersy 
:ut down immediatdy. Great embarrass- 
took place, in conseouenee of the officers 
unacquainted with tne crew. In one Wr 
i inparticidsur^ Ldeuteaant Cox, on iiioanting 
iCck, joined a party of tbe enemy through 
ke,.and was made sensible of hU error, by 
cv^tiog at him with their sabres, 
bile this scene of havoc and confusion iras g<H 
|i above, Captain Lawrence, who was l^ng in 
r^-room in excruciating P^n, hearmg the 
;cease, forgot the anguish of his wounds;- 
ig ,no officer near him, he ordered the sur- 
k to basteu on deck and tell tbe officers to 
on to the last, and never to strike the colours ; 
ng, " they shall wave while I live." Tbe 
of the battle, howe^^r> w#s decided* Fioding 
6 



«U fmAer fesifltaiice vaia, and a mere wast^ of 
life, Lieutenant Ludlow gave up the ship ; itfter 
which he received a subre woond in the head from 
ane of die Shamon^s crew, ^which fractured hit 
skoU, and ultimately, proved oiorta]* He was one 
of the most promising officers of bis age in the 
service, higldy esteemed for his profcssioDal tal- 
ants, and beloved for the generous qualities thai 
ador;ned his private character. 
. Thus ternnnafeed . oae of the most renoarkalrie 
eombats on naval .record. From the peciiiiar acr 
cidents that attended it, the battle was sboH, desf 
perate and bloody. So long as the cannonad- 
' tag continued, the. Chesapeake is said to have 
clearly had the advantage ; and had the ships not 
run foul, it is probable she would have captured 
the Shannon. Though considerably damaged in 
her upper works, and pierced with some shot holes 
in her hull, yet she had sustained no injury to SiSeii 
her safety ; whereas the Shannon- had received 
several shots between wind and water, and, con* 
sequent^, could not have sustained the action 
long. The havoc on both sides was dreadful $ 
bot to the singular circumstance of having evei^ 
officer on the 'upper deck either kiUed or woun(^ 
ed, early in the action, may chiefly be attributed 
the loss of the Chesapeake. 

The two ships presented dismal spectacles aftcar 
Ih^ battle. Crowded with the wounded and tb< 
dying, they resembled floating hospitals, sending 
forth groans at every roll. The brave 3roke hs 
delirious from a woimd in the head, which he H 
^aid to have received while endeavouring to prer 
vent the slaughter of some of our men who had 
surrendered. In his rational intervals, he always 
spoke in the highest terms of the courage and 
wU«f Lawrence, and the ^ gallant and master|j 
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wounds of Captain Lawrence rendered k 
ble to remove him after the battle, and his 
^ng v«ry moch shattered, he remained im 
'd^rootn. Here he lay, attended by his oini 
1, and surrounded by his brave and suftiv- 
cers. He made no comment in, nor indeed 
^ard to utter a word, except to make sij^cit 
requests as his necessities rc;^tnred. Ia 
y he lingered tbrough four days, in extreme 
pain, and then expired, 
body was wrapped in the colours of his 
nd buried by the British at Halifax with the 
rs of war. From thence it was removed by 
ends to Salem, in the State of jVIassachi^ 
where it received the most particular re*> 
and was again removed to the city of New^ 
where it . was buried with the honours of 

;he time of his death he was but thirty-two 
of age, nearly sixteen of which had been 
irably expended in the service of his country. 
as a aisciplinarian of the highest order, pro* 
g perfect obedience and subordination witb- 
; verity. His men became zealously devoted 
D, and ready to do through affection what 
ity would have never compelled. He was 
ulously correct in his principles, delicate in 
;nse of honour; and to his extreme jealousj 
putation he fell a victim, in daring an iljl 
hed encounter, which prudence would have 
led him in declining. In battle, where his 
and commanding person made him conspic^ 
, tlie calm collected courage, and elevated 
o[uillity which he maintained in the midst of 
1, imparted a confidence to every bosom. In 
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<he' hoiir of victory he was moderat^aod unassimir 
ing ; towards the vanquished he was gentle, geher- 
i6us and hnmaoe. 

His brother being dead, he was the last mal^ 
branch of a family, who looked up to him as its 
ornament and pride. His fraternal tenderness 
was the prop and consolation of two widowed 
iristers, and in him their helpless offspring found a 
ikther. He left also, a wi^ and two young chil- 
dren, {6 ^hoip be was fervently attached. The 
critical situation cf- the former, was one of those 
caresi which preyed upCn bis mind at the time be 
went forth to battle. The utmost precautions 
were taken by bis relatives to keep from her the 
knowledge of her husband's fate ; their anxietj^ 
was soon relieved by the birth of a son. The un- 
fortunate mother at length recovered from a lonff 
And dangerous confinement, before she learned 
the heart-rending intelligence of her husband's 
fetier . 



COLONet 

B. M. JOHNSOlf. 

• 

Tms gentleman is a native of the State of Kent- 
(ucky. When an infant, he was, with his mother 
and other women and children, refuged in a fort 
successfully defended only by about thirty men^ 
against the assaults of a savage foe nearly 500 
strong. His father was then absent in Virginia oil 
business. Kentucky once formed a part of that 
state, and was denominated " New- Virginia," 
of which the eccentric Daniel Boon was the first 
*irettler. His early education was limited to i^ 
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school* After this, four yean applica* 
a country grammar-ficfaool preparea hinl 
study of the law, the practice of which ht 
it nineteen years of age. When twenty^ 
ITS old, he was ushered into public life.r 
Irving two years as a member oi the Legist 
>f his native state, he was elected to a seat 
House of Representatives of the Congress 
Juit^d States. He has been always attachr 
the republican party, and supported his 
. the National Legislature, fo^ war to re» 
' aggressions of Great Britain, by his pet" 
lervices in the field. Here he displayed the 
dignity of Us character, for courage, peiv 
uce, and enterprise. His early rustic em«* 
ents had braced his constitution, as it were^ 
ron nerves. 

^ the successful defence of fort Stephenson^ 
governor Shelby repaired to the scenes of 
re with 4000 mounted Kentuduans, to reinr 
General Harrison in the Michigan TerritON- 
hnson commanded a mounted regiment^ while 
esidue from imperious circumstances, coor 
1 to act as infantry. * Governor Shelby's di» 
t arrived at the bead-quarters of the North 
era army on the seventeenth of September, 
, shortly, after Perry's victory. 
Ltb this force he halted at fort Meigs, with ot^ 
to advaace to Detroit by land collaterally 
the Commander-inrchief^ who approached H 
rater. He was to be informed by express o^* 
y moveinent. 

a the 30th of September, he arrived at De- 
;, and immediately began to cross the river ia 
ts. At this time, the British army was on its 
eat up the river Thames, and Johnson's mount- 
regiment formed a part of the force selected 
mrsue itr. C* 
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> E^ly on the morning of the third of Octbbei^ 
the General proceeded with Johnson's regimeDt; 
to prevent the destruction of the. bridgiefi over 
the different streams that fall into lake St. Ckmr 
and the Thames. These streams are deep and 
muddy, and are onfordabla for a considerable 
distance into the country. A Lieulenant of drar 
goons and- thirty privates, who had been sent 
4>ack by Creneral Proctor, to destroy the bridge^ 
were made prisoners near themoutfaof the Thames; 
from them the General learnt that the enemy 
JiadnoiDfofJnation of their advance. 

The baggage of the army was brought from 
-Detroit in boats, protected by a part of Commo« 
dore Perry's squadron. In. the evening the army 
arrived tat Drake's farm, eight miles from the 
mouth of the Thames, and encamped. This river 
is a fine, deep stream, navigable for vesselsof con- 
siderable burthen, after the passage of the bar att 
its mouth, over which there is generally seven feet 
•water. The gun^boats could ascend as far as 
fDalson'v3, below which the country is one contio;- 
ued prairie, smd at once favourable for covahry 
BM>vements, and for the co-operatio^ of the gun- 
boats. Above DaJspn's, the aspect of the couQ^ 
try -duqage& ; the river, though still deep, is not 
more than seventy ywrds wide, and its banks h%k 
and woody. 

At Chatham, four miles from Dalson's, and sii^ 
teen miles from lake St. Clair, is a small deep 
creek, where the army found the bridge taken 
lip, and the enemy disposed to dispute their pas- 
sage, and upon the -arrival of the advance guard, 
commenced a heavy^ fire from the opposite bank, 
as well as a flank fire from the right bank of the 
river. The army halted and formed in order a£ 
battle*. The bridge was repaired under the oovec 



B from two sii pounders. The Indians did 
sh the 'fire from our cannon, and retired* 
1 Johnson, being on the right, had seized 
nains> of a bridge at M'GregOr's mills, un-* 
aeavjr fire from the Indians. He lost on 
casion two killed and four wounded. The 
set fire to a house near the bridge, contain- 

considerable quantity of muskets; the 
were e^^tiv^^shed and the arms saved. At 
»t farm above the bridge, they found one of 
^mj^& vessels on fire, loaded with arms and 
Lnce stores. Four miles higher up, the ar* 
»ok a position for the night. Here they 

two odier vessels, and a large distillery 
with ordnance and stores to an immense^ 
nt) in flames. Two twenty^-four pounders^ 
their carriages, were taken, and a large 
ity of balls and shells of varkms sives. 
e army was put inmotton early on die mor^ 
of the fifth. The General accompanied Col- 
Johnson; and Crovernor Shelby fcdlowed 
the infan^. This morning the army cap- 
I two gun*boats and several batteaux loaded, 
provisions and ammunition. At nine, they: 
bed Arnold's mills, where there- was a fording 
?, and the only one fdr a consklerable distance. 
I the army crossed to the right bank, the 
nted reriment fording, and the infentry in, 
captured boats. The passage, though re- 
ed for want of a sufficient number of boats^, 
completed by 12 o'clock, 
ight iaules above the ford, they passed the 
md where the British force had encamped the 
H hefim. The General directed the advance 
"okm^lJohnson's regiment to accelerate theHr 
*ch^ for the purpose of ascertaining the di9- 
c» of tbe enemy. The officer commanc&ig it^ 
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shortly ^ter sent w<H'dback that bis progress wai, 
stopped by ti>e enemy, who were forxaed across, 
our line of inarch. 

The army was now within three mites of the, 
Moravian town, and within one mile of the enieBoy,' 
The ro;sul passed through a beach forest without 
any clearing, and for the first two miles, near ta 
the bank of the river. At the distance of i^y 
rods from the river, is a swamp running parallel 
to it, and ex^tending all the^way to the ladian vil-*^ 
luge. The intermediate ground dry, the surface 
level, the trees lofty and thick, with very little Wf 
derwood to iQipede the progress of man or horse^^ 
^i^cept that p^irt which borders on the swamp^ 

Across this narrow strip of land, the British 
fpfce was drawn up in line to pjrevenl the. advance 
^the American army. Their left, resting on the 
river, was defended by^ four pieces of cannon f 
aear the trentre were two otlier pieces. Near the^ 
swamp, the British line was covered by a Iarg# 
fhdiaQ force, who aUo lined the margin of ihf 
4Mvamp to a. considerable distance. The Britvsk 
troops amounted to 600 1 the Indisgos probably ta 
J20a. . 

As it was not practicable to turn the enemy 19 
Hank, it became aece§;sary to attack them in froiMif 
General Harrison did i*ot loog hesitate, in hi« 
choice of the laode pf attackt it w^ as «^vel sf 
it was suc^e^sfid* 

The troops Ab bis <lisptpsat migkt amo»»[t &» 
3000 men ; yet, fro^ the pec^uUai* mtture of thf 
{^und, one h^f pf this fprcfs ooald UfH advanta- 
Ij^psly engage the enepy^ 

About one hundred, and HAy regulars, under 
4Goloael Ball, occupied the jiarrow space betweea 
;^e road apd river ; they were ordered to advance 

jfi4 mm9 ^§ ^u§my i and if jm of^ortuiiitjr 



offered, to seize his cannon. A small party of 
Hendly Indians were directed to move under the 
)ank. Colonel Johnson's regiment was drawn 
ip in close column, with its right a few yards di»* 
ant from the road, with orders to charge at full 
peed as soon as the enemy delivered his fire.-* 
. he Kentucky volunteers, under Major-General 
lenny, were formed in the rear of the mounted 
egiment, in three lines extending froin the road 
> the swamp. General Desha's division covered 
le left of Johnson's regiment. Governor Shelby 
as at the crotchet, formed by the front line and 
eneral Desha's division.— This was an important 
Mnt. General Cass and Commodore Perry 
Junteered as aids to General Harriscn, wha 
aced himself at the he^d of the frotit liiie of in^ 
ntry, to direct the movements of the cavalry, 
id to give them the necessary support. Suck 
IS the order of battle. 

The army moved in this order tiU the mounted 
m received the fire of the enemy,, at the distance 
t\vo hundred yards. The charge was beat, and 
an instant one thousand horse wei*e in motion 
full speed ; the right, led on by Colonel John-» 
9, broke through the British lines and formed 
their rear. The enemy's pieces were not 
ided ; their bavonets were not fixed, and they 
Tendered at discretion. The whole was the 
rk of a minute. In breaking through their 
iks, Qur men kiUed twelve and wounded thirty- 
'en of the British regulars. The shock was uft- 
>ected. They were not prepared to resist it ; 
ae were trampled under the feet of our horses ; 
lers were cut down by the soldiers ; very few 
re shot, for the fir^ was hot general. Had the 
*iny ' shown the lea^t symptoms of resistance^ 
3r their lines were broken through, the greater 
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part would faav4 beeo destroyed ; but tfaey were 
passive, \ever was terror more strongly depicted 
on the countenances of men. Even the oiBcei*r 
were seen with uplifted hands, exclaiming ^^ quar-> 
ters r* There \i no doufot but that they expected 
lo be massacred, believing that the Kentuokian» 
would retaHate the bloody scenes of Raisin an^ 
Miami. 

On the left the contest was more serious ; Co* 
lonel Johnson, who commanded on that flank of 
iii» regiment, received a terrible fire from the 
Indians, which was kept up for some time. The 
Colonel lead the head of his column into the hot^ 
test of the enemy's fire, and was personally op« 
posed to Tecumseh. At this point a condeoseil 
inass of savages had collected; Tet, i^gardlesf 
of danger, he rushed into the midst of them; so 
thick were the Indians, at this moment, that seve* 
ral might have reached him with their rifles. He 
tt>de a white horse, and was known to be an officer 
of rank; a shower of balls was discharged at hinii 
some of which took effect. His horse was shot 
under him, and his clothes, his saddle, and hi| 

ETSon was pierced with bullets,— * At the moment 
s horse fell, Tecumseh rushed towards him with 
an uplifted tomahawk, to give the fatal stroke^ 
but his presence of mind dkl not forsake him 'm 
ibis perilous predicament ; he drew a fMstol from 
bis holder, and laid his daring opponent dead at 
bis feet. He was unable to do more, the loss of 
-Wood deprived him of strength to stand. Fortt»- 
vately, at the moment of Tecumseh's fall, the en- 
emy gave way, which secured him from the reacli 
of their tomahawks. He received five shots-^ 
three in the right thigh, and two in the left arm. 
Six Americans and twenty-two Indians fell within 
20 yarjds of the spot where Tecumseh was killed^ 
a^d the trains of blood almost covered the groundi 



The. Indians cimlwied a brisk $f^ from tbe 
Ipargin of ibe swamp, which made some impre»» 
lion on a line of Keniuckj^ Yoluiiteer s ; b42t €iov«r<» 
nor Shelby brought up a regiment lo its support^ 
and their lire «oon became loo warm for the eur 
ferny. A part of Colonel Johnson's meo having 
l^ained the. rear of a part of the Indian line, the 
rout became general. A small party of Indians 
att^ERf^ed to gain the village by running up the 
Qarrow strip :of dry land, but they were soon over^ 
taken and c)^ down. The Indians fought brave«- 
ly, and sustained a severe loss in killed and woun^ 
ded. The death 4Dtf Tecum&eh was to vtbem an 
irreparable loss.* 
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* The 'Celebrated aboriginal warrior, Tecumseb) 
was in the 44th year of his age, ^he» he fell at the 
bitde of the Thames. He was of the Shawannoe 
tribe, five feet ten inches high, well formed for activ'^ 
Ity «nd the endurance of fatigue, which he was capa» 
ble of sustaining in a very extraordinary degree. His 
:earriage was erect and lofty— his motions quick — his 
eyes penetrating— 'his visage stern with an air of hau- 
teur in his countenance, which arose from an elevat- 
ed pride of soul-— it did not leave him even in death. 
His eloquence was nervous, concise, impressive, ^s^r 
uralive, and sarcastic, bdttig of k taciturn habit of 
^e«oh, his words were few, but always to the pur- 
pose. His dress was pkdn^^he was never known to 
indulge in gaudy decoration of his p^*8on, which is 
^the genor^ practice of tbe Indians He wore on the 
dity of his death, a dressed deer<»skin coat and panta- 
loons. It is said he could rsad and write correctly ; 
of this however, it is doubtful, 'as he was the irrecon* 
ciliable enemy to oivilizaticm, of course would not 
be apt to relish the fine arts. He was in every re- 
spect a savage, the greatest perhaps, since the davs 
-of. -Pontaic. His ruling maxim in war, was to talte 
no pvitonersi and he strictly adhereA 4o the sauguan- 
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. The American urmy had fifteen killed and tbtity 
wounded. 

' General Proetor abandoned his army at the 
moment Johnson's regiment beat the charge, 
fie was supported in his flight by about fifty dm- 
goons. Some of the mounted men who pursued 
him were, at one time, within one hundred yards 
of him, but were too weak to attack his guard 
His carriage and papers were taken. So rapid 
was his retreating journey, that, in twenty-four 
hours, he found himself sixty-five miles distaat 
•from the field of contest. 



•.«>.< 



ary purposes of his soul— he neither gave noracp 
cepted quarters. Yet, paradoxical as it may^Beenist^ 
the prisoners made by other tribes, he waa ^ittentive 
«nd humane, ^ay^ in one instance, he is said to iiave 
buried his tomahawk in the head of a Chippeway 
chiel^ whom he found actively engaged in mas^cre- 
ing some ot Dudley's men, after they had been made 
prisoners by the British and Indians. It had loiy{ 
been a favourite maxim of this aspiring chief to unite 
the northern, western, and southern Indians for the 
|)urpose of Tegaining their country as &r as the Ohio* 
Whether this grand idea originated in his own, or 
his brother's mind, or was suggested by the Britisbf 
is not known, but this much is certain, he cherisbed- 
tlie plan, with enthusiasm, and actually visited ^kfi- 
Creek Indians to prevail on them to join in the un- 
dertaking. Be wa^ always opposed to the sale of. tbt 
Indian lands.*^— In a council at Vincennes,in I a 10, he 
was found equal to the in^iduous arts of a diplomatist. 
In one of his speeches he pronounced General Hal*' 
rison a liar. He has been la almost every battle wit^ 
the Americans from the time of Harmer's defeat tQ 
that of the Thames. He has been several tim^ 
wounded, and always sought the hottest of the fire.* 
A few minutes before he received the fataffire of Cop 
vpel Johnson^ he had received a musket baU in his^ 
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Aftef tMi affair, a suspension of arms took 
pkee ; the Indians swed for peace, and Governor 
Shelby's forces were discharged. 

The patience and fortitude with which Colonel 
fohnsoR endured the anguish of his wounds, and 
the incredible fatigues, severities, and privations 
if his passage fnopn Detroit to Sandusky, and 
rom thence to Kentucky, surpassed, if possible^ 
lis eottt'age on the ield of battle. In the boiste- 
ons month of November, amid almost incessant 
ahjs — with five severe wounds which had barely 
egan Co heal, he was conveyed from his lodgings 

....«/*••'.•>•'••«.••••.•«•.•«.«..••» * • 
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ft arm, yet hi^ efforts to conquer ceased only with 
fc. When a youth, and before the treaty of Green- 
lie, he had so often signalized himself, that he was 
puted one- of the boldest of the Indian warriors. In' 
1$ first settlement of Kentucky, he was peculiarly 
live in seizing boats going down the Ohio, killing 
e passengers and carrying off their property. He 
ide frequent incursions into Kt:ntucky, where he 
»uld invariably murder some of the settlers and ea- 
^' with several horses, ' laden with plunder. He 
i^ays eluded pursuit, and when too closely pressed, 
lUld retire to the Wabash. His ruling passion 
;ms to have been glory — he whs careless of wealthi 
i although his plunderings and subsidies muse 
re amounted to a great sum, he preserved little 
himself. After his fall on the fifth of October, 
person wais viewed with great interest by the offi- 
s and soldiers of Harrison's army. It was some- 
B befbi^the identity of his person was sufficiently 
Dgnized to' remove all doubts as to the cfrtainty 
is<icath. There was a kind of ferocious pjeasure, 
he expression may be allowed, in contemplating 
contour of his features which was maje^tic, even 
ieath. Some of the KentucKians disgraced them- 
es by committing indignities on his dead body. 
was scalped and otherwise disfigured. 
7 
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in Detroit, to a boat but illy provided witb baiwis 
and with scarcely a covert from the chilling storms, 
of the season. 

Finally, after ninety hours of unremitted ej^cr- 
tion, the party arrived at Fort Stephenson — ^at 
midnight. 

Here the boat was abandoned — ^and he was 
placed on a litter, suspended between two horses 
— ^the rains recommenced, Imt the route was con- 
tinued — a dreary wildemessi streams j^ofordabl^, 
bad roads, numerous rivers and a distance of SOO 
miles separated the party from Kentucky. ^ Yet 
all these formidable impediments were overcome, 
with inflexible perseverance and astonishing cele-; 
rity. 

After spending eight or ten weeks in Kentucky,, 
he was so far recovered from his wounds, that he 
repaired to the seat of government,, and resumed 
his seat in Congress. l.he fame of his exploits 
had preceded him ; and he was evenr where re-^^ 
ceived with distinguished testimonlsjs of- resped 
and admiration. 

In a subsequent session of Congress he voted, 
for the Compensation Lawy which repealed that oj^ 
allowing members of Congress $6 per day andt 
travelling expences, and commuted their services 
for a salary of $1500 per annum ; which was ^• 
unpopular that it was repealed the next sessioo.; 
This law was made a party question, but notwith^n 
standing the strong opposition it afibrded to Jobnr 
son's re-election, a recollection of pa^st"^ services 
produced his forgivenesfs for that vote, and he was 
again returned to a seat in the National Coun** 
fib. 

During the recess of Congress he devotes n» 
of his time to jagricultural pursuits — having tr ^ 
number of years abandoned the practice of f 
few. : 



nLlTABt A^D l^AVAL B£R02S» 79 

Colonel Johnson is in stature rather above the 
tiMe size, well formed, of a firm but prepossess^ 
Bg aspect ; his words are few, but always expresB- 
d with gra ce and energy. 



CAPTAIB 

OLIVEB HAZiLRB PERRY- 

The ** Hero of Lake Erie," was bom at New-» 
ft, Rfaode*IsIand, in August, 1785. In the dis- 
'bance between France and tlie United States, 
riog the administration of President Adams, 
fadier, Christopher Raymond Perry, com- 
irded the United States' sloop of war General 
eene, on board of which, in 1798, young Perry 
ered as a midshipman, under the immediate eye 
Us parent. He was, soon after, ordered to the 
adron destined for the Mediterranean, in whicb^ 
served during the Tripoline war. After affairs 
e adjusted with that regency, the tranquil stale 
things threw him in the vale of obscurity, un- 
1810, when he was ^vanced to the rank of 
atenant-commandant, and was ordered to take 
*ge of the United States' schooner Revenge, 
to croise in Long-Island sound, for the pur* 
* of enforcing an observance of the Embargo 

[the followbig spring, he lost his vessel on 

:b-hill reef, during the existence of a thick 

He used every possible exertion to save the 

and property, and partially succeeded. A 

t of inquiry, instituted at his own desire, not 

exonerated him from blame, but applauded 

eal, which was seconded by a complimentary 

r from the Secretary of the Navy. 
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Shortly after bis retum to N6vrport^ h« wa» 
ttarried to Mks Masoit^ dauglitar of Dr. Mmi^i^ 
and niece of Christopher ChamjJin, Esq. one ^ 
the Senators from Rhode«-Island in the CotigretHi 
of the United States. 

He took charge of the flotilla of Gun-boatts sta- 
tioned in the harbour of New-York, early in 1 811," 
with the rank of Master- command ant. Here he 
remained about a year, disciplining his ci^wff. 
As war bftd begun its ravages between Gr^eal 
Britaito and the United States, he sought a moi* 
active sphere ; and,' at his own reqtiest,- be #41 
transferred to the service on the Lakes. ' < " 

In pursuance of this disposition of his servi^*«J 
be repaired with a reinforcement o( sesinietr 19 
Sackett's Harbour, on Lake Ontario, toactundeif 
Commodore Chauncey. The transportation tt 
the seamen from tli^ sea*board to the harbo<iir| 
from Its novelty to the feons of Neptune, ^ord<^ 
^em the highest amusement, particularly as il 
was a " land cndie^^ in the depth of winter. '' 

After remaining at Sackett'^8 Harbour wxaiH 
time. Commodore Chauncey despatched Perry 1^ 
take charge of the squadron thefti -fitted and >fl^ 
ting out on lake Erie, and to hasten their equi^ 
ments. At this time the British fleet on that ime\ 
was commanded by Captain Barclay, an t^ffieil^ 
of high standing, rank, and skill, who bad shek 
much service, and whose force was of superidip 
strength to the American squadron. '? 

Perry pursued "his object unmolested by the 
enemy, who was continually hovering about tiftf 
harbour. Having equipped and manned his ""^ 
$els,.he buoyed them over the bar, on which [? 
only §ve feet water, at the harbour's mouf f 
the port of Erie, on the 4th of August,* 1 
The enemy were peaceable spectators c^ 



»ew Tile Qttt day he tlbiled In pursuit of febetn^ 
I fetumed to port oa tlie Stb, witbout accou^ 
hing hU oUjeel. The day foUowing he was 
ifopced by several officers and eighty seamen 
ler Lieutenant Elliot,, which gave hi« squadron: 
dl compleaeAt. He agaia sailed on the 12lky 

1 cruise,, aad^ta the 16th arrived at Saadusky* 
in front of an encampnienl of the Americaa 

»y, commanded by General Harrison* Tbeuce 
proceeded ^ cruise off Maiden, and the British 
imaader thought proper to bug his force for 
tecljon,. close under the guns of tlie British 
ifications. The inhabitants were filled with 
or and consternation at the aight of the Ameri- 
sqaadron, and the astonished Indian allies of 
British crown, urged the British squadron to 
to sea, and give battle* They however felt 
.^selves not disposed to risk an engagement;. 
Perry returned to SaBdusky-bay. 
otfaiog of atoment happened until the morning 
le lOthof Septembejs. The American squads- 
were then lying at anchor iaPut-in-B ay, and 
^fited of brigs Lawrence, Commodore Perry^ 
suns; Niagara,. Capt. £lliot, 20 do; Galedo^r 
Pupser M'Gratb, 3de; schooners Ariel, Lieut* 
ieij 4 de f Scorpion, SailingrMaster Champ* 

2 do ; Somers, Almy, 2 do. and 2 swivels ;. 
'e%^ Lieutenant ConUlu^ 1 do ; Porcupine,. 
Jiipmap 6^ Senate 1 do ;. sloop Trippe,.Lieu-- 
at Smith, 1 do ; in all 54 guns. 

; sunrise* they discoveced the enemy, and im- 
ately got under way and stood for him, with 
;ht wind at southwest. The Bntish force- 
Isted of skip-Detroit, 1,9 guns^ Ion pivot, andl 
eritzers f ^een Charlotte, 17 do. 1 on pivot;; 
aner Lady Prevost,. L3 do. 1 on pivot ; brig^ 
ler, 10 do; sloop Little Bel tj. 3 do ; schponec/ 
peway, 1 do. 2 swivels ; iii all 63 guns. 
1* . . 



At 10, A. n. the wind hauled to tke sontbeut 
^and brought oar squadron to windward. Coii» 
iDodore Perry then hoisted his union jack, having 
for a motto, the djing^ words of the valiant Law- 
rence, ^ Don't give op the ship !" It was reoeived 
with repeated cheerings by the- officers aodorewi* 
And now, having formed hia Kne, hebore-ftir' tkk 
enemy ; who likewise cleared lor action, and haal» 
ed up his courses. As the hostile acpiadroas ^ 
proached each other, suddenly a bugle was somcU 
ed from on boa^d the enemy's ship Detroit, wad 
loud huzftas immediately burst forth from aM their 
crews. 

As soon^as the Lawrence came within the react 
of the enemy's long giftns, they opened a beaiy 
fire upon her, which, from the shortness of bar 
guns, she was unable to return. Perry, withoot 
waiting for bis schooners, kept on his coorse whicii 
induced the enemy to suppose it was hsa intentiaa 
to board. In a few minutes, hwring gained a 
nearer position, he opened his ire. The lengA 
of the enemy's guns^ however, gave them greatif 
the advantage, and the Lawrence was excessiveif 
cut up without being able to do any great da«mg« 
in return. Their shot pierced her sides in ail &> 
rections, kiHing the men on the birth deck and itt 
the steerage, where they had been taken down ^ 
be dressed. One^ shot had nearly pAH>duced a 
fiital explosion ; passing tbrev^ the light iwaa 
it knocked the snufi* of the candle into tlie nug^ 
noe ; fortunately the gunner happened to tee il^ 
and had ^e presence of ipind to extingutsfa it jb» 
mediately wi^ Ms hand. 

Their heaviest fire was (Greeted at the I.<aw- 
veoce, and Perry finding the hasard of his sitaa^ 
tion made sail, and directed the other vessels tff 
fi^ow for the purpose of 4dosing with the fot. 



? Mmeadoits fire, iKm^ver, to wbicli be was 
o6edy soon cut away every hruce andbowKa^ 
the Lawrence became unraanageable. 
Iven in tbis disaatro^s pUgbt, slit sustained the 
on for apwards of two hours, within caoister 
«K», ihewgh for a greac part of the tim': the 
rpe&ce eoukl moi get more than three gfuns to 
r ttpoQ her autagooist. It was adfnirahle t<^ 
aid' the perfect order and regularity that pre* 
ed aiBoiig her valiant and devoted crew, 
»ug<boi3rt i^is scene of horror. No trepidation, 
XN^uMon ooeurred^ even for an instant ; as fast 
tie men were wounded, they were carried be* 
t^Hfed others stept into their places; the dead 
ftlurd where they fell until. after the action, 
bis jutt(|ture the fortune of the battle trembled 
I point, and the enemy believed the day tlieir 
.> .^he Lawrenoe was reduced to a mere 
:k ; her decks were stveamiiig with blood, and 
!Ped with mafigied limbs and the bodies of the 
I-; nearly the whole of her crew was either 
dor wdimded; her guns were dismounted, 
the Commodore apd l»s officers helped to 
k the last gun that was capable of being used« 
lodiog the Lawveoce was incapable of fur* 
service, he gave IMS' vessel in charge to Ueu* 
at Yarnsdl, who had already distinguished 
idf by hia bi^very, and "hauled down hif 
n, bearing the m^tto of Lawrence, aftd taking 
ider hift arm, m^dered it to be put on board 
lie Niaflara, which was then in close engage^ 
L In leaving the Lawrence, he gave his pilol 
ce either to remain on board, 09 acoompanj^ 
^ the pilot repHed, '' he'd ttiek by him to tbe^ 
" and jumped tAto the boat. Perry went oC 
» the ship^stan^ng up in the stern of the fo<Mit^. 
i th0 ^em abMttWly pulled ^m down- 9km9§ 



them. Bfoadskfes were levelled at him^ m^ 
;»mall arms discbaiged by Ibe enemy, 4wa 0St'\ 
whose vessels were within musket shot, aad ^■ 
third one nearer. His shipmates whareniaiiie4 
behind, stood watching him, in anxieiy ; the batts 
struck around him and flew over his b^ad iaevttjF- 
direction ; but the same special providence that 
seems to have watched over the youthful bera 
throughout this desperate battle, cosdm^ed U^di 
safely through a showen of shot,, and they bebett 
with transport his flag hoisted al the mast«head ef . 
the Niagara. No sooner was he on board, than 
Captain Elliot volunteered U>. put ofi* in a boat- 
ana bring into action the achooners wbkh had 
been kept astern by light wind ; the oifer was ac- 
cepted, and Elliot left the Niagara to put it in eX'*/ 
^cution. » 

About this time the flag of the Lawrence came^ 
4own. The event w^s -unavoidable; she had sus*^ 
tained the whole fury of the enemy, and was^ 
rendered incapable of defence ; and further show 
q[ resistance would, but ha^e proved most useless 
and cruel caraiag^ amon^ the relics of her brave 
and mangled crew. The enemy, however, wera^ 
not able to take possession of her, and subsequ^iit. 
circumstances enabled her again to hoist her flag«i 
. Coramodbre Perry now made signal for -close; 
action, and the small, vessels got out their sweepft 
and made aU sail. Finding that the Niag«*a wasi 
but little injured^ he determined, if possible, tOt 
break the enemy's line* He accordingly bore upi 
and passed ahead of the two ships and brig, giv«» 
ing them a. raking fire from his starboard guns,: 
and also to a large scfiocmer and sloop from his* 
larboard side, about half pistol shot distance. — > 
Having passed the whole squadron, he luflfed i^ 
mA. laid his ship aloog^side. the British. Commarr 
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. 9HieiHiialkrteiBeI»uiidN*t1ie direclioii <»f 
tdin £lKot, haTing, ki llie mMn tittie, get 
^ grape and canhrter dbtanee, and keeping 
!<vK^ll*<Kre€ted firev'tiie wiK4e of the enemy 
k, excepting two small vessels, whieb at- 
t^to eseape, but were aefterwards taken. 
le en^agidntent lasted about three 'hours, and 
r wa& victory more dedshre and complete, 
es^tnred squadron, as has been diown, ex- 
>d ours in weight of metal and number of 
Theil* crews were also more nmnerous ; 
Imericans were a motley collection, where 
was some ^ood seamen, but mixed with sol* 
^voiunteei^ aned boys, and many wei« onthe 
Ust. More prisoners #ere taken than we 
m^ la guard. The loss on ' both sides was 
e. Scarcely any of the Lawrence's crew 
led unhurt/ Among those slain, was Lieut, 
ks.of the marines, a gay and elegant younj^' 
r, full of sfMfit, of mniabie manners, and re* 
able lor hfs personal beauty. Lieutenast 
aS, though repeatedly wounded, refused to 
Ike dedi, during the whole of the action.^— 
kiMdore Perry, notwithstandhfg that he was 
tmaily in the most exposed sitaations of the 
&, escaped uninjured ^ he wore an ordinary 
anV dr^s, which, perhaps, pi^vented him 
being picked off by the enemy's sharp shoc^* 
He had a younger brother with him on boArd 
jawreoce, as Midshipman, who was equally 
nate in receiving no in>ry, though his ship* 
s fell aU around him. Two Indian chiefs bad 
stalSoned in the tops of the Detroit, but whed 
i<5tion became warm, so panic struck were 
with the terrors of the scene, and the strange 
s fllat surrounded them, that they *ed preci* 
dy to the told of the sh^), where tliey w«Hf 
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fouad after the ba^^ ia a stete ofntter <fotiflrteilftt>A. ! 
tioa. The bodies of. several other Indians wett^ j 
said to have been foiind the next daj on fte siioiW 
of the lake, supposed to have been slain da#in|^. 
the engagement and. thravirn overboatd. . - ''^ 

The loss of the British in killed and voifulded«^ 
was estimated at 160, and that of the Americans 
at 123. On board the British fleet, the Captri»' 
and first Lieutenant of the Queen Ghariotte wei^ 
killed. Commodore Barday, of the Lady Pm^ 
vost, was severely wounded and lost his ban«l>^^:^ 
He, however, did hknself honour by the bmve &aA^ 
obstinate resistance which he made. He^as^^ 
fine looking i^cer^ then about thirty^six years eC* 
age. He has seen much service, having bKeen d^^* 
perately wounded in the battle of TraftilgaTj and' 
afterwards lo^i^ an arm in another engagement 
with the French. In the present battle he wai^' 
twice carried below, on account of his wt^undl^'' \ 
and had the misfinrtune to have his remaiitti^'' 
hand shot away. While below, the second ^tHit; 
his officer came down and told him that they most 
strike, as the ships w«*e cut to pieces, and the' 
men could not be kept to their guns. Commodore^ 
Barclay was then carried on ckck, and ^er idl- 
ing a view of their ^tuation, and finding all chanc^ 
of success was over, reluctantly gave orders t#' 
strike. \ 

In the i^ourse of the action. Perry noticed* « : 
prime aiid favourite sailor, >rho was Caplain'of 
one of the guns, very much embarrassed widi ttttr- j 
piece, winch, in ctmsequence of the firelock bek^- { 
broken, was rather unmanageaMe and rebounded. 
Perry apprMcbed Inm, and- in an encouraging 
manner, ask^ him *^what is the matter." Tte' 
luHiest tar, who bad been showing signs bfinfinite 
texatiOB, turned roi»d, and, as if speaking of a 
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, ^Kclaksed rcprsadifiilly, ** sir, my gun 
shMsteBaUy f" He then levelled, and bar- 
eo aiiii, rated op and sqtiared himself^ 
iddenly a caunoB baH strode kim in the 
passed tbifoagb faaviy and he fell dead with* 
<oaii! 

enant YameU, of the Lawrence, behaved 
lOut with great bravery and coolness. He 
issed ^as a comteon seaman, a red- bandana 
rcfaief was tied nound bis neck, and another 
faift head, to fttanch two wounds which he 
:eived. From these, the blood trickled 
MS face, and a splinter having passed 
1 hb nose it liad swelled to a hideous mag- 
In. this frightful plight, looking like the 
^nius of carnage and ilt-lock, he came up 
y, in the hottest and bloodiest of the fight, 
looiwced tio Um tbat all the oticers af bis 
1 were' killed. Perry ordered others in 
iace. Shortly after, Yarnall returned with 
titioa of tlv^ 4ismal tidings that alt the 
» were shot ddwn ! Then sir, said Perry, 
oiust endeavour to make out by yourself, 
no more to furnish you with." 
a after the victory on lake Erie, the Presi- 
United States appointed Oliver H. Perry to 
ak of Cs4[>tatn in the Navy. 

Commodore was presented with the free* 
f the cities of New-York and Albany. ^ 
) thanks of Congress were voted to the Com- 
^e, bis officers, seamen and marines ; and 
$ were presented to him and his officers. 
) thanks of the Senate of Pennsylvania, with 
s, also were voted to the Comiaodore, and 
brave men who served under him« 
oicings, illuminations, and bon-fires, were 
ite4 tbrov^h all ^arts of the United 

5, 
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The ca^ure of the Brithh fleel renioved ilii^ 
chief obfect to the capture of. Makl«» ; andGcsK 
eral Hnrrisoii made dwpositioos to «v^ail MaiaeM 
of it. Boats were collected^ and tanops asati^ 
Med. Governor Shelby anrivied on the Ittkaf 
September, at the mouth of P<H*tage river, wiib 
dbout 4000 volunteers. Greaeral M 'Arthur }omr 
ed the army in three days after, with' bis hngaie 
ftom fort Meigs. On the ti&lst, the embarka^oa 
of troops coiiiinenced. Put4n4Niy Island wm 
the place of rendezvous. Conunodore Perpjp's 
fleet, including the captured vessels, were engiagf* 
ed in protecting and assisting the men and boal% 
as well as in conveying stores, baggage, &e. The 
army again embarked on boiu'd the fleet. and 
boats at Put-in bay, on the ii5th, and surrived the 
same evening at the Eastern Sister, a small islaad 
about sixteen miles from Maiden* Here the es* 
peditionwas^ detained some time by bad weather, 
during which tame, a reconnoisance of the eo^ 
my's coast was made by General Harrison, and 
Commodore Perry ; a despatch was also sent to 
apprize Colonel Johnson of tlieir movements, who, 
with his mounted rangers^ was to co-operate ia 
the reduction o( Maiden. 

On the 27th, the army embfl^rked at the Eas- 
tern Sister, and landed near Maiden, in excellent 
order. Tkeenemy having previously evacuitted 
the town, it was entered by the Americans witi^* 
out opposition. 

After the captate . of Maiden, Periy acted asra 
volunteer-aid to General Harrison, in his pursoit 
of the British, on the liver Thames, and was pre- 
sent at the battle of Moravian town, on the fifdi jof 
October. .When the British presented atbrflai- 
dable force for the iavasion ofy Maryland and 
Vii^iaia^ and .proceeded . to the cooflagi*ation of 
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ibfic - works, at the city of Wathiogtott, 
imaoded a body of seamen and marines on 
tpmac. He was, afterwards, appointed to 
ind tiie Java frigate, built at Baltimore; and 
iie conclusion of peace with Great Britain, 
in 1815, as one of the squadron under Com- 
e Decatur, sent to the Mediterranean to 
affairs between the United States and Al- 
Wbile in that sea, some diderence arose 
m htm and Mr. Heath, commandant of Ma- . 
on board bis ship. This led to a court* 
1, the result of which, suk^ected both these 
s to a private reprimand from Commodore 
icey. Captain Heath not being appeased, 
lis gyievances before the public in a pam* 
after his returato theUnited States, and was 
th^ same time appointed to a Consulate by 
►vernment. Perry returned with the squao- . 
the United States, and now reposes in the 
1 of his .familv. 



CAPTAIN 

JACOB JONES. 

)6b Jonks, was. bom about the year 1770, 
the village of Smyrna, in the county oi*Kent,' 

State of Delaware. His father was an in- 
ident and respectable farmer. His mother, 
i name of Jones, was an amiable and intei^ 
r womap. She died when the subject of this 
>ir was yet an infant. Between two and 

years afterwards, his father married again^ 
a Miss Holt, grand-daughter of the honour- 
Bj'j^es Holt, formerly Chief Justice of the Su- 
8 
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preme Court of Delaware. Shortly after this se- 
cond marriage, his father died, when this his only 
diild was scarcely four years of age. It was his 
good fortune to be left under the care of a good 
step-mother. By her he was nurtured from in- 
fancy to manhood, with maternal care and ten- 
derness. At an early age, he was -placed at school, 
and his proficieiicy in learning was equal to her 
most anxious wishes. After becoming well ac- 
quainted with the general branches of an English 
education, he was transferred to a grammar school 
a't Lewes, in Sussex county, conducted by Doctor 
Matthew Wilson. Under his direction he read' 
the classics with much assiduity, and became well 
acquainted with the Latin and Greek languages. 
In the geographical lessons he continually bore off 
the palm, and received repeated proofs of appro- 
bation from his preceptor* At the age of eigh- 
teen, he left -Lewes academy, and commenced the 
study of physic and surgeiy, under Doctor Sykes, 
an eminent physician and surgeon of Dover, in 
the county of Kent. With him he diligently pros- 
ecuted his studies for four years, after which he 
attended the usual courses of medicstl lectures oV 
the University of Pennsylvania, and then return- 
ed to Dover to commence the exercise of his pro- 
fession. 

He did not, however, continue long in the prac- 
tice. Discouraged by the scanty employment 
that is commonly the lot of the young physician, 
and impatient of an inactive life, he determined 
to abandon the profession and seek some more 
productive occupation. This resolution was a 
matter of much regret among the elder physicians. 
They entertained a high opinion of his medical 
acqfiiirement^, and considered him as promising to 
i>epome a distinguished «unl skifiUl* mets^er et 
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Governor Clayton (who wM.hfmidr 
aineot physician) seeing that he was fixed |n 
'termination, conferred upon him the clerk- 
>f the Supreme Court of the St^ite of Del|L« 
for the coupty of Kent, 
this office he continued for some time, but 
edentary nature of its duties was uncongenial 
his health and habits; he longed to mingle In 
! active scenes, and, consequently entered a 
hipman, in the year 1790, when thedistur- 
e with France took place. He was then al- 

twenty -nine years of age, highly respected 
he solidity of his understandiug and his vari^ 
cquirements. His friends were dissatisfied at 
ig him taking a retrogade step in life, and ac- 
ing a grade, which is generally alloted to boys 

striplings. It was in vain, however, to re- 
strate against his resolve, from which, once 
led, he never deviated. Determined on eni- 
:ing the profession, he had neighed all its in- 
^eniences and sacrifices, and had resolved to 
>unter and surmount them all. His friend^ 
Id only console themselves with the reflection, 
, if courage, activity, and hardihood, could 
ire naval success, Jones was peculiar!}' fitted 
the life he had embraced. 
?he first cruises which he made, were under the 
t Commodore Barry, from whom he derived 
ch instruction in the theory and prc^ctice of his 
fession, and experienced the utmost kindness 
[civility. He was a midshipman on board the 
;ate United States, when she bore to France, 
ief Justice Ellsworth and General Davie> as 
voys Extraordinary to Ihe French Republic. 
; was next on board of the Ganges as midship- 
^n, and during the whole intervening period 
tweenhis appointment and the war withTi;ip<- 
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' i^Iiy be was teduously employed in obtidftfiiig Ciiiil 
■ Bftutical fikill for which he is celebrated. 

On the breaking out of the war with TripoM, 

' fie was stationed oo board of the fr^ate Philit- 

delphia, under the conunand of Commodore Sain- 

•bridge. Twenty months of severe captivity 

among a barbarous people, and in a nocuous cH- 

mate, neither broke his spirit, nor impaired his 

•constitution. When relieved » from bonda^ by 

' the bravery of lus countrymen, he returned home 

full of life and ardour. He -was soon after pr^ 

moted to a lieutenancy. This grade he had 

merited before his confinement in Tripoli, bat 

older warrant officers had stood in the way of 

his preferment. 

He was now for some time employed on the 
Orleans station, where he conducted himself with 
judgment and propriety. He was shortly after 
- appointed to the command of the brig Argus, 
stationed for the protection of our commerce on 
the Southern maritime frontier. In this situation 
he acted with vigilance and fidelity, and though 
there were at one time insidious suggestions to 
the contrary, it has appeared that he conformed 
to bis instructions, promoted the public intierestf 
and gave entire satisfaction to the government. 

In 1811, Captain Jones was transferred by tl>e 
Secretary of the Navy to the command of the 
sloop of war Wasp,, mounting eighteen twenty- 
four pound carronades, and was despatched, in 
the spring of 1812, with communications from our 
• government to its ministers at the courts of St. 
Cloud and St. James. Before he returned, war 
had been declared by the United States against 
Great Britain. Captain Jones refitted his ship 
with all possible despatch, and repaired to sea on 
a cruise, in which be met with no other luck than 
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iptwte of ft& ioco&siderablepriie. — ^B(e agaiA 
f se^ OQ ibe 13lh of October, and on the 
of the montfay after a Jong and heavy gak| 
I in with a number of strongly armed mer* 
men under convoy of his JBritannic Mije0- 
iloop of war the Frolic, Captain Whin* 
• 

Ais engagement has been one of the molt 
edly honourable to the American flag, from 
Ulterior force of the enemy; and as the 
\h writers, in indeavouring to account for 
successes, and to undervalue our victorieCt 
jBtttdiously passed this battle Over in silence 
^emed anxiofiS' to elbow it into oblivion, thk 
;ion is taken to republish a full and particu- 
Lccount of it, which we. have every reason to 
ve IS scrupulously correct : — 
lere was a heavy swell in the sea, and the 
her was boisterous. The topgallant-yards 
le -Wasp were tak^ down, her topsails were 

reefed, and she was ^prepared for action, 
it 11 o'clock, the 'Frolic showed Spanish 
iirS) and the Wasp immediately displayed the 
rican ensign and pendant. At thirty-two 
ites past >ekven, the Wasp came down to 
Iward on her larboard side, within about sis* 
rards, and hailedt The enemy hauled down 
Spanish colours, hoisted the British ensign, 
opened a fire of cannon and musketry. This 
Wasp instantly returned ; and coming nearer 
\te enemy, the action became close, and with- 
intermission. In four or five minutes, the 
atopmast of the Wasp was shot away, and^ 
ng down with the maiatopsiul yard across the 
>oard (o^e and fore-topsail braces, ^endeted 
head yards unmanageable during the rest pf 

action. In :two or tfarfte^inutes more,. her 
8* 
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gaft and mizen-topgallaiit-sail were shot awa5r; 

Still «he cautioned a close andcons^sM fire. > The 

sea was so rough that 4l»e muzzles of the Wa^H 

guns were frequently in the water. The Ameri* 

tens, therefore, fired as the ship^s sid^ was goiiij^ 

down, so that their shot went either on the ene^ 

my's deck or below it, while .the English ired as 

the vessel rose, and thus her balls chiefly toucheji 

the rigging or were tlH'OWH away. The Wasp 

BOW ^ot Ahea<i of the- Frolic, ra£ed her, ara 

then resumed her position on her larboard bow.* 

Her jfire was now obviously attended with saeh 

jiuccess, and that of the FroHc so slackened, thai 

Captain Jones did not wish to board her, lest the 

roughness of the sea might endanger both ves^^ 

sek ; but, in the course of a few minutes more^. 

every brace of the Wasp was shot away, and hep 

rigging so much torn to pieees, that he*was afraid 

N that his masts, being unsupported, wodid go hy 

the board, and the Frolic be able to escape. He 

bought, therefore, the best chance of securing 

her was to board, and decide the contest at once^ 

With this view^he wore ship, and running dowoi. 

upon the enemy,, the vessels struck each other,. 

the Wasp's side rubbings along the Frolie^s bo^ 

fo that her jfb-boom came in belwe^i-'the nifaiii^ 

and mizen rigging of the Wasp, directly over tba 

lieads of Captain Jones and the first Lieutenant^ 

Mr. Biddle, who were at theit moment standing 

together near jtbe capstan. The Frolic lay sa 

'AcTr for raking, that they decided not to boait£ 

' until they had given a closing broadside. Whilst 

they were loadmg fortius, so near were ,the twa 

vessels, that the rammers of the Wasp were piil^ 

td against the Frolic's sides, and two of bem^ 

guns went through the bow ports c^ the f^rolic^ 

and B wept the whole kng^th o£ hee deidu AJk tlik 



nt John. Lang,* a seaman of the Wasp, a 
It ff^tow who had been once impressed by a 
h man of war, jumped on a gun with hit 
B, and was springing on boai^ the Frolic : 
an Jones, wisbhig to fire again before board* 
:alied him down, but his impetuosity coulcl 
^ restradned, and he was already on the bow- 
Erf" the Frolic ; when 'seeing the ardotir and 
giasnk of the Wasp'» ci*ew, lieutenant Biddle 
ted on the hammock doth to board. AX 
ignal the crew foUowed, but Lieutenant 
ie's feet got entangled in the rigging of 
Kiemy's bowsprit, and Mid&htpmaii Baker, 
8 ardour to get on board, laying hold oT 
i^oat, he iell back on the Wasp's deck, 
irang^ ups and as the next swell of the sea 
^ the ' Frolic nearer, he got on her bow- 
where Lang and another seaman were al- 
^« He passed them on the forecastle, and 
;urprisea at seeing not a single man alive on 
>^rolic*s deck, except the seamen at the wheel*, 
three oflcers. 'Hie deck was slippery with 
i, and strewed with the bodies of the dead. 
e went forward, . thef Captain of the Frolic, 
two other officers who were standing on the 
ter deck, threw ^wn their swords^ and made 
iciination of their bodies, denoting that they 
surrendered. At this moment, the colours 
) st31 flying, as,- probably, none of the seamen 
be Frouc would dare to go into the rigging; 
fear of Ae nmsketry of ttie Wasp* Lieuten- 
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John Lang: is a native of New-Brunswick, in 
r^J^rsey. We mention with great pleasure, the 
le of this brave American seaman^ as a proof that 
ipicuoaa. valoor Is confined to no rank in the n% 
ustnioGu»'. 
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&nt Biddle, therefore, jumped itite tile rigging 
himself, and hauled down the British ensign, atid 
possession was taken of the Frolic in forty-thfire^ 
tninutes after the first fire. She was in a sbock^ 
ing condition ; the birth-deek, .{Particularly, wdft 
crowded with dead, and wounded, atid dyiag} 
there being but a small proportion of the Frdltc'9 
crew who had escaped. Captain Jones instantlj 
sent on board his Surgeon's mate; isind all the 
Ua^ikets of the Ffolic were brought from h^ 
slop- room for the comfort of the fs-^unded. T^ 
increase this confusion, both the Frolic's mastt 
soon fell, covering the dead and eVery thing • om 
deck, and she lay a coraplefe wreck. 

It BOW appeared that the Fnrfic ^nounted rim^ 
teen tlurty-two pound carron^des, four twehrO- 
pounders on the main-deck, and twotwelve-poofid 
carronade«. She was, therefore, superior to ih^ 
Wasp, by exactly four twelve-pounders. The 
number of men on board, «i8 stated by the officen 
of the Frolic, was one hundred and ten — the nwatt" 
ber of seamen on boatd the Wasp was -one hun- 
dred and two ; but it could Hot be ase^rtiunec^ 
whether in this one hundred aind ten,'wer« in^dwir 
ed the marines and officers ; for the Wasp liaii 
besides her one hundred and two men, otf cen 
And marines, making the whole crew about one 
hundred and thirty-five. What is, however, •de- 
cisive, as to their comparative force is, tiiat the 
officers of 'the Frolic acknowledged that liiey had 
as many men as they knew ^wiiat to do 'with, aat 
in fact the Wasp could have spared fifteen me% 
There was, therefore, on the snost favonrabte 
view, at least an equality of men, and an iath 
quaHty of four guns. The disparity of loss .wad 
much .gveater. The exact number 4>( JuUed and 
wounded on board the Frolic covdd oot le prt^ 



determined ; bot from the observations of 
Seers, and the declarations of /those of the 
r^.the nnmber eoaM not be less than about 
killed, including two officers, and of the 
led between forty and fifty, the Captain and 
d Lieutenant being of the number. The 
bad five men'killed and five slightly wound- 
hands were now employed in clearing the 
burying the dead, and taking care of the 
ied, when Captain Jones sent orders to Lieu- 
t Biddle to proceed to Charleston, or any 
\er\i port of the United States ; and as there 
suspicious sail to windward, the Wasp would 
Mie her cruise. The ships then parted. The 
rious sail was now coming down very fast. 
St it was supposed that she was one of the 
ly, who had all fled during the engagement, 
^bo now came for the puirpose of attacking 
fixe. The guns of the Frolic were therefore 
d, and the ship cleared for action ; but the 
y, as she advanced,, proved to be a seventv- 
*tbe Poictiers, Captain Berresford. She 
Si shot over the Frolic ; passed her ; overtook 
Yasp, the disabled state of whose rigging 
inted her from escaping ; and then returned 
J Frolic, who could of course make no re- 
ice. . The Wasp aod Frolic were carried in- 
Tmuda. 

; the return of Captain Jones to the United 
s, he was every where received with the ut- 
demonstrations of gratitude and admiration, 
ant entertainments were given him in the 
through which he passed. The Legislature 
s native state appointed a committee to wait 
im with their thanks, and to express the 
de and pleasure" they felt in recognising 
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liim as a nalive of their st^ie : hi the same resgh 
Itttioa they voted him aa elegant piece of piate^ 
with appropriate engravings. The Congress pf 
the United States, on motion 6f Mr. J. A. Bay- 
ard, of Delaware, appropriated 25,000 dollars, as 
a compensation to Captain Jones and his crew, 
for the loss they sustained by the re-capture of 
the Frolic. They also ordered a gold medal U> 
be presented to the 'Captain, and a silver One to 
each of his Officers. 

Various other marks of hononr were paid by 
the Legislatures and Citizens of different States; 
but the most substantial testimony of approba- 
tion which he received, was the appointment to 
the command of the frigate Macedonian, cap- 
tured from the British. 

The war having been concluded by the treaty 
of Ghent^ ^ short respite from the thunder of caa- 
non only was left him ; for in the summer of 181$, 
in this ship he sailed under Commodore Baiii- 
bridge, in the squadron that followed Decatqr'f 
to the Mediterranean, to curb the insolence of the 
Dev of Algiers. 

When the squadron arrived in that sea, its of- 
ficers were mortified to find themselves deprived 
,of their expected honours, by the treaty previ- 
ously effected by Decatur with that power, and 
the pacific demeanour of the others before its ar- 
rival. Taking the circuit of tliat sea, the squad- 
ron, finding affairs in a favourable state, returned 
to the United States, at Newport, Rhode-Island 
on the 16th of November, 1815, where it may be 
left until the wrongs of their country call theai 
to more splendid actions than those springing 
from the torpor of peace. 

Captain Jones is about the middle size, ctf a9 
active mind and vigorous make, and. an excelkot 
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coostitution, capable of the utmost vigilance and 
fatigue. Naturally and habitually temperate him- 
self, he is a great promoter of temperance among 
ins crew. ; and has been successful in reclaiming 
many a valuable seaman from the pernicious 
iiabits of intoxication. 



COMMODORE 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 

This gentleman is of French descent, by the 
male line. His grandfather was a native of La 
Rochelle, in France ; he emigrated to this country 
with other Hugonots, who fled from the persecu- 
tions of Lewis XIV, at the repeal of the edict of 
Nantz, and married a lady of Khode-Island. His 
father Stephen Decatur, was born in Newport 
Rhode-Island, and when a very young man re- 
moved to Philadelphia, where he married the 
daughter of an Irish gentleman by the name of 
Pine. He was bred to the sea, and commanded 
a merchant vessel out of the port of Philadelphia 
until the establishment of the Navy, when he was 
»>pointed to command the Delaware sloop of war. 
He continued in her until the frigate Philadelphia 
was built, when the command of that ship was 
Ipiven to him, at the particular request of the mer- 
chants who bad built her by subscription. In this ^ 
titiiation be remained until peace was made with 
F**'^'iice, when he resigned his commission, and re- 
ti i to his residence a few miles from Philadel- 
p , where he resided until his death whifh hap- 
p **d in November 1808. 

' son, Stephen Decatur, the preseat Com-' 
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itito the haAour alone, which he <Kd about eight 
o'clock. 

An idea may be formed of the extreme hazard 
6f this enterprise from the situation of tJie frigate. 
She was moored within half gun shot of the Ba- 
shaw's castle, and of i\ie principal battery. Two 
of the 'enemy's cruisers, lay within two cables* 
lefigth, on the starboard quarter, and their gun- 
boats within haJf gun-shot on the starboard bow. 
All the guns of the frigate were mounted aiid load- 
cd. Such were the immediate perils that he ventur- 
«d'to encounter with a single ketch, beside the oth- 
er dangers fhat abound in that strongly fortified 
harbour. 

Although from flie entrance to the place where 
. the frigate lay was only three miles, y^ in conse- 
quenc,e of the lightness of the wind, they did not 
get within hail of hei- until eleven o'clock. When 
they had approached within two hundred yards, 
they were hailed and ordered to anchor, or they 
would be filled into. Lieutenant Decatur ordereSa 
a lif attese pilot, who was on board the ketch, to 
answer that they had lesft their anchors in a g^le 
<jf wind on the coast, and therefore could not com- 
ply with their request. By this time it had be- 
come perfectly calm, and they were about fifty 
yards ftom the frigate. Lieutenant Decatur or- 
dered a small boat that was alongside of the lietchj 
-to^i^e a rope and make it fast to the frigates fore- 
chaifYs. This being done they began to warp the 
ketch alongside. It ^as not until this moment 
that the enemy suspe<;ted the character of Cbeir 
visitor, and great eodfusion immediately ensued. 
This enabled our adventurers to get alongside 6( 
«be frigate, when Decatur immediately sprang a- 
board, followed by Mr. Charles Morris, midship- 
'ttftta. These two were neariy aoiinute on the 
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dedK bgft>re- their compaoioDfr co«ld succeed iti 
mounting the side; Fortunately, the Turk§ had 
not sufficiently recovered from their $uF<prise to 
take advantage of this delay. They were crowd* 
ed together on the quarter-deck, perfectly aston- 
ished and aghast, without making any attemp^t to 
oppose the assailing party. As soon as 9 sufficient 
wiittber of his men bad gained the deck, to form a 
front equal to that of the enemy, they rushted iji 
upan them. The Turks stood the assault but a 
sfiort time, and were completely overpowered^ 
About twenty were killed on the spot, many jump^ 
ed "Overboard, and the rest fled to. the main-deci^ 
whither they were pursued and driven to thQ 
>ld. 

After entire possession had been gained of the 
ship, and every thing prepared to set fire to her, 
a number of launches were seen rowing about the 
harbour. This determined Lieutenant Decatur 
to remain in the frigate, from whence « I^itt^^r 
defence coujd be made than from on board th^ 
ketch. The enemy, had already commenced fir- 
ing upon them from their batteries and castle, and 
from two corsairs that were lying near. Perceiving 
that the launches did not attempt to approach^ he 
ordered that the ship should be set on fire, wkic|i 
was done, at the same tin^e^ iot different pajrtf. 
As soon as this was completely effected, they leCt 
her, and such was the rapidity of the flames, tbq^ 
it was with the utmost difficulty they preserved the 
ketch. * At this critical moment,, a most propUiouis 
breeze sprang up, blowing directly out of the bar- 
[ bour, which, in a few minutes carried them bej- 
! yond the reach of the enemy's gu©s, and they 
made good their retreat without the los» of ^ m^ 
- gle man, and with but four wounded. 

For this gallaot andLroma^tic ajc^bieviDQO^ lim" 
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*t«nant Decatur was madepost-captaib, therebe*'' 
ing no intermediate grade. This promotion was 
done with the consent of the officers over whose 
heads he was raised. 

In the ensuing spring, it being determind to 
make an attack upon Tripoli, Commodore Preble 
obtained from the king of Naples the loan of six 
^un-boats and two bombards, which he formed 
into two divisions, and gave the command of one 
of them to Captain Decatur, the other to Lieatea- 
ant Somers. The squadron sailed from Syracuse, 
consisting of the frigate Constitution, the brig 
Syren, the schooners Nautilus and Vixen, and tte 
gun-boats. 

Having arrived on the coast of Barbary, they 
were for some days prevented from making the 
attack, by adverse wind and weather, at length, 
on the morning of the 2d of August, tlie weather 
being favourable, the signal was made from the 
Ccnililiodore's ship to prepare for action, the 
light vessels, towing the gun-boats to wiudward. 
At nine o'clock the signal was made for bombard- 
ing the town and the enemy's vessels. The guB 
boats were cast off, and advanced in a line ahead, 
led on by Captain Decatur, and covered by Jhe 
frigate Constitution, and the brigs and schooners. 
The enemy's gun boats were moored along the 
mouth of the harbour under the batteries, and 
within musket shot. Their sails had been takea 
away from them, and they were ordered to sinjk 
rather than abandon their position. Tliey weie 
aided and covered likewise by a brig of 16 and a 
5chooner of 10 guns. ' 

Before entering into close action. Captain De* 
catur went alongside each of his boats^ and orders 
ed them to unship their bowsprits and follow him, 
as it was his intemion to follow the enemy's boalt* 
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iieutenani James Decatur comaanded one of the 
boats beloBging to T^ieutenant Somers' cUvisioPj 
but being further to windward than the rest of liis 
division, be joined and took orders from bia bro- 
ther. 

When Captain Decatur, wiio was in the' leading 
boat, came within range of the fire fron the bat- 
teries, a heavy fire was opened upon him from 
them and from the gun-boats. He returned their 
fire, and continued advancing until hexame in 
contact with the boats. At this time Commodore 
Preble, seeing Decatur approaching nearer than 
he thought prudent, ordered the signal to be -made 
for a retreat, but it was found that in making out 
ngnals ibr the boats, one for a retreat had beea 
<miitted. — The enemy^s boats bad about forty mei^ 
e^ch ; liTS an equal number, twenty*seven of whom 
were American and thirteen Neapolitans. Deca- 
tur on boarding the enemy was instantly followed 
by his countrymen, but the Neapolitans remained 
behind. The Turks did not sustain the combat^ 
b^id to hand, with that firmness they had gained 
a refMjtation for: in ten minuj^s the deck was 
cleared y eight of them sought refuge in the hold ; 
and of the rest some fell on tlie deck, and others 
Jaiiped into the sea. Only three of the Aipericans 
were wounded. 

As Decatur was about to proceed out witb hi»^ 
prixe^ the boat which had beei^ commanded by 
&s brother cameundef his stern, and informed him 
Ifaftt they had engaged and captured one of the^ 
enemy ; but that her Commander, after surren* 
dering, had treacherously shot Lieutenant James 
9ecailuf , and pushed off with tbe boat, . and w^s 
Mi^q makstig for the harbour. 

The foeVngsofihe gallant Decatur, on receir- 

NQ^ tU»kit«Uigence^iii^ moTQ easiljT be imagintds 

9* 
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'than described. Every consideration of prodeoce 
and safety was lost in his eagerness to punish so 
dastardly an act, and to avenge the death of a 
brother so basely murdered.' He pushed within 
the. enemy's line with his single boat, and having 
succeeded in getting alongside his retreating foe, 
boarded her at the head of eleven men who were 
all the Americans he had loft. 

The fate of this contest was extremely doubtful 
for twenty minutes. All the Americans except 
four were now severely wounded. I^ecatur now 
singled out the Commander as the peculiar object 
of his vengeance. The Turk was armed with aa 
espontooR, Decatur wit|;i a cutlass ; attempting to 
cut off the head of the weapon, his sword struck 
on the iron and broke dose to the hilt. The 
Turk at this moment made a push, which slightly 
wounded him in the right arm and breast. lie 
immediately seized the spear and closed with him. 
A fierce struggle ensued, and both fell, Decatur 
uppermost. By this time the Turk had drawn 
a dagger from his belt, and was about to plunge 
it in the body of bis ibe^r when Decatur caught fah 
arm, and shot him wjth a pistol, which he had 
taken from his pocket. During the time they 
were struggling oo^ the deck, the crews rushed to 
the aid of their commanders, and a mosl^ sangp- 
Bary conffict took place, insomuch that when De- 
catur had despatched his adversary, it^ was with 
the greatest difficulty he could extricate himself 
from the killed and wounded that had faUei 
around him^ 

During the early part of Deealur's skiiggle with 
the Turk,, he was assailed iir the rear by one of 
the enemy, who had just aimed a blow at h\$ 
Aead with his sabre, that must have been fatal; 
Al-tlttS^fearfolJttaeturej^A.fs^lori^wlio h«d be«a.sA» 
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badly wounded as to lose the use of his hands, 
seeing no other means of saving his Commander, 
rashed between him and the uplifted sabre, and 
received the blow on his own head, which fractured 
his skull. This generous fellow survived, and 
now receives a pension from government. 

Decatur succeeded in getting with both of his 
prizes to the squadron, and the next day received 
the highest commendation, in a general order, 
from Commodore Preble. When that able offi* 
cer was superseded in the command of the squa- 
dron, he gave the Constitution to Captain Deca* 
fm*, who had some time before, received his com* 
mission. — From that' ship he was removed to the 
Congress, and returned home in her when peace 
was concluded with Tripoli. On his return to 
the United States, he was employed in super- 
intending gun-boats, until the affair of the Chesa- 
peake, when be was ordered to supersede Com- 
modore Barron in the command of that ship, since ' 
which period he has had^ the command of the 
southern squadron. When the United States 
was again put in commission, he was removed 
from the Chesapeake to that frigate. 

The late war with Great Britain gave Commo^- 
dore> Decatur another o[^ortunity of adding to 
the laurels he had won^ On the 25th October^ 
1612, in lat. 29, *N. long^ 29 SO.W.he fell in with 
Us Britannic Majesty's ship Macedoiiian, mount- 
ing. 49 carriage guns^ This was one of the finest 
frigates in the British navy, and commanded by 
Captain S. Carden^ one of the ablest- officers.-^ 
She was in prime order, two years old, and bu( 
four months out of dock. • The enemy being te^ 
windward ; had the advantage of choosing his owi> 
distance ; and, supposing the United States to be^ 
Itier f^ex, (which only mounted carrouitdi^s^}^ 
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kept at first at long skot, and did not al any ma* 
ment come wUhin the complete effect of the mas* 
ketry and grape. After the fngates had come to 
close action, the battle was terminated in a very 
short period by the enemy's surrender. The 
whole engageH>ent lasted^ for an hour and a balfi 
being prolonged by the distance at which the 
early part of it was fought, and by a heavy swell 
of the sea* The superior gunnery of the Amen- 
cans was apparent in thi» as in all theit other 
actions. The Macedonian lost her mizen-masti 
fore and main top-masts and main yardy and wa$ 
much cut in the bull. Her lo^s was thirty^sisp 
killed, and sixty-eigl^ wounded. The daiaage o( 
Ihe Umted States wa» comparatively trivial) fonr 
killed and seven wounded : and site sufiered so 
little in her hull aiKl rigging, that she might hav# 
continued her cruise, had not Commodore Deea* 
tur thought it important to convoy his prize into 
port. His reception of Captain C^rden on- board 
of the United States was truly characteristic. Oa 
pi^esenting his sword^ Decatur observed that bf 
cottM not think of taking the sword^of an officer 
who had defended bis ship so gaUantLr,- but bf 
should be baj^y to fakelum by the hand. 

Ci^nmodere Decatur convoyed hts f^isei inlnV 
scattered condition, across avast extent of oeeatt^ 
siwarmiug with foes^ and conducted her tri^ 
nmphaatly int^ port; thus plaeilig iinfiiedjaftel; 
before the eyes of bis countrymen a noUalrapbjt 
of skiM and national prowess^ 
^ Th^ crew of the United Sta|0», on dteck^ ver«^ 
tmused at this time, by an odd oceurvencew A^ 
old negro on board tbi& shtp^ whn^ had formerly 
Mled under C«den» and \atd frequently heaid 
him express a wish to meet in contest a Yankee 
^l^of war» had; poMd fabnsetf a£ tile coftt]^^ 
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door, and as Captain Decatur was escorting Lis 
captive guest to the cabin, the old negro accosted 
the captaiji of the Macedonian with " Egad, mcw- 
w, you glad you see Yankee now" It was with 
much ado that the Commodore could restrain the 
visible muscles of his countenance. He ordered 
the black to begone, and the old fellow went off 
continuing the repetition of the odd phrase, to the 
fio small amusement of the American tars who 
had just achieved this conquest. » ^ 

After the action, the Macedonian was*brought 
into Newport, (R. I.) under the command of Lieu- 
tenant William H. Allen, where she was p^tially 
repaired. From Newport, she proceeded to New- 
York, where the command was given to Captain 
Jacob Jones, and that of the Argus, to Mr. Allen. 
The United States had previously arrived at that 
port, and both ships were put in a condition to 
proceed, to sea. Accordingly, in the latter part 
of the month of May, 1813, they, in company 
with the Hornet, $loop of war. Lieutenant Bid- 
dle, mailed from New- York, down Long-Island 
sound, for the purpose of avoiding the British 
squadron .off New -York, arid proceeding to sea 
by the east end of Long-Island. On the first of 
June, the appearance off Montaug point, "of a 
seventy-four, two frigates, and some other vessels, 
part of a large British force, theki in the vicinity, 
in a hostile attitude, induced Commodore Deca- 
tur to put into New-London harbour ; the British 
squadron following closely, but without effect. 
lo the evening, the ships were drawn up abreast of 
New-London fort, extending across the harbour ; 
the United States in the centre, the Macedonian 
on the right, and the Hordet on the left, in expec- 
tattji^n of an attack. For a long time, the squad* 
ton remained in th^ harbour of New-LondoOi 
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vigilantly blockaded by a BrilUb force, under ib% 
command of Sir Thomas Hardy, of the Ramilies^ 
74, composed from time to time, of different sbip^ 
and subsequently under different commanders. 
Attempts were made by the one party to escape, 
and demonstrations were exhibited by the other^ 
ef attack ; but after the removal of the formerj 
to an interior and safer place, the intention of 
escaping, and the expectation of attack, no longer 
existed. ^Although, during this blockade, the ob- 
jects foi^ which the squadron was equipped, were 
rendered hopeless, yet the masterly dispQsitions 
' of the Commodore, forbade all apprehensions for 
its saiety : and although much bad been expectedi 
from such a force, under such commanders, ye^ 
the spirit of the country was not depressed by the 
disappointment, nor was the well earned xeputa* 
tion of those officers impaired, by an event, which 
w^as justly considered to be unavoidable. The 
government of the United States, unwilling to 
employ the activity and talents of Commodort 
Decatur, in merely superintending an inactivej 
and comparatively secure portion of its Navy, 
appointed him to the ship President, recently unr 
der the command of Commodore Rogers, and 
then at New- York. In this situation, Commo- 
dore Decatur was still watched, but under cir- 
cumstances which favoured the hope of bringing 
bis powers into action. 

On the fourteenth day of January, 1815, it wag 
supposed that tiie opportunity long waited for, of 
giving scope to the capabilities of the ship Presi- 
dent, and exercise^o the talents of her command* 
er, presented itself. She got under way in the 
morning, and anchored again within the Hook. 
After getting again under way, she struck the 
p'ound^ ii\jured her false keel» and sustained, other 
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aage : but being still t'ght, she stood away to 
eastward, with a stiff breeze from the north* 
t. At five o'clock hi the morning of the fif- 
ifli, a large sail was discovered, nearly ahead; 
ship immediately hauled up in the wind, when 
« more sail were discovered, in chase. At 
-light, the nearest ship, which was a raiee, 
meuced firing from her bow gun, but without 
It, the shot falling short ; and it was sooQ 
d that the President bad distanced the 
e. The wind at this time growing light, the 
r ships evidently gained on her^ particularly 
ship, a heavy frigate, neared her fast. As 
►nly alternative, the Commodore ordered the 
to be lightened ; provision w^re tlvrown over- 
•d, water started, and every exertion made^ 
could facilitate Iter sailing ; and the sails kept 
tantly wet. At ten o^clock anotiier sail ap- 
ed, on tbe weather beam; she was a sloop 
ar, and was standing down for the' Presidents 
iree o'clock the nearest ship had got wnthin 
shot, and commenced, and kept np a con- 
fire, from her bow guas, which 4vas immedi- 
retifrned, but with little effect oh either sid^ 
I being a 'high irregular «ea. Every hope of 
>e, as the wind then was, without coming iQ 
action, had vanished. The gallant Comino- 
tben conceived the bold deugn, of closing 
K>arding the enemy ; the boarders were call- 
md all hands greeted him with three hearty 
•s. 

t was truly astonisbing (says an eye-witness 
>ard) to see the cool, deliberate courage and 
fulness, that prevailed among the ofilicers 
:rew, in the face of an enemy more than four 
their force. From this you may concieve 
^1^ .would have done, h«d we ii»y thing like 
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an equal force to contend with. Ev^ry earange^ 
ment was now made, to close with the leading 
ship, which had at this time ranged up peariy 
within pistol shot; our brave cominfodore placing 
himself at the h«ad 6f the boarders. At 5 p. w, 
we wore short round, with the intention of laying 
him on board — but, as if he had anticipated our 
design, he immediately wore, and hauled to the 
wind, fearing to close, "although the whole sqtidd- 
ron were coming up fast : he having the. wind, it 
was impossible to close for boarding; we then 
opened our fire, and in fifteen miniites his sails 
were very much cut up ; both ships now falling 
off, continued engaging before the wind, for an 
hour and a half; in which time his spars, smh and 
rigging were literally cut to pieces, and his fire 
nearly silenced, only firing single g«ns at loBg in- 
tervals. We now quit him, and in hauling tip, had 
to expose ourselves to a raking fire, but he was 
so much cut up that he could not avail himself of 
the advantage, and only* fired three or four shot; 
we then, astonishing to relate, went out of action 
with every sail set, and soon left our antagonist 
out of sight. We were now going off, with every 
thing set, our damage but triffing ; sails all wet 
again, and began almost to flatter ^ourselves oa 
the probability of escaping. Had thick weather 
set in, of which there was every appearance, no 
doubt but we should have succeeded— on the con- 
trary it continued fine, and the three other shi&s 
plainly discernible, making their night signals, ^ 
two in particular, nearing us fast, as the concus- 
sion of our guns had destroyed the wind, whereas 
they were bringing up the breeze with them. 

" About two hours frohi the time we left 4be ship 
we had>ngaged, one of the enemy had approach- 
ed within half gun shot^ tJtie other taking a rakiii|; 



i0(i^« : being now . assailed by so superior a 
t/^j without ally probability of escape, our 
ave commodore with great reluctance, being 
stated by motives of humanity, ordered a sig- 
I of suriiender to be made ; notwithstanding, 
y continued to fire into us for more than fifteen 
mtes, through mistake. We were, now takett 
session -of by the Pomone and Tenedos of 38, 
I Majestic razee of 62 guns ; and found the 
) we had engaged was the Endymion, mount- 

51 guns, long 24 pounders on her gun deck. 
* loss, as you may suppose from the length of 
. actioQ, was very great ; as near as I could 
n, we bad twenty-four killed and fifty-four 
ipded. Commodore Decatur received a se- 
) contusion on the breast. Among our killed^ 
B our first, fourth, and fifth lieutenants. The 
, Mr. Babbit, was killed early in the action ; 
'as an officer of the greatest merit and brave- 
n whom the service has lost one of its bright- 
ornaments. Messrs^ Hamilton and Howell 
; also officers of great merit. Among the 
ided, was the master, and one midshipman. 
The loss of the enemy has been very severe : 

their endeavours . to conceal it, I have not 

able to learn the number, though some of our 
^rs state, who were taken <hi board the £ii« 
on, that ten men were thrown overboard the 
\ after the action, from that ship. The day 

the action was remarkably fine^ and gave 

an excellent opportunity to secure the 

», Uc. but they being so elated with ther sue* 

it was in ^manner neglected. At ten, that 
, there came on a most violent gale of wind, 
continued with imabated fury for thirty 
;. Next morning all our masts went by the 
I Within aa hour of each other j our situar 
10 
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iion now became truly alarming — ^tbe wreck «tf * 
the magts beating against the ship's bottom- — very '] 
few of the guns secured — some loose, going from 
side to side — ^The ship rolling gangways under, 
lying in the trough of the sea; which at tim^ 
was making free passage over her, and seven fcfet 
water in the hold. The <;rew were nearly wovn 
out, and quite disheartened, but by the exertfOii! 
of a few of our crew, who'ifi^ere left on boai^lo -. 
take<:are of the sick, the wreck of the masts was 
with great difficulty cleared away. The ship then 
lay much easier, and by fresh' exertions attke \ 
pumps, we had the joy to find we gained on Ike 
leak, and by night had the pleasure of fitidmg4lie 

Eumps to suck. Notwithstanding it contimied to 
low excessive hard^ we began toliave contid^raire j 
that she would weather the gale. Our podr 
wounded men suffered very much ; some, from t6e ^ 
nature of their wounds, were not able to lay kt \ 
their hammocks, and were tossed from side .to ; 
side with the violent roiling of the ship, which 
hastened the death of several. The gale oiode- 
rating next day, they commenced getting up jmy | 
roasts, and in ten days arrived at Bermuda, wli€9*e i 
we found the Pomone and Endymion ; the lai^r i 
had lost all her masts and bowsprit, had hove dl i 
- her upper deck guns overboard in the galcy and \ 
was very near foundering." 

Commodore Decatur arrived at New-London | 
in fourteen dws from Bermuda, on the twenQr- I 
second day of February, in the NarcisfNis frigate, 
Captain Gordon. On bis landing, the popdiace 
placed him in a carriage, and drew him through 
the principal streets of New-London, amidst the 
shomts of thousands of the citizens of that Umn 
• and the vicinity. On setting h;m down at Brown's 
JEIotel, the Commodore at temfited> to address. 4ke 



imititiide, but the 9.cdmmtiom were sa loud and 
iBcessant, tb6:t he could not be heard. In the 
evening, ComHtodore Decatur, Commodore Shaw, 
and other o^ers of the United States' navy, and 
of the army ^ together with Captain Garland of 
the Su|>erby Captain Gordon of the Narcissus^ 
and upwards of forty other officers of the British 
sqimiFon off New-London, attended an eleganl; 
ball, which was giv^en in celebration of peac^ and 
ihe birth day of WashingtoQ. 
. The affairs of the United Stales with Algiers, 
assumiag a tostile appeai-ance,. the Commodore 
was despatched ia the summer of 1815, with a 
squadron, to the Mediterranean, to reduce that re* 
geuey to a more pacific disposition. . He was lo 
. be succeeded by another squadron under Commo* 
dore Bainbridge. Panting for glory, Decatur 
boisted bis flag on board the United States' frigate 
Guerriere, and sailed with his squadi^on from New- 
IfOrk OB the 18th of May, for his :de8tinat]pn^ 
Widi 9^ possible despatch ; in order to settle af^ 
im$ with the Algerines before the arrival of th0 
iSecond ^uadron, and thus secure to. himself the 
tenours which would otherwise entwine another's 
br^w^ On his passage thither, he had the good 
Ibptune to fall in with the Algerine Admiral Kais 
Hanmaida, who was cruising agaiiist the Ameri**- 
<^ans% Finding it impossible to escape, the Turk 
d^ermified to defend his ship to the last, nor was 
4b« crescent low^ed, until her gallant commander 
"was no more. This sliip was called the Mirboha^ 
«^ 46 guns, and between four and five hundred 
«en, and struck in twenty-five miiiutes after the 
action begun. The number of prisoners were 
Ibur hundred and six, and upwards of thirty killed.' 
The action was Ibught off Cape de Gatt, on the 
I7tb of June, IdlS, On the 19th of the same 
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ttoAt&f dff Ga^ Pafos, after a chttie ot Hktrnti 
!l0«ir6, be captured an Algerine brfg of Iw^eoCy^-' 
tiro gum, and one hundred and eig^jr men ; twtf 
lioii4£^ of wliom escaped in their bo$^ prier w 
Ihe capture of the brig» 

Commodore Decatur arrited before Algiers, on 
the 29th June, and honrted a flag of truce oo 
Board the Guerriere,'WTtfa the Swedish flag at the 
IMin. A boat came oflf wHh Mr. NorderKng, 
Consul of Sweden, and the, Captain^ of the pon^ 
to whom the capture of the frigate and brig wa$ 
commijUiicated, and to whom Commodore Deea* 
tur and William Thaler, Bsq. acting a« comttrls^ 
sioners fo n^gdciate a peace, delivef ed a letted 
for the Dey, from the President of the Unitecl 
States ; and also a note from themselm, of wbic& 
the following is a copy : 

^' The American Commissioners to the Dejf of Algiers* 

<^ The undersigned have the honour to Jn<brin hk 
Highness the Dey of Algiers, that they ha^e been 
appointed by the President of the United States of 
America, Conraiissioners Plen^otentiafy to treat 
of peace with his Highness, and, that pursuant to 
their instructions, they are ready to open a ttego^ 
liation for the restoration of peace and harmonj 
between the two countries, on terms jtist and hon^ 
ourable to both parties ; and ibey fed il in^nm^ 
bent on them to state explicitly to his Highiress^ 
fhat they are instructed to treat upon no ^het 
principle, than that of perfect equality, and on the 
terms of the itoosit favoured nations : no stipula^ 
lion for paying any tribute to Algief s, under tmf 
ferm whatever, Will be agreed fo. 

" The undersigned have the hoiiour to transmit 
herewith, a letter from the President of the United 
States, and they avail themselves of this occasion 



re iM 'High«Mess of thnr bigb coDsideraliop 
lofoaod respect." 

Captain of the port then requested that* 
tie^ «hould ce^e preceding. the uegotiatioo^ 
at persons might, be. sent ashore to treat* 
propositions .were Fe}ect«^^ the American 
^issioaers declanog.. tBat the negotiations 
se carried on, cm board the^ fleet, ai|d that 
Ltics as r^pe^ted vessels, should not cease. 
ys following day, the Swedish Consul and 
;aptaio of t|ie port cam6 on board with full 
r& to- negotiate* The American Commis- 
rs moduced the model of a treaty which 
declared would not be departed from in sub- 
«. £very attempt on the part of Algiers, 
btain a modification- of it proved fruitless, 

tbe restoration of th^ captured vessels was^ 
Lively refused. Upon, consideration, how- 
, the American Commissfoners resolved to re- 
> the captured vessels as a favour^ and not as 
Ler of treaty, giving the> Algerine to under- 
d, that oven this would depeml on the signing, 
he treaty as presented. The Alegerine Cap- 
i then proposed -a- truce, to* deliberate on the 
posed terms ; the reply was ^\ not a minute ;• 
rour squadrou appears in sight before the 
ity is actually signed by the Dey, and the 
Boaers .sent off, ours would capture them 1'* 
^as finally agreed' that hostilities should cease 
en the Algerine boat sboidd be perceived com-' 
5 off with a wlwte flag boisted,,the Swedish Con- 
I. pledging 4iU wordof honour potto-hoist it un-* 
is.the treaty was signed^, aqd the prii^oners in 
e boat. The Swedish Consul and Algerine d^)-*- 
in rc^turpedon shore,. and although the distance 
as full five nules, they came back within three 
D^rs^ with tbe treaty signed, and having y^^ 



fhem tlepri^ners who were to be released ^fipMl 
captivity by thie tennis of the treaty. « 

Cdmtfiod6fe Decatnr despaicfied the United 
States^ brig Epervier, Lieiltetiant Shiilbirvc'k, wHtt 
lifae pleasing infortnatipn to the American €rovertv» 
itient. ^his vessel Was lost andsupposea to havb 
fordrider^ ^t sea;* with Ihe prisoners on bofti^ 
-nrs nothing was cv^r heard of her sthce. 
' After having visited the otlier Barbarjr ports it>C 
Tunis and l^ripoli, Commodore* Becattir landiki 
at Miss'ena eight Neapolitati captives, whose re- 
tease he obtained in his negotiations with the Ihf 
of Mglclfs. This ' fact was cottimtmicafed to tte 
Minbter df Foreign Affaws of the King of Ihfc 
Two Sicilies, at flaples, on the 8th of September^ 
iSl^f and reci^ived k flattering and frigidly an- 
swer. Decatur returned to the United States in 
November of the s^ro^eyiean 
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'Was t>orh ih the month of October, 1784,^41 

Wooditock, itk <h^ stKl^ 0[ Connecticut, Hit 

predilecftiM Sn* the t^vy^ was eariy ^nd stroiig. 

At >the age of «about ^fteea, be was appoiiited iBom* 

shipman, ahd bailed from PbHvmcHlth in the sl^ 

Congress, ukidier> the command of Captain Se^el^^ 

' When that ship, and the Sssex, ^oder the coiii- 

^inahd of Captain Pi^ble, w«re ord^^d on.m 

cririse in the iiKB«da isc^ai. During hei* VHyage 

^tdwards -her destination, the Oongpess WM 4ifc- 

-'teasted^ and wws obKgedto ^^bibck'for repakte. 

In this^east^r, Mr. Morris -Md^ts «boikMer dk- 



feeited ^ tbe ialHug of a spur; when big ialber, 
Ihen purser of the sUp, inquired of liim whether 
he dK>se itill to pursue the profession which. he 
Imi ad<^6d : a prompt affinnative was the an^ 
mrWj-aiid' he continued on board' the saioe ship 
^Airing a oniise in the West^Indies^ At his return^ 
tteweot CNlt with Commodore Preble, in the ship 
ConstttutioB, to the MecBterranean. At Syracuse} 
Ik was one of the sev^ity who volunteered on the 
1»tpeditioj], to bum the ship Pliitadelphia^ then in 
%fae harbour of Tripoli* On the third day of Fe- 
faviftry, 1604, the volunteers, under the command 
«f Lieutenant Decatur of the Enterprise^ sailed 
•fii9m Syracuse, in the ketch Intrepid, on a duty^ 
irfaich the Gomnodore himself would not encoi»- 
ntge, on account of th^ danger with which it must 
*be attended. ftlr« Siorris was armed with the 
Commodore's pistols, which were offered him by the 
Commodore bunself— -a proof of the good opinion 
entertained by the Commodore, (» his young, 
adventurer. After fifteen days' tempestuous wea- 
ther, the Intrepid, with her seventy men, entered 
Ihe harbour. The (Philadelphia was moored with- 
in half gun shot of the Bashaw's castle, and of the 
|>ri»cipal battery. Two of the enemy's cmifiers 
wy^wifhin two cables^^ length, mi the starboard 
"^^laart^; and his gnn-boats within half gmi shdt^ 
4anthe starboard bow. All the guns of the frigate^ 
'^irere *mouttted and loaded. Such were the ira- 
'Xiediate perils to be encountered with a single 
rketefa, besides the other dangers, that abound in 
m^nrongly fortiffied iiarboar. it mas past cloven. 
^o^€lock at night, when the ketch 'came alongside 
ttbe iSrigate^ . l^mlenant^Beartnr and JMb*. Morris 
instawtly 'Sptimg on Aboard, and after Teoeiving^a 
.4reinforcette»tijmB the ketch, ntta«ked the Turksi, 
who in great consternation bad fled to ^.qujirr 



I^r^eck, wb^re Morris was the fir«t:oC4b«r«milh 

ants to set his foot. Abput tw^ty of tbex3|ii4f% 

were killed on the spot. Tlie reioaiVKleiv^ilJ^. 

leaped overixiard, or were driven below. J^ vifM^ 

so dark, that at two several times, Mr. MQrris^l|#» 

in danger of perishing by the hand of his g^lfcml 

Commander ; opce, at the attack of the qiuM^te^^ 

deck, and the second time, pn going to secure. .tM 

magazine ; in both instances being cUh^S ^^^ 

lowed by Lieutenant Decatur. The object of^Mw 

enterprise was aceompIisbed-<-the Philade^bflp^ 

was set fire to, and destroyed. On his feiyofii^ 

^Mr. Morris was promoted to the first lieu^en^iicy 

.on board the ship Hornet, commaBded^ by. C^^ffU 

Dent; and in tkueit capacity, made a voyage^ ^ 

France, with despatches from the America, to il^ 

French government. At 9aris, he was pr^sf o(e^ 

lo the Emperor, being the first instance., mrhcsqp, 

that distinction was ever conferred upon a Lieur 

tenant; and presented his Majesty with a modi^^ 

of the ship Constitution. In Captain Isaac Hcdl^ 

clorious achievements in the Constitution, Mi|^ 

-Morris took a distinguished part as. first Lieut^. 

'Bant. Her escape, on the 17tfa July, 1812, frjom,.^. 

British squadron, consisting of one ship of tbi^ 

.line, four frigates, a brig and a schoon^ tlie 

nearest frigate being i;6ithin gun shot^for twenlsr 

.four hours, has justly been considered a ma^c^ 

exertion of nautical skill.* Captain HuU. hofi-' 

ever insisted,, with characteristic maguauiimtj|[|„ 

that his officenSv^^^^ particularly Lieutenant MqI^ 

;ris, sb(Hdd<be partakers in the himour, whi&b jft)il(n 



I «••••••••«•• ••*•••••••••#»•••••••••%••• ••••••••.••••I 



* The chase cooliniied fi^r sixty hours, and 

>fihaU]r. relinquished by the British Commanders, «<% 

th^ir. great mortific^^tion, in . CQnse<m^DiC€ of hwg^ 

campletely outrmai^uyretL V- 



Ik ofitni^ti wm IxkioWmg wHh great liberditji^ 
«po»' himself. It may weQ be supposed, that the 
liost consummate seamanriiip was employed on 
tkis oecasion, by both parties. On the noieteentb 
of tiie followhig August, in the eapture of the 
6liemere, earring fifty guns, the gallantry and 
Affl of -Lieutenant Morris were most conspicuous. 
tk was dangerously wounded by a ball, w^ich 
4ifttered the belly, on the left side, and passed outi 
gazing the insMe of the hip bone in its passage* 
He su^ved; however, to hear his name associated 
fHth the most distinguished in the navy. . 
' As an expression of their sentiments towards 
Captain Hull and Lieutenant Mof ris, the citizeni 
^ Philadelphia, aft^r the capture of the Chier« 
ri^re, presented each of them with a stiperb piece 
&f plate. In the autumn of the same year, he was 
promoted to the rank of post-captain. This 
irtcited some dissatisfaction, among the officers 
of subordinate rank, who by this appointment had 
been passed over. Mr. Lawrence, afterwards 
Captain of the Chesapeake, but at that time 
inaster and Commander of the ship Hornet, ad- 
di^cssed remonstrances on' the subject, both -to the 
flfecretafy of the Navy, and to Congress. Biit 
ila% cause of complaint was afterwards removed 

2^ the appointment of Messrs. Lawrence, Gordon 
d Jones, to the same rank with Mr. Morris, 
with the seniority in their favour, a measure adopt- 
ed in consequence of the representations of Mr. 
ftoiris himself. Captain Morris's commission 
b^ars date the day of the surrender of the Guer* 
rfere. He was afterwards put in command of the 
Atfoms corvette, then in the Potomac ; which he 
repaired, and carried to sea, through the British 
aqtiadron, which then blockaded Chesapeake bay. 
Jfnmn^ Sjtiffered severely in a gale of wind, he put 
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mto Penobscot bay for repairs; wad for grealer 
security, jproceeded up tb& river to Hampden^ 
about thirty miles firom Castiae. Oo the £rst d^y 
of September, 1814, while the ship was at Hamp» 
den, prepared for heaving down, and in no e6ii^ 
dition of defence,, she was threatened by theap*^ 
pearance of a British force of sixteen sail, ^u0> 
harbour of Castine^ Preparations were instasl^ 
made to defend the ship, from the landw Th^ 
cannon were sent on shore, batteries were thrown 
dp, obstructions were placed in the river, and th^ 
militia were called in from the country. Lieuttf^ 
nant Lewis by a forced march arrived irom Oa»- 
tine, with a detachment of twenty-eight of the 
United States artillery, under his command. TIi^ 
militia were ill provided with arms and ammuni- 
lion, which, as far as practicable, were supplied 
from the ship. On the third, the enemy made ti$ 
attack: the militia fled and dispersed in eveiy 
direttion; and nothing remained to do, but tA 
prevent the ship from falling into- the hands of the 
enemy, and make the best letreat. According);f 
the ship was set on fire, the guns spiked, and tM 
men brouglit away, "without the smallest injafy 
from the fire of the enemy. Captain Morris^ 
loss, was one seaman and one marine, taken pfi* 
soners. That of the enemy, was estimated '-lA 
eight or ten killed, and from forty to fifty wound- 
ed; principally by the 18 pounder, under thft 
charge of Lieutenant Lewis. Since the abolf 
period, Captain Morris has been appointed to (lie 
command of the ship Congress, at Portsmoud^ 
-the very ship on board of which be first entered 
Unpatronised and unobtrusive, Captain Morib 
tnay claim as his own, the progress he has mad6 
In personal appearance, he exhibits too much^ 
Srtie pleasing, to justify ideas of the sturdy seamelK) 
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^Ibdiuiag^ hanbh^Sy toils, and woueds. He re^ 
ttiredf in Fiebruary 1815, the hand of Miss 
Harriet Bowen, daughter of Dr. WiUiam Boweo, 
nrf Providence, (R, I.) iamarriage. 

He partook of the. honours of Decatur in 1815, 
Unsettling affairs with Algiers. In 1817, be was 
4«spatcbed in this ship with an agent from the 
IJnited States to Hajtiy;to make certain denmnds 
•fthe Haytian governments of Christopbe. and 
Pvtian, respecting their conduct towards some 
-litiseiis of America. Having performed this ser- 
we, he returned to .the United States in August 
4)f thesame year» 



COMMODORE 

DAVm PORTER. 

The. sul^ect of the following memoir, was the 
•WD. of Captain David Porter, and was born in 
Boston on the 1st of February, 1780. His father 
had l;>een an officer in the American navy, during 
.the revolutionary war^ and. after its conclusipn, 
was appointed to the command of the reveni^e 
•tC^utter Active, and removed with his famijy to 
^Baltimore. 

The constitution of young Porter was delicate.; 
but hifi iTiittd was bent on the profession of a sea- 
man. He made his first voyage, with his fatiier, 
to the West-Indies, at the age of sixteen; and his 
second, as mate of a ship, from Baltimore to St. 
Domingo. In this voyage, his address, courage, 
and constitution, were put to the trial. He was 
twice impressed on board a British ship, and ^s 
anany times effiected his ejscape Being d^titute 
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«f money, be was obBged to worik fai^ passagr 
iiome, in a cold season, without the clotUag / 
cessary to hi^ health and comfort. 

He afterwards obtained a midshipman's 
i*ant, on board the Constellation, Comonoviare 
Truztun ; and was in the action with the Freneb 
frigate L'lnsnrgente. His conduct in this at^ioii 
procured for him the oommissiott of a lieutenaal) 
on board the same ship, under Commodore fia»- 
ron. He went next, on board the United States' 
schooner Experiment, under Captain Maleji^ 
cruising on the coast of Hispani<da,.figbtiBg;^'tIie 
brigands, and annoying their harbours in his boat 
In the Amphitrite, a pilot boat schooner, witii five 
small swivels, taken from the tops of the ConsteOsl- 
lion, and fifteen bands, he engaged a Frencbpiivar 
leer, mounting one long twelve pounder, and sever* 
al swivels, mmmed with a crew of forty men, and 
accompanied by a prize ship, and a large bar|pe 
with thirty men, and armed with swivels. With 
this fearful ^ds; against him, and notwithstanding 
the loss of ms mdder in the engagement, be aaaik 
prize of the privateer and sMp, without the loss 
of a man ; though several were wounded, and ]d& 
vessel much injured. There were seven killed oa 
board the privateer, and fifteen wounded. 

After his return from this voyage, he went to the 
West-^Indies again, as first Lieutenant of the £xr 
periment, commanded by Captsdn Charles Stew- 
art. At this time, French privateers were partiot- 
larly troublesome to the American commerce ; tat 
the appearance ef the Experiment, and the vigour 
of her operations, struck such an awe into thoae 
commissioned bucaniers, as effectually to repress 
their depredations, and shut them within their omi 
harbours. From the Experimeat both Captain 
Stewart and laeutanaat Porter were translatiRt 
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t»tlie' schooner Enterprise, on her going witb tlie 
fast squadron, to the Mediterranean. - The £n^ 
telpnse engaged a Tripolitan corsair of very sii» 
perior force, .and after a most severe conflict, iii 
wUch the Enterprise made great hatoc among 
the enemy, and suffered little herself, was eventu- 
ally^ the conqueror. Onttiis, andt>n all other oc- 
casions, while on that station, whether in harbours 
0^ at sea, in open battiie, or on desperate enter- 
prises, the valouf*, skill and promptitude of Lieu^ 
teaaikt Porter, were conspicuous, and called forth 
the applausre of his superiors and companions in 
arms. In one of these hazardous exploits, he was 
wounded in the left thigh. He joined the frigate 
niiladelphta, Captain Bainbridge, at Gibraltar, in 
September, 1803. Off the harbour of Tripoli, on 
the 31st October, in fine weather, the Philadel^i 
phia gkve chase to a Tripolitan armed ship, aod 
m the pursuit, ran foul of a rock. After ineffec-' 
tifal endeavours to float the ship, the whole crew 
and officers surreodered, and were carried prison- 
ers to the city of Tripoli. - There was a passage 
ottder the rooms where the officers were confined, 
through which the American sailors, employed on 
the puUic works, were in the habit of passing. 
From one of the rooms of this passage, a com- 
muaication was opened with the sailors, through 
a' small hole in the wall. In an unguarded, or 
unlucky moment, this communication was discov- 
ered, and information given to the Bashaw. Sud- 
denly the officer having the charge of the castle, 
rashed iiito the room, and demanded who had 
the presumption to do the forbidden deed. To 
this demand Porter answered cooly, that he was 
the author. He was immediately dragged away ; 
but to what fate, lus friends neither knew, nor 
could be informed. In this state of uncertainty, 
11 
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they remained until relieved by tbe apfMearfti^ 
ef Porter himself. During this confineiuent,. 
Lieutenant Porter found refuge from the irk- 
someness of restrsunt, in an, habitual fpndness 
for study. In bis books, of which he procured 
% .competent number, be enjoyed an .agreeable 
society, always ready, and never intrusive or im- 
portunate* History, drawing, the Frepch lan-^ 
guage, mathematics, and the theory of bis pro-, 
lession improved while they amused his jnind and 
enabled him to think afterwards tbat Ibis days of 
•captivity had not be^n wholly lost, pr^psdnful or 
nuprofitabie. What be thus aptjuired be was 
ready to communicate, and in this jnaanper made 
others partakers in the alleviations which he hun- 
E€]£ enjoyed. 

After the establishment of peace with this Rq-^ 
gency, the American captives were sei at liberty^, 
and Port^ with his companions returned to tlie 
pursuit of their several vocations and the per- . 
Ibrmance of their respective duties. At Syra- 
cuse to which place they took &hipping after their 
release, a court of inquiry was held on the causes^ 
of the loss of the Philadelphia, which resulted ia 
the honourable acquittal of the officers of that 
ship. He was then appointed to tlie command pl^ 
the brig Enterprise, and ordered to Tripoli. He 
availed himself of the latitude of his orders to 
visit the liuins of the Roman colony of Leptis. 
Magna, and hiere the art of drawing which he had 
cultivated while in prison at Tripoli, ^as callecf 
delightfully, and profitably into use, The rem-*^ 
nants of ancient magnificence called forth sublime^ 
and solemn emotions, afforded sensible evidence 
of the power and elegance of the wonderful na- 
tion with whom it once exi&ted, and confirmed? 
the impressions which the pen of historjr had crcf^ 



atecT. The speculafiohs and researches of Porter 
and his friendis were rewarded with the discovei*y 
of neglected specimens of ancient art. CoiiiSj 
Statues and inassy pillars here and there appear- 
ed among the general desolation to awaken the 
glowing mind of the ' traveller "disturbed, de- 
Sghted, rafs^d, refin'd," as he wandered ov^r 
classic ground or regaled amidst the fragments! 
of the temple of Jupiter. 

In the Mediterranean Captain Porter found it 
necessary oh more than oiie occasion, to vindicate 
the honour of his national flag, and give those 
who' might b^ inclined to undervalue it to feel that 
they were wrdng in their estimate of its relative 
importance. For some insult which was offered 
to the brig in the persons p^ th^ officers ^nd crew, 
Captain FVorter had caused the author, an Engli^ 
"saiipr, to be flogged at the gangway. The Go- 
vernor of Malta, where the brig then lay at an- 
chof-took dp the affair with much apparent spirit, 
'and directed the JTorts to prevent the Enterprise 
from departing. Information being given to 
Captsun Portei- of this proceeding, he instahtfy 
* made sail, and passed' the batteries with lighted 
inatches, and in thjs attitude of Briiig upon the 
town, should any obstruction be thrown in his 
' tray : very prudently Ho SMch measure was at- 
' tempted. 

Afterwards in passing 'through the Siraits of 
Qibraltar, in sight of the town and of the^ British 
squadr6n'io the harbour, he was attacked by 
twelve Sj^anish gun-boats. Although' the supe- 
liority was inanifestly on their side, he* compelled 
them to retire, lea^in^ an iippressioi^ both qn the 
ai^Seu)^ht^ dnd' on' the spectators, ad^vahtageous 
^as well as iKmouriable to the little navy of Ms 
coimtry* 
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Affairs in the Mediterranean being somewhat 
composed. Captain Pdrter returned after an ab- 
sence of five years, and connected himself in mar- 
riage with the daughter of the Hon. Mr. Ander- 
son, member of Congress from Pennsylvania. 

He was next ordered to command the flotilla 
on the New-Orleans station. The embarpro and 
, non-intercourse laws were vigorously and faith- 
fully enforced, and in particular, a stop was pyt 
to the depredations of a French pirate who had 
long infested the Chesapeake, in an armed schoo- 
ner and seemed ta think himself out of the reach 
of the arm of justice. This marauder, Porter cap- 
tured, and thus rendered an important service U} 
tlie commerce of the southern coast of the United 
States. 

Thinking his health in danger from a climate 
little adapted to his constitution, he was at bis 
request appointed to command the Essex frigate 
at NorfoUL In this frigate he sailed from Ne!9(- 
York oh the third of July, 1812. War then ex- 
isting between the Uqited States and Great Bn- 
tain, he was attacked by the British sloop of w^r 
Alert, Captain Laugharne. The ship bore dow^ 
confidently upon the weather quarter of the El- 
sex, gave three cheers, and commenced actiof, 
but in a few minutes surrendered. She was t^ 
lirst ship of war, taken from the enemy; andh«r 
flag, the first British flag sent to the seat of go- 
vernment, during the late war. , ', 

Agreeable to the orders of Commodore Bsdd- 
bridge, and to a plan concerted between tMw, 
Captain Porter having repaired his ship, sailSl 
from the Delaware, on the 27th of October, 181^ 
for the coast of Brazil. Fortune threw in his wi 
bis ^Britannic Mjyesty's packet, Nocton, havibg 
on board 1 1,000 pounds sterling, in money, T^ 
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Vessel he captured, and after taking out her mo- 
ney, sent her to America* About this time, cir- 
cumstances concurred, to render it inexpedient 
ifor him to remain longer on that coast. Com- 
modore B^lnbridge, after the capture of the Java, 
would in all probability, be under the necessity 
of nefturning to port for repairs : the Hornet had 
been captured bv the Montague, and the coast 
was swarming with hostile ships, in pursuit of him ;. 
so that co-operation and assistance were removed 
from him, at the Very time they were most needed^ 
Under these circumstances, he judged it prudent, 
fo quit a station so full of peril, and seek another 
which afforded equal prospect o^ honour and ad- 
* Vantage, with greater saiety. Accordingly, he* 
.stretched along the south-east coast of America,s 
Intending to reap his harvest on the waves of the* 
'southern Pacific. He doubled Cape Horn, in* 
Very tempestuous weather ; and arrived at Val- 
paraiso, on the l4th March, 1813. Having ex- 
iiausted his provisions, he replenished bis ship af 
this port. Previous to this time, the South Ame- 
ricans had felt tbemseiyes at liberty, to make 
prize of the whaling vessels,, from North America'; 
and prisoners of their crews : their apology was,, 
that they wire the aBies of the enemies of. the- 
United States; and that Spain would probably 
ip a short time make common <;auae with Iher*. 
^y, 'and declare war a^nisi h^r enemy.. Thes«- 
reasobs laippearittg to actuate the Peruvian Caph. 
ind likely to eoiitihue t<^ 1afiuenc!e his conduct^H 
When fiiture ((^]^rtunityi should present f biit ap— 
bearing wholly m'siif&cienit in the ytew of Ci^tainp 
jrorter,*be resolv€H(i''fo faKe'fifriin the Peruviap,^ 
We means of if^iittifr^ aiinbyah^e, ioid threw all Ibis 

S' iis^ and' ammuiiliion into tHt w&L Oil boanti 
$iressel, were tf^^kty^-four Ameiicans^ the crew5< 
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.of two whalemen, held prisoners; whom CaptaiQ 

. Porter liberated, and wrote an account of hispro^ 
ceedingsto the Vice-roy/which contained his tea* 

. sons for so doing. Captain Porter afterwards 
re-took one of the whalemen as she was eDieriiii; 
the harbour of Lima. 

The British government probably had not ei-* 
pected so formidable and so troublesome ai^isitor, 
in that part of the world. At the period of the 
arrival of the Essex, her course was without ob* 
struction from the enemy, and his commerce ex^ 
posed to capture, without any protection, and 
without the suspicion of danger. Great destruc' 
tion was the unavoidable consequence ; especially 

. among the whaling vessels. The Essex junior, w 
twenty guns, was one of his prizes ; and the com- 
mand of her, given to Lieutenant Downes : most 

. of them, had valuable cargoes on board : some 
©f them were sent home, some of them were lajd 

' up ill Valparaiso, and the rest disposed of in dtf- 

: ferent ways. 

With as many vessels under his command, as be 
could conveniently man, he was in a condition for 
a time, to sweep the Pacific. His prizes furnished 
him abundantly with provisions, clothing, medi* 

V cine, naval stores, and the means^ of making lib^ 
eral payments to his officers and men. Great coDf 
•sternation prevailed, not only throughout this'sed) 
but penetrated the insurance offices of Great B|^ 
tain. Accordingly, ships were despatched in var 
rious directions for the capture of this force. 
3ome were ordered to the eastern as well as to t|ie 
western coast of Southr America; and others, to 
cruise in the China seas, and off New-Zealaqd, 
Timori and New-Holland. Porter anticipated 
such an event; and bis dispositions were sucb,^ 
that accident alone^ could ^ect the object of hi^ 






pursuers. His coarse was trackless; s<mietinies 
ill the open ocean; and sometimes among the un« 
inviting and tmfrequented islands of the South 
Sea : but never on' the coast of the continent. 
Distracted by surmises, arising from indistinct and 
contradictory information^his enemies found them- 
selves at all times, either too late, or entirely out 
of their vi^ay. ..Their difficulties were aggravated, 
h^ the superior means of information, which he 
enjoyed, in addition to the advantage naturally 
possessed^ by the party pursued, over the party 
parsoing, the object of the one, being to attain a 
single given point j that of the other^ to aveid it,, 
among an infinite number of others. Lieutenant 
Downes learned at Valparaiso, whither be* bad. 
convoyed the prizes, that Commodore Hillyar iU' 
the Phoebe frigate, rated at thirty-six guns, with 
two sloops of war, was expected. With the in- 
tention of closing his expedition to this sea,, with, 
something more brilliant than the capture of men- 
chantmen and whalers. Captain Porter proceeded 
to the island of Nooaheevah, one of the Washing- 
ton groupe, for repairs* On the 19th of Novem- 
ber, 1813, Captsun Porter took formal possession 
of this island, in behalf of the United States of 
America, by the name of Madison Idand. It is 
situate l^tween the latitudes of 9 and 10, S. ^nd 
ki Ibttg: 140, W. from Greenwidi, and is large, 
fertile, and populous. The natives of that part of 
the Island where he landed^ were friendly ; supr 
plying him abundantly with provisions and gladly 
receiving assistance from him, in a war then ..car- 
ried on with, some neighbouring tribes, whom h^ 
reduced to subjection. Haviig completely marf^ 
ned his ship, and supplied her with provisions and 
.stores for four months, and having secured, under 
.the gum of the battery, the three priiies which ht 
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had broQght wUh faiin, he sailed for the coast f f 
Chili, on the 12th December, 1813. From cruuh 
xng on the poast, he proceeded to Valparaisd, 
where Commodore Hillyar, then in quest of faiin, 
afterwards arrived. Of the "action wii^ch ensued 
in the month of March afterwards, and of tl^ 
hopes, feelings and expectations of Commodore 
Porter on that occasion, no better account can l>e 
'given, than by introducing extracts from hisiettei* 
on that subject, to the Secretary of the Navy, 
dated at Sea, July S, 1814: 

Extracts of a letter from Commodore Porter^ to lie 
Secretary of the JVfl»y, ^akd at «ea, Jvly ^ 
1814. 

'* I had done all the injuiy that cpuld be doae 
to the British commerce in the Pacific^ and stiB 
hoped to signs^lise my cruise by something mor^ 
splendid before leaving that sea««-^I thought it not 
improbable that Commodore Hillyar might have 
li^pt his arrival scfcret, and believing that bf 
l¥ould seek me at Valparaiso, as the most likdy 
place to find me, I th^fore determined to cruise 
about that place, and shoii^d ttsAl of i^e^Uag'hiii^ 
hoped to be compensate^d by the capfure c^sbne 
merchant ships, said to be expected' from £iM^ 
land. , : 

" The Phoebe, agreeable to nijr ekpectations, 
tame to seek ifae' at Valparaiso, wh^re 1 was an- 
chored with ihe Essex; my armed prize,' iheEsr 
sex Junior, under the cmnniand of Edeutenahl 
iDbwnes, on the look 6i|t b9! the tiarbow. . B 
eontrary to ikH coiJiHie I ikought he would pqnmeir 

Commodore HiHyar Vi^gbt>ith him '^^^ Cfce- 
rttb 8lo6t> of warj inouutiog twenty-eigEt ffiui%. 
Ughteen SJlMund carro»ades,dght 24% and twa 
long O's on the Quarter-deck and fer€castt& and ^ 
&m]^MiitQtimmM. The force b£ih^ii»bt: 
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Js as follows : thirty loQg IS-pouDders, sixteen 
'33 pound carronades, one bowitzer, and six three 
pounders in the tops, in all fifty-three guns, and a 
complement of 320 men; making a force of 
eighty -one guns,' and five hundred men; in addi- 
tion to which they took on board the crew of aa 
English letter pf marque lying in port. Both ships- 
had picked crews, aud were sent into the Pacific^ 
in company with the Racoon of twenty-two guns, 
. and a store ship of twenty guns, for the express 
purpose of seeking the Essex; and were prepared 
witb^ag9 bearing the motto * " God and country : 
British sailors' best rights ; Traitors ofiendbothi**' 
This was intended as a reply to ray mottoy '^trke 
TRJkDE AND SAiLORs' RIGHTS,'' uuder the erroneous. 
impression that my erew were chiefly Englishmen^, 
or . to xounteract its efiect on their own crews. 
The force of the Essex was forty-six guns, forty 
3S1 pound carronades, and six long 12.'s; and her 
crew, which had been much reduced by manning 
. prises, amounted CHafy to Ifwo hundred and fifty- 
. five men. The £&sex Junior, which was intended 
. chiefly as a store-ship, mounted twenty guns, tea 
18 pound carronades and ten short 6's, with only 
sixty men on board. In reply to their motto/I 
wrote at my mizen, " Goe^ . owr dmntryj oilrf 
Liberty ; Tyrants offend thetnJ^ ♦ 

. . ** On getting their provision* on board, they 
went off the port for the purpose of blockadii^ 
me, where they cruised for near six weeks j dub- 
ii^ which time I endeavoured to provoke a chal- 
lenge, and frequently, but inefiectually, to bring 
^e Phoebe ak>rie to action, first with both ray 
sbips, and afterwards i«rith my single ship, with 
both crews on board. I was several times under 
way, and ascertained that I bad greatly the ad- 
vantage in point of sailing, and once succeeded 
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in clotiag^viifaiii goti diot bf thePbdfibe, ^6 eoflJg 
menced a fre on her, when die ran doWri for mt 
Cherub, wUch wai two and ahalf tttf^s to USi^^ 
ward.; this excited sottie surprise and expressibild 
of. indignation) at previous to my getting uikUr 
way, she hove to <m the port, hoisted her inOI^ 
flag, and fired a guA to windward.'^ Comaiddb¥e^ 
Hillyar seemed determined to avoid a contest 'wffli| 
me on nearly equal -terms, and from his ejitti^eim^ 
prudence in keeping both his ships <$ver aft^r'€fott-;f 
stantly within hail of each other, there were ikr 
hopes of any advantages to my country from a^ 
longer stay in port* I therefore determined i6r 
put to sea: the first opportunity whiiihshotdd ofier ^^^ 
and I was the more slayyngW mdtipedtb do so, nil 
1 had gained certain Intell^nce that the TagW^^ 
rated 38, and two other frigates^ had^ilM 'tdit\ 
that sea in pursuit of me ; and I had'reason to ex/ 
pect the arrival of the Racoon frotn the tidrth-/ 

• west coast of America, wdiere she hlid b^ail sear^ 

• ibr the purpose of destroying odr fti^ ^stdblisf*^ 
ment on the Cdkmbia* A rehd^zvous^ wai^ '^] 
pointed for the Sssex Junior^ affd ev^ry arrs^^' 
ment made for sidling^ and I intended to'Iet Uwia: 

. chi^se me ofiT, to give the Essex Juifior an opi>oN ^ 
tanity of escaping. ^ On the 2»th of March, ffie. 
day after this det^i*mt&ation wai foti^ed, tfie wM\ 
'Csime'on to i>k>w freslrfnomtiie southward, when' 
I parted my larboard cable and' dragged mf^stiSr* 
-board anchor directly out to sea. Not a ifiomeat' 
was to foe lost in getting sail' on flie ship. TFhe 
enemy were dose in with the point forming the. 
;weat'8ide of the- bay; but on Opening them, *l\ 
rsawa pro^iect of passing to windwa^, whenT] 

• took in my top-gallant sails, which were set over^ 
r- single-reefed topsails, and braced up-for'tMS; 

1 purpose^ hut on rounding the point, a hea^' 
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•^HlJ) ftmck ibe s)up and carried away her iteahK 
t^ masl, .precipitating tiie ,m&i who we^e aloft 
ifl|^^ tl^ s^9i£ wb9 weive di^onrned. Both ships now 
m^e cha^^.to.jfDe^ and I eodeavoiH^ in iny.disa<» 
i^ state ito reg«4a tl^e pQi:t ; bilt finding 1 could 
ifjA.rfpay^r* the, coinflaf>a anchorage, I ran close 
i^^ s^^l bay, dbo^t three quairters of a mile 
4o Jeeward of tha battery^ .00 the eajst side of the 
lijj^uf^ and i^ go ipiy^jMicbpr within pisjtol shot 
>o(ifa&^hore^ .whene jE.initetidedJo repair my da* 
.opi^^^ig soon as po^s^>le. , The.ejnemy continued 
^0 ^^roac^)- and, showed, an. evident intention of 
4^ai:(Miig^ rfiga^rdlessi of the neiitrality of the p}ac« 
wjifre I was apd^o^ed^ and.thi? caution observed 
lathe^r^appiroaGjii to Ui^ .attack of the crippled 
i^^x, w^f triUy dLdicttlottSy as was^ their display 
or their lipiottp llag^j^- a.nd the, npmfafer: of Jacks at 
i^^th^r.mast iie^ds. ; I with ;as much expedition 
as.Qi*<?H^^t<H^^^s wa^ld admit of, got my ship rea- 
d^ for action, and endiQ^wuQed to get a spring 
<on my., cable, but had. not succeeded when the 
eueiay, At fifty-four, minutes.after 3, p. m. made 
Us attack, the l^hcebe placing herself under my ^ 
M^Ttif and the Qherub on my starboard bow : but, 
the Ch/erub sooafindi^ig ^er sitii^tipn;a hot onie, 
]K>r^up and ran und^r a^ stern aisp,^ where both 
«liips k^pt up s^ hot. raking £re. • I had get three 
iQng twelve pounderf oi|t of tl^e stern ports, which 
wer^. vi^pxked with. so qaiich bravery and jskill, that 
i^ half aa hour we so 4isabledjbath, as to compel 
them to haul off to repair damages. — ^In the course 
•of this firing, 1 had by tha^reat exertions of Mr. 
Eidward BarDewell, .the. actipg'Sailiiig*-ma»ter9. as- 
«i#ted.by Mr. Liuscott, the bpatswaia, ^pceeded in 
getting jspring? on oi3ir» cable tjiree differept times ; 
but the fire, of the enemy was. so excessive, that: 
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were shot away, and finis rendered iiseless to^us . 
** My ship had received many ii^uries, and -se- 
-veral had been killed and wounded ; but my brav^ 
officers and men, notwithstanding the nnfavoar- 
able circumstances under which we were brou^t 
to action, and the powerful force opposed to us, 
were no ways discouraged — aJi appeared deter- 
mined to- defend their ship to the last extremity, 
and to die in preference to a shameful surrender. 
Our gaff, with the ensign and motto fLag at the 
mizen, had been shot away, but free trade ano 
sailors' rights continued to fly at the fore. Oar 
ensign was replaced by another; and to guard 
against a similar event, an ensign was made fast 
in the mizen rigging, and several jacks were 
hoisted in different parts of the ship. — ^The enemy 
soon repaired his damages for a fresh attack. He 
now placed himself, with both his ships, on my 
starboard quarter, out of the reach of my carro- 
nades, and where my stem guns could not be 
brought to bear ; he there kept up a most galling 
fire, which it was out of my power to return, when 
I saw no prospect of injuring him without getting 
under way, and becoming the assailant. My top- 
sail sheets and haulyards were all shot away, as 
well as tlie jib and foretopmast staysail haulyards. 
The only rope not cut was the flyingjib haulyards; 
and that being the only sail I could set, I caused 
it to be hoisted, my cable to be cut, and ran down 
on both ships, with an intention of laying the 
Phoebe oh board. The firing on both sides was 
now tremendous; I had let fall my foretopsail 
and foresail, but the want of tacks and sheets ren- 
dered them almost useless to us — yet we were 
enabled, for a short time, to close with the ene? 
my ; and although our decks were now strewed 
with dead, and our cockpit filled with w ounded-^ 
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'* ahhm^ our diip had bee^ sevetltl tiines on fire, 
Had was rendered a perfect wreak, we were still 
tmcoaraged. to hope to save tier, from the^ circtmi- 
stance of the Cherub, from her crippled state, be- 
ing compelled to haul ojST. She <Ma not return to 
close action again, although she apparently had 
ilia her power to do so, but kept up a distant fir- 
iog with her long guns. The Phoebe, from our 
di82d)led state, was enabled, however, by edging 
oS, to choose the distance which best suited her 
laag gun?, and kept up a tremendous fire on us, 
which mowed down my brave companions by the 
dozen. — ^Many of my guns had been rendered 
useless by the en^ny's shot, smd many of thenr 
had their whole crews destroyed. We manned 
them again from those which were disabled, and 
one gun in particular was three times manned-— 
fifteen men were slain at it in the course of the 
action I but strange as it may appear, the Captain 
of it escaped with only a slight wound. 

" Finding that the enemy had it in his power to 
choose his disttoce, I now gave up all hopes of 
closing with him, and, as the wind, for the mo- 
ment, seemed to favour the design, I determined 
to endeavour to run her on shore, land my men, 
and destroy hen Every thing seemed to favour 
my wishes. We had approached the shore witfa- 
ia musket shot, and I had no doubt of succeeding, 
when, in an instant, the wind shifted from the 
land (as is very common in this port in the latter 
^rt €£ the day) and payed our head down on the 
Phosbe,. where we were again exposed^o a dread- 
ful raking &*e. My ship was now totally unma- 
nageable ; yet, as her head was towards the ene- 
my, and be to leeward of me, I still hoped to be 
able to board him. At this moment Lieutenant- 
Commandant Downes cam^ on board t6 receive 
voiii II. 12 
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my orders, .ander the impressioii that I should 
soon be a prbonen He could be of do use to me 
in the then wretched state of the Essex ; and find* 
iog (from the enemy *s putting his helm up) that 
my last attempt at boarding would not succeed, I 
directed him, after he had been about ten minutes 
on board, to return to his own ship, to be pre- 
pared for defending and destroying her in case 
of an attackl He took with him several of my 
wounded, leaving three of his boat's crew oa 
board to make room for them. The Cherub now 
had an opportunity of distinguishing herself^ by 
keeping up a hot fire on him during his return. 
The slaughter on board m v ^hip had now become 
horrible, the enemy continuing to rake us^ and 
we unable to bring a gun to bear. I therefore 
directed a hawser to be bent to the sheet anchor, 
iu)d the anchor to be cut from the bows, to bring 
her head round ; this succeeded. We again got 
our broadside to bear, and as the enemy was much 
crippled and unable to hold his own, I have no 
doubt he would soon have drifted out of gun shot, 
before he discovered we had anchored, had not 
the hawser unfortunately parted. My ship had 
taken fire several times during the action, but 
alarmingly so forward and aft at this moment, the 
flames were bursting up each hatchway, and no 
hopes were entertained of saving her ; our dis- 
tance from the shore did not exceed three quar- 
ters of a mile, and I hoped ins^y of my brave 
crew would be able to save themselves, should the 
- ship blow up, as I was inforxned the fire was near 
the magazine, and the explosion of a large quan- 
tity* of powder below, served to increase the hoi^ 
rorsof our situation — our boats were dejstroyed 
by the enemy's shot; I therefore directed those 
who could swim to jump overboard, and endea- 
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TOOT to gain the $hdre. Some reached it^-tsome 
were taken by the enemy, and some perished in 
the attempt ; but most preferred sharing with me 
the fate of the ship. We who remained, now 
turned our attention wholly to extinguishing the 
flames ; and when we had succeeded, went again 
to our guns, where the firing was kept up for some 
minutes ; but the crew had by this time become 
so weakened, that they all declared to me the im- 
possibility of making further resistance, and in- 
treated me tq surrender my ship to save my 
wounded, as all further attempts at opposition 
must prove ineffectual, almost every gun being 
disabled by the destruction of their crews. I now 
sent for the officers of- divisions to consult them y 
but what was my surprise,, to find only acting 
Lieutenant Stephen Decatur M'Knight remain- 
ing, who confirmed the report respecting the con- 
dition of the guns on the gun deck — ^tbose on the 
spar deck were not in a better state, 
' " Lieutenant Wilmer, after fighting most gaf- 
laotly throughout the action, had been knocked 
overbojard by a splinter, while getting the shef t 
anchor from the bows, and was drowned. Act- 
ing Lieutenant J. G. Cowell had lost a leg; Mn 
Edward Barnewell, acting sailing-master, had 
been carried below, after receiving two severe 
wounds, one in the breast and one in the facej 
and acting Lieutenant William H. Odenheimer 
had been knocked overboard from the quarter 
an instant before, and did not regain the ship un- 
til after the surrender. I was informed 4hat the 
cockpit, the steerage, the wardroom, and the 
birthdeck, could contain no more wounded ; that 
the wounded were killed while the surgeons were 
dressing them, and that, unless something was 
speedily done to prevent it, the ship would soo» 
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/wk) fi^m the number i»f i^bot I^leis inlier-botlonr; 
And QD sending for the carpenter, he ii^<Mmed 
me that all his crew had been killed or woanded, 
^nd th^t he bad once been over the side to stop 
the leaks, when his slings had been shot away, 
and it was with difficulty he was saved 6ma 
4]rowiiing. The enemy, from the smoothness of 
the water, and the impossibility of our reachisg 
him with our carronades, and the little apprehen- 
sion thfit'Was excited by our fire, which had now 
become much slackened, was ena1)Ied to take aim 
at us as at a target ; his shot nev«r missed oorhuU, 
and my ship was cut up in a manner which was 
perhaps never before witnessed-— in fine, I saw np 
nopes of saving her, and at twenty minutes aftfr 
«6 p, m; gave the painfiil order to strike the 
colours. — Seventy-five men, including officers, 
were all that remained of my whole crew, after 
the action, capable of doing duty, and many of 
them severely wounded, some of whom have since 
4ied. The enemy still continued his fire, and my 
brave, though unlbrtunate companions, were stiU 
falling about me. I directed an opposite gun to 
be fired, to shew them we intended no further re- 
aistance ; but they did not desist ; four m^i were 
killed at my side, and others in difierent parts of 
the ship. I now believed he intended to shew « 
no quarters, and that it would be as well to die 
iwith my flag flying as struck, and was on the 
j>oint of again hoisting it, when about iten minutes 
>«fter hauling the colours down, he ceased firing* 
^' We have been nnfortunate, but not disgrao- 
ed— the defence of the £ssex has not been less 
JbonQural>Le to her officers and crew, than Uie cap- 
ture of an equal force, and I now consider my sit- 
uation less unpleasant, than that of Commodore 
Billyar, who, jn vioj^atioii of every principle of 
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honour and generosity^ and regardless of the 
rights of nations^ attacked the Essex in her crip- 
pled state, within pistol shot of a neutral shore.*; 
when for six weeks I had dai\y offered him fair 
and honourable combat, on terms greatly to his 
advaotage ; the blood of the slain must be on his 
head ; and he^ has yet to reconcile his conduct to 
Heaven,, to his conscience, and to the world. 

^^ I must ia justification of myself observe, that 
with our six. twelve pounders only, we fought this^ 
action, our carronades being almost useless. 

"The loss in killed and* wounded: has been- 
great with the enemy; among the former is the 
first Lieutenant of the Phoebe, and' of the latter, 
Captain Tucker of the Cherub, whose wounds 
are severci Both, the Essex and Phoebe were in 
a sinking state, and it was 'with difficulty they^ 
could be kept afloat until they anchored in Vaf- " 

eiraiso nfext morning.. The battered state of the 
ssex, will, I believe, prevent her ever reaching- 
England } and. I also think it will be out of their 
power to repair the damages of the Phoebe, so 
as to enable her to double Cape Horn; 

" In justice to Commodore Hillyar, I must ob- 
serve, that (although I can never be reconciled' 
to the manner of his attack on the Essex, or to 
his conduct before the action,) he has, since ovir 
capture, shewn the greatest humanity to my 
wounded, (whom he permitted me to land, on 
condition that the United States should bear their 
expenses,) ^nd has endeavoured as much as lay 
in his power, to alleviate the distresses of war, 
by the most generous and delicate deportment 
towards myself, my officers and crew; he gave 
•rders that the property of every person, should! 
be respected. 

, "To possess the Essex, it has cost the Britisbi 

12* 
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government near six nnllions of dollars, and yet, 
sir, her capture was owing entirely to accident ; 
and if we consider the expedition with which na- 
vel contests are now decided^ th6 action is a di&- 
bonottr to them. 

** D.uring the action, our Consul-General, Mr. 
Poynsett, called on tlie Governor of Valparaiso, 
and requested that the batteries might protect 
the Essex. This request was refused, but he 

Sromised that if she sliould succeed in fighting 
er way to the common anchorage, he woald send 
an officer to the British commander and request 
him to cease firing, but declined using force mi^ 
ficr any circumstances, and there is no doubt 
a perfect understanding existed between tfaeitt. 
This conduct, added to the assistance ^venta 
tlie British, |tnd their friendly reception after the 
action, and the strong bias of the faction which 
governs Chili in favour of the English, as well as 
their hostility to the Americans, induced Mr. 
Poynsett to leave that <:onntry. Under such cir^ 
cnmstances, I did not conceive it would be pm^ 
per for me to claim the restoration of my ship, 
confident that the ciaim^ would be made by m 
government to more effect. Finding sohie dim* 
cuhy in the sale of my prices, i had taken the 
Hector and Catharine to sea ami burnt them wi(h 
their cargoes.** 

On Commodore Porter^s return to the Urated 
States, he wa& received with that eclat U^ which 
the briUiancy of fais actions entitled him. i^e 
assisted at the defence of Baltknor e^ and on the 
return of peace, Congress having established a 
Navy Board to assist the operations of the Navy 
Department, he was appointed one of the tlftte 
Commissioners to whom its directioa yssfs <0» 
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.COMMODORE 

WILLIAM BAINBRIDGE. 

« 

WiLUAM BAjfHBaiDGK, SOU of DoctoT Absalom 
Baiabridge, a respectable pbysiciau of Prince* 
ton, New-Jersey, was borB at that place, oa the 
seventh ojf May, J 774. While yet a child, his 
parents removed to New- York, and he ws^ left 
under the care of Jtis grandfather, John Taylor, 
&q. •Oif MonsiOMth county, where be received bis 
education, which, as he was originally destined 
to mtercantile pursuits, was confined to ibe ordi<* 
nary branches af £nglisii instruction, and the 
ludiments of the French language. At sixteen, 
he was placed in a counting-house at New-York^ 
but was soon removed by his grandfather ta 
Philadelphia, and placed as an apprentice to the 
se^ servioe in the employ of Messrs. Miller and 
Murray, merchants, whom be w^ to ^ erve for a 
mrtsm time without indentures, asid freie of ex« 
peofie. In their employ, he made many voyi^«s 
and 4009 rose to commands At eighteen years 
^ ^«9 while mate of the ship Hope, on her W9iy 
to fioUand, the crew, taking advantage of a vio« 
)est^g^^ wind, rose upon the officers, seized 
Ifae idaptaSo, andlbad nearly fsvk^eeded m thrown 
iog turn ^oirerboardf when yomg Bainbridg)e« 
bw'iiig the alarm, ran on deck with ^an obi plst^ 
without a lock, and being as2^ist>ed by an amuren- 
tiee boy and an Irish s^iHor, who was attisiGbed Uk- 
hhn -fixm jbeing an old shipmalis, wucwd the jci^p* 
tain^sekftdthe ringleaders, and ^qu^Ued the »ut*« 
ny. So salibfied wene his employers^Mi this ^ 
weli « kis general conduct, ^M before bis tern 
af senifitbad ^pinsd^^h^ feK^wtd tbir coauMsA 
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of a ship in the Dutch trade when only nineteen 
years of age. From this time, 1793, tUl the year 
1998, he commanded merchant ships in the trade 
finom Philadelphia to Europe. In one of these 
voyages, in the year 1796, on his way from Bor- 
deaux to St. Thomas, in the small ship Hope, 
with four small carriage guns and nine men, he 
had 'an engagement- with a British schooner of 
eight guns and thirty-five men, commanded by a 
sailing-master in the navy, and .after a smart ac- 
tion compelled her to strike her colours. As, 
however, the two countries were at peace, and he 
of course was acting only on the defensive, he j 
could not take possession of her ; but sent her off 
contemptuously to make a report of her action. 
The Hope lost no men, but the enemy had many 
killed and wounded. 

In the month of July, 1798, while preparing ta« 
sail for Spain, he received unexpectedly and with** 
out any appUca^on on his part, an ofier of die 
command of the United States' schooner Retali* 
ation, of fourteen guns, to be employed against 
France, between which power the United States 
had recently commenced hostilities. He accept*- 
ed the appointment, on condition^ that he should! 
have a commission as Lieutenant and Commfinder' 
in the navy, and' be placed first of that grade oa 
the list of promotion^ Having received this, he 
sailed in the Betaliation, and after cruising dur* 
ing the summer along the coast of the United. 
States, accompanied the squadron, under Com- 
modore Murray on a cruise in the West^^Indies*^ 
While cruising to the windward of Gaudidoupe, 
the Retaliation was captured, in the month of> 
November, by two Frenchfrigates-and a lugger^, 
and taken into that island, where she remainea. 
three months. On board the frigate which caj^ 
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•tnred her^ was General Desfourneauz, en tiis way 
. to Gaadaloupe, to supersede Victor Hughes id 
the command of the island. Tbis officer desirousi 
as it would appear from his conduct, of seensng 
<o be the friend of the United States^ propos- 
ed to Lieutenant Bainbridge to resume tfae com* 
ttand of Us vessel, and return to the United 
States. This offer was accompanied by assui^ 
ance of the respect and regard in which he held 
the American people. His conduct, however, 
tendered these plausible appearances but too 
Yospicifius. Whilst aiffecting an ostentatious gene* 
rosity in giving up the Retaliation, other Araer»* 
can sUps, of far more value, were retained, anA 
ills assurances of respect were contradicted by 
4he harsh and rijorous treatment of many Ameri- 
jcans, whom be refused to regard as prisoners^ 
hot who were confined and treated with as much 
severity as criminals. Lieutenant Bainbridge re* 
plied, that he knew of no other light in which he 
could be regarded, than either as a prisoner of 
as entirely fireo-^tbat if General Desfoumeaux re- 
turned him his ship and Ms commission, that com- 
mission required him to cruise against the com- 
^lerce of France, an injunction which he dared 
not disobey. On the (Hher hand, if he were a 
prisoner, the proper course would be to make his 
'SUp a cartel and send her home in that way. He 
remonstrated at the same time with great finiH 
ness against the treatment which his countrymen 
were daily receiving. General Desfoumeanx in- 
listed on his resuming his command, threatened 
him with imprisonment if he refused, and declar- 
ed tluA if, on recer^ng the Retaliation he should 
cmase against the French, every American would 
be put to the sword. Lieutenant Bainbridge re- 
plied that no tbreMs should induce him to adt 
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UDirortby of faos character as an American oA- 
cer ; till at last, finding that he was not to be won ^ 
over into this plan of dissembled friendship, Genr 
eral Desfourneaux, gave him a declaration that 
he had been obliged by force to resume the comr 
mand of his vessd, wkh her crew reduced to for- 
ty men ; and with this^ justification for his govern*- 
ment, Lieiitenant Bainbridge sailed, in company 
With 4lwo flags of truce, for the United States. 

He reached home in February, 1799, and bis 
exchange being soon effected, he received a comi-, 
mission of Master CoQimandant, and saiied in the 
brig Norfolk^ of eighteen guns, on a second cruise 
to the West«Indies. Here he remained, convoy- 
ing the trade of the United States, for some 
months, during which time he captured a French 
privateer, ran ashore another of sixteen guns^ 
destroyed a number of barges, besides taking 
several €ff the enemy'^s merchant vessels. On his 
return to the United States in August of the same 
year, he found that during his absence, five Liieti- 
tenants had been promoted oVer him to the rank 
of Captain. As his conduct had uniformly re- 
ceived the approbation of the government, and as 
none of those who were promoted had had any 
opportutiity of distinguishing themselves partici»> 
iarly, he remonstrated of course against such a 
violation of his rights. He received, however, 
BO other saUsfaction than a promise that no such 
appointment should take place for the future. 
VVere it not for this irregularity, he would now 
fif ^^ ^^^^^^ as second Captain in the Navy. Al- 
m^nf . ??^^tified and disappointed, his attach- 
lY^ Lh u ''^''^^^^ induced him still to remain in 
bHa.r«»i*^ ^S^" ^^^^ ^*^^ » squadron of four 
the Un?t^/ J^^'P' destined lo protect the trade of , 
the United States to Cuba-a service which be 
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performed so much to the satisfactibn of all who 
were interested in it, that on leaving the station 
in April, 1800, an address was presented to him 
from the American merchants and others coo* 
cemed in the United States* trade, expressive 
of their regret at his approaching absence, and 
tbeir. testimony " of the vigilance, perseverance, 
and urbanity which had marked. his conduct dur- 
ing his arduous command on this station," and 
the '' essential services which he had rendered to 
his country." 

When he returned to the United States he re~ 
ceived a Captain's commission, and was appoint- 
ed to the command of the frigate George Wash- 
iogton, in which he shortjy afterwards sailed for 
Algiers, with the presents which the United States 
were by treaty bound to make to that Regency. 
He arrived in safety at Algiers on the seventeenth 
of September, 1800, and proceeded to land the 
presents, which were well received, ai|d every at- 
tention paid to Captain Bainbridge, to whom the 
Bey p|*j^sented an elegaqt Turkish sword. Jn a 
few days, however, these friendly appearances 
vanished, and the Dey made a most unexpected 
and extraordinary demand, that the George Wash- 
ington should carry his ambassador with presents 
to the Grand Seignior at Constantinople. This 
demand was made under pretence of one of the 
stipulations in our treaty with Algiers, by which| 
itis declared that, " should the Dey want to freight* 
any American vessel that may be in the Regency 
or Turkey, said vessel not being engaged, in con- 
sequence of the friendship subsisting between the 
the two nations, he expects to have the preference 
given him, on his paying the same freight offered 
h any other nation." Against this requisition 
i ^''in Bainbridge, and tlie American Cotisuij 
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Mr. O'Brieti, remonstrated warsofy and sfreviH 
ouslj. It nras evident^ diey said, that this stipu* 
latioo-coold^ apply only to merchant ships, not to 
Aationid vessels, charged by their own govern- 
ment with specific employments ^r^that Captain 
BainlH^dge had received positive instructions f(Mr 
hb voyage, from which he dared not and would, 
not deviate, and that there were other dups in 
the harbour which would answer the purpose 
«quayy well. The Dey, however,, persisted. in 
liis demand: and left Captain Bainbridge only a 
chdice of great difficulties and embarrassments* 
On the one hand, an Ambassador with a retinue of 
two hundred Turks as passengers, and presents 
to the amount of five or six hundred thousand dol- 
lars, were to be forced on board the frigate aad 
^unried to Constantinople at the entire rikk of the 
United States. If in the. new and dangerous sa- 
^gation to that pls^ce accidents happened to the 
Dejr's property, the United States would-be held 
J«sponsible to, indemnify him ; if any cruisersof 
the Bortuguesie, Neapolitans, on other powj^rs i^ 
war with Algiers, should meet, the George Wash- 
ington, and capture her, stilt the United Sta]^ 
would be bound to reimburse the loss; and the 
American vessels in the Mediterranean, would be 
instantly seized by the Algerines as a securitjr for' 
it. Should he be more fortuimte and. beat off 
thesQ enemies, they? might consider this cover of 
Algerine property a& a violation of neiUraUty, 
and think themselves justified in retaliating on the 
^fenceless commerce of the United States in the 
Mediterranean. Besides which, he woulddeviate 
irom his orders by undertdting; for six niontte,.a 
^y^' "^^ sanctioned by his government. On 
^^ other hand,, a refusal to comply would occa- 
Biottthe detemion of the-fiigfite, whickwa* 
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« the pdwer of the Dey, and be followed by an 
immediate declaration of war against tbe United 
States, for tliis alleged breach of the treaty, and 
a seiture of all American vessels in the Mediter- 
ranean. In this situation Captain Bainbridge op- 
posed the Dey as long and as vigorously as possi- 
ble. The Dey promised that if a Swedish frigate, 
which was then expected^ arrived, he would take 
her in place oC the George Washington. But she 
did not come. A British twenty-four gun ship ar- 
rived and offered to carry the presents. This, 
however, the Dey refused, because he would not 
be under obligations to England; and at last, 
exasperated by opposition, he sent for Captain 
Bainbridge and the Consul, and peremptorily 
demanded that the frigate should go to Constan- 
tinople, threatening, in case of refusal, to make 
slaves of ail the Americanii in Algiers, to detain 
the frigate, and send out his cruisers against the 
defenceless trade of the United States. The li- 
berty of his countrymen, and the safety of the 
American commerce, decided Captain Bainbridge 
at last to smother his indignation at this unpleas- 
ant and humiliating service, and he consented to 
^eceive the Algerine ambassador. 

Another difference arose about the flag : Cap- 
tain Bainbridge declared that the frigate should 
carry her own colours ; but the Dey insisted that 
the flag of Algiers should be worn during the voy- 
age. It was vain to resist, however mortifying to 

obey^ 

They sailed from Algiers on the nineteenth of 
October. The winds were unfavourable, the wea.- 
ther bad, and the society of the Turks not calcu- 
lated to cons^e the officers for these inconven- 
iences ; but they submitted with as good a grace 
a6 possible to a. humiliatioa which they deemed 

vof,. IT. 13 
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■ their country's servrce. The fngate 
the lower end of CoDstantiaople ia 
days from her departure, and the 
I, the twelfth of November, the Ame- 
LE boitted at the mizen, the Algerine - 
£o<Hi afterw»di three officers, in 
vere sent on board by the Grand 
inquire what ship that was, and what 
lad hoisted. They were told it was 
an Amencan frigate and an American flag.— 
They said they did not know any such country. 
Captain B^nbridge then explaioed that America, 
was the New World — by which name they had 
some idea of the country. After these inquiries 
the frigate came into harbour, saluted the Grand 
Seignior's palace with twenty-one guns, and pro- 
ceeded lo unload the Algerine cargo. The Am- 
basiador was not permitted to have his audience 
before the arrival of the Capudan Pacha, or High 
Admiral from Egypt, and it was necessary for tbe 
frif^ate to wait the result. Captain Bainbridge 
endeavoured to employ the interval in giving to 
the Turkish government a favourable impressioR 
of a country, of which his ship and crew were 
the only specimens they had ever an opportunity 
of seeing. At this time an embassy to Constan- 
tinople was projected, and William L. Smith, Esa. 
then minister of tlie United States in Portugiu, 
was designated as the American Ambassador. It 
was therefore desirable that bis arrival should be 

K receded by as advantageous an opinion as pos^ 
leof his country. How well Captain Bainbridge 
succeeded in making these in^>r(ssions, we may 
learn from the following un^uspiciouE testimony of 
a distinguished traveller, Mr. Clylije, who was 
then at Constantinople, and with whom Captaii 
B^nbridge contracted a friendly iotimacy^. 
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" The arrival of an American frigate, for the 
first time, at Constantinople, caused considerable 
sensation, not only among the l^arks, but also 
throughout the whole diplomatic corps stationed 
IB Pera. This ship, commanded by Captain 
Bainbridge, came from Algiers, with a letter and 

E resents i^om the Dey to the Sultan and Cupudaa 
^acha. The presents consisted of Tigers and 
other animals, sent with a view to conciliate the 
Turkish government, whom the Dey had offended; 
When she came to an anchor, and a message went 
to the Porte that an American frigate was in the 
harbour, the Turks were altogether unable to 
compreiiend where the country was situated whose 
flag they had to salute. A great deal of time was 
therefore lost in settling this important pohit, and 
ID considering how to receive the stranger. In 
the mean time we went on board to visit the Cap* 
tain ; and were sitting with him in his cabin, when 
a messenger came from the Turkish government 
to ask whether America was not otherwise called 
the New World ; and, being answered in the af- 
firmative, assured the Captain that he was wel« 
come, and would be treated with the utmost cor* 
diftlity and respect. The messengers from thje 
Dey was then ordered on board the Capudan 
Pacha's ship ; who, receiving the letter from their 
sovereign with great rage, first spat, and then 
stamped upon it } telling him to go back to their 
master, and inform him that he would be served 
after the same manner, whenever the Turkish 
Admiral met him. Captain Bainbridge was, how- 
ever, received with every mark of attention, and 
rewarded with magnificent presents;* The fine 

* The only presents received were a shawl and 
a fur cloak ; together werth about four hundred doir 
lars. 
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order of his ship, and the healthy state of her 
crew, became topics of general conversation in 
Peria ; ^nd the different Ministers strove who 
should receive him in their palaces. We accom- 
panied him .in his long boat to the Black Sea, «S 
he was desirous of hoisting there, for the first 
time, the American flag; and, upon his return, 
were amused by a very singular entertainment at 
his table during dinner. Upon the four corners 
were as many decanters, containing fresh water 
from as many quarters of the globe. The natives 
of Europe, Asia, Africa and America, sat down 
together, to the same table, and were regaled 
with flesh, fruit, bread, and other viands ; while 
of every article, a sample from each quarter of 
the globe was presented at the same time. The 
means of accomplishing this are easily explained, 
by his having touched at Algiers, in his passage 
from America, and being at anchor so near the 
shores both of Europe and Asia." 

On the arrival of the Capudan Pacha, the Al- 
gerine Ambassador was denied an audience, and 
both his letters and presents refused, on account 
of the many depredations committed by Algiers 
on the commerce of Austria and other nations 
friendly to the Porte, and also for having made 
peace with France, without consulting the Grand 
Seignior. The Ambassador and his suite were 
not suflered to leave their houses, the Dey of Al- 
,giers was ordered to declare war against France, 
and sixty days allowed to receive in Constanti- 
nople the account of his compliance, on pain of 
Immediate war. 

Captain Bainbridge was, however, received by 
the Capudan Pacha, with distinguished politeness, 
lie took the frigate under his immediate protec- 
tion J requested Captain Bainbridge to haul dowt 
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the Algerine flag aod carry the Aroerican ; and 
being fond of ship-building and naval affairs, con* 
ceived> from the seaman-like conduct of the of- 
ficers, and the state of the frigate, a high idea of 
tbe American marine character. These attentions 
were peculiarly grateAil, as this officer was re^ 
kted by marriage to the Grand Seignior, and 
supposed to possess great influence in public af- 
fairs; He afterwards addressed a friendly letter 
to Mr. Smith, the expected Ambassador, and the 
two countries might have formed a. commercial, 
treaty under very favourable auspices ;. but the 
mission to Constantinople was afterwards discount 
tenanced by our goyernment. The different', 
diplomatic characters at Constantinople paid tO' 
Captain Bainbridge verymarked.civilities — lAore 
particularly Lord Elgin^ the British, andBaron< 
de Hubsch, the .Danish. Ambassador- Every 
thing being at length arranged, the George Wash^ 
iflgton sailed from Constantinople in^he month* 
of December^ carrying the Turkish Ambassador^ 
Secretary back to Algiers^ with an account of the? 
unfavourable result of his embassy; 

This voys^ to Constantinople, though irksome^ 

•to the officers^ was ultimately the means of ac*- 

quiring much honour to the United States, and^ 

might have been, rendered highly serviceable.— ^ 

Fortunately for us^ the Greorge Washington ar^ 

rived suddenly before- Constantinople, iiiiich. no 

Christian^ vessel' was permitted to do— the lawsoF 

the Porte requirinff that all foreign vessels should^ 

wait one hundred* and twenty miles below the* 

city, in order to obtain- lesi^e to come up ;. and as- 

Ibe American flag and nation weretheniunknown,. 

and the ministers of foreign power& would of' 

course have been unwilling to see a young adven«- 

tttrous people admitted to share the advantag^8> 

13^ 
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of a trade which they were enjoying exclusively, 
the probability is that the frigate never would have 
reached Constantinople. Arriving, however, as 
she did, a fine ship, with an excellent crew in the 
be^ discipline, she gave the Turks a high idea of 
the naval character of the United States — a char- 
acter which they have since seen us sustain with 
so much glory in the war with Tripoli, After 
landing some Turks at Malta, as a favour to the 
Capudan Pacha, Captain Baii>bridge arrived off 
Algiers on the twenty-first of J aAuaiy. Warned 
by his past misfortune, he did Hot venture his fri^ 
gate within reach of the fort, but sent the Ambas- 
sador's Secretary on shore in a boat^ although the 
Dey desired that he would come into port to dis- 
chjifrge some guns, belonging to Algiers, which he 
had taken in there, as ballast for the voyage to 
Constantinople. The Dey however, insistec^ and 
Captain Bainbridge, fearful of the cons_eqiience5 
to the unprotected commerce of the United States, 
again ventured within the Dey's power, delivered 
the old guns, and took other ballast. The ty- 
rant was now so effectually humbled by the pri&rs 
of the Grand Seignior, that he instantly released 
four hundred prisoners, who had been taken witfc 
Sraish and Austrian passports, «nd declared war 
Against France., Finding too that Captain Baio- 
^ndp was on friendly terms with the Capodan 
Facha, his menaces softened into great ^lildnes8. 
After haviug been thus instrumental in .the rekase 
of so many prisoners. Captain Bainbridge was 
«ow enabled to serve tlie interests of humanity in 
TV«n!!r 7u^y^ ^" ^ declaration of war with 
then Fn' 1^. Consul and all the French subrects, 
trrift fA^'^r^? "^^ o^^^^d to leave the coun- 
would Sr^'^^'^ ^'''''^^ *«^ «« their longer stay 
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I . He sailed frbra Algiers about the last of Jan- 
i «ary, and after landing the French passengers 
I at Alicant, arrived at Philadelphia in the month 
of April, 1801, and received the marked appro- 
bation of the Government for bis conduct, dMong 
this long, unpleasant, and delicate- service. Tie- 
fore his return, the cessation of hostilities vi^ith 
, France, had caused a reduction of the navy, and 
there were retained only nine Captains, of whom 
lie had the satisfaction of finding himself one. la 
the following June, he received the command of 
I the frigate Essex. About this time the regency of 
! Tripoli, emboldened by the success of tiie Alge- 
rln«0^ commenced hostilities against the United 
States ; to oppose which, a squadron of frigates, 
among which was the £ssex, was sent to the Me- 
diten*anean. Here be continued ibr thirteen or 
fourteen months, engaged in convoying American 
ships Qind other neutrals in t^ Mediterranean, 
and cruising against the Tripolitan ships of war, 
with none of which, however, he had the good for- 
tune to engage. He returned to New-York in 
Julyf 1802, iand remained on shore for about nine 
months, engagjed in superintending the buildix^ 
of the UnitSoStates' bngs Syren and Vixen. 

In May, 1803, be was appointed to command 
<iie Phjladelphia, a frigate built by the merchants^ 
of Philadelphia, and presented to the government 
<rf 4be United States/ He sailed in her from the 
port of Philadelphia, in July, 1803, for the Medi- 
Jlerranean, to join the squadron th«Ei under 
Commodore Preble. On reaching Gibra^ar^ he 
iieard of two Tripolitan cruisers off Cape de 
Cratt, and inHnediately leaped Ms course aftcnr 
tfaem. On the 26th <rf August, be discovered a 
«Up with a brig in <5ompany, both under a fore- 
«aU ^ottty. As it was jaight, 4be wind btowiog very 
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jresb, and Ihe ship's guns housed, it was not tU| 
llie Philadelphia hailed her, that she proved to be 
a vessel of war, from the coast of Barbary. Oa 
•rdering her boat on board with the ship's pass- 
po|||, she was found to be the &firboha, a cruiser 
of urenty-two guns, and one hundred and ten 
men, from Morocco, and by conce^ng from the 
Moorish- officer who came- on board, the nation to 
which the Essex belonged, he was led to mentioa 
that the brig was an American going to Spain, 
whom they had boarded, but not detained. The 
low sail under which the brig was, however, ex«^ 
citing some suspicion, Captain Bainbridge sent 
bis first Lieutenant, to examine if the ship^had 
any American prisoners; but he was prevented 
by the Captain of the ship. A boat well manned 
and armed was sent to enforce a compliance, and 
they found on board, the American Captain of 
the brig, who, with his crew,^ were all confined 
below, the brig> having been captured by the 
Moorish cruiser nine days before. After this act 
•f hostility, Captain Bainbridge bad no hesita?. 
tion in making prize of the sl^p, whicl^ was im-f 
mediately manned from the Philadelphia, and the 
two ships proceeded to cruise for the brig, which 
bad made, off during this examination It was. 
not till after a search among a fleet of vessels, aB 
ifae next day, that she was discovered, pursi^ed 
and takefii and both vessels carried into Qibral^ 
tar. 

On board the Micbohaf were cruising orders, 
from the Governor of Tangier, which proved the 
ibostile disposition, of the Emperor <^ Morocco^ 
who was anout letting loose his forces againsyt the 
American commerce.. The capture of one of hir 
finest ships, at the commencement of his schema 
^ooviace^ bm of the folly of it^ and affimteii 



MIUTAltr AKU NATJLI* flSBOES. 1ST 

Commodore Prefote, on his arrival at Gibraltar^ 
the means of bringing the Emperor to a speedy 
and permanent peace with the United States. 

'While he was detained by this negotiation, 
Captain Bainbridge, in company with the V^en, 
Captain Smithy bad proceeded to blockade the 
harbour of Tripoli. Here he soon received in^ 
formation, that a Tripblitan cruiser had escaped 
from the port, and he despatched the Vixen to 
cruise off Cape Bon in quest of her; After her 
departure, the Philadelphia was driven from her 
cruising ground for s^^eral days, by the preval* 
ence of strong westerly gales ; but the wind hav* 
ing changed to the eastward, she was returning 
to her station, when, od the thirty-first of Octo* 
ber; not many leagues to the east of the town, at 
about nine o^clock in the morning, a strange ship 
was seen in shore, to which chase was immediate* 
iy given. The chase kept as close in shore as 
she dared, and ran for the harbour of Tripoli, 
The Philadelphia continued to chase along the 
land, not venturing into shoaler water than seven 
fathoms, and keeping up a constant fire ; but 
finding she could not cut the chase off from the 
harbour, gave up the pursuit and hauled her wind 
to the northward, which was directly off from th^ 
land ; when, about half after eleven o'clock, as 
she was' going at the rate of six or seven knot^, 
she ran upon rocks about four miles and an Jialf 
from the town. These rocks are a continuation 
of a reef, which directly opposite the town are 
above water, and extend a long distance to the 
eastward. They were not laid down in any charts 
on board, nor had they been discovered by our 
public ships, which had before cruised on this 
coast ; nor, although three leads were kept heav- 
ing, were they perceived till she struck. Great 
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exertions were instanUjr made to float the sUpv 
A part of the guns were thrown overboard ; the 
anchors coit away from the bows ; the water start- 
ed ; the foremost cut away ; but all to no pur- 
po^ As soon as she had grounded, the gun*- 
boats came out to i^ack her. They took a po-» 
sition on her quarters; but her stern-chasers 
compelled them to change their station; and 
while the ship continued upright, with the few 
guns that could be brought to bear, she could 
keep the enemy at a distance ; but she soon lay 
over so much on one sidenthat she could not use 
her guns. At length, she could not sustanr the 
enemy's fire for between five or six hours, and 
seeing no chance of getting the ship off, a coun- 
cil of war was called of all the officers, who gave 
a unanimous opinion, that as it was impossible to 
defend themselves, or to annoy the enemy, any 
fiirther show of resistance would only expose the 
lives of the crew, and that the painful alteroativt 
of surrender^- was all that remained for them. 
The magazine was therefore drowned; the arms 
and every article of value thrown overboard; 
the ship scuttled ; the pumps choked, and the 
colours were then hauled down at five o'clock, 
^ne of the boats was sent to acquaint the enemy 
that the ship would make no further resistance. 
^^ On approaching the enemy," says one of the 
officers employed on this occasion, ^ we were hait 
ed by almost every one, and each ordered us 
along side of his boat. One, however, fired a 
shot^ which struck near us, and presuming him to 
be the Commodore, we rowed towards him, when 
one of the near gun-boats, perceiving we were 
not coming to him, manned his boat and came 
after us. There were about fifteen men in this 
boat^ all armed with pistols^ with sabres, and a 
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loBg musket suspended over their backs. They 
were a ferocious and savage set. They sprang 
into oar boat, and immediately two seized Lieu- 
tenant Porter, and two others seixed me. My 
coat was soon off, my vest unbuttoned, and Iby 
cravat torn from my neck. I thought, for my 
own part, I should not have time to count my 
beads ; but we soon perceived, that their violence 
was only with the view of getting from us what- 
ever money or valuables we might have conceal- 
ed about oiH* persons. We now proceeded to- 
wards the shore, the gun-boat men continuing in 
our boat. It was just dark when we approached 
the beach, which, was covered with people, arm- 
ed aad shouting most hideously, and landed 
amidst the sbouts of the populace; by whom we 
were pushed about rudely^ We were conducted 
to the gate of the Pacha's castle, followed by the 
crowd. .Here we were detained some minutes, 
his Highness not being ready to receive us. We 
were, however, at length ushered into his pre- 
sence. W=e now felt ourselves safe. The Pacha 
was seated in state, with his ministers and fM*inci- 
pal officers about him, and surrounded by a nu- 
merous guard. W<) were desired to be seated, 
wbil£ tbe boat's crew stood at some distance 
bacK A variety of questions were put to us ; 
bow many men were in the Philadelphia f how 
maHy guns had shei* were any of the guns of 
brass ? how much powder was there f was there 
any money in the ship ? where was Commodore 
Morris ? where was the schooner Enterpirise ? fac 
Three glasses of sherbet were brought, one for 
each of us, of which we drank." 

The same scene of plunder wa« renewed when 
tbe Tripolitans came on board. They took from 
Captain Baiobridge bis watchi and epaulet^i and 
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the cravat from his neck ; but with much stnig^ 
gling and difficulty he saved the miniature ef bis . 
wife. When he was brought into the castle, the 
same, set of questions was repeated by thePacha, 
who observed, among other things, that the for- 
tuae of war had placed Captain Bainbridge m his 
present situation. They««vere then -sent to ano^ 
ther apartment, where a supper was provided for 
the officers ; after which they were brought in a 
body before the Pacha, who gratified himself by 
tiiking a view of them collectively. The compla- 
cency with which he surveyed them, his cheerful 
and animated countenance, sufficiently dtooted 
his satisfaction at seeing them. His recepqon^f 
them, however, made favoin^able impressJdps of 
his character. He presented them to his Mijiister 
of Foreign Affairs, Sidi Muhamed I^hies^ who 
was to h&ve charge of them, and who, the Bashaw, \ 
observed, would take good care. of them. This | 
indeed they found to be strictly true; f5^r th^y 
were now conducted to the house of the late Ame- 
rican Consul, and, although it was by this time 
one o'clock in the fnorning, the Minister sent for 
the Danish Consul, Mr. Nissen, whom he intnH 
duced to Captain Bainbridge as bis particular 
friend, and one who would render thcuOflkers 
every service in his power. This estimable man 
immediately brought ' refreshments, and all the i 
bedding which he could collect at that hour ; and i 
about two o'clock the Officers lay down to sleep, 
as well as their new and terrible misfortune would 
permit them. The next day the Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs requested Captain Bain'bridge a^d 
his Officers, to give their parole, in order that be 
might, in turn, pledge his word to the Pacha for 
their safety. This was complied with. The Offi- 
cers also p/eseoted an unanimous address to the 
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Cs^ftem^ id which they stated their belief, that the 
charts and soundiDgs justified as near an approach 
lotbeduore as they had made; and declaring, 
that on this as on every other occasion, his con** 
4act had always been correct and honourable, 
^oothed by this proof of confidence and attach- 
«ent, Captedn Bainbridge endeavoured to ren« 
der the situation of his officers and crew as com^ 
Portable as possible. The Consular house was com'- 
tnodiou9, and although not large enough for the* 
accomoiodiation of so many persons, was at least 
airy, and the atmosphere they breathed was pure. 
About a fortnight after this, however, the Pacha's 
Sinister acquainted Captain Bainbridge, that let* 
ters had been received from the Tripolitans who 
had been taken by .Captain Rogers, in the John 
Adams, comfdaining of being ill-treated by hito^ 
and Captain Bainbridge was requested to sign an 
order upon Commodore Preble, to give up these 
Tripolitan prisoners, with a declaration, diat if 
he refused, the ill-treatment shown to. the Tripoli-' 
tan prisoners should be retaliated upon the Ofii- 
cers of the PhUadelphia. Captain Bainbridge- 
peremptorily re&sed to sign this order, and ac- 
qordingly by way of punishment, they were con- 
ducted by the slave driver to the prison, where 
the cnew .were confined . at work. Here they re* 
mained one day, when the Tripolitan governmeiit, 
Ending Captain Bainbridge's firmness not to be 
shaken, they were reconducted in the evening to 
the Consular bouse, and an apology received from 
die Minister for the indignity they had su&red. 
Here ttey continued, and were permitted occa- 
aonally to walk out to the country in small par<» 
lies, accompanied by a guard. 
. On the sixteenth of February, 1 804, the Pliila- 
4elphia was barntby Decatur. Thiis^morti&ed the 
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PadM exceedingly ; tbeiigh he affiNrted to corisi- 
der it as the fortime of war. Some of the bo<fies 
of persons who were known to have been on 
board the PhiladdpUa, floated a Aore, from which 
the Pacha pretended to believe that Decatur, after 
getting clear of the harbour, had, in cold bloody 
kitted the prisoners. This was the pretext for in«' 
creasinf the severity of their confinement. Accord-^ 
lo^y, they were removed to apartaients in the Pa* 
cha's castle, exceedingly «mafi, and but ill adapt*- 
ed to accommodate so many. They wete withoiat 
windows, and all the light, as well as fresh air,' 
was admitted through a small opening at the top^ 
grated over with iron railing. The door was coa^ 
fltantly bolted and watched by a strong guard, aaf 
was also the top of the prison. The atmosphere' 
they breathed, while thus closely confined, soon 
became unhealthy, and Captain Bainbridge re-*'^ 
peat^ly represented to the Minister, that tbey* 
could not exist so crowded together and with suclr 
confined air* After much delay, and when the 
warm weather ciune on, and they were all gettifig' 
sick, these accoHunodations were enlarged by the* 
addition of other rooms. Still they were much' 
crowded, and they could not have sustained such' 
confinement, but that the climate of Tripoli is the' 
mildest and most delightful in the world. While 
in this confinement, they were sometimes, when ' 
none of the American cruisers were off, permitted 
to walk into the country ; but there was one pe«.' 
nod of nearly eight months, that they were not' 
allowed this indulgence, and these eight months* 
included one whole summer, a season when the"* 
weather was warm, and consequently they most/ 
needed exercise and fresh air. They continued'^ 
in this confiffement until the peace of June, 1805.^ 
The conduct of the Pacha and his officers was|i 
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hsiwevery far more mild than they bad been led to 
aotlcipate, and even tUs rigoroai^ confinement w9^ 
impQS^ not so much with a view to make them 
jimeKs AS because the- Pacha thought it the only 
jQode by which he could secure them. He was 
mry apprehensive on this poiat. The Danish 
Cottsu) endeavoured to explain to the Tripolitan 
government the nature c^ a parole among £u- 
n^peans; and assured the government^ that by 
getting them to pledge their honour, they would 
^aake no attempt to escape, and should be more 
safe than by all his guards, bis bolts and his bars ; 
but this the Pacha could not understand, and he 
could not be made to believe that any prisoner 
who had the chance to escape, would be deterred 
&gm doing so merely because be had passed his 
word. It was debated in the Divan, whether it 
Wpuld not be advisable to pu^he officers to hard 
UxMir, under the idea tb^Gommodore Preble, 
as soon as he heard of ij^^i^would, on their account^ 
be more solicitous foi* peace. But it was justly 
concluded, that it would have a contrary tenden- 
cy ; that it would irritate and exasperate their 
countrymen, and induce a more vigorous prose- 
cution of the war. . The project was therefore 
abandoned. 

. When the news was received that General Ea- 
toa had taken Derne, and iii conjunction with 
the dethroned Pacha, was advancing towards Tri« 
poll, Baton's force was greatly exaggerated, and 
the Pacha became alarmed. He sent word to 
Captain Bainbridge, that heretofore he consider*, 
ed the war as one of interest only ; that the United 
Spates prosecuted it in order to get away their 
countrymen for as small a sum of money as possi- 
ble, and that he continued it to get as much as 
gossible for his prisoners ; but that now the Ame-^ 
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rican's had made common cause with his 
'i^rodier, and that cosseqaently, he must snceeeH 
against £aton or lose his kingdom ; that he had 
the means of ii^iiring the fecfUngs of the Amertcaa 
people in a most delicate point, (meaning by pui^ 
ting the prisoners to death) and that in a ease of 
extremity lie should enforce these means. The 
Pacha thought to alarm Captain Bainbridge, and 
induce him to write to the Uonmiodore or to Eau^ 
ton. Captain Bainbridge, however, replied, that 
be and his officers were ha the power of the Pacha; 
and that he might do with them as he pleased j 
that the United States had many officers and sea* 
men, and that consequently they should be na 
loss to their country.' This spirited reply salved 
him from any more such messages. It is impossi*: 
Me to say whether the Pacha would or would not 
have gone to this extremity. He is a roan of 
strong passions, and ambitious; and had he beetf 
driven from his kingdom, he might have beeir 
urged to this violence ; as it cannot be supposed,^ 
that be should entertain the same- sentiments of 
abhorrence at the atrocity of sacriicing his pri^ 
'Soners, as vrould be felt by an Europeati. A placed 
in the interior had certainly been fixed - on as ar 
place of security for them, in case it became ne^ 
eessary to remove them from the capital. 

While thus confined, without exercise or changet 
of scene, their time, it may be easily Imagin^i 
passed heavily. But their youth and the hardy^ 
frame of mind, created by their profession, were* 
qualified to resist for a long time, the depressing 
effects of misfortune. After the short interval o# 
nnayailing regret had passed, they collected thdf 
spirits and resources, and endeavoured to derive' 
amosement and occupation from eveiy quarter. ^ 

When they were taken, they lost all their clotbeSi' 
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• 

The officers of the Vixen, as toon as they beard 
of this eireniii^aoce, sent a part of their elotbes, 
which came very seasonably; Soon after, some 
of their owo;¥f»B bvoagbt to the prison, for sale^ 
aad /each officer, having thus an opportunity of 
iMmrhasfi^ some .of his former wardrobe, they 
had a sufficient supply. Some of their books 
were alsa taiien to them to be sold, and were pur- 
chased from the Tripolitans, to whom they were 
««|]rely useless, at a price generally much below 
their '^v^due. 

•^ .These furnished the means of constant employ- 
ment, as their officerjs were enabled to pursue 
tfieir studies to which they were attached, and 
the prison became a sort of academy, in. which 
navigation, the French language, and other in- 
Slruc^ive studies were cultivated. Occasionally 
loo, they found some relief against ennui in thea- 
trical performances. Among the books purchased 
was an odd volume of plays, containing the Cas« 
tie Spectre, the Heir at Law, the Stranger, and 
Secrets. Worth Knowing. These were successive- 
ly got up and performed. This resource was hus*-^ 
Ininded very carefully. - Thus they were busily 
occupied for some time in> preparing the scenery, 
then the dresses, then in rehearsing, and finally,, 
after great exertions for three or four weeks, the 
theatre was opened The scenery was painted in 
such colours as could be procured; the gayer 
dresses of the lacHes were formed, of sheets, . while 
black silk handkerchiefs sewed together furnished 
suits of wo ; and leaves and paper completed the 
materials of the female toilet. After this, criti- 
cisms upon the performance and dresses of the 
several actors and actresses, kept them alive,* and 
sometimes cheerful for a fortnight ; and now agaijOi 
^ey began to prepare for anpther play. 
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AnoUier great resource was, thaA sometimes 
they received letters from their friends in Ame« 
pica. This indeed wais rare ; but ft always had a 
most lively and permanent effect up<Hi them. 
Their greatest comfort, however, certainly was, 
that they were all kept together. Had they been, 
separated, and deprived of the ^support of each 
others's Society, they could not have survived so 
long a captivity. 

Among their comforts too, the active and friend-' 
ly humanity of Mr. Nissen, the Danish Consul 
must not be ibrgotten-^a gentleman whose gen- 
erous, manly and honourable conduct should be 
connected with cvety mention of the TripoKtan 
war. While the other agents of foreign countries, 
the French, English and Spanish Consuls, kept 
aloof from some paltry consideration of timidf^, 
^r commercial jealousy, or wrote to the captives a 
cold and formal and complimentary and unmean-^ 
ing oflfer of service, Mr. ]>ns$en came forward at 
once, and from the first to the last hour of their 
captivity, was a constant, unremitting, amdous, 
and affectionate friend. Money, clothes, books, 
every thing which could contribute to render the 
situation of the captives less irksome, was lavish- 
ied by the friendly xeal of Mr. Nissen. When the 
period of their captivity was about expiring, they 
addressed* Inm a letter of thanks for his disinter* 
ested friendship.: and as soon as they were re- 
leased, presented to him an urn, as a lasting mon- 
\jment of his benevolence and their gratitude. 

Besides* other modes of occupying tbeii^ time, 
tbei]« minds we]?e frequently excited by hopes and 
efforts to escape. An attempt was made in thie 
latter end of April, 1 804,, to undermine the caslle 
and escape under the wall. They commenced 
^igfi^ng in the 1:01901 of tb^ warraat otters : btit 
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after working £or four days, tfaey readied at the 
4ep€h of twenty-fire feet, a loo«e f attd and water, 
and found that «th^ foundation of the castle wag 
binlt npon made ground of so loose a texture, 
tiiat it. was impracticable to OBdemiBe it hori- 
flontally the requisite distance, wbkb was one 
hundred and fifty yards, without boards to prop 
-it and prerent its falling in ^ and as t^y had none* 
of these they were obliged to look to some other 
nieaas of escape. In the following May they- 
adopted another scheme. One of the inner walls^ 
of the prfebn communicated with a siri^terraneous* 
passage which they hoped would lead to the out- 
ward wall of the castle, sod by perforating this 
they expected to fibd a passage into the town. 
Aceon£ngly they began to take out one by one 
,tbe stones of this wall, wUch were carefully re* 
placed to avoid suspicion. For this labour thejr 
bad nothing but their case-kmves, a dull' axe and 
an iron bolt ; but they at last got into a long, 
dark,, sabterraneouspassage, winch they fottowed 
for some time, till their progress was stopped by 
/another waU. This they perforated ; but to th^r 
snrprke and mortification, they found a space of 
made earth, or terrace, on which the top of the 
castle rested. They wereiiot, however, dtsheart* 
ened, but began to excavate a space large enough^ 
£»r a man to crawl in upon his hands and knees, 
carefully removing the earth to a distance, and 
scattering it through the subterranean passage; 
but they had not ma^ mnefa progress, before the 
movements of the sdldiers and the great weight' 
onthcf top of the terrace made it cave in, and de- 
stroyed tne whole enterprise. Fortunately the 
sv^icions of 4he guard were not excited, and the 
plan remained undiscovered; 
Aj^iIot Jind BK>re bold' attempt bad nc^lHMId^ 
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siiiccess» It was iotended to reach, by.a difficult 
^nd daogeroiur way, to. the window at llieriopof 
the prison, through which they were to'get on the- 
terrace, aod taking advantage of some moment 
when the guards were asleep or inattentive,; cross, 
the terrace, a distance of fifty or sixty yards, to 
the parapet of the wall. In one of the. embrasures 
of this they were to make fast, a rope, formed -of 
all the sheets tied together, and descend the heighth. 
of ubiety feet to the .beach. : The first who. got 
down were to swim to a Spanish vessel s^out half 
a. mile off, cut her boat adrift and bring it ash<H^' 
and the whole party were then to embark and en«^ 
deavour to gain the American squadron* 
. This plan was confined to Captaixi .Bainbridge- 
and a few of the original projectors of k. On.^ 
eve of its execution. Captain Bainbieidge wrote* 
to the Tripolitan minister to infoitn him, that as 
no regard had been paid to their parolie, he deenh 
ed himself justified in attempting to regain his. 
liberty,, and recommending the officers who shoidd 
be lefit behind to. his particular care and atteo* 
tion. To those officers themselves be addressed 
a note, stating, that as all could not make the at-, 
t^mpt, it was necessarily confined to its projectors ^ 
that the escape of himself and so many officers'^, 
liquid enable them to render the greatest services 
to tha$e whor remained, and hastien the period of 
their liberation^ by lessening .the sum to be de- 
manded by (the Tripolitains. When these arrange* 
meuts were concluded, the party reached the win- 
dow, but it blew so violent a gale of windy. Aat. 
they were oMiged to postpone tfa« project; and 
Captain Bainbridge^ finding. thai his departure 
ojLcited uneasiness in the minds of some of the 
officers, abandoned the expedition, and determiiied^ 
tf shara their fate. The attcimpt was. ik^u oiadei 
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bft three lieuteDanis and as many mldshipmeii. 
midnighty on the twenty-first day of May, they 
'bfracfaed the terrace, and remained there for nearly 
imo hoars, endea^oaring to seek a moment t6 
cross to the parapet ; but the terrace was covered 
wkk guards, and they found no opportunity of 
^ting off. The failure of this scheme put an 
end to all plans of escape, and they patiently 
watted their liberation from the hands of their 
coontrymen. 

During the bombardment of the town, they 
were the melancholy and inactive witnesses of the 
efforts of their countrymen. The burning of the 
Philadelphia, the explosioa of the fire-ship, com# 
manded bv Captain Somers, and the various at- 
tacks maae on the town, all passed before their 
eyes. Sometimes too they yi^ere esposed from 
their situation to great danger. On one occasion^ 
a twenty<»four pound shot came into Captain Bain*- 
bridge's bed- room and passed within six inches of 
his head. 

While the officers were confined, the men were 
kept at work during the day ^nd locked up at 
night. The work, however which was required Oa 
them was always light, and nothing more than 
wholesome exercise. It was scarcely as severe af 
the ordinary dujUr which is exacted from them on 
board ship. The Tripolitans are, generally 
speaking, and excepting the people employed in 
the gun-boats, of a mild, humane character. Th^ 
prisoners were often obstinate, uncomplying and 
mischievous } yet the Tripolitans who bad charge 
of them were rarely provoked to punish them.-^ 
They used often to say, that the Americans were 
the most difiicult to manage of any people they 
had ever seen. Several of the crew turned Maho- 
metans, and thus gained their freedom^ but th^ 



17d . BIOGRAPAT OV AMSmCAN : 

jrest remained faithful to their country and 
religioB. 

It would be unjust not to record an instance, of 
ihe generosity of these seamen. Among the dri« 
vers who superintended them while at work was. a 
Neapolitan, himself a captive, who had often re*, 
•lented into pity 'for them and done them ads .of 
kindness. Touched by this treatment, the ccew, 
as they were about to feave TripoU,.made a sub-, 
scription out of their wages of between three and 
-four hundred dollars, with which they purchased 
the liberty of the Neapolitan, who was thus res« 
tored at the same time with themselves to freedo^ 
and his country. 

• AtlastColond Lear appeared off the harbour 
to negotiate a peace with Tripoli.. The first over- 
tures were embarrassed by the employment of the 
Spanish Consul, who was at length put aside, and 
Oaptain Bainbridge proposed, as the shortest 
jnodei of pacification,, that be shoulcl be permitted 
to visit the squadron. I^his request was so new . 
in Barbaryy'tbat the officers of the Philadelphia 
were obliged to give a written declaration, that - 
in case he did not return they would submit to any 
punishment the Pacha might inflict. Under thu 
guarantee he had an interview with the American . 
officm, and a treaty was at last concluded be- 
tween the two countries ; by which the Aineri<^ 
and Tripolitan pk*isoners were exchanged, and 
ihe sum of sixty thousand dollars given to the 
Pacha. On the third of June, 1 805, the officers . 
were liberated after a confinement of nineteen 
months and three days ^ and on the fourth they^ 
as well as the crew, embarked on board the squjob- 
dron, and soon after sailed for America. 

Captain JBainbridge reached the United States 
in the autumn of 1805; and the reception which 
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lie met from fais country was such as to satisfy 
completely the feelings of a meritorious, but un-' 
fortunate officer. He was received rather as a 
returning conqueror than as a vanquished pri- 
soner— ^a most unequivocal proof of public con- 
fidence, since tha^t merit must indeed be sterlit>g 
which could stand the test of such misfortunes. 
Nor were the opinions of his brother officers less 
honourable and liberal. At his request a court 
of inquiry had been held on the loss of the fri- 
gate, and the judgment of the court was, that it 
"was decidedly of opinion that Captain Bain- 
Mdge acted with fortitude and good conduct in 
the loss of the United States' frigate Philadelphia ; 
and that nodegriee of censure should attach itself 
to him from that event." 

Early in 1806, he was ordered to take the com- 
mand of the naval station at New- York ; but soon 
after, obtained a furlough to perform a voyage in 
the merchant service ; which, from the reduced 
state >of bis funds had become necessary to make 
some provision for his family. He returned in 
1807; and was employed in various naval duties, 
mitil March, 1808, when he was appointed to the 
Portland station, which had become vacant by the 
death of Commodore Preble. In December fol- 
lowing^ he was called to Washington, to superintend 
the repairs of the frigate President, which he was 
appointed to coalman^. Having completed the 
ship, he sailed in July 1809, from Washington, 
and cruised on our coast till the next spring, when 
he again x>btained permission from the navy de- 
partment to engage in the merchant service. 

Having returned from his mercantile pursuits in 
February, 1812, he was appointed to the com- 
mand of the navy-yard at Charlestown, Massachu- 
setts, and the public vessels on the eastern station; 
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' On the declaration of war against Gresit Bwr 
tain, it was submitted by the governmnnt to bis 
own inclination, either to retain bis post at the 
navy-yard, or to cruise, against the enemy on tte 
ocean. Accustomed to a life of active service^ 
and preferring the hazard of warfare and the 
chance of victory, to the security of inaction, he 
did not hesitate to choose the former, and was ac- 
cordingly appointed to command the frigate Con- 
stellation ; but on the arrival at Boston of Cap- 
tain Hull, after his victory over the British frigate 
Guerriere, he applied for a furlough to attend iff 
his private concerns, and Commodore Bainbridge 
was permitted to take command of the Constitu- 
tion. In a few weeks he sailed, in company witii 
the sloop of war Hornet, Captain Lawrence, on a 
cruise to the East-Indies. After parting com- 
pany with Captain Lawrence, he was running 
down the coast of Brazil, when on Thursday, 
f he 29th of December, he discovered, about nine 
in the morning, two sail, one of which was stand- 
ing offshore towards him. He immediately made 
sail to meet the strange ship, and findings as b6 
approached her, that she did not answer his pri- 
vate signals, proceeded out to sea in drd^r to. 
separate her from her companion, and 'draw her 
6ff the neutral coast. About one o'clock, having 
reached what he considered a proper distance 
from the shore, he hoisted his ensign and pendant, 
which was answered by English colours, and pen- 
ceiving that she was an English frigate (the Java^ 
Captain Lambert) he took in the royals, tacked, 
and stood tor the enemy. The Java immediately : 
bore down, intended to rake, which the Constitu- I 
tion avoided by wearing. The^enemy being now 1 
within half a mile to windward, and having hauled 
€owQ his Aagv the Constitution fired a. gun ahea.4 
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to make him show his colours, and immediately 
poured in her a whole broadside, on which Eng- 
fish colours were hoisted, and the fire returned. 
On this, the action became general, within grape 
and cannister distance. In a few minutes the 
wheel of the Constitution was shot away ; and in 
about half an hour, Commodore Bainbridge find- 
ing that his adversary still kept too far off, deter*' 
mined to close with him at the risk of being raked. 
He therefore luffed up so close to the Java, that in 
passing, her jib-boom got foul of the Constitution's 
miien rigging ; and having now gained a nearer 
position, he poured in so weir directed a fire, that 
in ten minutes he shot away the Java's jib-boom 
and part of the bowsprit ; in five minutes more her 
foremast went by the board — her maintopmast 
followed — ^then-the gaft and spanker boom, and 
lastly, the mizen-mast went nearly by the board. 
At five minutes past four, one hour and fifty-five 
minutes from the commencement of the action, 
the Java's fire was completely silenced, and her 
colours being down, Commodore Bainbridge sup- 
posed that she had struck : he therefore shot ahead 
to repair his rigging ; but while hove to for that 
purpose, discovered that her colours were still 
flying, although her mainmast had just gone by 
the board. He therefore bore down again upon 
her, and bavins g-^t close athwart her bows, was 
on the point of raking her with a broadside) when 
she hauled down her colours, being a completely 
unmanageable wreck, entirely dismasted, without 
a spar of any kind standing. On boarding her, it 
was found that Captain Lambert had been mor- 
tally wounded, and that the Java was so much in- 
jured, that it would be impossible to bring her to 
the United States. All the prisoners and the bag- 
gage were therefore brought on board the Consti* 
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lotion, a service which it required two days to 
perform, there being but a single boat left between 
Ihe two frigates. On the Sist she was blown up,, 
and the Constittition put into St. Salvador. The 
Java carried forty«ntne guns, and upwards of four 
hundred men : she was bouod to the Ea^t-Indies^ 
and had, in addition to her own crew, upwards 
of one hundred supernumerary officers and sea* 
men, for dilTerent ship$ on the East-India sta*' 
tion — among whom was a master and Commander 
in the navy, and also Lieutenant-General Hislop 
and his two aids, of the British army. 

Her loss was sixty killed ; and among these 
Captain Lambert. Of the wounded, the accouBts 
varied from one hundred and one (which were^ 
ascertained positively) to one hundred and se- 
venty. ^ 

On board the Constitution, nine were killed, 
and twenty-five wounded ^ among whom was the. 
Commodoi^e himself. 

This victory was scarcely less honourable to 
Commodore Bainbridge, than the generosity with, 
wliich be exercised the rights of a conqueror.— 
While on board, the prisoners were treated ijith 
the most respectful attention. Immediate!)? on 
their landing at St. Salvado«*, they were set at 
liberty on parole, and received every article of 
their baggage : and particularly, a-service of plate 
belonging to General Hislop, was carefully pre^v 
served and restored to him, These proofs of 
honourable courtesy were not lost on the prisor 
ners, who expressed their gratitude in a manner 
as creditable to themselves as to the victors. 

The decayed state of the Constitution^ and other 
circumstances, combining to interfere with the . 
original plan of the cruise, Commodore Bai^-' 
l^ridge now left the Hornet to bio^ade a superior 
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BriAA fotce at St. Salvadar, and retunied to 
Ae Unhed States, 

On bis arrival at Boston, he was received with 
aa enthusiastic wekome by bis countrymen, who 
feh peculiar pleasure in seeing that fortune had 
at last relented, and gi^n him an opportunity of 
adding success to the meVit. Fiflty thousand dol- 
lars prize-money, as a compensation for the toss 
of the Java, were giyen by Congress to the offi« 
cers and crew, and a gold medal presented to the 
Commodore himself. These were followed bjr 
votes of thanks and testimonials of respect, from 
several of the state legislatures, and also from va- 
rious cofporate bodies and meetings of the citizena. 
generally. 

Since bis return, he has been aj^inted to com** 
mand the £astern station, from Portsmouth to 
Connecticut, within which limits he has had charge, 
of the Constitution and two brigs; and the con^ 
stntciion of two sloops of war and a seventy-four* 
The arrangement of the differences of the Uni- 
ted ^tes with Great Britain did not let him re- 
main long In the inaction of peace. Having su- 
perintended the building of the Independence, a 
ship of 74 guns, he had the honour of waving his 
ftag on board the first line of battle ship belong- 
ing to the United States, that ever floated. The 
demeanour of the governments of Barbary,, 
the American government, in 1815, to 
equip two squadrons^ one under Decatur, and ano- 
ther under Bainbridge, for the Mediterranean^ 
to use the l$x UdtMis of kings, to bring them to a 
due sense of the estimation in which the people of 
the United States ought to be held. His squa- 
dron consisted of the Independence) 74, flag-ship f 
sloop of War, Erie, 18 guns; brig Chippewa^ 
18 guns; and schooner Lynx. In his voyage 
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to tbe Mediterranean, he foand his sUp to exceed 
bis most sanguine expectations, and ^ alacriQ^ 
of Commodore Decatur, in bringing the Bariuiry 
powers to a peaceful demeanour, leA him on 1^ 
arrival in that sea, no share of the honours be ex- 
pected to reap from the ot^ect of his destinatioji. 
He arrived in the harbour of Carthagena, in 
Spain, on the 5th of August, 1815, and on the 
lOth of the same month, informed the Secretary 
of the Navy, by letter, that peace having taken 
place with the Regency of Algiers, it only remain* 
ed for him to obey the Secretary's instructioDS, 
by showing his squadron off Tunis and Tripolijf .1 
leaving one frigate and two smaller vess(^ in tfa^' 

f;ut of Gibraltar, and returning to Newpcfft, R 
sland, with the residue of his squadron, where 
he expected tq arrive sometime in the following 
September. 

According to his instructions, he presented hint- 
self before Alters, and exhibited bis force. He. 
then presented himself before Tripoli, where he 
had the mortification to find that Commodores- 
Decatur had shorn him of his expected laurels, by 
a previous visit. 

After running down the Barbary coast, he ar^ 
rived in Malaga Roads, on the 1 3th of Sept^nber, 
where he remained some days waiting to form a 
junction with Commodore Decatur's squadnm* 
As soon as this was efiected, he sailed for ibti 
United States and arrived at Newport (Rhode 
Island) on the ISth of November, 1815, leavings 
pnider Captain Shaw, tbe senior officer, the frir*. 
gates United States and Constellation, and ^^ 
sloops of war Ontario ^nd Erie, to enforce a 
respect among the Barbary States to the c 
tion9. pf the late , peace. . 
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CAl>TAm 

I.EWIS WARRINGTON, 

Lewis Warrington is a native of Virginfa^ 
and was partly educated at Williamsburg college. 

At tbe age of about fifteen, he being appointed 
a midsbtpmati in tbe United States' navy, joined 
the frigate Che8q>eake, then Ijang at Norfolk, in 
February, 1800.. In this ship he cruised on the 
West-India station till May 1801, when she re* 
turned to the United .States^ and then went on. 
board the frigate President, imder Commodore 
Dale. This ship soon after sailed for the Medi- 
terranean, where she remained until 1802, block* 
adiog Tripoli; The President, in May, 1802,. 
Fetumed to the United States, and Mr^ War- 
tdngtod then joined the frigate New-York, in. 
which ship he once more sailed for the Medi* 
terranean, and returned in June, 1803, to this- 
country in the- Chesapeake frigate. Cfn his re- 
tarn, he was immediately ordered to the Vixen^ 
Aen commanded by Captain Smith, latef of the 
Franklin, seventy-fouf, deceased! In this vessel; 
Warrington again^ sailed for the Mediterranean 
in August, 1803, and remained in her during the? 
attacks on the gun-boats and batteries o£ Tripoli^, 
in which tlie Vixen always took a part; In the- 
month of November,, 1804, he wtis made actinjf: 
Lieutenant, and: in July the next yeary went on^ 
board the brig Syren as junior Lieutenant. Iti^ 
Harefai 1809,. he joined, the Enterprise, as first: 
f ^'^utenant, and in July,, 1807, returaedv \a then 
1 >ed States, after an absence of four years- 
Lieutenant Warrington's return to the Uni— 
i states, he was ordered to > the command of m 
f Hboat on tbe Norfolk station^ . where Commonr- 
i Sl Decatur commanded at thai- timew 
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He continued in the command of a gun-boat, 
until February, 1809, when he was again ordered 
to the S3rren as first Lieutenant. On the return 
of this vessel from Europe^ whither she went with 
despatches, he was ordered to the Essex^ as ber 
first Lieutenant, in September the same y%ai; 
In this ship he cruised on the Ameriean coast, and 
again carried out despatches for government, rer 
turning in August, 1812. He was then ordered 
to the frigate Congress, as ber first Lieutenant, 
and sailed in her on the declaration of war, in 
company with the squadron under Commodore ^ 
Rodgers, intended to intercept the British Wes^ 
India fleets The escape of this fleet was peculi- 
arly fortunate to Great Britain, as Commodore 
Rodger& passed and repassed tbem with hie squadr 
ron repeatedly; but for thirteen or fourteen days, 
with very little intermission, the fog was so tinck 
that his vessels could not distinguish each other 
at the distance of a quarter of a mile. . Lieuten- 
ant Warrington continued in the Congress till 
March, 1813^ when he became first of the frigate 
Unitedi States, where he remained till his promoi^ 
tion to the rank of M aster^commandant, soon af- 
ter which he took the command of the Peacock 
sloop of war.^ 

While cruising in the Peacock in latitude 27» 
47, he feU in with the British brig of war Eperr 
vier, .with, whom be engaged* The result of the 
action is thus communicated in hi$ official letter 
to the Secretary of the Navy :^ 

"^ At sea, Aprilj 29th, 1814. 
"Sir, 

" I have the honour to inform youi thai ^ 
have this morning captured, after an action f 
forty-two minutes, Ids BritMnic m^^siy's I 5, 
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Epervier, rating and moulding Eighteen thirty 
two poand carronades, with one hundred and 
twenty-eight men, of whom eleven were killed, 
and fifteen wounded, according to the best infor** 
mation we could obtain — among the latter is her 
first lieutenant, who has lost an arm, and receiv- 
ed a severe spiinter*wound in the hip. Not a mao 
in the Peacock was killed, and only two wounds 
ed, neither dangerously. The fate of the Eper* 
vier WMld have been decided in much less time^ 
but for the circumstance of our fore-yard having 
been totally disabled by two round shot in the 
starboard-quarter from her .first broadside, which 
entirely deprived us of the use of our fore-top* 
sails, and compelled u^ to keep the ship large 
throughout the remainder of the action. 

^' This, with a few topmast and topgallant back- 
stays cut away, and a «few shot through bur sails> 
is the only injury the Peacock has sustained* 
Not a round shot touched our hull, and our masts 
and spars are as sound as. ever. When the ene- 
my struck^ he had five feet water in his hold — ^hia 
maiatopmast was over the side — ^his mainboom 
»hot away — his foremast cut nearly in two, and 
tottering— his fore-rigging and. stays shot away — 
his bowsprit badly wounded, and forty-five shot 
holes in his hull, twenty of which were within a 
foot of his water-line, above and below. By 
great exertions we got her ia sailing order just 
OS night came on* 

" In fifteen minutes afier the enemy had struck^^ 
the Peacock -^was ready for another action, ia 
every respect, but the fore-yard, which was sent 
down, fished, and we had the foresail set again in 
forty-five minutes — such was the spirit and ac-» 
tivity of our gallant crew. The Epervier had 

idtr cmvoy an £ngUsh hermaphrodite brJg, a 
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Russian, and %l Spanbh sUjI, which all hauled 
their wind and stood to the e. n. e. I had de^ 
termined upon pursuing the former, but found 
that it would^t be pnident to leave our priie 
in her then crippled state, and the more partic»* 
larly so, as we found she had on board one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand dollars in specie, which 
we soon transferred to this ship. Every officer, 
seamen, and marine did his duty, which is the 
highest compUment I can pay them.. 

I am, &ce. 

Li. Warrington/* 
Captain Warrington brought his prise safe into« 
port, and on- his retdra received the uisual hoa* 
ours, which it had beccNne customary to pay to 
men who conquered the enemy.. 
' Earfy in the following year he sailed from New*^ 
York ia company with the Hornet, Captain Bid«- 
dle, as part of a squadron under Comrnodore* 
Decatur in the President, which was intended to^ 
eruise in. the Indian seas*. The President hadr 
tailed shortly before, after appointing a n»ide«^ 
vous, and soon after was fallen in with by a Bri« 
tish squadron, to. wliich he was finally obliged to> 
surrendier, after haying beaten the EodymioB^ 
Aeir headmost ship* The Peacock and H<miet' 
separated in> chasing, and did not meet until they 
arrived at Tristan D'Acunha, the appointed ren* 
dezvous. From thence they proceeded to their 
ultimate destination, but were ugain separated flk 
consequence of falling, in with a British line o£' 
battle shipj and never afterwards joioed. The 
Hornet was obliged, to thcow over her guns to ev 
cape from the enemy, which rendered it necessary^ 
to return to port; but the Peacock gahned.tfae* 
Straits of Sunda, where she ci^ured four vessels^, 
•oe of tbtm a)»%of fourteen guns, in the £»ti^ 
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lodia company's service. From this vesiiel Cap-' 
tak) Warrington received satisfactory assurances 
<lfthe ratification of peace between the United 
States and Engiand, and in consequence made 
the best of bis way to this country, where he ar- 
rived the beginning of November, 1815,. after an 
absence of almost a year. The Peacock was the 
first ship of war belon^^ng to the United Slates 
that ever cruised in the straits o£ Sunda, in no^ 
part of which is there a friendly port, where she 
could calculate on receiving any supplies what* 
ever. Since Captain Warrington took command 
of ..that ship she has . captured nineteen vessels, 
three of which were ^ven up to prisoners, and 
sixteen destroyed. 



LIEUTENANT-COLONEL , 

GKORGE CBOGHA.N 

Was born at Locust Grov^, near the falls of 
Ohio, on the Isth of November, 1791. His fa- 
ther Major William Cro^han, left Ireland at an 
early period, was appomted an officer in our 
Revolutionary Army, and discharged his duties as 
such, to the satisfaction of the Commander-in-r 
Chief. His mother is the daughter of John Clark, 
Esq.* of Virginia, a gentleman of woi*th and res-) 
pectability, who exerted himself greatly and con- 
tributed largely towards the support of the Revo-* 
lutioaary contest. He had five sons; four of 
whom were, officers in the Revolutionary army. 
General William Clark, who,, together with Cap- 
tain liewis, explored, and is at present the Go- 
vernor of Louisiana, was too young to participate 
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bis broibert in the achieiremeBt of tfaat 
event. The military talents of George R. Clark, 
liave obtain^ for him the flattering afypellsMon 
of *' thf faUier of the western coontiy." 

Colonel Cro^an has always been eiHeemed 
generous and huniane ; and, when a boy, bis man- 
ly appearance and independence of sentiment and. 
action, commanded the attention and admiratioa 
of all who knei^ him. 

While in the state of Kentucky, his time wa» 
principally occupied by the study of his native 
-tongue— geography — the elements of geometry— 
and the L^lin and the Greek languages. In these 
different branches <^ fiterature he made a res^ 
pectable progress. 

In the year 1808, he left Locust 'Grove, for Ibe 
purpose of prosecuting his studies in the University 
of William and Mary. In this institution he gra*- 
duated as a. b. on the 4th of July, 1810^ and 
delivered, on the day of his graduation, an ori^ 
tion on the sul^fect of expatriati^u This oration 
was deemed by the audience, concise, ingenious, * 
and argumentative, and was pronounced in a 
manner winch did great credit to his oratorical 
powers. The ensuing summer he attended a 
course of lectures on law, and upon the terminal 
tion of the course, returned to his father's, where 
lie prosecuted the study of the same profession, 
and occasionally indulged himself in miscellane* 
ons reading* Biography and history have alwa^rs 
occupied much of his attention, lie is (as faifi 
countenance indicate^ rather) of a serious cast of 
mind ; but no one admires more a pleasant, anec- . 
dote, or an unaffected sally of wit. With VU f 
friends he is affable and free from reserve— hk".' 
manners are piypossessing ; he dislikes ostentt-^ 
tion, and was never beard to utter a word in praia^' 
Of himself 
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In the ^utumn of 181 1, was fought the battle of 
Ttpjiipcanoe. This was the first opportunity that 
o&red for the display of his military talents. 
He embraced it with avidity — ^he left his father's 
house ia the character of a volunteer, and was 
appointed Aid to General Harrison. On the 7th 
of November, an attack was made on the troops 
under the command of that officer ; the enemy 
were repulsed with valour ; and during the en- 
gagement young Crogban evinced the greatest 
> courage, activity and military skill. His services 
were acknowledged by sdl ; and he exhibited such 
pi^oofk of a genius for war, that many of his com* 
f panions in arms remarked, that ^ he was bom a 
I soldier." A cant saying among the troops of 
|, Tippecanoe, was " to do a main busings,'' and 
during, the battle, he would ride from post to post, 
exciting the courage of tlje men by exclaiming, 
I "Now my brave fellows, now is the time to do a 
main business." Upon the return of the troops 
! from Tippecanoe, they were frequently met by 
; persons coming to ascertain the fate of their chiU 
dren or friends. Among the number of these' 
were a very poor and aged maUr whose son was 
slain in the battle. Croghan having ascertained 
the situation of the old man and observing his 
in^ility to perform much bodily labour, regu* 
' tarly made bis fires for him every morning, and 
supplied him with provisions, clothes and money. 
Many acts of this kind are related of him by the 
, ^diers and officers of Tippecanoe. 
^ After the battle of Tippecanoe, and upon the 
'prospect of a speedy declaration of war against 
G lat Britiun, he expressed a desire to jom the 
^ ly. Recommendatory letters of the most flat- 
tc t^ kind were written by Generals Harrison 
ai ' Boyd to tb^ Secretary of war^ and upon the" 
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commencement of hostilities, he was af^inted 
Captain in the 17th regiment of infantry. #He \ 
was stationed some time at Clark cantonment, 
near the falls of Ohio ; but had not been long in 
command there, before he was ordered to march, 
with what regulars he had, to the head-quarters 
of the \orth- western army, then at Detroit. Be- 
fore they had proceeded far they heard of HulPs i 
surrender. Shortly after this, to the Americans, m 
fatal event, Governor Harrison, who had receiv-l 
ed a Major-General's commission in the regular^ 
army, was appointed to command the United ^ 
States' ibrces on the North-western frontier. 

Captain Croghau commanded a short time, 
Fort Defiance, on the Miami of the Lakes ; but 
after the defeat of General Winchester, he was 
ordered to Fort Meigs, upon which the enemy de- 
signed an attack. Here General Harrison com- 
manded in person. Every disposition both for at- 
tack and defence, was made by the conflicting 
parties. The siege began on the 28th of April, 
and on the. 9th of May following, the b^seigers 
commenced their retreat, covered with -disgrace. 
Here Croghan4>articu1arly signalized himself with 
his corps, by several handsome and brilliant char- 
ges on the enemy. For his conduct on this occa- 
sion, he received the particular notice of the Com- . 
manding General ; and was shortly after advanced 
to a majority, and was stationed with his bat- 
talion at Upper Sandusky. From this he was or- 
dered to Fort Stephenson, twenty miles above tkd 
mouth of Sandusky river, with orders from Gen- 
eral Harrison to destroy the stores and aban- 
don the fort, if the enemy made his appearance. 
Learning that the enemy designed to attack tsffit 
he disobeyed his orders, and immortalized hit 
feme. He labored day and night to place the fi 
in a state of defenccc 
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The necemty of cutting a ditch round tbe fort, 
ifflmediately presented itself to him.— »TUs was 
done — but in order to render the enemy's plam 
abortive, dionld.they even succeed in le^ing the 
ditch, which was nine feet wide, and six deep, be 
had large log9 placed on the top of the fort, and 
«a adjusted that an inconsiderable weight would 
caase them to fall from their position, and crush 
to death aU who might be situated below« 

A short time before the action he wrote the fol* 
lowing concise and impresrive letter to a friend. 
^ The enemy are not far distant : I expect an at- 
tack — ^I win defend this post to the last extremity. 
I have just sent away the women and children that 
I may be able to act without incumbrance. Be 
«att^ed : I hope to do my duty. The example 
set me by my revolutionary kindred is before Hie 
—let me die rather than prove unworthy of their 



iiame." 



On the -first of August, General Proctor made 
liis appearance before the fort. His troops con- 
.i»«ted of 500 regulars and about 700 Indians of 
the most ferocious kind. There were but 133 
«£feotive men in the garrison, and the works co- 
vered one acre of ground. The pickets were 
about ten feet high, surrounded by a ditch with a 
block-house at each angle of the fort, one of which 
contained a six-pounder. This was the exact 
slate of the post at the time the enemy appeared. 
The first movement made by the eneniy, was to 
.make such a disposition of his forces, as to pre- 
sent the escape of the garriscm, if they si ould be 
Imposed to attempt it iia then sent Coiontii El- 
liot with a flag, to demand the surrender oi the 
•fort. He was met by Ensign Sbipp. The Brit- 
ish officer observed that General Proctor had 
a nwHiber of cannon, a large body of regular 
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troops, and so many Indians, whom it was iia-' 
possible to coDtrouI, that if the fort was taken, 
as it must be, the whole of the garrison would bo 
massacred. Shipp answered, that it was the de<% 
termination of Major Croghan, his officers, and 
men, to defend the garrison or be buried in it, and 
that they might do their best. Colonel Elliot ad- 
dressed Mr Shipp again — '^ You are a fine young 
man, I pity your situation, for God's sake soiv 
render, and prevent the dreadful slaugbter-wbich 
must follow resistance." Shipp turned from him 
with indignation, and was immediately taken bold 
of by an Indian, who attempted to wrest hit 
sword from him. M^or Croghan, observing whal 
passed,^ called to Shipp to come iotd the fort, 
which was instantly obeyed, and the action comr 
menced. The firing began from the gun-boats ia 
the rear, and was kept up during the night. 

At an early hour the ne;sLt morning, three six 
pounders, which had been planted during Xh^ 
night, within two hundred* and fifty yards of the 
pickets, began to play upon the fort, but with lit- 
tle effect. About four, p. m. all the enemy's guns 
were concentrated against the North-western an* 
le of the fort, for the purpose of making a breach. 
*o counteract the effect of their fire. Major Cro- 
ghan caused that point to be strengthened by 
means of bags of flour, sand, and other materiaki 
in such a manner that the picketing sustained lit- 
tle or no injury. But the enemy, supposiugtbat 
their fire had sufiiciently shattered the pickets, 
advanced, to the number of five hundred, to storn 
the place, a» the same time making two feints on 
different points. 

The column which advanced against the North- 
western angle, was so completely enveloped in 
fimokci as not to be discovered until it bad ap- 
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froach€d within eighteen or twenty paces of the 
fines^ hot the men being all at their posts, and 
ready to receive it, commenced so heavy and gal- 
knt a fire as to throw the ^column into confuMpn ; 
Jbut being quickly rallied, Iieutenant*colonel 
Short, the leader of the column exclaimed, " come 
on my bravefellows, we will give these *d—d yaii- 
kee rascals no quarters,^ and immediately leapt 
into the ditch, followed by his troops; as soon as 
-the dUch was entirely filled by the assailants^ 
Idajor Crogfastn ordered the six-pounder, which 
had been masked in the block- house, to be fired. 
It had b^en loaded with a double charge of mus- 
ket balls and slugs. This piece completely raked 
Ihe ditch from em] to end. The first fire levelled 
the oae half in death ; the second or third eitlier 
killed or wounded every one except eleven, wh^ 
were covered by the dead bodies. * At the same 
'time, the fire of small arms was so incessant and 
destructive^ that it was in vain the British officers 
exerted themselves to lead on the balance of the 
column ; it retired in disorder under a shower of 
^hot, and sought safety in an adjoining wood. 
'The loss of the enemy in killed was about one 
hundred and fifty, besides a considerable number 
of their allies: The Americans had but one killed 
and seven slightly wounded. Early in the mor- 
ning of the third, the enemy retreated down the 
river, after having abandoned considerable bag- 
gage. 

The garrison was composed of regulars, alt 
Eentuckians, a finer company of men was not to 
be found in the United States, perhaps not in the 
world* They were as humane as courageous. 
This is proved by their unceasing attention to 
the wounded enemy after their discomfiture ; du^ 
nog the night they kindly received into the for^> 
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Ifairdu^ the Iktal port-^bole of the Uock**lKMM^9 
all those wbo were able to crawl Co it; to thos^ 
unable to move, they threw canteens filled witli 
water. They even ps^ed with their clothes ta^ 
alleviate the sufferings of the wounded. - 

Notwithstandii^ his disobedience of o^pders^ Cemt 
the successful defence of this post, Major Crggfaaii 
was raised to the rank of Lieutenant*co]one}. . 

In the beginning of July, an expedition for tbe 
recapturing of Micbilioiackinac, was intn^d t# 
Jiis command. This was fitted out firom Detroit 
. On the 20th <tf July, tbe troops wer6 landed al 
St. Joseph's ; and the fort, which had been eyar 
cuated, set on fire. Major Hohnes was thta 
ordered to the Sault St. Mary's, for the purpose 
of breaking up the enemy's establishment at that 
{rface. He arrived the day after ; but IheNorthr 
west agent had received notice ctf his approach, 
and succeeded in escaping with a considerable 
amount of goods, after setting fire to a vessd 
above the falls : the design of this latter measurt 
was frustrated. The vessel was brou^it dowa 
the falls on the 25th, but having bilged, was de» 
stroyed. Consideral>Ie property belonging to 
the enemy was takien. 

On tbe 4th of August, a landing of the troops 
under Crogban and Morgan was effected, at 
Mackinac ; but the strength of the enemy's woiks 
rendered it impossible to c^urry the place by stoi-mi 
with a small number of troops ; and^ after a se? 
vere conflict, a retreat became indispensable, and 
was accordingly effected. 

^ Although this expedition proved unsuccessfol 
in^ its issue, its failure was not ascribable Xm> any 
misconduct on the part of the commanding officer* 
Every tlung was done that vigilance, bravery, 
and perseverance could achieve. 
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- The American loss was thirteen killed, fifty-one 
nEoonded, and two missing — ^toss of the enemy not 
known. 

After this affair, Colonel Croghan determined 
to remain on Lake Huron for a time, i^ith three 
eompanies, for the purpose of breaking up any 
depots which the enemy might have on the east 
sicfe of the lake. 

He learnt that the only line of communication' 

from York to Mackinac, &;c. was by the way of 

lake Simcoe and Nautawasaga river, which emp-» 

ties into Lake Huron about one hundred miles sv 

s. of Cabot's Head. 

On the 13th of August, the fleet anchored off* 
the mouth of that river, and the troops were 
quickly disembarked on the peninsula formed be- 
tween the river and lake, for the purpose of fixing: 
a camp. 

On reconnoitreing the position thus taken, it 
was discovered that the enemy's schooner Nancy 
was drawn up in the river a few hundred yardk 
above, under cover of a block*house, erected oa^ 
a commanding situatioa on the opposite shore« 

On the following morning, a fise for a few min- 
utes was kept up by the shipping i^>on the block- 
house, but with little effect — ^At twelve o'clock^, 
two howitzers being placed within a few hundred 
yards, commenced a fire, which, lasted but a few- 
minutes, when the block-house blew up ;. at the. 
same time, fire was communicated to the Nancy,, 
(by the bursting.of one of our shells,) which was^ 
so quickly enveloped in. flames as to'render anyr 
attempts whick might have been made to save. 
f r, unavailing, giving the enemy bai'ely time to 
] ke his escape, before an explosion took place. 

The loss of the Nancy was severely felt by the 
I emy; her cargo consisting (at the timeofh^s* 
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beiDg on fire) of several hundred barrels of pro- 
visions, intended afr a six months' supply for the 
garrison at Mackinac. 

Colonel Groghan afterwards returned to De- 
troit. 

' Colonel Croghan continued in active serrt<« 
during the remainder of the war, and some time 
after the reduction of the army he resigned hi& 
commission. In May, 1817, he was married to a 
daughter of John R. Livingston, Esq. at New^ 
York, in which city be has since resided* 



COMMOOOilfi 

THOMAS MACDONOUGH 

Is a native of the state of Delaware. Of Ms 
early years nothing has been said. At the siege 
of Tripoli, be held a midshipman's warrant, and 
served under Commodore Decatur, whose favour- 
able report to Commodore Preble, of his good 
conduct, as one of the heroic volunteers by whom 
the frigate Philadelphia and Turkish gun-boats 
were destroyed, induced that officer to promote 
him. From that period to his appearance on 
Lake Champlain, nothing in the life of Maedo^ 
sough is known. 

It had become an object of solicitude with the 
belligerent parties on the Northern frontier, to 
obtain the superiority on the lakes. Indeed, the 
success of the land operations was considered to 
be entirely dependent on that of the marine. 
'Commodore Perry had already established oi 
dominion on Lake Erie : and that of Lake Onf 
rioj had bee« successfidly disputed by Commode 
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Cliauac^, with Sir James Tec. The States of 
VermoDt and New- York were threatened from 
Lake Chafflplaiii. To counteract hostile attempts 
fmm this quarter, the command of the American 
squadron on this lake, was entrusted to Commo* 
dore Macdonougii; while the defence of Platts* 
burgh, depended upon the exertions of General 
Macomb and bis gallant little army : in Septem- 
ber, 1814, an attack was anticipated upon these 
youthful commanders. Accordingly, on the 1 Itb 
of that month, the expected event took place. 

For several days, the enemy had been on hit 
way to Plattsburgh, by land and water, and it was 
well understood, tiiat an attack would be made 
at tho same time, by his land and naval forces. 
Commodore Macdonough determined to await at 
ancbbr, the approach of the latter. 

At eight o'clock in the morning, the look-out 
boat announced the approach of the enemy. At 
nine, he anchored in a line ahead, at about three 
hundred yards distance from the American line : 
his flag-&hip> the Confiance, under Commodore 
Downie, was opposed to Commodore Macdo* 
nough's ship, the Saratoga ; the brig Linnet, was 
opposed to the Eagle, Captain Robert Henley ; tb^ 
f nemy^s gallies, thirteen in number, to. the schoonr 
er, sloop and a division of gallies, one of his sloops 
assisting his ship and brig ; the others assisting^ 
bis gallies : the remaining American gallies bein|; 
with the Saratoga and Eagle. 

In this situation, the whole force on both sides^ 
become engaged; the Saratoga sofiering much 
fvan the heavy fire of the Confiance, though the 
fire o.* the former was very dest|tictive to her 
abtagonist. The Ticonderoga, Lieutenant-com* 
> jB^ander Cassin, gallantly sustained her full share 

i the action^ At half past tea o'^cbck^ ^ Sag)^ 
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not being able to bring ber gons to bear, cat her 
cable and anchored in a more eligible position, 
between the Saratoga and theTieonderoga, where 
she very much annoyed the enemy, but unfortu"' 
nately left her Commodore exposed to a galtiag 
fire from -the enemy's brig. The guns of the Sa- 
ratoga on the starboard side, being ^ nearly aft 
dismounted or not manageable, a stern anchor 
was let go, the bower cable cut, and the ship 
winded with a fresh broadside on the Confiance, 
which soon after surrendered. The broadside of 
the Saratoga was then sprung to bear on the brig, 
which surrendered in about fifteen minutes aften 

The sloop that was opposed to the Eagle, had 
struck some time before, and drifted down th« 
fine; the sloop which was with the enemy's gallies,: 
having struck also. Three of them were sunk,, 
and the others pulled off. While Macdonough's. 
gallies were in the act of obeying the signal to 
follow them, all the vessels were reported to hiOL 
to be in a sinking state;. it then became necessary 
to countermand the signal to the gallies, and or« 
der their men to the pumps.. 

At this time there was not a ma«t standing ib 
either squadrons in a condition to hold up a sail 5 
the lower rig^ng being nearly all shot away 
hung down along the masts. 

The action- lasted without intermission two 
hours and twenty minutes. The Confiance had 
one hundred and five round shot in her bull. Her 
shot passing principally over the heads of her an- 
tagonists, the hull, of the Saratoga ceceived but 
fifty-five shot, and there were not at the close of 
the action, twenty whole hammocks in the net* 
tings. The Confiance had one hundred and nine** 
ty men killed; and one of the captured sloopSi^ 
tike Chubj had. but five men alivje. The BrUisk 
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Commodore Downie wasjsilleiiat the first broad- 
side. Commodore Macdooough was three ime$ 
knocked down» by the splinters aad falling spaF9 
and blocks, but escaped with trifliog injury. The 
Saratoga was twice set on fire by hot shot from 
the enemy's ship. 

The following is a statement of the killed and 
wounded on board the American squadron, and 
of the force engaged on each side ; taken from 
Commodore Macdonough'd letter to the Secretary 
of the Navy, dated, '^ United Static' ship Sarato- 
ga, at anchor off Plattsburgh, September 1 3th, 
1814," accompanying the flags taken from the 
enemy. 

American Farce. 

Saratoga, eight long 24 pouoder$ :-*«-6ix 4Z 
•pound carronades ;<*«'twetve. 33 pound do.-^tor 
Hi 26. 

Eagle^ twely«e 32 pound carrouadea, and 
iighi long 18 pounders :-^-4otal 30. 

Ticonderoga, eight long 12 pouudere j— four 
tong 1 8 da ^--ive 32 pound earraaades : — total 

17. - 

Preble, seren long 9 po«vi4erf ^-Hb^tal 7. 

Ten gallics, vii :— Allen, Burrows, Borer^ 
Nettle, Viper, and Centipede, om hwa 24 poun- 
ds, and one 18 {KMmder, Columbiad, each ; — 
and Ludlow^ Wilmer, Aylwin, and Ballard, of 
one long Impounder, each. — Grand totaj 8a guns. " 

BECAPiTULATiON. — 14 long 24 pouudefs 

6 42 pound carronades, 
29 32 pound do. 

12 long 18 pounders, 
12 12 do. 

7 9 

6 18 pound columbiads. 
Total 86 guns. ^ 
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Enemfs Force* 

Frigate Confiance, twenty-seven long 24 poaii>» 
ders ; — ^four 32 pound carronades ; — six 24 pound 
do. and two long 18 pounders, on birth decii:— 
total 39. 

Brig Linnet, sixteen long 12 pounders: — ^to- 
tal 16. 

Sloop Chub, ten 13 pound carronades; — one 
long six pounder : — ^total 11. 

Sloop Finch, six 18 pound carronades «— one 
18 pound Columbiad, and four long 6 pounders^ 
—total 11. 

Thirteen gallies, viz : — Sir James Yeo, one 
long 24 pounder, and one 32 pound carronade : 
— total 2. 

Sir George Prevost, one long 24 pdunder, and 
one 32 pound carronade : — total 2. t 

Sir'Sy Beckwith, one long 24 pounder, and 
one 32 pound carronade : — total 2, . 

Broke, one long 18 pounder, and one 32 
pound carronade :^-total 2. 
^ Murray, one long 18 pounder, and one 18 
pound carronade : — total 2. 

Wellington, one long 18 pounder : — ^total 1. 

Tecumseh, one long 18 dot — ^total 1. 

Name unknown, one long 18 do. — ^total 1. 

Drummond, one 32 pound carronade :—t<h 
tal 1. 

Simcoe, one 32 do. do.— total L 

Name unknown, one 32 do. do. — ^total 1. 
Do, do. one 32 do. do. — total 1. 
Do, do. one 32 do. do. — total !• 

Total, guns 95..^ 
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RECAPITULATION.— thirty long 24 pounders 

seven 18 do. 

sixteeo 12 do. 
five 6 do. 

thirteen 32 pound carroiu 
six 24 do. do. 

seventeen 18 do. do. 
one 18 do. Columb. 

Total, 95 guns. 

An attack made by the British army, under 
the Governor-genefal of the Canadas, Sir George 
Prevost, upon General Macomb, commanding at 
Plattsbufgh, owed its defeat to the bravery of 
Commodore Macdonough on the lake, and the 
«indaunted valour ^of Macomb commanding a- 
Ssliore. 

Sir George having collected all the disposable 
force in Lower Canada, with a view of conquer- 
ing the country as far as Crown Point and Ti- 
conderoga, entered the territories of the United 
States, on the first of September, with fourteen 
thousand men, and occupied the village of Cham- 
plain. As were before intimated, the co-opera- 
tion of the naval force constituted an essential 
part of the arrangement. The' consequence ^hs, 
that instantly upon ihe discomfiture of the fleet, 
the army retired with great precipitation, having 
lost ttvo thousand five hundred men, in killed^ 
wounded and missing. 

Thus, by the valour and conduct of two young 
Cj^mmanders, joined to the exertion of the forces 
under their command, the enemy was expelled 
from Lake ChamuJain and its vicinity ; his cherish- 
ed enterprise miscarrted, and the prospect of fu- 
ture success was rendered more distant and hope- 
less t&ati ever. 
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This victory was annoanced to the departmift 
of war, by Commodore Macdonougli, on the day 
it was obtained, in the following brief and modest 
communication : " The Almighty has been pleasi- 
ed to grant us a signal victory on Lake Cham- 
plain, in the capture of one frigate, one brig, and 
two sloops of war of the enemy." 

At the time of this brilliant achievement, Mac- 
donough was in the twenty- eighth year of his ag^ 

From this scene, at the return of peace be was 
transferred to the Atlantic, and has since paid an- 
other visit to his old Barbary iHends. 



BRIGABIfiR-GE^fEIUL 

WILLIAM CARROLL 

1 

Was born near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
about the year 1789, and was educated and 
brought up to mercantile pursuits. Of his early 
yea:rs, nothing is known which gives pre-emineace. 
He removed to the state of Tennessee, in the year 
1810, and settled at Nashville, his present place 
of residence. When the political horizon was 
thickening and portended a tempest, he became a 
member and was elected Captain of the "ASaiilh 
ville Uniform Volunteers,^^ which company ten- 
dered their services to the Grpvemment of th^ 
United States, a short time prior tp the hostile 
attitude assumed by their country, in June, iSlS^ 
to retaliate for the unjust and infamous aggres* 
sions of Great Britain, on the rights of the United 
States as a free and independent nation. This 
tender was promptly accepted by the National 
Executive, and from this period, the military ca^ 
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D^ W Carroll is flalad. - Stiffice it to say, that 
the officers and men of that corps emulated each 

: other in bringing their discipline to the highest 
state of ^perfection ki th^r power. Captain Car* 
roUin particular devoted much of bis time to im- 
l^rove bis knowledge of the military art* 

Shortly after the government of the Uniteil 
States bad 4nade known to the world their deter- 
niaatlon to resist the aggressions of Great Bri- 
laia on ibeir National Independence, by an appeal 
to i^ms, a body of volunteers from Tennessee, 
commanded by General Andrew Jackson, was 
ordered by the general government, to descend the 

r Mississippi for the defence of the lower country, 

I Where invasion was at that time apprelienckd. 
On this occasion, Captain Carroll was appointed 
Brigade laspector of the whoje command, by the 
hero of New Orleags. During this expedition, 
offi<^^rs and men, by their perseverance, patience, 
^id correct discipline, drew from the late General 
Covington, at their discharge from Natchez, his- 
parked approbation. 

The hostile demeanour of. the Creek Indians 
impelled the government of the United States to 
direct an irruption of military force into the 
Creek countries, in the autumn of 1813. General 
Andrew Jackson, with his Tennessee Volunteers, 
was ordered again to take the field. At this time, 
Carroll who had been advanced to a majority in 

' the militia ^of Tennessee, was at Pittsburgh on 
business. The moment he was made acquainted 
with this news, he started for General Jackson's 
bead-quarters, considering himself attached to the 
forces then on the hostile expedition. He reached 
head-quarters just as the army was ente^i^ig the 
Indian territory, and General Jackson announced 
him the next morning, in a general order, as In- 
voL. ii. 17 
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^|>ector-0«iiaral'oftbat amy, wderiag ik^be 
skottld be obeyed accofdingly. > 

A sborl time o»ly elapsed befcire the Tennes^ 
seans bad an opportuoity to test tbeir pr&wess io 
battfe. In the first genera} eagageoiient -mlakit 
General ^Jackson brought on with the Indiafts^ 
C^olonel Carroll 6<riicited aad obtained thecoma 
mand of the van, two hundred strong, and was. 
ordered to attack the enemy, Mgn a r^reat, and'- 
thus draw them into open action. His van fenodi^ 
them sheltered by a morass. They were attacked 
and driven from their strong position. As wast 
willed for, this attadi drew on a generad actioD," 
and the Indians were totally routed, with the loss- 
of three hmidred killed. ToCarroU, the post of 
honour was that of danger.-— He rode in front ot> 
his troops, id the hottest of the action, urgiog^ 
Aera on to victory or death. He was fre^eaily^ 
solicited to retire to a greater place €»f secnnty,'; 
ibr the sake of the troops whom he eommaaded,* 
and he«is fre^enttyrefased. His sSgoal services 
were particularly recognised by General' JacksQBy> 
in his official report. 

Having effected its objects, this fo9ce was 4is«* 
banded, and a less numerous one, consistkig ct. 
moiiated gun- men, and a single ccAnpany of artil^^ 
lery penetrated into the^ k^art of the eneutyV 
country. This incursion drew oo several veiy, 
sanguinary conflicts, wherein Cokinel GarroUk: 

Sartook of the greatest- dangers and evinced hMl 
autttless courage and nrifitary skiti^ 
The 22nd of January, 18i4, waj» a day which, 
formed a consfHCuous aera in Ms military careen 
At dawn of day,- General Jackson's forces were-, 
assailed by the savage foe^ who fought with des<^: 
peration and snpported the attack for near aa. 
Jiour. The onsiet was made i^ainst tba^i^ wing 
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«d, aad foiigbt until the enemy were compeliled t^ 
Ifyf. wiien be headed liie fMirsuit* 

Jackfioo's forces .were hcupoured on that d«\y 
mib two attacks from the savages* The ^mallnesa 
of his Buisbersy scarcity of provisions, and the 
necessary details to wait on* tm wpHoded, deter- 
inyied bim tofail back on his strong bol^, at FoJt 
£lti>otlier, upon the Coosee» io await the arrival oJT 
aiiai^ netuforcement which was hastening to liifi 
snpfMNTt^ Apprehensive. of attack in his retro- 
grade moveaaeni, be having made every necessary 
diipbsitimi, coiamttted the command of the rear^ 
which was most eioosed to the eaemy, to Colonel 
CarroUL The army had scarcely taken up its Kne 
ef : march, on the momiog of the 24tb9 ^^^ deaiv 
ed the fortifications, when the rear of the right 
and left columns, and rear giutrd were simultaneh 
OHriy attacked by the sa;vages» m^t furiously^ 
A panic, spread througho!iH his eommatid, and 
Carroll was tad with about 30 men to sustain the 
•conflicts These few exhihited Spartan ^pfx>wes% 
ODtU ihe loss of half their munbers induced \Ww 
briaiw eeomafider to £aU hack 00 a corp^ of af- 
tftlery which bravely, ^tood its groand wiOCvamh 
fcetry. The alrrival of a six-pounder^ charged 
with grape-shot, soon. compelled tlie savages 1^ 
ij fmr shelter Io the adjacent hills, . A reinforce^- 
merrt from ahe advance of tbe retreating arm^ 
enabled Coiotiel CanY>ll to pursuie jihe Indians $l 
oonsideratde dntance. In this conflict the loss 
of the savages was very considerable* 

Tehupeim on the river Talapoosee, next witneas^^ 
ed his deeds of braVery. Here in a position im^ 
oervioiH both by natore and art to artillery ,r the 
lodiaos posted themselves. Jaefcson instabdy de»- 
termiued to storm their in trencfameots. . The Am^' 
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lieaai rushed forward under a heavy fire and can- 
ned the ^breastwork ; this was succeeded by aa 
immediate discomfitinre of the Indians^ who loi^ 
aoconfingto Gen^eral Jacksoi^'s cakuiatioDy.SOO 
in killed, wounded, and prisoners* Asmallpartj 
of the fleeing foe, sheltered by some bruBbwood^ 
impenetrable to musketry, continued to keep up 
a galling fire. Colonel CanroU requested and oh^ 
tained the command of a small detachment with 
which he instantly chained the Indians- with fim} 
bayonets, and routed them. In thijs pencountarf 
he received a flesh wound, but did not leave the 
field of contest. The humUed savages si^ fflf 
peace : the residt was an honourable trealgir^. 
• In the following October, G^eral Jackson ie» 
ceived the appointment of Ma^r-Geueral in thj^ 
regular army of the United States, which vacate4 
the command of the second division of Tennesm 
militia. The field officers of. that division elecM 
Colonel Carroll their Major-General. to suppfy 
the vacancy. A few days after, he received o^ 
^rs from the Governor of Tennessee to repdr 
yrith 3000 men of his division to New-Orleans, i^ 
^ist in the ctefence of that importaiit post, whidi 
was menaced by the British. 

Genend Carroll rendezvoused his troops M 
NashvHIe, on the 14th of November, 1814, afUqr 
which, they were oi^ganized, equipped, and ar* 
rived at New*Orleans, their point of destinatieig 
in 22 days-«-*a distance of 1300 miles. The eoft* 
my had debarked — Cofiee had engaged Uieir adt 
vanced posts, and €reneral Jackson was busi^ 
engaged jn fortifying himself in a most advanr 
^eous position, a kw miles below New-OrleaB% 
ai^ Carroll's arrival. This auxiliary force wai 
greeted with a most hearty welcome. JacksQJi 
had his front supported by a ditch and breast* 
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isft iiy^ a i»ep iWBtap. Tbc enemy in ftitt view «t 
dMirt a mile ^itanee, baid tttroK^ up ample 4e^ 
Inicm; la the inta-vemng pldin 9oine sftngoiaW* 
i^dMliiets «Mk place before the Cnftl dfyconiifr- 

^VOki ^e-Sdth e€ Deceaber the British adfii^ed 
iMi^ eotanms with a show of storming the Ameif^ 
*fett Hues. These were met by General CarroB 
kAitb Ws command, who compelled Aem to wf^ 
0f^ wttfaift their works* in- this afiaar, the loss oF 
Ihe Britisli was v«ry consideraMey whit^' that oF 
Carroll'ft waft 12^ tiilled and 20 woonded. Oa fh^ 
Ist^fid^th Of January, 1815, *e British made 
fimilar attempts on the Ainericaja lines, with Mke 
¥H success. On the morning of the 8th, G<eneral 
¥^tekenham> determined to put his strength ei 
flflad issnte. A Lieutenant-G^eral in rank, the 
Ik^ther^in-law of the fetnoas' WeWngtoo, with 
veteran troops inured to service on the Hesperian 
peninsula, E*^ckenham was sure of' success. In 
fact so eertain was the British government of the 
bsueef this expedition, thatin^ its equipment, it 
#as accompanied by the entire Intended civil de-- 

Ertmenl of the expected conquered provitfeej: 
t, alas ! the frailty of all liuman calculations-^ 
the fates had otherwise decreed; ekiA instead 
of spreadiag desolation anddlstresfr witli his well 
iftnfied myrimdonf, graced with the garlands of 
^ctorious inferay, the pliimed warrior wais deiM- 
tined t^ bite the dust. The eveifing preceding 
«e attack, Packenham, by a deserter, wa» made 
fitconainted wilh Carroll's position in the centre 
^ the American line of dcfeacesy and ad^sed of 
the certainty of their giving way at the first at*- 
teckideienuined to roske them Bustain the heaviMt 
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lof the battle; With Us* best and heaviest colnn^^ 
next iDoroiiig, he advanced against Cai¥(A's divi^ 
sMmi* Within seventy-five yards of the Americmi 
'fines, he bcddly displayed his colamnsi amidst at 
very heavy and incessant fire of artillesy iron 
the Aramcan batteries. The enemy advanced 
with sioiv and regular step to the attack* Cat- 
roll had given positive orders to his troops to re- 
serve their fire until the near approach of ,the 
enemy rendered the work of death certain and 
inevitable. The enemy reached the ditch — Car- 
roll gay^ the word ^ fire," the enemy, strewing 
the ground with the dead and dying, the living 
fled in confusion. Thrice their officers rallied 
and led tg the charge with like success. Although 
the attack was general, the treachery of a deser^ 
ter, led the brunt of the attack against the Ten* 
nesseans. A retreat took place-— the proud con- 
querors of Talavera fled before the raw yeoman- 
ry of the American forests and their brethren '<ia 
arms. The Americans lost about 6 kitted and 12 
wounded, while the loss of the British in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, was 2500, a parallel 
scarcely . to be found in any period of history. 
Among the killed, was the British CommandeiHUi- 
ch)ef. Sir Edwand Packenham, and Major-Gene* 
ral Gibbs: Major-General Keaoe was severelv 
wounded, and a number of fieU, and platoon o^ 
fleers, and only 400 privates out of the 2500, wer^ 
made prisoners. 

Qeaeral Moiigan in this action, having been 
driven from his position by the enemy, on tbe j 
west hajok of the Mississippi, General Jackson, 
who commanded personally in chief on the whole 
American lines, directed General Carroll to pass 
the river, take command of Morgan's detachment 
and dislodge the enemy from their recent con* 
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tfuest. 1b obecBence to orders, he . pasted the 
mer and took cooiiDafid— *He harangued the late* 
d|y cibcomiled tooops who greeted Mm with mp- 
i-planse, while he prooiitied to lead them to desuth 
sor victory. As^they advanced to the attack, in 
^regular order, the enemy retreated precipitately 
-from their new position — ^he replaced them at 

- thmr foftaer posts, repassed the river and resum- 
*ed the command of his own division. 

The British having been totally defeated be«- 

ifore New-Orleans, with unparalleled disparity of 

' loss, retreated to their shipping, and relinquished 

any farther thoughts of subjugating that section 

. ef the United States* Peace was soon after pro* 

.'claimed^-^eneral Carroll, according to orders, 

marched his men* home, and dischai^ed them. 

- On this march he measured his way home with his 
-troops on fioot, sharing equsA fatigue with the 
' lonresl of his soldiers. To bis troops he was kind 
^ .and affectionate, bestowing particular care on the 
t «ick, and attentive to the health and welfare of 
. the whole. On his arrival at home^ he was 
i '^re^ed with unbounded applause by his fellow 

citizens. In the short space of hi« military cai- 

* reer, no one marched to the goal of renown with 

* more rapid strides than himself; agd no man in 
V Ms sphere af^ared more deserving. Of a form 

* athletic, sanguine, and zealous in his dispositioft 
^nd undertaking, he seems capable of surmount»> 

ing the greatest fatigue and hardships. Beloved 

.by his troops, tliey parted from him with regret, 

. and the cahimet of peace now sudSsrs each to re*- 

. pose under his own vine and fig-tree, to enjoy dor- 

isaeitic repose under the banners of freedom. 
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JACOB BROWN. 

The ancestors of General Brown eimgrate4 
irom £ogland with W31iam Penn, in the first, set*^ 
tlemeat of the colony of Pennsylvania, and foe 
successive generations, have .been respectable 
members of the society of Friends, improper] v 
called Qtio^rr. The General was born jn Buck^ 
county, Pennsylvania, a few miles below Trentou 
in New Jei'sey. He received a. plain countrjf 
education, taught a counti'y school in his earl^ 
vears, according to report ; and acquired a know-r 
ledge of surveying, the practice of which art led 
him to emigrate, at the age of 23, to the state ot 
New- York, where he became acquainted with an 
agent who had the direction of a large landed 
concern in the vicinity of the w aters of Lake Onr 
tario. With this man he contracted for a tract of^ 
several thousand acres of land not far from Sack- 
ett's Harbour, and began its settlement in 1799^. 
Bere he resided in the laudable pursuits of agri* 
cultural improvement, beloved and respected. In 
1808 he was. elected a member of the rfew-Tork 
Agricultural and Philosophical Society. His ac^ 
ceptance, in 1809, of a colonelcy (the first milita- 
ry office he ever held) in the lyew-York militia^ 
proclaimed him no longer a member of that re- 
ligious fraternity ta which bii^ family had been for 
ages attached. la consequence. of tlie rage of 
pariv spifitf the appointments made by the iNew^ 
York Council of Appointment, particularly iii 
times of peace, are governed often more by the 
consideration of political influence of the person 
lo be commissioned^ than by Ins capacity to di&^ 
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dbarge thct duties annexed to the station they die* 
sign him to fill. Consideralions of this .nature^. 
BO doubt, induced Colonel Brown's promotion to 
the rank of Brigadier^Geoaral, in 1811, a& he was* 
not led to this«iinportant station by gradation or< 
singular military services. Practices of this kind,« 
while they reflect no dishonour on persons thus: 
appointed, deserve the highest censure, because 
wlMle the elevation is not derived from conspicu- 
ous talents,, it tramples on the rights of seniority: 
in commission. 

It is thus accounted for, that, at the commence-^ 
ment of hostilities on the part of the United Statea 
agaiilst Great Britain, an important frontier of 
the state of New-Tork was found under the mili-. 
tary command of General Jacob Brown. Of the 
first detachment of New-York militia, called into 
actual service 6f the United States, one brigade 
wJEis conimitted to his charge. That the subse- 
quent developement of General Brown's military 
character cannot be ascribed to the wisdom and 
foresight of that body to whom he owed his com* 
mission, the preceding observations will amply 
warrant; hence it is but fair to infer, that his 
subsequent military career is ascribable alone to 
his prowess and talents; perhaps not unaided 
with Executive favour. 

. The general's first command embraced the 
whole line of frontier from Oswego to St. Regis, 
a distance of more than three hundred miles.-— 
Within this line was included the important po^t 
of Sackett's Harbour, the security of which, being 
essential to the success of ulterior operations, con^ 
stHuted the first object of his attention. Hav- 
ing fortified this in the best manner his time and 
scanty means would allow, he reconnoitered in 
person the shores of the St. Lawrence, and> p^^ 



vidtd as far as pcactieaUe, for the defence of ^Mn* 
country. His traosportatioBy a short time after«i 
wards, of a party of four hundred men from Sftdb*- 
alt's Harbour la Ogdensbargb^ maiii£esled fimn' 
ness of purpose and kitrepicb^ of spirit. The 
roads were impassible for baggage and artUery/ 
and the enemy was is undisputed pos^esssionof ' 
die lake and river. On .the suii^ect of a passage- 
by water, there existed but one opinion; an at^: 
tempt at it was considered as.firangfat wi^ des* 
truction. The General, however,- having beois 
ordered to proceed, was beat on'obedtence. fle, 
aecordingly, embari&ed with Us troops in the best 
flotiHa he eotdd provide for the purpose, and, die« ' 
termined to fight his way tluroiigh whatever inighl 
oppose him, arrived in safety at his place of 4ss^ 
tination. . • 

While staliooed at Ogdendxirgk, he ao galM 
and harassed the enelay, in their QSFvicalkn^«f4he • 
St. Lawrence, that, impatient of fiirther annoys 
ance, they fitted out a tbrmidable cxpecihiioo taf - 
his capture or destracdouu The tiumber of men * 
they despatched on thit enterprise was^ upwards ' 
of 600, comnsandedby some of tbehr best offieers^ 
and provided with every thing, deemed necessary-" 
to insure success. The ' Ameriican force of^siNl * 
to them was less than 400- NotwithssrandiDg thtS'- 
vast numerical difference, Genei:^ Brown farcied ; 
the enemy to retreat ^ivcipitately, wiUKConsidep' ] 
able loss in boats and men, not one -of his party * 
having received even a wound. No further at* 
tempts were made to dislodge him during the cotk*" 
tinuaoce at that post. ' ^' 

His term of service having soon afterwardr^^ 

Eired, the General neturnned to his family^ at 
IrownviDe, and resumed his agricultural pursuits.' ^ 
In the spring of 1813, General Bvomt ag^in todi^ 
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4e field, and «n<lQ Mi^r€ was itotnisled wkb'tlie 
defence of Sackett's Uarbmir, tben menaced by a 
swouB attack fren tbeisnemy. 

Ait the regular i^oapg, except about four bun* 
died, wiiov froe^llitir rtceot arnhrat 4Ni the spot| 
were but Ittde beUer tkan fresh recraiti, liad ijeeo 
ttBKMieii trma: the< bariiiour, to ca»operate in. the 
jaedhated redaction of Fort George. Tbe lurm* 
tve of tbe . cattaon bavrng- been carried off to 
caaipMe tbe outfit, for tbe sane tervfce, the bat^ 
tttieaweve Bcarl^r in a dtfaianlkd state. Nor 
caald aagr effioieot aid be derived from the co* 
operatuti of tbe fleet, io as maeh as- that, w^ith 
)&& exception of two. smail tcbooners, was all evk* 
pi»yed iq the espedhmi ij^> tbe lake. In fact^ 
coasidering its exposed situation, and the vital 
importance of the post, Sackett's Harbour had 
b^n, to the a&lcsiisimieot W all mititary • men, 
}eft ia^ most vaprolected and perilous condition. 
To aid in its defence. General Brown embodied, 
with aH practkaMe pronpitnde, a ftw hundred 
nUitia from the -adjacoit district, who bad scarce^ 
ly.arrivedf when the enemy made his appearance* 
Tbe Qeneral's situation waa critical in itself, and 
to . the heart of a soldier trjring in the extreme* 
It w^as his duty to> meet tbe fiore, perhaps- the bay* 
onets of veterans, wkb a hakidfisl of raw, undis* 
cipUned troops;, tnany of them but a few days 
from, the bosom of their families, their domestic 
^elmgs still awake— and tJwir hal)tta of civil tiib 
perfectly unbroken, none of whom having ever 
before faced an enemy in the field. But his oWn 
ftctivity, valoux' and skill, aided by the determine 
ed bitavery of Lietttenant^Colonel Backus, of the 
regular army,mipplied all deficiencies. Ammge- 
tteuts wer€^ niade to receive the enemy with a 
iaad gaUiDg fire at his place of laadiiafj^ 
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^and i^eoMett Ibe^nHmdwitir ini in hb ad- 
▼ance towards the fort. • 

The regiment of United States' troopi were 
stationed in the rear, while General Brown;, fltt 
the headx>f Us new levies, occupied in persovthe 
first post of danger. On the second fire the mifi- 
tia broke and fled in disorder, bat were rdHsd 
again by the exertions of their connnander. 
'During the remainder of the conflict, 'wlwcii wM 
warm, and conliitiled some time with ymrymg sac- 
cess, the presence of the General was every wh^ 
fdt, apphradbig the brave, encouraging the j&ind, 
and rallying the flying, till his eflbrts werenW- 
mately crowned with victory. In ccmsequence of 
the firm front presented by the regulars^ and'the 
judicious ^sposition of a body of miBtia threaten' 
iBg his rear, the enemy without dccompli^Dgliis 
obfect, was oompelled to relinquish the cpnteili 
and retreat in great iiaste, and in some disorder^ 
•to his place of embariuition. 

General Brown, returning once more to privnie 
life* was offered the command of a regiment in the 
regular army. This^ffer, he unhesitatkigly de- 
clined. The acceptance of it would have j^aced 
him below officers whom he might then- commandi 
and, as the regiment was yet to be raised, a coa- 
siderable time m«ist have elapsed before be could 
possiMy have taken the field, in jdain terms, he 
felt himself entitled to a higher rank. Nor was 
it long till' the government appointed him a.B^« 
^dier General in the army of the United States. 

The first service in which General Brown watt 
engaged under his new appointment, was the sn* 
perintendence and direction of the. arrangements 
ibr transporting from Sackett's Harbour/ doigi 
the St. Lawrence, the army commanded by Gen- 
eral Wilkinson, in the autumn of the year ISl^in 
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«lb^.abortfve Expedition for the redu<!tjon of Mon- 
treal. For tiie completion of these arrangemeuts 
Ahnu the tiflie iof their comixiencemeut, only three 
•iroeks were allowed. 

' In the expedition down the St. Tjawrence, and 
•4afJng the course of the wititei* that succeeded, tlie 
jfhti^ and services in which General Brown was 
*^0§aged were of the nftmost importance to the 
r>afiei«itioii« and well-being of the array, and in alt 
of them he aoqnittcd bimsellWith distinguished 
Imputation. 

* In the- wiBter-'of 1813— *4, the enemy having 
-gain^ possession of Foi^t Niagara, and ti^eing in 
''^ooestd^able force on the opposite shore, a deter- 
mination was formed to remove once more the 
-seat of war to -that frontier. Perceiving that the 
.t6aAict would be arduous and sanguinary, and 
^at the master spirits of the army alone could 
^encounler it, with any reasonai)le prospect of sue* 
ce$s, the Executive appointed General Brown te 
4ead the ^atpeditioa.* 

• Geiieral Avm^rong was Secretary of War-^pos* 

^Jiessed gi tbe science Mid the spirit of tht nxKlern art 

^bf Wttr, his niiod ^was occuptect more jo the applica^ 

'4ion of iho enUrgedi plan of « system where iur^ 

;|irroicsmove than 0i> the paittcular modes adapted to 

.3muU armies and regions so exieosive and unsettled : 

Jie pos^»essed.the ambition of great enterprise, but hia 

^miiid appeared to confound the mostoppoidte circuin- 

siance^ apd. to suppose that the aume prirvciplet 

^would apply to every place and every kind of cihar* 

'acter ; the wai t of judgment which may be traced 

perhaps to an undervaluation of men in general, was 

most conspicuous in Im unfortunate choice of men 

U'jfit to execute his designs, ^ his rejection of those 

.who are most fit, or his desire to execute e vpiy thing 

I)imse1f. ' # . 
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The preceding campai^ being, darkened hg, 

disasters, General Brown and his officers were 
fully sensible of the deep stake which both them*, 
selves add their country held od the issue of th^ 
present 

The movements of the army were conducted 
with celerity, silence, and vigour. General Brown 
bad advanced on his march almost to BuffalO|^ 
before it was generally known that he had left 
his encampment at Sackett's Harbour. 

The first achievement of General Brown, oq 
entering the enemy's territory^ was the reduction 

•'••••"" ' ' ^ 

. The greatest disasters arose out of these unfortu* 

nate circumstances. He had - meditated a bold and 
important design— it was to attack Kingston in Can« 
fida ; but his mode of operation was circuitous — bit 
tnpaus (disproportionate — he was wholly unprovidt4 
with means of subsistence to support a successful 
enterprise->*and unfortunate in the choice of a chief 
to conduct it. Perhaps .history offers no example of 
a series of blunders so preposterous and ludicrous,' 
and yet so unfortunate as to their issue and the blood* 
•bed which followed without any other effect. 

With a view to the attack on Kingston, he deter* 
mined that the officer who was to command should 
not b& himself apprized of the service until at tb^ 
moment when he was ordered to execute it. For this 
purpose he issued an order to Brigadier- General, 
Jacob Browny then commanding at Sackett's Bar-, 
hour, for -an attack on Kingston with the force und^ 
his command, and contemporaneously a large body 
of New-York militia were ordered to join Ifiim ; to' 
uct as a reinforcement and to occupy the positioos, 
evacuated by the army carried into Canada. [ 

Enclosed in tAis letter officially addressed to the j 
General, there was another ; this letter was in int. 
liand-writin<i: of the war* minister, and in terms ordef'** 
e4 the General with all his force, excepting onlf i^ 



mLlTAIllr AND NAVAL UERO^S. 81 f 

• . , ♦ . » • • 

t)f Fort Erie, (he garrison of which surrendered 
with biit litll^ resistance. He then declared mar-' 
tial law, and made known his views in a procla- 
mation. 

. No soonrr had the General made the necessary 
arrangemtnts in relation to the occupancy anq 
Security of Fort Ene, than he marched to attacbi 
Ihe enemy, who lay intrenched in his works at 
Chippewa. 

^ On the morning of the 4th July, General ScOtt^ 
#ith his brigade, and a corps of artillery, ad- 
vanced. After some skirmishing with the enemy,* 
^ ; 

Mall guard) to move upon Niagam by forced mar- 
ches ; that the voice of the country exclaimed a- 
gainst its possession by the enemy; and directed it' 
lb be taken at all hazards. He was advised that when 
hfi should reach the valley of Onondaga, about roid- 
iray between Sackelt*s Harbour and T^iagard^ that he 
l^ould here be joined by Colonel Gaines and a numer- 
ous additional force, and artillery and stores. 
^ The General on perusing the order to go against. 
Kibgslon and the enclosure directing his march up- 
on) Kiagara, appears to have overlooked the use that 
li^as hifited rather than ordiered to be made use oL 
^he enclosure was ip fact intefidedto be used as a 
deception on the enemy, and General Brown was 
^pected to contnve some means by w^hich thii 
fetter should be intercepted by* the enemy ; who 
Would thereby be induced to withdraw their forces 
from Kingston to reinforce Niagara and ]^ort Qeor<2;c ; 
and thus prepare the way for the success, of the mas>^ 
ked design upon Kingston. Instead of obeying the 
oVders which were regularly issued from the war de- 
partment. General Brown not conceiving the drift 
of the letter of General Armstrong, which was to 
have fallen intentionally into the hands of the enemy, 
determined to act upon it, regardless of the other. 
He consequently marched his troops to attack Nia- 
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he selected a judicie»us position for the ni^t ; hi> 
right resting on the river^ and a ravine in front ^ 
at eleven at night. General Brown joined him witlf 
the reserve under General Ripley, aiid a corps oF 
artillery, under Miyor Hindman — a field and bat- 
tering train were also bi*ought up ; Grcueral Por- 
ter arrived in the morning,^ with a part of the 
5few-Yorkand Pennsylvania volunteers, and some 
of the warriors of the Six Nations. 
• Early iu the morning of the 5th, the enemy 
attacked the picl^ets ; by noon be showed himseu 
mn the left of the army, and attacked one of the 

•••• •"••'•: ••— T •••»% 

»ara and Fort George. When he reached Onondagra 
Hollow he found no troops there as the letter bad 
promised. He was surprised and knew not what to 
do. Meeting, however,^ with Colonel Gaines shortly 
after by mere accident^ he informed Gaines of bis 
fliltuation and disappointment'. General Brown et^ 
hibited his orders and letter to Gaines who immedt* 
•lely perceiving the intentions of Armstrong, inform* 
ed bim that he ought to have acted upon his orders 
to have contrived to have let the letter fall into the 
'bands of the enemy. Upon this a despMch was sent 
on immediately to General Armstrong apprizing l^tt 
of the blunder. 

The minister of war. to save the chi^ra^cter of a ^ 
iffourite ofiicer«Df the Cabinet, directed an immediate 
change of operation a instead of what he had. in tended* 
and ordered that, the pretended attack on Niagara 
and Fort George, instead of serving only as a russe* 
rfe-^-tt^rff, should become the basis of mililary opera- 
tions for that campaign. To this blunder of a Gen- 
eral and the complacency of a war-minister to screen 
his favourite, is ascribed the useless devastation an^ 
carnage which took place on the Niagara frontier, 
during that sumn^er and autumn ; an event which wW 
long be remembered by the inhabitants of ita vioiDitf« 
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{ickets, as it was returning to camp. Captato 
Veat, who commanded tlie picket^ retired, leav- 
ing a wounded man oa the ground. Captain Bid« 
4le, of the artillery, promptly assumed the com* 
mand of this picket, led it back to the wounded 
man, and brought him off the field. <> 

General Brown very improperly ordered C^p^ 
tain Treat to retire from the army, and ordered 
that his name, and that of another officer, should 
he struck from the roll of the army. 

Captain Treat demanded a Court of Inquiry f 
li was not granted ; but a Court-Martial was or*- 
dered at Fort Erie* The left division of .the army 
marched to Sackett's Harbour soon after, and th^ 
Court was dissolved. 

Captain Treat immediately proceeded to Sack^ 
kt's Harbour, by permission trom Major-General: 
l^ard, and requested another Court*Martial. Map 
joi*-6aneral Brown, on the 5lh of April,«ldl5v 
after the repeated solicitations of Captain TreaA^ 
ifesued an order, organtsiog a Court, consisting of 
Colonel M'F^ly, President ; Lieotenant-Colonel 
Snutb, Major Croker, Maj<H* Bovle, Major Mur*- 
Ittny, MajcM* Cbane, Captain White, members; 
Captain Seymour, supemmnerary ; Lieutenant 
Anderson, I3th regiment. Judge Advocate. 
' The court met, and proceeded on the tri^l thi 
eth April, 1815, at Sackett's Harbour. They 
dosed the investigation on the 8th May, whm 
Captain Treat was honourably acquitted. 

The sentence of the Court was approved by 
Major-Geoeral Brown, and promulgated on tha 
28th June, at Sackett^s Harbotm 
'^ At'4 o'clock, im the afternoon, . (Sieneral^ Porter 
advanced with the volunteers ^nd Undiaors, in oi^ 
Asr to induce the enemy to come feith. General 
Porter's command met ilie ligbt par|jies of tho^ 

18* 
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enemy in the woods. The enemy was driven, 
imd Porter pursued until near Chippewa, whet?e 
he met their whole columA, in order of battle. 
The heavy firing iudoced a belief that 'the entity 
Ibrceof the enemy was* in motion^ and prepared 
for action. General . Scott was ordered to- ad- 
muM^ with bts brigade, and Towsoh^s artillery. 
The General advanced in the most prompt and 
officei^Cke manner, and^ in a few i&inutei, vas 
in close action with a superior force of the eii#- 
iny. By thb time, General Porter's command 
had given way, and fled in disorder, notwith- 
atanding the great exertions of the Gener&d «6 
rally them. This retreat left the left flank «C 
General's Scdtt's brigade greatly exposed. Cap- 
tain Harris was directed," with his dr^oons, to 
»top the iugitives, behind the ravine, fronting the 
^mericaQ camp. General Ripley, with the 21ft 
ipegiment, whkh^iormed pari of the reserve, pass€Kt 
to the left of the cao^p, under c<xver of the woo4> 
to relieve General Sc^tt, by faUingon the enemy's 
right flank, but, before the 21st C€»i:ld ccNvie into 
its position, the line commanded by General Scotl^ 
€k>sed with the enemy. Major ^Jessup^ comm^nd^ 
ing the kft flank battalion^ hiding himself pressed 
in front and flank, and \m men falling, fa&t around 
ium, ordered his bitttalicin to ^*^ support arms^' and 
^iwxAce ;" the ordeF was promptly obeyed, amidsl 
the most deiidfy and destructive iire. Havi0g> 
gained a betier position, he poured oii tiie enemy 
nfirieso galtingy as caused hw to cetire. Th^ 
enemy's, entire line nolnr fell back^ and- continued 
to retreat^ until al the sloping groucid^ descend* 
i0g toward Cia|^wa» wh^ tbfiy br o1d&, and led 
to their works^ 

: General Brown, finding ^ pursuit of the trotpl 
checked by .the .batterit^ of the enemy, prde;^ 
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up hts ordoance, id ordtrr to force the place, by a 
direct attack, but was induced, by the report of 
Major Wood,. at¥JlCaptaiu Austin, who recoonoi- 
^tered the enemy's works, the lateness of the liour, 
and the advice of his officers, to order the forces 
to retire to. c-amp. The American troops, on n# 
occasion, behaved with more gallantry than on 
tlie present. The British regulars suffered defeat 
(mm a number of men, principally volunteers and 
militia, Inferior to the vanquished enemy, in e\e^ 
ry thing but courage ; and the gallant Brown, a 
f^oodsaian, ^^ a soldier of yesterday,'* put at de« 
fiance the military tactics of the experienqed Ma« 
jpr-G^neral Riall. 

, On the 25th of July, General Brown's army 
was encamped above Chippewa, near the battle 
ground of the 5th. The brigade under General 
$cott moved past Chippewa, and halted at Bridge- 
water, in view of Niagara falls. At half past 4, p. 
M» tlie battle was commenced by the enemy. The 
^nemy, being numerically superior to the Ame* 
j|[icaBs, he was able to e^ctend bis line so as to at- 
^mpt to flank. In order to counteract the appa- 
VD^nt view of Qeneral Biall, he was fought in cfe- 
ittchments-n^he was charged 19 column. The ground 
was obstinately contested until 9 o'clock in tlie 
evening, when General Brown decided to storm a 
^attery, wbicb the enemy had on a commanding 
eminence. Colonel Miller commanded on thi^ 
enterprise, which wa» so resolutely entered on, 
that th^ enemy, unable to withstand the charge, 
ijetired to the bottom of Uie bill, and abandoned 
liis^ can^ioi^. The ^nemy now gave way, and wat 
pursued some dist ance^ The American army theQ< 
Retook itself to the securing of prisoners,, ao<L 
.¥riA{»*IS off the wouuded> 
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While the army was thus employed, General 
Drummond arrived with a reinforceirieut to the 
enemy, when he^ unexpectedly to the Americans,^ 
renewed the battle, with a view to recover his can^' 
non. The army, having qu'ckly formed, resiste<{ 
the attack with courage ; and, after a close en- 
gagement, the enemy was repulsed, as he was iijj 
two other similar attempts. The American army 
having effected the removal of nearly all the! 
wounded, retired from the ground a little before 
i&idnight, and returned to camp. 

On the morning after the battle, the Americans^ 
under Cienerals Ripley and Porter, reconnoiterecf 
the enemy, who did riot show any disposition toc 
renew the contest, and then burned the enemy's' 
barracks and a bridge at Chippewa, after which/ 
they returned to Fori Erie. 

The enemy was believed to have lost betweeii 
1200 and 1300 men, including .Ms^or-GeneraiBi^ 
all^ who was wounded, and, with 18 other officerj 
and 150 non-commissioned officers and prlvatei^ 
taken prisoners. The Americans lost— killed, 171 ^; 
wounded, 572^ missing, 117 — ^total 860. . j 

The British force engaged, amounted by their, 
own confession, to 45P0 men, mostly or wholly^ 
regulars, beside a host of Indians ; the American! 
ibrce did not exceed 2800 men, consisting in a 
great proportion of tlie militia of Penn'sylvaniait 
andNew-xork. 

General Brown received two wounds, butcoiK 
tinued to command until the action ended. The 
General iff^as obligedyby theseverity of his wounds,' 
Vb retire from the conamand, which devolved oil; 
General Ripley. i 

In the space, of a few weeks, be was again 'a( 
tjie bead of his army, within the walls ,of Foft 
£!rie. In the interiin the troops in that fortress 
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kad been much harassed and pressed by the eii^ 
emy, novv becoiue superior in a still higher de-? 
gree by reinforcements', and exasperated to mad- 
ness by their late defeats. An assault of the 
works had been attempted, but was gallantly' re- 
pelled by the American forces then under the 
com^maud of General Gaines. Not long after* 
^ards, that ofE<*er received a serious woond from 
t)ie bursting of a shell, which obliged him to re- 
tire, for a time, from service. 
- Menaced in front by a powerful enemy, and 
having a river of dilCcult passage in their rear, 
the troops in Fort Erie began to be considered 
in a very perilous situation ; but while General, 
Drummond was engaged in formidable arrange- 
ipents inteixded for the destruction of the Amen* 
can forces, Genera] Brown was still more Actively 
employed in devising means for their safety and 
giory. 

. By the middle of September, Ihe enemy bad 
pearly completed a line of batteries to command 
t}ie fort, which, when in full operation, would 
^ave rendered th^ position of the Americans at 
least unsafe, if not untenable. On the 17th of 
September^ the day before thfe fire from the batte* 
ijes was to commence^ General Brown made a 
sortie, not in the form of a '' night attack," of 
which a distinguished British officer had so bitter- 
ly complained, but in the face of day^ drove the 
enemy from his strong hold with tlie loss of more 
than eight hundred men, spiked his cannon, «hd 
destroyed his works. 

: Shortly after the destruction of his works^ 
General Drummond retreated from before Fort 
iirle, and fell back on Fort George, leaving the 
American army in security and repose. The 
•baflict In that quarter being *i?ow apparently ^ 
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an end, Crenaral Brown was transferred from the* 
Niagara frontier to the coramand of Sackett's 
Harbour. 

After the war was ended, and the army redu- 
ced to a peace establishment, General Brown wa$' 
retained in service, an(| was intrusted with the; 
command of the Nortl>em Military District. 

In some of the movements of his army on the' 
Canada frontier, General Brown has been accus- 
ed of betrayiog an ignorance of military affairs,' 
ill-suited to his station, and an obstinacy of dispo- 
tttlon which only yielded to those whom be con^ 
ceived to be armed with executive favour and £U^ 
perior knowledge. 

The treatment of General Brown to Captain 
Treat subjected him to a great deal of censure. 
His correspondence with Commodore Chaimeej) 
ttd bis conduct in regard to General Ripley^, 
did not contribute much to raise him in the esteeift 
of those gentlemen. In fine, bis career has beeii 
brilliant, chequered with bravery, a little fault, 
l(ome vanity, and much good conduct. That bis 
errors were so few, is matter of applause to him^ 
When his rocket elevation to command, without a 
pre^ous knowledge of the elementary principles 
of military science is considered ; and what if 
ttore astonishing, is, that an experienced adver-' 
sary should outweigh him in the commission of 
error. The General is certainly an exception to 
the rule which requires regular military education 
to complete the .Commander. Had he lived under- 
«ome of the monarchs of Europe, he would very 
probably have to select between a return to f'* 
farm, and a lieutenancy of regulars. It beloi 
to republics to develope and reward personal n 
ritf When the people become party in a jv 
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citizen is esteemed acccordiag to his intrin- 
|lue : under absolute governtne^nts the people 
iphatically but a swinish muhitude. 



MAJOR-GENEHAL 

ANDKEW JACKSON. 

[IS gentleman is ot Irish ancestry. His 
Ifather partook of thfl fatigues and dangers 
ie army of King William, at the siege of C^r- 
Vrgus, an eventful period in English and Irish 
fy. His youngest son Andrew, with his wife 
Jtheir two sons emigrated to South Carolina, 
ie year 1765, and purchased a farm forty-five 
^s from Gambden, in the then Waxsaw settle- 
m&l^, where Major- Generid Andrew Jackson was 
hdfm on the 15th of March, 1767. In early infan- 
cy he lost his father, in consequence of which his 
elder brothers received merely a common school 
education, because of the small patrimony : the 
youngest, Andrew, was placed at an academy at 
the Waxsaw meeting-house, under the care of a 
ilr. Humphries, where he received the rudiments 
o( a libera] education, his mother designing him 
for the ministerial ijffice. The revolution which 
ended in the emancipation of his country from 
British thraldom having begun, his studies were 
interrupted by the ravages of a ruthless enemy, 
who made an incursion into that quarter of his 
native state. Consequently, with his brother Ro- 
bert, by his mother's permission, he joined the 
American army at fourteen years of age. His el- 
dest brother had previously pursued the same 
isourse, and died of beat axxd fatigue at the battle 
^f Stono. 
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The. $uperiorit7 of the Britigh, in numbers anil 
discipline, caused the Aruericaus to retire iuto 
North Carolina, froin which they returned ta 
South Carolina in small parties, after they had 
learned of the crossing the Yadkin by the Britishi 
under Cornvval^s. Lord Rav^don vvastheaia 
possession of Cainbden, and had desolated the wff^ 
rounding country. 

In the attack upon the Waxsaw settlers after, 
their return, a party of the British under a Major 
Coffin captured the two young Jacksons by 9k 
niiss'de'gtLerre^ While prisoners, both were 
wounded severely with swords by two British 
officers, for refusing to perform menial services 
required of them. The wound of Andrew was in 
his left hand, that of his brother on his head, 
which terminated his existence shortly after their 
exchange, which took place a few days befoce 
the memorable battle of Cambden. Worn dowa 
with grief and affliction, his mother expired sliort-s 
ly after, near Charfeston, leaving Andrew an yn- 
protected orphan then confined to a bed of sick- 
ness, which had nearly closed his sorrows and his 
woes. 

After his recovery he did not again join the 
army, but spent without restraint a part of his pa- 
trimony before reflection had warned him of the 
consequences. Finding howevw that his exert 
tions alone were to waft him througb the tumul- 
tuous sea of life, he returned to his studies at 
JVew Acquidtion, near Hill's iron works, under a 
Mr. Mc. Culloch. Here he completed his aca- 
demic course as far as the place in which he lived 
and his limited means uould permit. Having 
relinquished all thoughts of the clerical profession, 
in 1784, at the age of eighteen, he repaired to 
S alisbury, North Carolina, and studied law undet 
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I^H^Se Mc. Kay,' Esq. and afterwards utfder Col- 
M^l John Stokes.' In the winter of 1786, he 
was licensed to plead at the bar, and remained 
at' Salisbury until I78d, when he accompanied 
JktAge Mc. Nairy, to the state of Tennessee. Al- 
fbough it was his intention to have returned, be 
^9^93 so well pleased with the place, that he deter- 
mined to make Nashville his future residence* 
Here the road to preferment was open and plain, 
and his industry and application to business, soon 
|iaved the way for his futute elevation. He was 
«bveral years attorney for the district wherein he 
t^sided. The frontiers of Tennessee were much 
kidebted to liis energy and patriotism fpr defence 
i^ahistthe remorseless depredations of the sava'-^ 
.ges. When that section of the United States, 
Was about to be admitted a separate member of- 
the federative body, in 1796, he was chosen a 
in^mber of the Convention for the formation of 
the State Constitution. The same year he was 
elected one of the Representatives in Congress 
from Tennessee, and in the following year, th© 
Legislature of that state appointed him one of 
their Senators in the Senate of the United States. 
This situation he i-esigned in 1799. He succeed- 
ed Major-General Conway in the command of 
tiie militia of that state which foi^med but one di- 
vision. He retained his commission of Major- 
General of militia, until May, 1814, when he wa^ 
appointed to the same rank in the army of the 
United States* Immediately after he resigned hiff 
seat in the Senate of the United States, he was 
appointed to a seat on the bench of the Supreme 
Court of the state of Tennessee. This he like- 
Wise held but a short time, and retired to an ele- 
gant farm about 'ten miles from NashviUey <>ir 
Ciumberland river. 

VOL. II. 19 



Jt3e BIOOIUPHT OV AMURICAR 

The clouds which hovered over the p<Aticai 
tiorlzon of America, for some years, at last burst 
furiously into a tornado, and war was declared 
by the American government, against Great Bri- 
tain on the 18th of June, 1812, in order to a- 
venge itself of the manifold injuries heaped- updB' 
its citizens from a spirit of commercial jealousy by 
the British crown, during its long and unjustifia- 
ble contest with France. His military talents on*' 
folded themselves in the various occasions he had 
to inflict chastisement on the tawiiy sons of the' 
forest, for disturbing the repose of the frontier 
settlemeBts. • 

Congress having passed two laws in the year 
fS12, authorising the President of the United 
States, to accept the services of fifty thousand 
rolunteers, General Jackson addressed the militia 
of his division ^on the subject, and twenty-five^ 
hundred with himself ^t their head, tendered their* 
services to their country. 

This being accepted in November of the same 
jrear, he was directed to descend the Mississippi 
with this force, for the defence of tlie lower coua- 
%ry which appeared to be menaced. 
^ The troops accordingly rendezvoused at Nash- 
ville on the iOth of December, ready to proceed 
to the object of destination,. The weather was* 
Sttthat time severe and the ground covered witi 
^now. However they began to descend the (Mrio 
on the 7th of January, and faaviiig reached the 
Mississippi, they descended to Natchez, where his 
orders directed him to halt Imd wait for further 
instructions. He encamped his troops on a heal* 
thy spot, two miles from Washington, Mississippi 
territory. Here he received an order froid the 
War Department, dated January 5th, direCtiog 
jhiiil X^ di;$aujK3 then in coaseqjKilce of Ihe cause 
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Ceasij^ w.bkh called forth their services in that 

Suarter, and directing him to deliver over to 
eoeral Wilkinson, the United States' command- 
ing officer m that section, all the public property 
in his possession. At this time he ' had one hun^* 
dred and fifty mevk on his sick list, fifty-six of whom 
were confined to their beds» This, with the low 
stale in which many were in, with regard to their 
finances, and the promise he had. made their rela* 
tioBs to act the father to them, determined him 
not to obey so inopolitic and so unjust an order^ 
a». Aat which had emanated from the Secretary 
at War, the author of " the Newbui gh Letters,'^ 
so famed as the stickler- for " soldier's rights," of 
wluch determination he made the Wap Department 
duly acquainted. 

« Ad attempt was made at this time to eplist men 
from his corps for the regular army, which he to- 
Idiiy prohibited, determining to carry with him 
such of the United §tates' property as was neces- 
sary for the return of his forces to their original 
^lace of rendezvous prior to their discharge. 
.His resolve to disobqy his instructions from the 
War Department respecting the discharge of his 
men at that distance from their homes, he com* 
ibunicated to his field officers whom he had con- 
voked for the purpose ; and notwithstanding 
tiieir assent three of his Colonels, Martin, All- 
com and Bradley, with some platoon ofiicerS| 
vjeiled with the mantle of night, retired into con- 
clave, the result of whose deliberations was, a re- 
eommendation to him of an immediate discharges 
M his troops in compliance with his orders. This 
duplicity of conduct he treated with the indigna- 
tion he conceived it merited. 
, When once, taken, his resolution wa$ as unaU 
teraUe as the laws of the Medes and Persians* 
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^otwitkstaildifng the remonstrative letter of Gew^ 
€i*al Wilkinson, General Jackson ordered .the 
quarter-roaster to furnish the means necessarj 
to convey the sick and baggage of bis army badk 
to Tennessee. Seeming to com^riy, the quarten- 
4naster procured eleven waggons, but on tbe day 
allotted for the troops to commence their retoni 
march, he came forward and discharged Ibem 
-all, in order to defeat the General's intention, l^^ 
wliich it was judged the regular army mi^t pre- 
4:ure a multitude of recruits. General Jacickoii, 
however, seiied upon the wagons ere they left 
bis encampment, and thus frustrated a design tlie 
qukrter-raaster had in view ; of which disappoioi^ 
ment the latter informed -General Wilkinson fagr 
express. 

H^ arrived with his troops at Nashville^ ift 
May following, when he dfsba^ed them accord^ 
ing to order, with the exception of place, and tA^ 
vised the President of the United States, of the 
course be had pursued and his reasons tfa^^or. , 
On the march he deprived himself of the com- 
forts allotted his rank for the benefit of the «ck. 

Their repose was but of short duration. The 
-Creek Indians between the Chatahoochee aad 
Tombtgbee rivers began to manifest strong synp 
tom^s of a hostile conduct towards .their white 
-neighbours in the United States, and this was by 
no means allayed by the conduct of the Northein 
tribes who at the instigation of Great Britaii% 
were preparing to " let slip the dogs of wai^' on 
the frontier settlements of the United States. 

At this time there appeared among the Shawa- 
nees an impostor calling himself " the Prophcl,^ 
^'ho, at the instigation of British agents, XO'gei 
the various tribes to lift the tomahawk, and no tofl^ 
ger smoke the calumet of peace. Tbe brotk^ 
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"tff tUs vilfa^ii, named Teeomseft, was sent to the 
Southern Indians to- excite a like hostile temper^ 
'1£o ^ect these' objects every artifice wliich du- 
plicity and cunning could surest was resorted 
■iOj and the success of these machinations was 
evidenced in- the manifold crueldes .exercised on 
4liose whom chance or the fortune of war threw 
into their way. On the decrepitude of old age 
mv the imbecility <^infhncy, alike did the savages 
display their hellish refinements in torture and 
death. At first these intrigues .were veiled in 
«iecresy; and the garb of deceit was first thrown 
Asid« at Fort Mimms on the 30tfa of August^ when 
-Ibe savages having provided themselves with arms 
W£kd anHBunition' from the Spaniards at Pensaco*' 
la, slaughtered in the most cruel and ferocious 
joanner » nearly three hundred men, women and 
^duldren, who bad fled tliither for safety, seventeea 
-only escaping to bear the doleful tale to the United i 
States. 

The news of the massacre at Fort Mimras elec* 
trified, as it were^ the whole state of Tennessee 
to avenge their murdered brethren. The Legisla* 
iure of that state enacted a law, authorising the: 
^tate Executive to call into . actual service 3500 
militia for the purpose of carrying devastation and 
^be sword into the heart of; the Creek country, 
anc] appropriated :s$300,000 for their equipment 
and support* The Creeks were divided into two 
parties; the war party prevailed, and the other had 
to look to the United States for^ protection. The 
wai* party had gathered'a 'formidable bedy, and 
were directing thei^r course towards the frontiers, 
of Tennessee, when the Governor of that State 
tssiuM his order to General Jackson to call out 
imniediately 2000 militia, to rendezvous at Fay-^ 
^teviHe, Jackson^ at this time^ was confined ijM. 

19* 
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consequence of a fractured arm received in a duel 
A short time before. 

- Notwitl^standing this, be with alacrity cbejed 
the call. 'He ordered Colonel Coffee with bis ca^ 
.valry, 500 strong, and mounted riflemen, to pror 
ceed with all speed to HunfsviUe, in order to cover 
the frontier until the intantry could come up. 
A part of this latter force was composed of^he 
volunteers whabad descended the MississipfH mUk 
Jackson the preceding seaton. The 4th of Octo* 
ber was the time appointed for their 'assemblage^ 
•The General had not sufficiently recovered Aom 
his wound when the day for assemblage arrived^ 
He consequently addressed them on the subfect 
of the campaign through the medium of his aid^- 
Major Reid, 

His first care was the establishment of strict and 
wholesome regulations in camp, which he caused 
to be rigidly observed. 

The greatest obstacles he encountered in Hm 
campaign proceeded from the contractor's de- 
partment, the direction of which he was obliged 
to change more than once. 

The friendly Creeks acted in unison and serv- 
ed as spies in conveying information regarding the 
situation of the war party. The Ten Islands 
seemed to be their place of rendezvous, wd to 
this place was the march of the army directed. 
They had reached almost to the Coosa river, and 
as yet, the East Tennessee troops had not formed 
a junction. On the march, the 2Sth October, 29 
prisoners of both sexes and all ages were brought 
into camp, from lAttafiicheej (a town on the head 
of Oanoe Creek, which empties ioto the CoosaA* 
by a detachment of 200 cavalry, under C<Aotm 
Djfer, despatched for the purpose. Failures ^ 
contracts continued to obstruct the march of tbfr 
army. 
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Jb the begiaaing of November, General Jack- 
son learned from some prisoners and negroes 
broi^bt in, tbat the enemy were posted in force 
at Tallttfihatchee, distant about 13 miles on the 
iKiutb banks of the Coosa. General CoiTee with 
41 body of 900 men was sent to dislodge them. 
This service he completely effected, having killed 
166, and taken 84 women and children prisoners, 
«i^ the loss of five killed and forty-one wounded. 
JUS dead being buried, and his wounded taken 
care of, he joined the main army the same evening. 
General Jackson took the necessairy steps to 
•create a depot at the Ten Islands, on the north 
4ode of the Coosa, supported by strong picket* 
lug and a chain of ,biock-houses. He - then de- 
signed to descend the Coosa to its confluence with 
tfa^ Tallapoosa, near which he was informed the 
javages were in force. The army exerted their 
. strength in hastening the execution of the Gene?> 
-sal's design, and the works were dignified with the 
same of " Fort Strather." On the 7tb of Decem* 
i inetf in the evenings he was advised of a hostile 
force collected about thirty miles below, who me«> # 
ditated an attack on Talladega, in which the 
fciendly Indians were shut up, momently expectr 
jug an aissault. 

. Notwithstanding the disappointment he expert-- 
«nced from the jealous conduct of General Cocke^ 
who was of equal grade with himself, General 
J^ackson moved his force judiciously to attack the 
lenemy, in their then position, before they at- 
tempted an assault upon the friendly Creeks, orv 
f by a circuitous- movement, could steal upon his 
• ~ i#ncampment at Fort Strother. Arrived in the 
; i^iiiity of Talladega, every disposition of force 
was made to insure victory. The attack began.. 
'The savage foe wais routed, and victpry was corns- 
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plete. The force of the enemy was 1080, of vrhQis 
299 were left dead on the field of battle— ^naay 
were killed in the flight^ and few escaped unhurt 
There were not less of them than 600 put hon <fe 
eombaty while the Amdricaas lost only 15 killed 
and 80 wounded, several of whom died 9&»t* 
wards. 

To detail the difficulties General Jacksoii.had to 
encounter in providing sustenance for his troop^^ 
in quelling mutinies, resulting from deprivalioos, 
and in surmounting difficulties, springing from the 
jealousies of rival officers, would too far exceed 
the- limits of this work, which consequently con* 
lines the writer to a brief sketch of the more im* 
portant transactions of his life. It is sufficient to 
mention, that the ccmduct of General Cocke to 
weave for himself a distinct* chaplet for his owH. 
brow, was deleterious to the public service, and 
in a great degree marred the operations of Gen^ 
eral Jackson, who, if well seconded, by his coni* 
tractors and the troops under the General from 
East Tennessee, would have- inflicted an early 
castigation, greyer by far thsm they experienced 
at Talladega, and have put a speedy terminatioa 
to the Creek war. Thus would many valuaUt 
lives have been saved to families and to the Stated 
which were immolated 09 the altar of a mean and 
jealous ambition^ Wherever the General met tfat 
foe he was triumphant — ^his troops were brav^ 
but they were neither just to theil* own fame nor 
to their- country, for whose sake patriotism. cried 
aloud for the greatest sacrifices. 

At the battle of Talladega the Hillabees werfc 
the most distinguished sufferers, shortly after which 
they sued for peace. General Jackson was dit^ 
^osed to comply with their wishes, provided the 
iBStigators of thy» war/ the property ioA prisoofrt' 
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lab^iifroin (he Americans and friendly CJreeks,. 
4Uid tbe murderers of the citizens of the United 
States, at Fwt Mimn»» were given up. On the^ 
nomiQg that Jackson^s despatch was written to 
Ciaaeral Cocke, informing of the proposition of the 
HtUabees, General White, acting under Cocke's 
lorders, had attacked a Hillabee town, killed 60,, 
and^made 256 prisoners. This even,t procrasti- 
4}aied the Creek war, for not one. of the remainder 
^ the« Hillabees were afterwards known to ask for 
cpiarter^ but fought until death terminated thek 

<Mrag^le. 

-: AAer encountering all the difficulties which re» 
.«aUed Arom the mutinous disposition of his other*^ 
vise brave and patriotic troops .who returned 
^me, he, on the 2d of January following re-^ 
cmvedan accession of 850new troops, offipered 
.by^men of their own choice. The difficulties re^ 
^peeling the command of these by General Coffee 
iKider Jackson being a(^usted, the army, less than 
•WO strong, began its march fropa Fort Strother^ 
^r Talladega, where were collected about 200 
friendly Cherokee and. Cre^ Indians. These 
iiSarded an aggregate army of about 1 000 men, 
JNidly armed and as badly equipped, with which 
^aekson was to invade the hostile Creek territory, 
4hBi be might create a divertion in .favour of Gen- 
eral Floyd, who \yas advancing with the forces 
from Geoi^ia. It was thought about this time 
that the information was correct, that the war- 
ritor« from fourteen towns, near Tallapoosee, were 
to unite their strength and attack Fort Armstrong. 
Arriving at Talladega, General Jackson received 
•ddvice fw>m the Commander, of Fort Armstrong 
^at that post was menaced. 
• Falling on some trails on the 21st of January, 
<€i«»ar^ Jackson discovered by his spies, that the 
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"^emy was not three miles distant. At the daVMI 
of the 22d, the savages commenced a Ainous at<^ 
tack on the American left, nnder Cotonel Higgin», 
which bore the brunt of the action. In half anr 
hour the Indians .were routed and chased tw^. 
miles from the field of battle. The defeat was^ 
complete. The loss of the Americans was oifly 
^\e killed and twenty wounded. This was fougbf 
at an Indian town called Emuckfaw. Having re« 
turned from the pursuit of the routed enemy, Ge*-* 
neral Jackson despatched General Coffee with 408 
men to destroy the Indian encampment, if not too' 
strong. Having reconnoitred its position, hejiK 
dlciously i*eturned to the main body without mab^ 
ine an attack. 

lu less than an hour after his return to camp^: 
the savages commenced an attack, by way of 
feint, on Jackson's right, which gave Gener^^ 
Coffee the chance of fighting them in equal com^^^^ 
bat The conflict lasted about one hour, witiM 
nearly the same loss, • when, by means of a fein^- 
fbrcement from General Jackson, the Indians' 
were defeated. General Coffee was severely 
wounded, but continued to fight while the battle 
lasted : In the mean time Jackson's whole force 
was attacked^ which terminated ia the overthrow^ 
of the savages;. This was called the second bat««' 
tie of Emuckfaw. 

Jackson prepared litters for his. wounded and 
commenced his return to the Ten Islands, taking 
every precaution to prevent the savages from at* 
tacking by surprise. The ne^t day, (January 23^)- 
however, as he was crossing a Creek at a place 
called Enotichapco, the savages began another 
battle, and the confusion that ensued by giving-' 
way of part of the American force, had nearly 
proved fatal to them. The savages were, how^ 
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r, by the i*esolute bravery of a part of the Ame- 
ricans, totaHy <iefeated. The whole American 
lei^lnthe several conflicts fought during tbese 
two days, was 20 killed and 15 wounded. Tlie 
loss of the Indians was more than 200 who never 
i^turned from battle. 

I Gceneral Jackson, having transported bis camp 
equipage and provisions down the. Coosa river, 
directed his volunteers and company of artillery 
4o be marched home and honourably dismissed. 

• On the 3d of^February, the Governor of Ten- 
Qessee (Blount) issued his order for a detachment 
of 2500 militia of the second division to rendez* 
'^QVLS on the 28th of the same month, for three 
months' service, in conformity to a law of Con- 
gress. General Cocke, brought, by requisitioi^ 
4bout 2000 men from West Tennessee, badl v arm- 
€sAi, and at the same time pursued a highly dis- 
honourable and disgraceful line of conduct, to^ 
produce the failure of the campaign. Jealous of 
another's fame, envy was the fiend that meanly 
lurked in his bosom. 

-. Colonel Williams arrived at camp with 600 
j^n badly armed. General Johnson with hts 
brigade arrived on the 14th of February. Geue^ 
ral. Doherty, from East Tennessee, had arrived^ 
And Jackson found himself at the head of a raw 
and undisciplined army of 5000 men. To repress 
a spirit of mutiny, which exhibited itself in times 
of scarcity and inactivity, an example was be- 
come necessary. A private of the name of John 
Wood had manifested a mutinous disposition,, was 
t^ken into custody, Court-Martial called, and 
sentenced to be shot. This was rigidly executecj, 
and it produced the happiest consequt-nces. 

The infamous conduct of General Cocke, i* 
tBdeftvouring to .produce the disaSection of Gene* 
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ral Doherty's brigade, in order to defeat the trt^*- 
ject of the campaign, induced General Jackson to' 
issue orders to Deherty, to seize and send to Fort 
Strother, every officer, regardless of rai^, who* 
should be guilty of exciting mutiny in camp. 

Apprehensive of consequences, Cocke timely' 
retired, and escaped punishment. 

Colonel Dyer was about this time, despatched^ 
with 600 men to the head of Black Warrior, to* 
disperse any Indians that might be in force in that- 
quarter, and otherwise cut oiftheii^supplies of the 
army. After eight days march along the baalffl' 
of the Cohowba, the detacliment retnrned to camp. 
They had fallen in with a trail, but discovered u»' 
«nemy. * 

Having dismissed all invalids and troops badl? 
•equipped, General Jackson commenced lus marcfi 
for Fort Strother, on the 14th of March am m^' 
rived on the 21st at the mouth of Cedar Creek, 1 
on the site of Fort Williams. Here be left Briga- 
dier-General Johnson, with an adequate force for- 
the protection of the fort, and eight days provi- 
sion ; and began his march on the 24 tb, for the 
Tallapoosa, by way of Emuckfaw, in order to 
dislodge the' Indian encampment, near the Oak- 
fusky villages, which had been surveyed and left 
unattacked by General Cofiee on the 22d of Janu- 
ary last, on account of its strong position On- 
the 27th, after fifty-two miles march, -he arrived at 
the village of Tohopeka. Here the Indian^ were 
strongly posted at the Horse-shoe, and it was ne-* 
cessary to dislod(^e them. The dislodgem.ent wa« 
efi*ected with great skill and bravery. Thi5 bat- 
tle was the death blow to the hopes of the savage 
war-party. So bloody was the conflict, that on-* 
!y four savages surrendered prisoners, with 800 
women and children. Some few escaped, but th^ 
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generally met death with a bravery becoming a 
better cause. Jackson's loss was, iticliiding the 
Iriendty Indians, 55 killed and 146 wounded, 
tiavipg accomplished the object of his march, 
he returned with bis troops unmolested, to Fort 
•Williams. He paraded his army On the 2d of 
April, and delivered then a most pertinent address 
4>n^'?'destruction of the Tallapoosee confederacy. 
Cearning that the savages had collected in force 
at fiolthlewalee, apt far from a place called the 
.Hickory Ground, he left his sick and wounded at 
the fort under command of Brigadier-General 
Johnson, and began his march with all his dispo- 
sable troops on the 7th of April, to attack the ene- 
.my at Hoithlewalee, and to eBect a junction with 
the North Carolina troops under General Gra- 
•liam, and the Georgia troops under Colonel Mil- 
ton, wIk) were advancing on the south of the Tal- 
lapoosee. Owing to the rains, which occasioned a 
swell in the creeks, he did not reach the place of 
attack until the enemy, being apprized of his ap- 
.proach, had fled, leaving him nothing but an emp- 
ty Village, which a part of his army, who had pass- 
ed the creek, destroyed. This was on the 13th, 
. and on the next day he formed a junction with the 
Georgia troops. 

About this time, the head warriors of the tribes 
.« settled ou the Hickory Ground, and sued for 
peace. The General required as a proof of their 
r sincerity, tliey should remove and settle in the 
rear of the army and to the north of Fort Wil- 
liams. In the mean time, detachments were sent 
.put to scour the country in various directions. He 
. then proceeded with the army lo the site near the 
. mouth of the Coosa, where Fort Jackson was to 
^ be built. Weathersford, the principal of actors in 
.the massacre at Fort Mimms, presented bimseli* 
VOL. a. 20 
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Toluntary before General Jackf on, as a supplicant 
Tor peace, and behaved with the dignity of a fal- 
len hero, which would grace the character of a 
oian in the most civilized ages of any nation or 
country. Determined not to be outdone in mag- 
nanimity, Jackson suffered him to depart, leaving 
It optional with himself to make good his j^rofes- 
sions for peace, or collect the scattered reni|^nt 
of his nation to prosecute the war. He at the same 
time infornied him that., ghoul<4he prefer the lat- 
ter, if taken in arms, his life should pay the for- 
feit of his crimes. 

General Pinckney arrived on the 20th of April, 
and took upon himself the command* 

Having accomplished the object of the cam- 
paign by the total destruction of the confederacy 
and re-establishment of peace. General Pinckney 
directed the return of the west Tennessee troop* 
*to their hon^s, and can'sed seven hundred and 
'twenty-five men from General Doherty's brigade 
from east Teniiessee, whose time of service had 
'not nearly expired, to be detailed for garrisoning 
the line of forts. Four hundred men bad been 
left to garrison Fort Williams. Tbe country had 
l>een scoured for fugitive savages — Jackson pro^ 
ceeded with the remaind4?r of his troops on bis 
aaarch bome, crossed Tennessee river, reached 
camp Blount near Fayetteville, and. discharged 
his troops from further service. 

The diispersed war party had tal^en refuge 
within the Floridas, particulaiiy at Pensacola. 
^n consequence of the resignation of G«neril 
'Hampton, General Jackson received a commission 
from the War Department, dated 22d May,- con- 
stituting him a Brigadier- General and m^or^ 
* General by brevet in the regular army ofnhe Uni- 
ted States. €[ieiieral Harrison shortly after -re- 
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^gned, and -lie was appointed a IVLyoc-GeQ^ral^ 
to supply the vacancy. He was. directed bsr bin 
goverauient lo open a treaty with the ladian^, 
for which purpose be arrived at the Alabame^ 
with a siiiall retiime, on the 10th of July, and on 
the 10th of August effected the execution of ai 
treaty highly satisfactory to the United States. 

la coaseqiience of a deviatioq from the strict 
laws of neutrality by the Spanish' Governor of 
West-Florida, in the aid and succour he afforded 
the hostile Indians, General Jackson turnec^ hi» 
«,ttention towards Pensacola. Three hundred £n* 
glish tropps had laaded and were forttfying theni>» 
S:elves at the mouth of the Apalachicola. Thej^ 
were also employed in instigating the ravages ta 
further acts of hostility. Of this fact the Genera} 
became acquainted on his way to the Alabama^ 
and despatched information of the fact to his gov-n 
eJToment. On his arrival at Fort Jackson he used 
all diljg«>ce ta nyake hii^self fully acquainte4 
with the state of affairs with the Spapicjtr;ds, Ei|^ 
gli&h, and Savages. Oa account of th^ p4^x:fidiou$ 
coaduct of the Governor of Pensaeola, heopene4 
a correspondence wij.h that officer, who expose^ 
the duplicity of his demeanour in the imbecility 
of his logic. Having disposed of affairs at Fort 
Jackson, be started next day for Mobile. Ii| 
ironsequence of the storn^ which he was sati&6ed 
was gathering; ia that quarter he lost no time in 
{Miiting the country in as good a posture of de- 
fence as his limited means would admit. His 
whole disposable force of the United States' 
troops consisted of the 3d and pai-ts of the 44th 
and 3dth. The patriotism of the people of 
X^nnessee was again to be tested^ Geaeraji 
Coi9ee was written to by Colonel Butler, to ^dr 
vanec a9 spe€(}iW as possible with aU the mountr 
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%d troops he could collect. The Colonef wfto 
bad receiTed the request at Nashville on the 9th 
of September, was to follow with all the volun- 
teers he could procure, with the least possible de- 
lay. Id fourteen days, Captains Baker and But- 
ler arrived at Mobile with two companies of new- 
ly enlisted regular troops ; and the Tennessee 
troops commenced their march with alacrity and 
spirit. • 

The arrival at Pensacola, of Colonel NichoUs 
with a small British squadron, the aftack on Fort 
Bowyer, at which the British were valiantly re- 
pulsed by one tenth of their « numbers, and their, 
reception by Governor Marquinez, at Pensacola, 
after their repulse, determined General Jackson 
to proceed against that capital. 

General Cofiee arrived with his brigade, con- 
sisting of 2800, at the Cut-off, a place above Fort 
St. Stephens, and was visited in his encampment 
by General Jackson on the 26th of October. One 
thousand of the brigade engaged as mounted 
men, on account of the difficulty of subsisting 
cavalry, without murmur, dismounted, and left 
their horses behind, to serve as infantry. 

The British and Spaniards, divining the inten- 
tions of Jackson, made every disposition for the 
defence of Pensacola. The American army, 3000 
strong, took up their line of march on the 2d of 
November and encamped before it on the 6th, 
Determined to dislodge the British from that 
post, he previously demanded of Governor Mar- 
quinez, an explanation of his conduct. The flag 
beariog the demant) was fired upon and the offi- 
cer returned. The British flag, the day before 
the attack, waved on the ramparts in unison with 
the Spanish — the following day the Spanish wav- 
^d alone to protect a foe of the JJnited States wt- 
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tier it$ di^iaixlly baoii^s. Subsequent commu*' 
Oicatioos took pl^cQ; tbc^ Governor lodged ^H his 
fiSHilts on the shoulders of bis Englkb firieods. 
FrcHiak th^ deceptions behaviour of the Span- 
iards, no reliance was to be placed on their 
^ofessionSy and it became necessary to use force. 
The {dace was taken-^the British driven away — 
the Spaniards huaibled^-*the Barraneas forts four- 
teen miles distant, conimanding the harbour, 
blown up by the British. The blowing up of the 
Barraneas was agreat mortification4o t^3 Span- 
iards, ^nd^ at. the same time,, defeated General 
Jackson's object of retaining possession of the 
li>wn and. fortifications, until the pleasure of his 
Goyernment should l>e made known, as he bottom- 
ed his conduct on the urgency of the case without 
awaiting their pleasure. The left? column, in tlu«. 
s^ack,. alone met with resistance^ The Americans 
had twenty wounded^ and none kUled.. In consc- 
ience of. the destruction of the Barraneas, Gen-- 
ecal Jackson: relinquished the possession of Pcnsa*-- 
€ola to GovernoE Marqtiinei^, who immediately 
aeir about' reconstructing the Barraneas*. In this- 
work the British commanding officer, proffere<{ 
assistance.. Marq[uine» answered that when help* 
was needed he should apply to bis friend General^ 
Madison. 

Im consequence of the result of this expedition,^ 
tiie Indians refuged in Florida, finding themselves* 
without British aid, fled to the Apalachicola, an<^ 
«oaie fled on board the British sfaapping,. and wero? 
afteFw$a»ds put on shpne^.tQ act for themselves*. 
Mejor Blue of the 39tb regiment was despatched! 
tp dislodge the Indians ai.Apalachioola, assisted^ 
t^y General Mc. Intosh with, the Georgia troops^, 
. then in the Cre^k country. Having elfected thi»j 
oldject, they were ordered to the defence of. Ma»* 
tile^ 20* 
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General < Winchester arrived at the Alabama^ 
and Jackson delivered to him the command of 
that portion of territory bn the 22d of November, 
and hastened to New-Orleans where he conceived 
his presence most necessary. 

In taking possession of the command of Louisi- 
ana he found somewhat of .a new theatre of actiom 
The Legislature of' the territory had seconded 
the GeneraPs views in every measure of defence ; 
and prior to his relinquishment of the Mobile 
command, he had continually corresponded with 
Governor Claiborne for that object. It was now , 
become manifest, that some point on the Missis- 
sippi was the object . of attack by the enemy, and 
more esp^ially New-Orleans. Obstructions and 
defences were made as barriers to all the passes 
which led that way. Gun-boats were sent into 
Lake Borgne. Every defence was made when the 
British appeared off the coaist, at Cat and Ship 
island, within a short distance from the American 
lines. On the 13th of December the enemy mov- 
ed off in his barges towards Pass Christian. 

In the act of bringing off a small depot of pubi- 
lic^tore^'at the bay of St. Louis, the gun43oat 
Sea 'Horse, Johnson commander, in a second at- ' 
tack from the enemy,, was blown up by her crew^ 
who with her commander retreated by land. 

^ On the 14th, the American gun-boat fleet, con- 
sisting of five vt&ssels, 182 men, and 23 guns was 
attacked by a British force of forty-three gun- 
boats, 1200 men, and 43 guns« 'The Americans 
were vanquished with the loss of six killed and 85 
pounded. The loss of the Briti#fa was not less 
than 300. Notwithstsmditig the prowess of the 
Americans, they from motives of humafeiity and 
unyielding necessity, surrendered to a superion^ 
force. 
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This unexpected blow tnarred m proactive all 
the views of Jackson. He apprized General Win- 
chester of the unhappy disaster, the probable 
result, and gave hts^ advice respecting nieasurjss 
to be pursued, in order to ward off the conse- 
quences. 

While his clouds of danger thickened, the sky 
of bis reputation was. brightening. ' He inspirited 
bis troops, and the population generally. Ex* 
pecting that the blow would he directed against 
New Orleans, he exerted every energy for the 
protection of that important post. Having re- 
Tiewed and addressed the militia on the iropor'^ 
tance of the occasion, he despatched an express in 
quest of General Coffee^ which reached him on 
the 17th of f>ecember, and that officer by the 
most persevering industry, encountering difficut- • 
ties by disease and weather, arrived within fifteen 
miles of New Orleans on the 1 9th, a distance of 
150 miles. On the 20th he halted within four 
mites of that city. The troops had braved the 
dangers of weatbe% and >climate in a march- of 
more than 800 miles without murmur. Such 19^ 
the effect of men, when engaged in support of the 
native dignity of their character; General Car- 
roll was likewise advancing with a brigade for 
defensive operations, of which he advised Crcneral 
Ja6k$on by his aid, Colonel Hyiies. 

However feeble his force might be, he detennih- ' 
ed to meet the enemy on the threshold of their land- 
ing; The government, of the United States were 
continually advised, both of hi» apprehensions 
and means of defence. Assistance poured in in 
some sections and disappointments in others, and 
chagrin often crowlfied .his exertions. — ^The path 
the General had to tread was thorny in the exr 
tis^me, assailed as be was, by t]^e wiles of the euM*^ 
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ny on oae Aide, aad discoiiteiitt from the 
cd on the other. 

The period arrived wUch tested Ae sternness 
of his character : . Inifoecility, fear, and treasoOi 
united against the direct path of patriotism, be 
was constrained for the safety of the state, to prov 
elaiiB tnariial law at New Orleans. The eveot 
shew the wisdom of the measure to avoid deleteri^ 
ous results from the conflicting passions which then 
agitated the piiUic mind. Smothering treasoa 
wherever it appeared, and eoncentrating every 
other feeling into one common reservoir to repel 
a common foe, Jackson was obliged to act, not 
according to law, but circumstances^ General 
Carroll joined Code's encampment on tlie 21st of 
December, and reported himself ^.accordingly. 
The Kentucky troops bad not yet artived ; and, 
notwithstanding every vigilance, the'British effect- 
ed a landing within seven miles of New Orleans* 
The secretness of the embarkation was ascribed te- 
the treachery of the ^laturaJized Spanish fisher-^ 
men who supplied thai market with fish. Tbeiy- 
debarkation was announced to the General aikr 
(^e capture of the guard at Bayou Bien venue, oa 
the ^A (>f December. A knowledge of this event 
threw the city into the greatest consternatuHi. 
Signal guns were fired-^-expresse^ were forwarded 
— foi^ces were eoncentrated, and every prepaiU"t 
tion adopted for defence. 

General Jackson advanced against him, deter*^ 
mined to attack him la his first position. Theal* 
lack was ouBidjS lA the night of the 23d Decembei^ 
(it half pa&t seven o'clock. It was commenced by 

J fire worn the schooner Caroline^ which dropped 
Ofrn the river, in order to ©pen on the rear of 
Aecamp^ This was the signal for General Co& 
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tkcked the left near the river.— It resulted honour* 
ably to the American arms ; but produced nothing 
decisive. The enemy's force afAoupted to about 
3000 mei»$ that of Ueneral Jackson did not ex- 
ceed 1600. The conflict lasted an hour, and was 
supported with great firmness. General Jackson 
remained on the field until fdur oVlock in the 
morning, when he took a new. position two miles "^ 
nearer the city; having lost in this affair, 24 kill- . 
ed, 115 wounded, and 74 missing — total 213. 

The enemy succeeded, on the 27th, in blowing 
tip the Caroline, (she being becalmed) by means 
of hot shot, from a land battery, erected in tbd 
night On the 28th, he advanced, with his whol^ 
force, against General Jackson, in the hope of 
driving him from his position, and with this view 
opened a fire with bombs and rockets, at the dis* 
lance of about half a mile. The enemy was re- 
puked, with a loss of about 120 men. The Ame- 
ricans lost seven killed and had eight wounded. 

On Sunday morning, the 1st of January, 18 J 5, 
the enemy had advanced within 600 yards of the 
American breast works, under cover of night and 
a heavy fog, and had erected the preceding night, 
three different batteries, mounting in all 15 guns, 
from 6's to 32's. About eight o'clock, when the 
fog cleared off, they commenced a most tremea- 
dou5 fire upon the Americans, but it was 9mply 
^ returned by them, and a heavy cannonacKng was 
kept up, without the least interval on either side> 
except that occasioned by the explosion of a mag- 
azine in the rear of one of the American batteries, . 
and another magazine in the night, owing to the 
enemy's Congreve rockets. By four o'clock in th^ 
afternoon, the Americans had dismounted all the 
enemv's guns except two. They retreated, during 
the night, to their strong hold, ahi)ut a mile and a 
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quarter from the Americao camp. Twice did the 
enemy attempt to storm and carry the American 
batteriesi^ but were as often deceived. . Ou New* 
Year's day the loss of the Americans i/^s 11 kil* 
led and 23 badly wounded. That of t&e enemy, 
from the accounts of tW prisoners taken on that 
day, and three deserters afterwards, must have 
been much greater. 

According as the woodsmen arrived to t\x aid 
of General Jackson^s army, they were disposed of 
to the best advantage, for the purpose of defence;, 
but these forces not being of a very efficient na» 
ture, especially as the men could not be all pnn 
vided with the necessary arms, the General coul4 
not attempt any thing against an enemy, who wai^ 
|hu& left to pursue, undisturbed, bis laborious ope- 
rations. 

During the days of the 6lh and 7th, the enemy 
bad been actively employed in making prepara*^ 
tions for ao attack on Jackson's lines. — With in- 
finite labour, they had succeeded on the night of 
the 7th, in getting their boats across from tlie 
lake to the river, by widening^aiid deepening the 
canal, on which they bad effected their disemark? 
ation. 

General Jackson was on the left side of the river, 
latently waiting the attack. General Morgan, 
•with the New Orleans contingent ; the Louisiana 
militia, and a detachment of Kentucky troops, oc- 
cupied an intrenched camp on the opposite side of 
the river, protected by strong batteries on the 
bank, superintended by Commodore Patterson. 

On Sunday, the 8th, at half past 6 o'clock, a. i|. 
the enemy began a very heavy cannonade upon the 
American lines, from his batteries of 18 and 12 
pounders, supported by the musketry o( 2500 
jmeo> who marched in close column^ amd advaoc- 
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%cl nearer thah musket shot distance to the in* 
trenchments, armed with rockets, obiises, and fa* 
cines, to storm (he batteries : they directed their 
principal attack against the head of the line, dank* 
ed by the river, and upon the left resting upon the 
{Cipress swamp, as well as against the tirailleurs 
and riflemen, placed above the said swamp ; the 
roaring of the guns, and firing of the musketry^ 
lasted two hours and a quarter ; the enemy's mor* 
tars, although directed against the centre, did no 
harm to the troops ; the bursting of their bombs 
ip the works was of no effect. Two British offi- 
cers, and o»e French engineer, of the name of 
Rennie, who had gained the summit of the Ame* 
Tican parapet, was killed or wounded, and made 
prisoners ; (the engineer and one ColoneJ was 
killed ;) after this affair, the field, in front of the 
works, was strewed with British wounded and 
killed. 

General Jackson thus briefly details the particu- 
lars of attack : 

" In my encampment every thing was ready 
for action ; when early on the morning of the€th, 
'the enemy, after throwing a shower of bombs and 
Congreve rockets, advanced their columns at my 
right and left, to storm my intrench men ts. i 
cannot speak sufficiently in praise of the firmness 
and deliberation with which my whole lijie re- 
ceived their approach. More could not have been 
•expected from veterans inured to war. For ati 
hour, the fire of small arms was as incessant and 
severe as can be imagined.— *-The artillery, too, 
•directed by officers who displayed equal skill and 
'courage, did great execution. Yet the columns 
of the enemy continued to advance with firmness 
•which Inflects upon them the greatest credit. 
KVicej Ihe column, wfaicht^ppfoatcked tneon niy 
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left, was repulsed by the troops of Genera! Cai*-^ 
roll, those of General Coffee, and a division of. 
the Kentucky militia, and twice they formed 
again, and renewed the assault. At length, how- 
ever, cut to pieces, they fled in confusion from 
the field, leaving it covered with their dead and 
wounded." 

Simultaneously with the attack on Generai 
Jackson's lines, an attack was made on tht 
works of Genera] Morgan. Had the enejtny been 
met with resolution in this attack, it miist have 
produced his entire destruction ; but, unfortunate- 
ly, the Kentucky reinforcements fled, drawing af- 
ter them, by their example, the remainder of the 
forces, and leaving the Batteries to the enemy .; 
not, however, until after the guns ^^ere spiked. 
While General Jackson was preparing to dislodge 
the enemy from the captured battery, the British 
troops were withdrawn, and the post re-occupied 
by the Americans. 

The return of the killed, wounded, and prisoBF^ 
ers, taken at the battle of Mac Prardies planta- 
tion,- on the left bank of the Mississippi, on the 
morning of the 8th January^ 181^, and five miles 
below the city of New-Orleans, consisted of— 
killed, 700 j wounded, 1400 ; {)risoners, ^00— to- 
iaJ 2600. 

Among tbe slaKH, was GeneraJ Sir Edward 
Packenham, the Chief, and General -Gibbs, the 
third in command; Greneral Keane, the second in 
•command, was severely wounded. General Lam* 
bert succeeded to the conmiand.- 

His total loss in the diflere^it engagements, was 
not less tlian 6600. The loss to the Americans, on 
the 8th, on both sid^s of the river, was 13 killed, 2B 
wounded, and 1^ missing; total killed, wounded, 
and missing, thi» day, 71 ; of this number there 
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were but six kilted^ and seven wounded, in the 
action of the line. 

The enemy intended to pass Fort Philip, in or- 
der to co-operate with the land forces in the at- 
tack at New-Orleans, On the 9lh January, at 
half past three, p. m. the enemy's bomb vessels 
opened their fire against the. fort, from four sea 
mortars, two of them thirteen inches, and two of 
ten, at so great a distance, that tlie shot from the 
fort could not reach him. The enemy's fire con- 
tinued with littl6 intermission, and with little in- 
terruption from the fort, during the ,10th, 11th, 
J2th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th, On the 
evening of the 17th, a heavy mortar was got in 
readiness, and opened on the enemy,- with great ' 
effect. At day-light on the 18th, the enemy retir- 
ed, after having thrown upwards of one thou- 
sand heavy shells, besides small shells, from the 
howitzers, round shot and grape, which he dis- 
charged from boats, under cover ojf tlie night. 
Scarcely ten feejt of the garrison remained un- 
touched ; yet the loss of men was small, consisting 
of two killed, and seven wounded. This saving 
of men was owing to the great pains taken by 
the officers to keep their men under cover. 

All the enemy's movements, after the action: 
of the 8th of January, were calculated to secure 
his retreat, should such prove necessary, as ap- 
pearances then indicated that it would. Their in- 
tention was, however, masked by a menacing at- 
titude, as if preparing for a renewal of the attack 
en Jackson's line. They had erected batteries to' 
cover their retreat, in advantageous positions, 
from their original encampment to the Bayou, 
through which they entered Lake Borgne. The , 
cannon placed on these batteries could have rak-i 
cd a pursuing army in every direction. The situ*, 
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atioQ of the groimd, through which they refiredf, 
was protected by Canals, redoubts, intrenchments 
and swamps, on the right ; and the river on the 
left. 

After the action of the 8th, the artillery oii 
both sides of the river, was constantly employed 
in annoying the enemy. An attempt to stortn 
bis batteries would have produced great slaughter 
among the Americans, been doubtful of success, 
and might possibly have induced the enemy to 
delay his departure; therefore General Jackson 
resolved to secure the advantage obtained, with 
the least possible loss or hazarct. 

All hope which the enemy had of reducing Fort 
Philip, had vanished j and on the nrght of the 
18th, they precipitately decamped, and returned 
to their shipping, leaving behind them 8(hof tlieir 
wounded, 14 pieces of heavy artillery, and an im- 
mense number of ball, having destroyed much of 
their powder. 

, Mr. Sliields, purser in the navy, on the 16th and 
17th of January, in letters to his friend, says : • 

" The day after the gun-boats were taken, P 
was sent down under a flag of truce, to ascertain 
the fate of our officers and men, with power to ne- 
gotiate an exchange, especially for the wounded. 
But the enemy would make no terms — they treat*, 
ted the flag with contempt, and mj^self and the 
sfirgeon, wlio w^as with me, as prisoners, until the 
18th inst. He has now lowered his tone, and begg 
the exchange that we offered. Defeat has humr 
bled the arrogance of the enemy, who had promt''- 
sed his soldiers forty-eight hours pillage and rapine of 
the city of JVew- Orleans I /" 

The watch-word and countersign of the enemy; 
on the morning of the 8th, was BEAUTY unA 
BOOTY. Comment is unnecessary on these sig- 
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sificanf allusions held out to a Kcentioos iol- 
diery. 

.Thus ended, in disgrace and discomfiture to the 
enemy, an expedition which occupied several 
monihs in its preparation, and was composed of at 
fcasnrtQ^OOO troops, drawn from almost every part 
of the world, where the British had garrisons or 
soldiers. Nothing was left undone to secure the 
occupation of an immense province, and the com* 
mand of a river extending thousands of miles 
through the. most fertile countries in the world; 
^nd on which several of the United States depend- 
ed as an outlet and market for their produce. 

J^rom an ofHcial account, it appeared, that the 
Aumber of men under command of General Jack«> 
•son, and actually engaged against the enemy, on 
Jibe 8th January, amounted to 4,698. The ene«* 
my's force, by bis account, exceeded 10,000. 

By an article in a Jamaica pape^, of the 3d De^- 
•c^raber^ it was stated, that the expeditioa then pre-* 
jj^ared to go against the United States, under com~--^ 
jBotand of Su: Alexander Cochrane, and Maj. Gen. 
JKekne, (the same that afterwards entered the Mis^ 
^ssippi,) consisted of one ship of 80 guns, five of 
74, three of 50, one of 44, six of 38, two of 36t, 
4hree.of 33, three of 16, two of 14, and three of 6 
jguns — total 29 vessels, carrying 1(JB4 guns ; b^ 
:udes a great number of cutters, transports, &c 
, On the 21 st Jan. Gen. Jackson directed an ad^ 
.dress to be .publicly read at the head of each of 
ihe corps composing the lines near New-0rlean9, 
it must have been a difficult and delicate task to 
do justice to individuals, where all acted so well,, 
proving, in the General's words, " that a rampart 
of Ugh minded men is a better defence, than the 
jaost regular fortification." 

This address contained the following emphatic 
cal paragraph. « 
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- ' ^' Reasoning alvrays from false principkSr Aeff 
(the enemy) expected little opposition froBn iii€» 
whose officers even were not in unifbmiy who were 
ignorant of the rules of dress, and who had never 
been caned into discipline — ^fatal mistake ! a fii^e 
incessantly kept up, directed with calmness, aoid 
with uDerring aim, strewed the field with the braire 
officers and men of the column which slowly ad- 
vanced, according to the most approvied rules ^ 
European tactics^ and was cut down by the tmiu(i>- 
red courage of the American militia. Unable 10 
•sustain this galling and unceasing fire, some huu^ 
dreds ne«arest the intrenchments called for quar^ 
ters, which was granted — ^the rest, retreating, wefe 
^rallied at some distance, but only to make them a 
surer mark for the grape, a.q4 cannister shot of ouf 
artillery, which, without exaggeration, mawed^^w^ 
whole ranks at every discharge ; and, at length, the^ 
'precipitately retreated £rom the field." ..* 

Several desperate characters, citizens of the 
'United States, as well as foreigners, natives.of difr 
fcrent countries, had associated themselves iato H 
band of pirates, under their chief LafiUe,- and 4ia4 
taken up their residence in the island of Barrataria» 
,liear the mouth of the Mississippi. The govetnh 
nient of the United States caused this unlawful isah 
tablishment to be broken up. The expeditioi 
against the Barratarians, took possession of all 4fae 
piratical vessels, their prises, and a considerable 
.quantity of arms and property, without oppositioi^ 
on the 16th September, 1814. The vessels thus 
taken, consisted of six schooners^ and one felucca, 
x^uisers and prizes of the pirates, one brig, a pm€| 
and two armed schooners, both in line of battle Mridi 
tlie armed vessels of the pirates. The estfl^ssk** 
ment on shore, which was also taken possession ofi 
consisted of about 4Q houses. The pirates had 



tM^mfted bill their vessels 20 pieces oJT c^tnnon, of 
tHfierent calibres, and their number consisted of 
ttetween BOO and 1000 men, of all nations and co«^ 
lottrs. The expedition against the pirates was un<* 
dfer \;ommand of Com. Patterson, of th^ D&vy,, 
bftving on board a detachment of land troops, un«^ 
der command x>f Colonel Ross. 
' The Barratarian pirates took part in the def^ncc^ 
«f New-Orleans against the British,, and were both 
active and serviceable. It was, also, satislactoriiy 
jHficertained, that they had, previous to their dis^ 
persioftf refused an alliance with the British, re* 
je^tkig the most seducing terms of invitation. In*^ 
dllced, by these considerations, and at the recom- 
Aaelidation. of the General Ai^senibty of the state of 
liOi^sianai, the Presi<fen# of the United States 
granted to such of them as aided in defence of Nef<^ 
Ok*leafiSj >» fidl pardon^ for atl ofetM:es against the 
bws of the tJnited States^ comtif^^d previous to 
Ae 8th January, 1815. 

Upon, the- approaich of the enemy, a: pbrtion of 
tfie French popiilaliofl^ obtained from the resi« 
dent French Consul, cerlaficate* of French citt* 
genshipi The Gfeneral allowed tlieir validity jj 
ifut sent ^ese ailien e^tempts fronv military duty^ 
^Bider a miittary guard, ot^ hundred and twentV^ 
Ibiles from' his camp and bei^eged- city, to BatOK 
JSboxi^e, ia the interior. 

' A printer had misrepresentedthat Greneral Jack- 
Horn's order of removal applied indiscriminately id 
Ibe whifle F'fench population. The French Consulj, 
Toussard, a second timef resisted the martial lavi^ 
IH^ efainiing fov bis king individuals of the citi^ 
iliilitiA. Re even: ercfcted'a sland'ard^ and undei^ 
H^tentdf the violationsof the liberty of the French 
citizens, invited them to revolt. General J^acksom 
MBsid^ii^ further ibrbearance as ^riminiUty ^^ 
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dftngerifig the lives- of even these moogrel ctti- 
sens, and a^s calculated to betray the city to the 
enemy, arrested this Consul ; and a Judge (Hall) 
of the Supreme Court issued a writ of habeas eor*- 

?M to compel the enlargement of the prisoner, 
he General still determined to maintain bis mar* 
tial law, and thereby bind together this hetero^ 

Seneous population to the defence of the city,ot>f 
ered the Judge into confinement, and to be re^. 
moved without the lines of defence. Boldly in-» 
deed, and with an unyielding spirit, the General 
compelled and controled the public safety. 

After the. peace was officially known at New* 
Orleans to have been ratified, and when the mar* 
tial law had ceased to operate, General Jacksoa 
was cited to answer before tlie Judge^ whom he 
luid arrested, to show cause why. an attachment 
should not issue against the, General for a con* 
tempt of the court in sundry particulars relating 
to the writ' of habeas corpus. The General di^ 
daining to evade a requisition of the law submitted 
himself to the court, and by his counsel offered to 
present to it his defence in writing, but which was. 
contumeliously rejected without being read. This 
trial, which precluded also a jury, was continued 
from day to day for several da3rs, when on the last 
day General Jackson walked into the court-house 
with admirable composure, and exemplary re- 
spect for the high authority which called him 
thither. He s^iproached the judge with a paper 
in his hand, having dispensed with ihe friendly 
offices of the professional gentlemen who bad ma- 
naged his case before. The Judge inibrnied Itie 
General that there were interrogatories to be 
pronounced to him, to which he was desired t» 
Ifespond : the General replied that he would uak 
answer thein, sayings ^* Sir, my defence in.lMs 9tf^ 
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eiisation has been offered, and you have denied its 
iBdiDission, you have refused me an opporttraity ait 
eyplaining my motives, and the necessity for tb« 
adoption of the martial law in repelling an invad* 
iag foe," pointing out at the same moment his ob-r 
jeetions^to that mode of proceeding under which 
the enquiry was bad, to know wliether or not the 
attachment should issue. '< I was then with these 
brave fellows in arms," (alluding to the surround-^ 
kig^crowd.) " You were not, Sir," The Judge 
l^ent on to read his opinion. The General uiter- 
mpted htm with much apparent deliberation, say* 
>l^» ^' 3>t*9 state facts and confine yourself to them^ 
^nce my defence is, and has been precluded, let 
AOt censure constitute a part of this sought for 
punishment." To which the Judge replied — '^ It 
is with delicacy. General, that I speak of your 
R^me or character — I consider you the saviour of 
l^e country ; but for your coi^tempt of authority^ 
•«r that e^ect, you will pay a fine of one thousand 
dollars." Here the General interrupted by fill« 
-iag a check for that sum, on the bank, and pre* 
senting it to the marshal, which was received in 
.discharge. The General then retired, observing^ 
>(m bis p^sage to the door, '^ it will be my tuitk 
inext." 

^ At the door he was received amid the acclam^ 
lions o/ the exclaiming populace, with which the 
.streets and avenues ^ere filled. A coach waited 
at the door of the court-house, into which he was 
carried and seated, the shafts and handles of which 
were eagerly seized by the people. — In this wsgr 
be was precipitated through the streets to the 
'French, coffee-house, amid the shouts of vive /e 
^General Jadawn, and denouncing his prosecutors^ 
^ence to the American coffee-house, where thei 
fifeoer^l addressed the crowd as fpUows i 
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^^Felhw Citizens and SolB/krs — Behold y<wi^ 
General, under whooiy but a few days ago, yon 
occupied the tented field, braving all the priva'« 
lions and dangers in repelling and defeating your 
country's exterior enemies, under the rules aii^ 
discipline of the camp, so indispensable- to th^ 
hope of victory ; rules which were predicated «p* 
•n oecessity, and which met the approbation of 
every patriot. ' Behold him now, bending under 
a specious pretext of redresiling yotar country'H^ 
civil authority, which, though wrought through 
prejudice, he scorns to deny or oppose, but cheer*^ 
fully submits to what is inflicted upon him, nfovir 
that the difficulties under whiclr we groaiied ai4 
removed, and the discipline of the camp summon^ 
j^od no more to arms. It is the highest duty and 
pride of all good men to pay their tribute of r^ 
spect to the guardian of our civil liberties. R«^ 
tfiember this last charge, as in a few days I et^ 
pect to leave you: ilmay serve as a lesson t^ 
yourselves and posterity." 

Mr. Davezac gave the substance of the prec^cM 
ilig remarks from the General in French ; aft^ 
which the General was conducted to the coach/, 
and drawn lo his quarters in Fauxburg Marignyj 
followed by the multitude^ echoing, vwe h Genera 
id Jackson. 

The fine was afterwards paid by a voluntary 
subscription of one doUar each, by one tfaousitiiii 
citizens. 

Addresses, which seemed necessarily to com^ 

E'ise the mass of the city population of New-Org- 
ans, were presented to the General, not only 
approving, but extolling, in the most grateful lan- 
guage, his military conduct. Congress alsN> pass^ 
«d, unanimously, resolutions of thanks to thc^ 
General -for the defence whiok be made, alid air 
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f 0)bIeinatic gold medal, with devices of his splen* 
did achievements, has been ordered to be present- 
ed to him. Addresses and resolutions of thanks 
from other and minor bodies from various parts 
of the Unioii^ also evince the gratitude of this nu- 
iiierc^iis people to the General, for his almost uue- 
q^alled victories. 

Pcjace having been promulgated the militl^ 
fWere discharged. The General was relieved in 
•Ms command by General Gaines, and returned t^ 
J[^ashviUe Wjelcomed by his fellow citizens with 
-ttie ^eatest applause. 

- - When the army was reduced to a peace estab* 
Ijshment, General Jackson was retained in the 
^service, and appointed to command the Southern 
-Military District. In the summer of 1817, be was 
'appointed a Commissioner to treat with the Creek 
Jfi^ans respecting a purchase of land, which har 
urii^ eiCeeted, he returned to Nashville with bis 
suite in the month of August. 
' , vi<^ bis person the General is tall, thin and spare* 
-^i3L feet one inch in height, he usually weighs 
nbout one hundred and fifteen pounds. Easy 
•ttRd. affable in lus deportment^ stern and inflexi- 
^le in his resolves, he commands respect. He is 
generous and humane, but of an irritable temper. 
In his politics, the General was of the re^nibllcan 
•school. His sallies of temper has more than 
puce subjected him. to disputes which were ter- 
minated only in the field of chivalric honour. 
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MAJOH-GBNERAL 

ELEAZER VVHEELOCK KIPLEY 

Wa8 born at Hanover, New-Hampshire, the 
seat of Dartmouth College, April 15th, 17S2. He 
is the grandson of the venerable and pious foua- 
der of that institution, Dr. Eleazer VVheelocI^ 
whose name he bears, and nephew of the preseni 
learned president, honourable John Wheelock, L. 
L. D. His father, the Reverend Sylvatius Rip-, 
fey, a graduate of the first class, and the first pro-; 
lessor of Divinity in the College, died in the b^ 
ginning of tlie year 1787, universally" respected, 
and beloved. Of the young family of six cbit 
dren, thus leff, in circumstances not affluent, to 
•the care of an intelligent and pious mother^ th^ 
.subject of this sketch was the second son, then ia, 
tlie fifth year of his age. 

He {}ursu^d with assiduity the studies prepara- 
tory for admission into college; and having coQk^ 
pleted his academic course, he received the first 
honours of the University* in 1800. He then apr 
plied himself to the study of the law, and i^rtljr 
afterwards was admitted to practice in the county 
court of Eennebunk, in the District of Maine^ 
state of Massachusetts. At the bar he manifiesi- 
ed talents, which ranked hixo among the higher 
order of barristers, and procured him a popularir 
ty that introduced him to a seat in the Legisla- 
ture of his native state, as a Representative from 
the town of Winslowor Waterville, as soon as the 
qualification of age would admit. In that body 
he was not an inefficient member^ His political 
course was marked with action based on the 
principles of the Constitution of tlie United StateSi 
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9od the rights of mankind To contend with po- 
litical opponents who h^d evinced talents, such as - 
ranked them high as statesmen, was a task of no 
ordinary magnitude, and he who undertook it, if 
triumphant, was sure to stand high in party ho- 
nours. 

In January 1812, he was elected Speaker of the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, in the place of the 
honourable Joseph Storey, who had then just 
been elevated to a seat on the bench of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. At this period 
he had scarcely attained his 30th year, so fast 
were his " blushing honours thickening oq him." 
*^he subsequent session of the Legislature, hfld 
ifi May, he was not a member. Having removed 
to Portland, he was chosen a Senator from Cum- . 
berland and Oxford, and took his seat according- 
ly in the Senate of Massachusetts. In the March 
following, he disappointed all the fond anticipa- 
tions of his friends in regard to his rising great- 
ness, by accepting a Lieutenant-Colonel's com- 
iHission in the army of the United States. The 
relations then existing between the United States 
and Great Britain, it was rightly supposed, would 
eventuate in an open rupture, and he had direct- 
^ his attentions to the tented field to avenge the 
wrongs heaped on his country by that haughty 
aad overbearing nation. On the eve of the de- 
claration of war he had been intrusted by Gene- 
ral Dearborn with the command of the forts and 
harbours on the extreme Eastern coast of the 
Union. In this station he manifested an activity 
in disciplining his men and strengthening his for- 
tifications, which proclaimed his worth as an offi- 
cer. In September, 1812, he marched from Port* 
l^nd and reached Plattsburgh in October, a dis- 
taqce of more than 400 miles* Here he joined 



tfae Northern array commanded by Briga^ieri' i 
General Bloouifield. * After tiie campaign had \ 
closed he retired into winter-quarters at Burling- 
ton, in Vermont, where, by unwearied exertions ' 
he increased his regiment to 700 men before the 
following spring. His regiment became remarka* ^ 
ble for its accuracy i:i discipline and neatness of^ 
dress.' 

On the 12th of March, 1813, Lieuen ant- Colon- 
nels Ripley, Gaines, and Scott, were promoted 
at the same time to the ranks of Colonels. 

In ten days of that month Gen. Ripley marclied 
his regiment from Plattsburgh to Sackett's H^ai^ 
bour. At the attack on York in Upper Canada, ' 
April 27th, " he fleshed his maiden sword:" I 

^ General Dearborn, with 1700 chosen troops, 
embarked at Sackett's Harbour, and having arri? 
ved before York, confided the immediate com* 
maad in the attack to the gallant General Pike. 

The American army, having debarked, formed' 
in two lines. The 21st regiment, divided into 
six platoons, with Colonel Mc. Clure's volunteers 
on their flanks, composed the second line. Thus 
disposed they moved on to the attack in columns, 
when the British General, panic-struck, retreated' 
blowing up one of his magazines. The explosion 
was tremendous, and friend and foe were its com- 
mon victims — General Pike was mortally wound- 
ed, and died smiling in the arms of victory. — Col-' 
onel Ripley was slightly wounded, and the com- 
niiind devolved on t-'Olonel Pearce,^of the 16th re- 

fiment^ until General Dearborn came on shore. 
'he British General Sheaflie, was distinctly seai 
on his retreat, »nd the wounded Colonel Riptey 
pressed his pursuit without delay. The appre- 
hension of another explosion, produced an hour's 
delayi which eaabled the fugitive foe to escape. 
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The •town, containing public property of great 
value, was captured. Some excesses, by the 
American soldiery, were at first committed. To' 
put a stop to . tliis, Genei^al Dearborn, ordered 
Colonel Ripley and his regiment, as a town guard, 
to protect private property. The Colonel ex^ 
cuted the command with the strictest propriety, 
and under circumstances very ho.nourable to him- 
self — for spoils which by the rules of war were 
his, he spurned to touch. By some unaccounta- 
ble neglect, he remained on duty three days and 
nights without sleep. Incessant duty and fatigue 
impaired his health. The army after it again dis- 
embarked at Niagara was sickly, in consequence 
of its exposure to rains for a week on board the 
.fleet. Colonel Ripley was present at the capture 
of Fort George, on tlie 27th of May; but was not 
present in tlie action on Stoney Creek, when Gen- 
-eraU Chandler and Winder, were taken by sur- 
prise. In order to afford him an opportunity to 
^repair his feeble health, General Dearborn order- 
ed his regiment, diminished by hard service, lo 
convoy the prisoners to Oswego^ and then pro- 
ceed to Sackett's Harbour. Having accomplish- 
ed this duty, he was detained at tliat post several 
4]ays by severe sickness. His devotion to the 
military art, induced him to resist every advice 
at Sackett's Harboifr, to withdraw for sometime 
from the duties of his station. His attachment td 
FamCy induced him to press forward and make 
^very sacrifice to enter the portals of her Temple. 

PreferFing the British mode of drill, he made 
bis regimeijt perfectly acquainted therewith, prior 
to their erroarkation under General Wilkinsoij, 
in the attack against Montreal, the failure of 
which was owing to the then Secretary of war, 
jtnd General Hampton. 

VOL. II. 22 
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In desceticjing the St. Lawrence for tlie attack 
^n Montreal, a severe duty was necessary — eve- 
ry corps of the army was exposed to the attacks 
of a vigilant foe. The 11th of November, was 
distinguished by the battle of Williamsbtirgb, 
where the lamented and brave Covington fell. 
€k>Ionel itipley, with his regiment, commenced 
the action. His conduct throughout the contest, 
. was marked with peculiar bravery. The troops 
fought in great confusion, and lasted for three 
bours. In giving orders, the fence on which he 
fitood, was carried away by a cannon ball. Tlie 
part of his regiment in action, amounted to 339, 
of which about 80 were lulled or wounded. He 
went into winter-quarters at French Mills, in con- 
Sequence of the refusal of General Hampton to 
unite with General Wilkinson. Here his regiment, 
at the consolidation of the army, was united with 
the 11th. His wife, to whom be was married iu 
1811, repaired to him in ^camp, against the entrea- 
ties of friends, in order to assist him in bis feeble 
state of health. In the midst of winter, the ran-' 
tonment was ordered to be broken up, and the 
army ordered to repair to the Niagara frontier. 
Colonel Ripley was ordered to proceed to Albany 
to forward on artillery and stores for the ensuing 
campaign. At this time tj^e consolidated regi- 
ments was restored. On the 18th of April, Colo- 
nel Ripley was advanced to the rank of Briga- 
dier-General. He took leave of the officers and 
men of his regiment on this occasion, who ma- 
nifested for him every token of respect, the -offi- 
cers having presented him an eleg£^ sword asa 
grateful recollection. '^■■ 

A short time previous to this, General Scott, fa 
the absence oif General Brown, took the commai^ 
of the army aA Buffalo* This officer used evety 
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€jrertk>Q to promote a strict and necessary disciph 
line. Each corps was emulous to excel. General 
Ripley devoted his time to the instruction of his 
brigade. 

On the arrival of General Brown at Buffalo,* 
in June, 1813, it was determined to invade the 
upper province, in order to attack Fort George 
and recover Fort Niagara, and thence to marcb 
round the lake to Kingston- This project Gene- 
ral Ripley opposed with all his talents, for he was 
confident that the army, which consisted of less 
than 3000 regular troops, was too feeble to ac- 
complish the proposed object. He had alread^ 
dy accompanied three invasions of Canada, with 
an incompetent force. He knew that Fort Erie^ 
-directly opposite to Buffalo, must immediately 
fall ; but in respect to the ultimate objects, he saw 
no prospect of success. Although the invasion 
brought high honour to the American arms — in 
gaining which he had a full participation — ^yet 
the result justified his opinions. Not one of the 
grand objects proposed was accomplished. 

In making the necessary arrangements, the 9thy 
1 Ith and 25tb regiments, were assigned to tlie bri* 
gade of General Scott, while General Ripley had 
the 21st, under Major Grafton, with which were in* 
Kjorporated, during the campaign, one company of 
the 17th under Capt. Chunn, and one do. of the 12t|i 
iinder Lieut. M'Donald. He had also a battalion of 
the 23d regiment under Major MTarland, con*- 
listing principally of recruits lately received an^ 

* This arrangement was made by the War-Minist^ 
to cover th^ miscooceptioDS of General Brown, in re- 
gard to his orders to attack Kingston, for an expla*^ 
oatioQ of whicbi sec note to General Brawn's Uie^ 
,5age209. 
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imperfect in discipliiie. The fpur re^ments .first 
ineotioned were of New-Englami, and the last one 
of New-York. 

On the 3d of July, the American army crossed 
tfie Niagara river. Gen. Scott with the main body- 
crossed from the boats below. Fort Erie, while 
General Ripley with the 21st in twoU. S. schooners 
passed up the lake and disemlftirked a mile above 
the fort, which was immediately invested. It wa« 
surrendered the same day witiK>ut the necessity of 
firing a gun. The next day the army marched to 
Chippewa, at which place General Brown arrived 
with the reserve under Gen. Ripley at t o'clock at 
niglit. The battle of July 5th coverjed Gen. Scott 
and his brigade with merited honor, for in the 
open field and fair combat he achieved a complete 
victory oyer superior numbers. Gen. Ripley had 
no opportunity to encounter the enemy. The 
American army was encamped on the south side 
of Street's creek, distant two miles and an half 
from the eniemy's strong work on the north side of 
Chippewa cr^ek. The action was fought on the 
intermediate plain. For a considerable time after 
the engagement commenced, Gen.'RipIey's brigade 
remained^ drawn up in order of battle, exposed fe 
tlie fire of the enemy's artillery, the shot fjrom 
which ranged through his line— although he was 
very solicitous to advance. At length he was or- 
dered, but at too late a period, to take the 2l6t 
regiment and pass to the left of the caimp, skirt the 
•woods so as to;keep out of view, and fall upon the 
rear of the enemy's right flank. ' This ord^r,'jBays 
General Brown, * was promptly obeyed, and the 
greatest exertions were made by the 21st regiment 
to gain their position and close vrith the enemy, 
b^t in vain.' General Ripley was obliged to ford 
Street's Creek to the left of tJbe bridge, crossing ia^ 
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morses almost mipassalile— when be arrived oiii 
^e Chippewa, the battle was over. Had this de* 
tour b^en suffered to be made a$ soon as the ac- 
tion epmmenced, tlie enemy must have lost many 
pri£M>ner$; and if the retreat across Chippewa 
draw-l^ridge to his works could have been cut off, 
General Riall's whole force would inevitably have 
been captured. Prudence indeed might forbid 
the commanding General to send out a party of 
fkh reserve on such a duty, at the very beghining 
of an action, the result of which was doubtful ; but 
the detour was ordered before the result of the ac* 
tion could be foreseen. General Brown, says,— 
*^from General Ripley and his brigade, I have re- 
ceived every assistance that I gave them an op- 
portunity of rendering.*' 

The American troops gained a splendid victo- 
ry, but the enemy wa« yet secure in a position* 
of great strength behind' a deep creek, .which* 
eould not be ^rded within a distance of forty 
miles. It was determined to construct a bridge- 
and force a passage. July 8th^ General Ripley 
was detached on tifiis duty. Crossing thebndge 
over Street's creek, he opened^ a road two or three- 
ndles through the woods on the left, and reach- 
ing the Chippewa one or two miles above the* 
British, |danted his heavy tr^n> of ;artillery for 
tbe protectioaof the artificers andv even* began to- 
construct the bridge without exciting alarm or 
being molest^; But the British soon, appekred^ 
with several pieces of artillery, and opened a fi^e• 
•f shells and round shot, which was returned s6^ 
vdgourously with-grape and cannistisr as to force* 
them to retreat. Hearing this tremendous can- 
Bonade of oiir 18 poundbrs at* appoint which he- 
su|^>osed inaccessible to. our artillery,. Genarai 
B^aUy instead of strengthening the party whichJi^* 

22*- 
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had detached, inmedialely abandoned his strange 
position, and retired precipitately upon Queens-* 
town. The whok American army encamped the? 
same night in the enemy's works, having encoun- 
tered but Utile of the resistance, which migh^ 
have been made to the passage of the Chippew*^ 
and which perhaps could have been made witk 
complete success. 

July 9th, the United States' army proceeded ta 
Queenstown. Gen* Biall retired to Fort George^ 
leaving a sufficient garrison encamped at twelve 
mile creek, three miles distant from the American 
camp, making every exertion to csdi out the mili-- 
tia, and sending down the lake for regular troops; 
General Ri{4ey, persuaded that this was a favour-^ 
able moment for a decisive action, strongly uf^« 
ed the necessity of immediately pursuing the en- 
emy. But our troops remained ten days idle at 
Queenstown, and then attempted to besiege Fort ^ 
George. In the mean time, General Riall's army 
recovered from^.the late panic, and was strength* 
ened by th& large numbers of militia^ called out 
(SA flzoi^e. Had our troopf .remained three dayl 
longelr before Fort George, their safety would 
have bo^eii* put tO'the mo&t imminent hazard, for 
within that tisie. strong reinforcements arrived 
from Kingston torthe enemy^ so that Rial! would 
bnv^ beeiieinboldened to seize a strong position 
in our rear;. This position must haitee been carri- 
ed by our armyr in order to effect a: retreat % for 
belnfi^ cicstltufte of boats, it was impossible to cross ^ 
the Niagara below the falls.. But on. the 22d of 
July. our troops fell baekto Queenstown Heights, 
and on the 24tb<tOt Chippewa. 

About this time General Ripley's brigade was 
strengthened by the veteran battalion of the 23d 
ceje^qaent^ under Major Bi*ooke^ frop Plattsburgit 
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aqd Colonel Miller, who was promoted to the 
2Xsty a];irived and took command of tkait reg»> 
WWt. ' 

Tbe memorable battle of Niagara Falls, July 
25tU, covered General Ripley and his brigade 
witb military glory ;. wbicb, thotrgh not so dura^ 
Ue as tbe thundec of the Cataract, will yet be a» 
permanent as the memory of tbe action and bj^ 
the honours wluchsare rewarded to the brave. 

The British having received strong reinforce^ 
ments from. Kingston, were put in motion in pur* 
suit of the American, army; A column of five 
hundred British, under Lieutenants-Colonel TucL^ 
er, was deta^iied, taliewistownj on tbe American 
Side of the Niagara to> capture the American 
sick and baggage; — General Biall. advanced from, 
bis encampment at Twelve-mile Creek by the- 
Lundy-Lane road,, which intersects the river road 
just . below the falls jr— and General Drummond^ 
ms^rcbed up frofra Fort George, »n the river road 
direct to Chippewa. General Brown, who, was 
now meditating the pursuit of General Biall, and a 
long march to Burlington Heights, did hot appre- 
hend that the enemy was near him, and ia^a capa*^ 
city to fight liim.. To recal; Colonel Tucker from 
the American side of the river and to prevent his 
marching' towards Buffalo, General Brown de^ 
terminedto make a movement towards Queens-- 
town, seve;n milest below the falls. 

General. Scott) who. wa& detached^ with about 
1 000 men, marched in tbe afternoon ; but when 
be reached the Jmnctionof the Lundy*Lane road^ 
with the road down the river, he found General; 
B'iall, who bad just arrvi^ed from the Twelve mile 
Creek, occupying a strong position. Tbe actioo. 
immediately commenced, at the distance of about* 
.three aule& from tbe American camp, M sooa aft^ 



the firing was heard, General lR,ipley formed hiis^ 
4>rigade, and by order of General Brown advan- 
ced to the support of General Scott. - His bri- 
gade that morning reported 740 men fit lor doty ; 
of. these a hundred or more were on guard, or out 
of camp when he was ordered to march. He pro-" 
ceeded instantly and with bis uncommon rapidity, 

^ his men actually running a part of the way, and 
arrived on the ground between sunset and dark. 
-At this time General Scott's brigade having suf^- 
lered extremely by the tremendous fire of the en- 
«my^8 artillery of nine pieces planted on a height 
in the centre of their line, was covered in tbe 
woods. Greneral Ripley, as is stated by €renerat 
lii\>wn, was ordered to disengage and relieve 
General Scott, by forming a new Kne ; but the 
precise order was, that he should form on the 
right of General Scott ; and this was the only oi> 
der which he received, except the orcfer at the^ 
close of the action to reUre from the field. His 
aid, lieutenant M'Donald, brin^g intelligence 
that the right of General Scott wotrid bnng him 
in the woods out of the fight, he resolved to ad^ 

^ -vahce directly towards the enemy. As he advan- 
ced^ the fire of the battery was^ directed at bis 
l^rigade. Two dirapnell dielli only, striking the 
23d regiment,, killed and wounded twentyHfour 
iuen. To remain exposed to this dreadful 6te^ 
was impossible, for his brigade also would' soo^^ 
he cut in pieces. There was no alternative but 
sekherto can^y the battery, or abandon the field- 
Having made his decision, Greneral Riptey put 
his brigade in motion^ to^ execute the desperate 
tenterprise; fitegsanlless of the enemy's &*€, lie 
(marched down the road until fae arrived witiin at 
.short .distance in front io£ the height. Here ihr 
camoke and. darkness iavoui»»l him, and beiiig hk m 
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faeliow., the shot passed over his head. In order 
to execute his intentions he formed in line his gal* 
lant 21st regiment, in which as well as in Colonel 
^Miller, Ik? had perfect confidence, directly fronting 
the batter}'. He determined to lead liimself the 
23d regiment, which consisted partly of recruits^ 
aiid required his presence, and attack tlve ene- 
my's kft flank to divert their attention from the ^ 
•21st. 

; Having made his arrangements, he marched oBT 
tlie 23d regiment a little to the right, then giving^ - 
it a direction towards, the battery, led his troopfi^ 
to the attack, being himself on horseback. Re- 
ceiving the fire of the enemy, the regiment faul- 
tercd, but he immediately rallied it and renewed" 
rthe action. Colonel Miller made the assault in 
front with determined bravery; and the line of 
infantry, posted for the support of the artillery, . 
^ejng dispered by the attack on the flank, the bat- 
ttery was carried at th.e first charge. Confident 
•that the utmost, efforts would be directed to the 
trecovery of this position and of the artillery, Gen- 
eral Ripley, immediately sent his aid to General 
Brown, to apprise him of what had been done, and 
to request him to remove and secure the cannon, 
-but the request was disregarded. Advancing his 
line some distance in front of the battery, the 23d 
reginient, with Towson's artillery, was formed on 
the right of the. 21st. A part of the 1st regiment,, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Nicholas, was station- 
.ed on the left, and on the extreme left the brave 
-General Porter with his volunteers. Before the 
•close of the battle, the 25th teginient also, under 
Major Jessup, was directed to be brought up, and 
Vas formed on the right of the whole. In this or- 
.der the attack was awaited. General Ripley di- 
^recied the front rank to kneel, and not a giuj* 
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should be fired, until the enemy had defiv^ed hi* 
fire — ^then, that deliberate aim should be taken. 
As the British advanceli to the attack, they re- 
qelved such a deadly fire, as to be driven again 
down the hill. These charges were repeated five 
Or six times with the same result At this period 
Geueml Scott,, eager to strike a decisive blow, 
threw himself before General Ripley's line with- 
out apprising him of the movement, attacked the 
enemy, but was wounded and repulsed. Beings 
between two fires, it is supposed, that in conse- 
ouence of the darkness and confu;$ion, he suffered 
-irom both. Obstinate and indignant at the loss 
of the battery, and at the result of every attempt 
to recover it, the British forces advanced with he- 
roic determination. General Ripley!s brigade,, 
and other troops upder his cojmmand, were form- 
ed as before. Notwithstanding a most destruc- 
tive fire, the enemy pressed on and engaged with 
the point of the bayonet. Overcome by numbers, 
our troops on the right and left gave way ; Tow- 
son was obliged to spike and abandon his pieces,, 
and total discomfiture seemed unavoidable. But 
n part of tlie central brigade, animated by the 
gallantry of their commander, remained firm ; 
the fianks were rallied.by his exertions, and the 
exertions.^ of the brave officers, and the enemy 
wras again forced down the hill. This was the tec- 
mijaation of the conflict, for at tliis period, after 
the enemy had been repulsed in the last attack, 
General Ripley received an order from General 
Brown to collect his wounded, and retire immedi- 
ately to camp. Upon going to his rear, and finding 
that the cannon bad not been removed, and, ' the 
trophies of victory had not been accomplished^ 
according to his request, he ordered a detachment^ 
of Porter's volunteers to drag them off the ground; 
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Biit the want of ropes rendered it necessary td 
leave them behind. Besides, the men after fight- 
'' lag five or six hours, were exhausted by fatigue, 
: and incapable of exertion. Nor was it safe to 
linger in the rear, for the enemy immediately 
pressed up the hill, and actually took several 
prisoners by the side of the artillery. As Gene* 
ral Ripley marched from the field of battle, but 
two platoons of General Scott's brigade under 
Major Levenworth, could be collected ; and of 
the whole army, ItAvas estimated by several offi- 
ters, that no more than 500 men returned with 
him to camp, the rest having been dispersed. 

Such was the heroic enterprise, which was pro- 
jected, ordered' and executed by General Ripley, 
who was on horseback, arid frequently in front dur- 
ing th(B whole engagement. Two musket balls pierc- 
ed his hat, another struck a button of his coat, And 
another wounded his horse. The principal officer 
^belonging to his brigade, that fell, was the bravte 
Major M'Farland of the 23d. Of six Generals 
present, four were severely, ^9Md one sightly woun- 
ded. General Ripley alone, although exposed to 
^very danger, was unhurt. In this action, there 
"was a greater loss of men in killed and wounded^ 
than occurred in any battle daring the war of the 
revolution — ^the British acknowledging a loss of 
'878 ; and our loss but 743. Tlie last charge, 
labout the k<mt of midnight, was a fear&il and tre- 
'Aiendoiis t^onflict 

After the retnrn to camp. General Brown, who 
states that he had assigned the command to Gene- 
'ral Ripley, yet ordered him^ as the day dawned,. 
^'t^ put himself on the field of battle, and meet 
the enemy if he appeared.*' He was ordered to 
"Hake his own brigade and Porter's V4»tunteer$. He 
inarched accordingly $ but after cr^isi&g tbe Cfaif " 
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pewa, was ordered to furnish refresfameiitsl^lfi^ 
men. At this times and not before, the 1st of Gen* 
eral Scott's brigade, was added to his conHnand^^ 
Coming in sight of 4he enemy, and finding that 
they occupied the battle ground, retaiiiing their 
cannon, he halted his troops, determined not to 
risk a general action with an enemy * superior irt 
numbers and position.' The wisdom of abandon- 
ing the battery in the night, in order to take it 
^gain in the morning, was to him inexplicable. If 
he was beaten, he knew that he had no place of 
retreat, and that the wh(5le army would be lost 5 
whereas, if the enemy, by a miracle, should again 
he dislodged and beaten, they would retire in 
safety • to Fort George. He therefore -determined 
to exercise that prudence which indeed is not 
always reputable, b«t which is essential to the 
character of a good General, and frequently ne- 
t:es8ary to the safety of an army. General Por- 
ter concurring with him in opinion respecting the 
impolicy of the proposed attack, he «ow resol- 
ved to be ac^t* a?, and not merely nominal^ com- 
mander of the army. For the sake of harmony, 
however, he first made a representation to Gener 
ral Brown, who at length ordered the troops to 
return to camp, and soon crossed over himself 
to the American side of tlie river. . 

Our army, now left in the unquestioned Com- 
mand of General Ripley, was in a critical situs^ 
tion for the whole efl'ective strength, regulars and 
volunteers, did not exceed 2000 men. Sending 
off the sick and wounded, General Ripley .burnt 
the bridge over the Chippewa, and commenced 
his retreat in good order, upon Erie, destroying 
-every bridge as he passed it, to- impede the ad- 
vance of the enemy. He encamped for the night 
opposite to Black Rock. July 27tby be* took up 



% fididlioii oppof ite Buffalo ; his right resting on 
fort Erie, and bis line extending about 800 yards 
to Snake Hill on the left. Here be determined 
to fortify, designating himself the line of defence. 
Majors M^Ree and Wood were the engineers.—* 
The cid Fort Erie which was extremely feeble, 
was stren^hened, and a strong work, called Fort 
WiHiams or Towson's battery, was constructed 
on Snake HiH. These two principal works were 
connected by a line of intreuchments and tra- 
verses, wluch extended also on the right from 
Fort Erie to Niagara riven On the left from 
Snake Hit! to the lake, there was an abbatis. 
Thus a triangular space was enclosed. The 
whole army laboured on the lines through the day, 
and some of the more athletic in the night. Du- 
ring the whole night, one third of the officers and 
men were kept up to the woriis, attended by Gen- 
eral Ripley or some one of his family, ready to 
resist a sudden attack. By such great exertions 
a respectable defence was in a few days construc- 
ted. It was four or five days before General 
Drummond, with a much superior force, encam- 
ped opposite Black Rock, having unaccountably 
lost an opportunity, which could not be retrieved. 
To his surprise he found our troops strongly 
fdrtrfied. 

General Gaines, who arrived from Sackett's 
Harbour on the 4th or 5th of August, beii^ su- 

Eerior in rank, took the command at Fort Erie ; 
ut the system of vigilance and^defence, which 
had be«ii instituted, was continued. General 
Ripley resumed the command of his brigade, 
w'hich was stationed on the left flank. 

The camp at Fort Erie was; attatked by the 
British on the 15th of August. They were repul- 
sed; On this occasion tli^ dispositions of Gene- 
VOL. II. 23 
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ral Ripley were so judiciously made, that be 
received no orders from the Commanding ofScer 
General Gaines. Tlie particulars of this affair ^ 
are distinctly given in consequence of the unwar- 
rantable report of General Brown of September 
1st, censuring him ^' for not meeting and beating 
the enemy on the 26th of July." Apprehensive of - 
the designs of the British, General Kipley ordered 
Hp his whole brigade to the works, and apprized . 
(by his aid) General Gaines of the intentions of 
the British,, who were advancing 1500 strong, on 
the left by the point Abino road, secretly, with do 
flints in their guns, relying on^he bayonets for 
success. Laeutenant Bellknap, of the 23d, wlio 
commanded .the picket guard 200 yards In ad- 
vance, first discovered the enemy^ gave ;tbem his 
fire and retired in good order. His exertions to 
save his men had nearly cost him bis life, as he 
was so hard pushed that he was bayoneted when 
entering .the sally post, but recovered. The 
attack was so ;much resisted by a degtructive fire 
from Towson's battery and the 21i5t regiment 
^f Infantry, under Major Wood, who comman- 
ded in tlie absence of Colonel Miller, then on 
l)usiness at Buffalo, that they wer£ compelled to 
retreat The enemy renewed the attack and 
were again repulsed. Two hundred of the Bri- 
tish waded into the lake in order to pass the 
American abbatis and gain possession of their 
works. These were repulsed by a destructive 
fire of two tcompanies of reserve under Captain' 
!Mai:ston, order^ down to the water's edge by 
General Ripley. The British were repulsed on 
his flank, with theios^ of 147 prisoners!; and Gen* 
eral Ripley .detached five companies to aid the 
Anfieriiian right. The loss of the British was, by 
Aeir own report, 005, while that of the Americaus 
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'amounted only to 84. General Gaines did not 
'jbdge it prudent to make a sortie. General 
' Gaines was wounded in his quarters by a shell on 
the 28th of August, and General Ripley was con- 
■ tiuued by General Brown, in command, during 
the siege, which lasted for ^ix weeks. He was 
frequently exposed to danger from the numerous 
shells which the enemy threw into the fort, during 
its investment. The report of General Brown, 
induced GeneraF Ripley to demand a court of 
inquirj^ — Fearful of its result, General Brown re- 
fused the equitable request. In order to wipe a- 
way the stigmay ungenerously attempted to be 
cast on his reputation, General Ripley applied 
to the Secretary at War, for redress, and the 

• Secretary promised that a court of inquiry 
should be held as soon as the officers requisite for 
holding such a court, could be spared from the 
service. In executing a sortie, on the ITth of • 

- September, General Ripley commanded' the re- 
' serve, which he early brought up to support the 

advance. After the British batteries were carri- 

- edj Gen<eral Brown committed the whole to Gen- 

- eral Ripley's command, with orders to act as cir- 
. cumstances might require. ' The General attempt- 
ed an attack o» the enemy's camp, and was woun- 

• ded in the advance by a musket ball, and carried, 

• apparently dead, to Fort Erie. The attemj>t 
was successful— the cannon- of two or three of 
their batteries were spiked, and the Americans 
yetured to their quarters, the loss of both parties 
being nearly equal. At the close of tiie cam- 
paign^ Fort Erie was abandoned, and the Ame- 
tdcan army crossed over to Buffalo. Ripley's 
wound was very .dangerous, and his ^ifferings 
were excruciating. He travelled by slow stages^ 
asd arrived at Albany, in February^ 1815, andi 
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finaUy recovered. As soon as the service per*- 
mitted. Generals Dearborn, Bissel, and Ab^or 
Porter, were appcnnted a Court of Inquiry, and 
witnesses summoned, according to General Bip- 
ley's request. General Brown used every exer-^ 
tion to prevent the sitting of the court, bat Gene- 
ral Ripley persisted in bis i^uest. However^ to 
save the reputation of .General Brown in public 
opinion, an order from the Secretary at war, by 
direction of the President of the United States 
was received in Marcli, dissolving the court, and, 
as a salvo for Ripley's wounded feelings, a 
Mi^or*General's commission by .brevet, was a- 
warded him, bearing date, the 25tb of July, pre^ 
ceding the day od which the battle of Niagara 
was fought. Peace shortly after was announced, 
which caused a reduction in the army. The 
General had not occasion to say entirely, that re- 
publics are ungrateful, whatever may have been 
the disposition of the Cabinet towards him, in »• 
warding to others undeserved honours. The ijt^ 
gislature of the State of Georgia, passed him a 
vote of thanks^ — ^that of New-York, a vote of 
thanks, and a sword; and the Congress of the 
United States, a vote o( thanks and a gold medal^ I 
as a recognition of his valuable services. On the j 
reduction of the army, the voice of the puUic ia § 
his favour was such, that he was continued on | 
the peace establishment; although some others | 
who had spent their lives in their country's ser- 
vice, through intrigue and cabal, were thrown in- ' 
to the vale of obscurity and private life. 

in his person he is tall, but well formed. His | 
features .are strongly marked, and his counte- 
nance open— ^his disposition mild. His versatile 
talents have gained him celebrity, alike in the ft- 
. rum, the field, and the Cabinet, and should the 
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ftarsh clftngotir of arms, again call him to th« fiel<S 
in bis country's defence — this past life warrants^ 
the belief that he wiU do his country much more: 
service. 



ftTAJOR-GENERAL 

WINFIELD SCOTT; 

Virginia claims the honour of Greneral WinfielcS 
Skott's birth. *He was born in Dinwiddie coun« 
ty, near PcJtersburg, on the 1 3th June, 1785. Hia^ 
classic pursuits were closed in William and Mary 
College, Hlaving undergone the probationary 
stiidies of the law, he settled in Petersburg, and 
commenced its practice in 1806, after he had at- 
tained his 21st year. However he may have 
been flattered with the prospects of success is im- 
material. After the affair of the Chesapeake ia 
-1807, he applied and received a Captain's com- 
iBission in the regiment of light-artillery raised 
by Congress, upon the enlargement of the United' 
jBlates' army, after that event. At Richmond 
iafe in the fall of 1808, Captsun* Scott,, received' 
the pay of his men for the months of September 
and October, as appieared by the pay-roll of his 
company. Early in 1609^ he embarked' under 
Colonel 'Parker, from Norfolk^ for New-Orleans.. 
A^fier his arrival at his destination^ he complain*-- 
ed of the appointment of. a . Captain B^nckhead 
over him^ His General informed him of the pro- 
per mode of redress, for- which the Captain wa^ 
very thankful. In the incipiency of the summer 
•f the same year, he applied for, and obtained ai 
Audough' from General Wilkinson hr 60 or 99^ 

23* . 
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^3r8, to velum to Vitgialay havtag declared tba^ 
ijt was hU intention to recign, his only motive fot^ 
entering the armv being the tpiir of the occoMnf . 
in consequence of the Chesapeake affair. 

During this period, he was engaged with a Dr. 
* Claude, of Maryland, a Surgeon in the army, ia 
an affair of a personal nature, and, however great 
he may have displayed personal courage anud 
the conflict of armies, he is said not to have msuH 
ifested that cool intrepidity on this occasicm so 
highly appreciated in the character of a knig^t^ 
arrant, in the days of aptient chivalry. 

As soon as Colonel Parker had ^ knowledge 4^ 
Captain Scott's furiough by report, he apfdied to 
tieneral Wilkinson to know its truth^^ The.Gede^ 
fal verified it. Upon this Colonel Parker re-* 
marked to the General, that he hoped Captaip^ 
Scott would settle with his men for their twa 
month's pay .prior to bis departure* Captaift^ 
Scott having debarked for Virginia on fudougb^ 
lis command devolved on Lieutenant John H. T«- 
Istis, to whom his company Referred a format* 
f omplaint at Terre*au-Baeuf ; which, with accom- 



^ panyittg dopfiments, was delivered to General' 

Wilkinson, in 1810. The letter of Lieutenant^ 
Estis is dated, July 9^ 1810. Tiie certificate froB|: 
the War Department verifying the pay-roll a^ 
given in by CaptaiaS^ott, is dated June 28, 181Q;». 
Anumbejr of the non-^coramissioaed officers, musi- 
cians aiKl privates, of the Captain^s cqmmsui^^ 
pade oath at Terre-au-Boeuf the 9th of Jidy, 1 809, 
that at no time had they ev^ recripted any n^ 
for pay, or receive aiiy monies due tton froi# 
the l&ited States, fiir their servioes during thil 
months of September ^d October,; 1^08. 

On his arrival at the seat of Government^ tba' 
P«4[>t9i«^pbtW^^ ^^t^n^ioa of furlough^ and (tt# 
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jwt rejoin Us coiDpany untfi the l^^moBth of aaf 
lumQ or the first oT winter^ foUowkag* 
. Dr. Upshaw, a su^eoa iir the ajn»y had.a<)i&f^ 
rence with Cajpt^^uScott^ p^ior to ;hi8> departure 
to the Atlantic Stales, apd a persoqid kiterview of 
^f^)A^ was preveiited by a .sick-|»pd vvhich almost 
prostrated the Doctor at the threshold of a l&or^ 
fiiveful opponent. Howeiver, the Doctor having 
ce<»>vered9 after the return oi Captain Scoti, he« 
i^>on a 'knowledge oC the Capt^n's^ detin^ueiicyi. 
pyelerred charges against him. A court of inqvii* 
py was held, whichTesnlted in the call of a court* 
martial* The i:ottrt, after gin^g h|» a full h|»ar<* 
ing, in conseqmence of ample te$timopy, foiind' 
\km guilty \vt aquaHfied «ense and suspended bia}. 
from .command for twelve months. The CMise* 

guence of this, was on ct^^ir of honour, iietweea 
laptain Scott and Df. Upshaw> Onthis occasion 
the Captain is said to have b^ba^ad os he did in a 
similar affair wilib Dr. Claude*. 
. Although -the cbavfi^ were exhibited against* 
Captain Scott, while Oenend WiUdmoii commau^ 
ded on the New-Orleans itatioir, y^ the court 
was held and the sentences made Jinowu whila 
General Hampton was the superior officer. 

Captain Scott next appeared on :tbe publie 
Stage in the. character of a Judgcr-advocate, on 
^le trial of Colonel Ckishing, in.March, IdJZ. Oo 
^s occasion he ov^a^N^dhirpart uirtbepetseeu^ 
|kip of that office, wl^o had grown grey in ser- 
Jiice. As Judgeradvocaitft, :he .pvepared^ ao ;ae% 
5pauDt of that trial and gai^ it for ;pid[>]Aeation M 
ikb« Analectic Magazine, befovse i^ Jiad . rooeivad 
^^ sauttion oCcoperiorpowey. 

Gapt^ £kqtt left New Orleans with ^General. 
'Hampton, in 1812, and bating arrived ai ^th^ «eai. 
w£^ Qb^r^nmant, was . appoi»tadA Iiiieiit^|uai^Co» 
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toiiel of the 2d regiaient of artillery, under C^H^ 
nei Izard, over the beads of men wha had been 
from twelve to fifteen years in sendee. The cm^ 
flrmation of this nomioati<Hi in the' Senate of €be 
United States met with some opposition^ aiii 
owed its success to Ml*. Gilesy a Senator from 
Virginia. *- 

Early in the autumn, after his elevation^ Colosdh 
Scott repaired to the Niagara frontier of the Uitt* 
ted States with two companies^ of* his regiment^ 
ftnd took station at Black Rock. The first' active 

• 

service in which Colonel Scottwas ever engaged 
with the enemies of his country was a brush wkb 
the British in consequence of the grounding o£ 
the Adams under the guns of the British batteries, 
after her capture from the enemy by Captmii 
filliotof the navy,, assisted by Captaia;Tows<m of 
the United' States' arttHery, on the 9tb of Octobers 
In the unsuccessful invasion of Canada on the Ni-^ 
agara frontier, under Major^General' Van Renn« 
sdaer, Lieutenant-Colonel Scott wa$ taken pri-^ 
§oner, with 139 of bis regiment^ when vaUantfy 
contending against a superior force on Queens- 
town Heights, anduwas sent as such to Quebec* 
About a month after he embarked for Boston, on 
parole^ and was regularly exchanged in January^ 
1813. After bis return to active service he joined 
General Dearborn » in the character of Adjutant* 
General of the Northern^army, :^ . ^ 

* Major^General -Dearborn,, with near 5000 meii| 
BOW determined on attempting the Reduction of tife' 
Peninsula on tlie opposite side of the straits. Of 
this, Fort George was the bulwark. The necessa* 
ly arrangements having been completed, at one 
•'clock in the morning, May 27th,' the whole armjT 
•mbarked on Lake Ontario^ three miles feast from 
JKort Niagara* It was arranged. in six 
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af bdots ; the ^sc «ODl«iie4 tbe mivwaac^ giiavd 
nder Colonel Scott. This was followed by Col. 
Porter with the field traio, the brigades of Bo^ 
Winder, and Chandler^ and a reserve under Col, 
Macomb. 

ConiinodoreCbaunceyy with his squadron, f»* 
voured the- descent/ by the fre of his small scboo* 
ners ; and Captain Perry, then serving under Com« 
fliodore Channeey, volunteered to conduct the di- - 
visions. In the discharge of this duty, he was 
present at every point where he could be usefult 
under showers of musketry, and rendered very es* 
sential services to the advance guard, which he 
accompanied nearly to its point of attack. 

At nine in thfe morning, Colonel Scott effected 
his landing, in good order, under a heavy fire .of 
aiusketry and artiHery, about a mile and a quar*^ 
ter from the village of Newark, and the -same dis« 
fance west of the mouth of the Niagara. He fonii* 
ed bis. line on the beach of the lake, covered bv 
a bank of twelve or fifteen feet in height, which 
served as a parapet against the enemy's fire.-r«» 
This bank was to be scaled against the bayoneta- 
of the enemy, who bad now drawn up bis forces 
1500 strong, immediately on its brow. Thev 
were Soon driven from their ground by a brisk 
and vigorous charge, but rallied, and took a se« 
coad position behind a ravine, at a little distance* 
A short action ensued, which ended in the total 
rout of the enemy at ev^ry point. During the 
last five minutes, Boyd had landed in the rear of 
the advance guard, and a part of his brigade par- 
ticipated in the action. Colonel Scott pursued 
the rout as far as the village, where he was joi^ ed 
by the 6tfa regiment, under Colonel Miller ; from 
thence the enemy was closely pressed at a distance 
€j£&ve miles up iheiiver, until Scott was recalledl 
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: finom the pursuit' by order of tJenc^fal Lewisr/ AJk 
. the American troops approached towards Fort' 
. George, it was^perceived'tfaat the garrison weire 

in the act of abandoning the work, l^wo compa?. 

nies were instantly detached from the head of tte 

pursuing column, to prevent* this movement, and. 

-some prisoners were made. They were attfie dis- 

- tance of about eight, paces from the fort; when 

- one of its magazines b)ew up- with a dreadful ex- 
« plonon. The front gate was instantly forced by 
, the Americans ; Scott was the* first to enter, and 
' look with his own^hands the British flag yet war- 
ring over the workc. At the same time Captains 
Hindsman and Stockton snatched away the matdfr*. 
es which had been applied by the retreating gar- 
rison to three other magazines. 

In these several affairs, the total loss of the; 
American army, in killed and wounded, amounted. 
" to 120^ of which 89 were of Colonel Scott's com-, 
mand ; 107 of the enemy were killed at the point 
of ascent from .the bank^ and the whole number 
' of prisoners was 264. 

On being promoted to a regiment, Colonel*. 
^ Scott resigned the office of Adjutant-General, io' 
► the month of July, ISK* 

It had been determined', as all our readers welt 
-temember, to collect a- large fo'rce at SacketiV 

• Harbour, with, a view to an enterprise ageunst^ 
i Kingston or Montreal-, towards the close of the 

• campaign. The force under General Wilkinsofi. 
'5 accordingly embarked at Fort George on the w. 

- of October, and proceeded down the lake. Col- ^ 
i oneL Scott was lefi in command of a-garrispn^of . 

some seven, or eight hundred mcn^ regulars and 
militia, for the defence of Fort George. The 
British army, in the meanwlulcj remained ihao 
li¥e in the positioa which it had held for some tiice^ 
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^t4he distance of four miles from the fort, untR 
October 9tb, when General De Hottenburg sud- 
•^f&ly broke up his encampiDent, -and retreated to 
Barpogton Heights, a distance of -SStniles, aban- \ 
doiii^g the whole Niagara frontier. During the 
sevi;0 days in which he was kept jn suspense by 
die threatening aspect of De Rottenburg, Colo- 
nel Scott made the greatest exertions to strength- 
en /his defences. The enejooy, however, did not . 
tiink, it prudent to s^ttack him. . 

Colonel Scott Was accordingly relieved in the 
^rommand of Fort George, h^ Brigadier-Gene/al 
M^CIure of the New-York militia, and mardied 
las garrison towards Sackett's Harbour, to join 
4he expedition under General WiHiinvon, which 
was then preparing to descend the St. Lawrence. 
After a forced march of nineteen ^ays, through : 
rain and mud, during the whole of .which time 
the sun was not visible for twelve hour-^, he learn* 
ed upon his arrival in the neighbourhood of Sack* 
ett's Harbour, that the expedition had already ta- 
ken its departure. He therefore left his column, 
and, by a forced .effort of two days and one nighty 
came lip with4he army, and joined it just above 
O^densburgh and Prescott. He was assigned t0 
ti^e command of a battalion in the corp$ (Telite 
under Colonel Macomb. In the i»i|bsequent de- 
scent of the St Liawrence, he commanded the t 
vaa of the army. 

The terminationof Ais can4>atgn, was the re- 
sult of intrigue, and General Wilkinson, the Com- 
mander, became its victim, at the head of which 
were General Armstrong the Secretary at War^ 
and Brigadier-General Hampton, who avoided 
the punishment of disobedience of orders b^ a 
tLpaely resignation. . 
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4Dg wintev at Albany. Early m March, 1814^ be 
was pnwAteil to tiv& raak of Brigadier-Geiii^ad» 
- and joined M»or*6eiaera) Brown there, on his 
route to the rlia^ara frontier, early in Aprii. 
Soon after, (SeMral Brow'D wa» reealkd to Sack- 
Lett's Harbour, and the 'command, m consequence, 
devolved on Brigadter^General Seottj who imait- 
^iately atttftmbled the ailnyy and «9taMbhed a 
camp of instruction at Bufflilo. All the officers 
weftf drilfed by the CoRimandnig' General in pei«- 
•son; thege then ins^tmcted the rank and file ; cooH 
|>aniel wei^ then formed and sal^eeted to die 
safme procesi ; next b«ttalfoni$, which were> also 
instructed by General Scott in perkyn, and finalff 
the troops were carried through the evoliitions of 
the brigade and the Hne with the same strict at- 
tention to science and method. The army be*- 
came well organleed, and tbe strictest routfaie 
and disc^Ene v^^ere eb^bKshed throughout the 
whole. 

In June, Major-GFeneral- Brown nrtamed io 
Buffalo wi^ r^in<brc^m<^nt9, and on^ tfae^of Jd^ 
the campaign opened^ Tb^ Niagara- wais passed, 
and Fmt Srie taken on the same day : the fott 
was taken possession of by a battalion of the first 
of ScM's brigade, under Maji&r Jessup. Thence 
the American army moved towards Chippewa, 
the first brigade being ten hours in advance, aad 
took a position a mtle and a half above Chippe- 
wa, having a small t^ream intmediatelj^ in front, 
beyond which lay an extensive plain ; its right 
rested on tbe Niagara, and l^ft upon a wood. 
From this tbe British, ln<fia^ and militia annoyed 
the pickefts, -mitil Brigadier-Geneifai Porter^ with 
his command of militia, volunteers,* and fKencHy 
Iiulians drove them back upon Chippewa, where 



iKrinet the whole British cditsnuit in order of bat'^ 
tie, advancing to the, attack. General Porter'f 
ligbt troops soon gave way, in spite of his per- 
sonal gallantry. The cloud of dust which arose, 
and the heavy firing, apprised General Brown of 
die I4>pr4>a€h of the main body of the British. It 
.was now -five o'clock in the afternoon^ when Scott 
was advancing with his brigade to drill on the 
jirery ground on whichtbe action had been fought. 
On the march) be met General Brown, who pass- 
ed on to put the reserve. in motion. When Scott's 
brigade arrived at the bridge over the stream, 
two hundred paces in front of the camp, the ene- 
Hiy was discovered already in order of battle on 
the plain, supported by a heavy battery, within 
point-blank shot of the bridge. Under a. heavy 
fire of artillery GenersJ Scott passed the bridge 
with some loss, and formed his line ; the first and 
v«econd battalions, under M^ors Leavenworth, 
juid M'Neil, formed to the front, parallel to the 
enemy, and opposite to his left and centre : the 3d 
^battalion, under Ms^or Jessup, broke ofi* to the 
lefty and advanced to the front in column to at- 
tack the enemy's right wing, which rested on^ a 
Twood. Towson's battery took a position on the 
4*ight of our army, resting on the river. General 
^cott soon perceived, that.atthough there were no 
intervals in the British lii^e, yet their right wing 
far outflanked his left. This caused the move- 
xoent of Major Jessup ; and to remedy the defect 
•of inferior numbers* the interval was greatly en- . 
.larged between the. other two battalions. All 
these movements were made under the galling 
.fire of the enemy's musketry. and artillery. .The 
action then became general : Major Jessup, two 
hundred yards in front, engaged and broke- ojT 
the em^my's right wing in the wood from his gpn- 
roL. n. 24 
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cral line,, which continued to advance in the plain. 
Briqadier-General Scott, who^ had advanced in 
line from his original position to meet the enemy; 
now halted for a moment. The success in the 
wood gave the enCmy's'line on the plain, which 
continued to advance, a new flank, and the en- 
larged interval between the battalions of Leaven- 
worth and McNeil, enabled the General to thro# 
the battalion of the latter forward on its right, so 
as to stand obliquely to the enemy's charge, and 
flanking him on the right. This movement, com^ 
bined with the fire of Leavenworth's battalion 
and that of Towson's battery, decided the action 
on the plain in fovour of inferior numbers ; whilst, 
at the same lime, the British right in the wood 
was completely routed by Major Jessup. At the 
distance of thirty paces, the whole line broke and 
retreated in confusion to his works behind the 
Chippewa. * 

This action was fought independent of the re*- 
serve under General Ripley, which made a detour 
by order of General Brown to the left, with a view 
of gaining the rear of the enemy, under cover of 
the wood. But the fate of the day was tlecided 
some time before th^ reserve could gain its posi- 
tion. Had thev commanding General suffered th^ 
detour to have been made in due season, the vic- 
tory would have been more complete. The rela- 
tive f9rce of tiie two armies actually engaged, 
was'lhus : Major- General Rial! had in his front 
line 1,700 men, all regular troops, supported by 
the 8th regiment, 450 strdng. The 100th regi- 
ment, which was on the left of the British line, 
commanded by the Marquis of Tweedale, late 
aid-de-camp to Lord Wellington, brought inf6 
action 700 men. He paraded the next day bat 
264. The other regiments engaged suffered pr<>- 
>ortionably. 
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General Porter^s command wa$ not engaged 
after their retreat ; the whole actioiv was subse*- 
quently sustained by Scott's brigade ; which in- 
cluding , To wson's artillery, consisted of but 1,300 
imen fit for duty ; 150 were pn th^ different guards 
and pickets, and not in the action : the American 
Xorce, actually engaged,, did not exceed 1,200 ^ 
men. 

Two days after the action the army passed the 
Chippewa ; it lay at ^Queenstown for two weeUs, 
part of tlie time within gun shotof tlie forts at the 
mouth of the Niagara, then recrossed the Chippe- 
wa^ and encamped at its mouth on the 24th July. 

On the 25th of July, Major Gen. Brown, unap- 
prized of the arrival of Lieut. Gen* Drumraond's 
arfuy from Kingston and Prescott, and his junction 
.with Rial), received false information, (at the 
lime accredited,) tnat Gen. Riall had detached a 
iarge body of troops across the Niagara to Lewis- 
town, as was supposed, to seize or intercept the 
baggage and stores which were at Schlossher, 
and o»n the road thither. Gen. Brown thought to 
/divert the enemy from his object by recalling his 
^tention to his own posts at the mouth of the Ni- 
agara. Brig. Gen.. Scott consequently was order- 
.^ed to march rapidly upon Queenstown, and the 
order was promptly executed. Tlie whole force 
.uedei^ his immediate comiBand consisted of four 
sniall battalions under Col. Brady, and Majors 
.Jessup^ Leavenworth, and M'Neil, with Towson'^s ' 
company of artillery, in all 9^0 men; the pickets 
and guards of the brigade being left behind, were 
hot included. To these were added Harris's troop 
of light dragoons and some mounted volunteers^ 
shaking an aggregate of 1050 men. With this 
force Brig. Gen., Scott marched from the camp; 
the enemy were soon discovered, and reported ta 
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Major-Gen* Brown. At nearly three miles 'froift 
the camp, and just in the vicinity of the catarael 
of Niagara, Scott learned that the enemy w^s'ifi 
some force directly in front, a narrow piece of 
woodland alone intercepting them from his view^ 
This proved to be the advance corps of Druia* 
mond s army, then in march to attack the AmetK 
cair army in its position at Chippewa. On a clbs^ 
reconnoitre, this force was found to be drawn up 
en a ridge, running out at right angles from im 
Kiagara. Notwithstanding their superiority of 
number. Gen. Scott resolved on the attack. Wait- 
ing only to communicate this information to tfatft 
commanding General, he' advanced upon them, 
and by the time the message was delivered, the ac- 
tion had been commenced, and had already be- 
come close and general some time before the re- 
mainder of the division crossed the Chippewa. 
.' The enemy had already 1500 men in line; the 
Temainder of Drummond's army were on their 
inarch from Fort George, and arrived successively 
at intervals of fifteen and twenty minutes. Of tli 
line in view, the -left rested on the road, between 
which and the river was a space of 200 paces in 
breadth, covered by woods. Major Jessup, sustain- 
ed by Col. Brady, was oMered to penetrate this 
wood, and turn the enemy's left wing. The action 
BOW opened in front, on the part of Scott's artille- 
ry and his two remaining battalions. The dra- 
goons were not engaged on either side. The en- 
emy, finding that he far outflanked on his right, 
threw forward two battalions to take our army on 
the left. Thesd were promptly beaten out of the 
field ; at the same moment the action was desper- 
ately contested in front by Towson and Colonel 
Brady, whilst Jessup completely succeeded in turn- 
ing the -enemy's left, taking prisoner Major-Gen^ 
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#ral RiaiF ancLfiev^ral other officers on the..rear«> 
ppd then charged back through the enemy s line^ 
.cuttiilg off a portion of that wing, and showing 
himself again to his own armjr in ^ bla^e of fire* 
The action, which had comraenced half an houjr 
>efore sunset, had now lasted until about half after 
f^bt^ The enemy's right wing had been beaten 
•«pt of the field, his left turned and. cut off; his 
..i^entrie alonie remained firm,, resting on a height 
l^oasiderably above the general elevation; of the 
ijdge^ and. supported by nine pieces of artillery. 
But fresh battalions were joining the enemy evetyr 
4o8tant from, below. Such was the $tate of the 
action, when Major-General Brown arrived with 
tb^ reserve, after, the battle had thus raged for 
an hour and forty minutes* Thp remainder 
q{ the action,, after General Brown bad assumed 
the command, cannot be better.related than in hi^ 
Qwn words. " Apprehending^" says he, ^* that 
Scott's brigade was much exhausted, and knowing 
Ibat it had suffered severely, I determined to inter- 
pose a new line with the advancing troops, and 
;tbus disengage it and hold its brigade in reserve* 
■, Orders, were accordingly given to General Ripley. 
The British artillery occupied a, hill, advanta- 
geously, which was the key to the whole position, 
Jht was supported by a line of infantry. Tp secure 
the victory, it was necessary to carry the artillery, 
and seize the height. This duty was assigned to 
Colonel MillerV who advanced steadily to hisobject^ 
and carried the height and the. cannon. . General 
Ripley brought up the 23d to his support, and the 
enemy disappeared from before them. The ene- 
my, rallying his forces, and as is believed, having 

• * Captain Ketchum of the 25tby was..the officer vhO' 
^6ok.G«n«ral Blall persomillyt 

24* ' 
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received reipfoi^raeiits, now attenqiled tO'^Ariv«r 
us from our positionv and regun hk aitillei7»' 
Our line was unshaken, and the enemy repubak 
Two other attempts, having the same olgect, ^acfe 
tiie same issue. General Scott was again eqgageA 
In repelling the former of those $ and the l^t I sam 
of him on the field of battle, he was near the faeai 
of his column, and giving to its march a direction, 
that would have placed him on the enemy's rights' 
Having been for some time womided, and being «i 
good deal exhsiusted by loss of blood, it became 
my wish to devolve the command on Genecal 
Scott, and retire from the field : but on enqairing^ 
learned that he was disabled by wounds ; I there^^ 
fore kept my post, and had the satiirfaction to set^ 
fhe.eaemy's last effort repulsed." 

General Scott was finaJly disaUed by a woond 
from ,a musket ball through his right shouldei^' 
v^ich be received about haJf past ten, just brforc' 
the final close of the action. He had been weund«> 
led two hours before, in the left side, had lost tw4: 
horses, killed under him, and his aid, Lieirtenan# 
Worth, and his Brigade*Msyor, Smith, bad both' 
been wounded by his side* The4oial loss <^ Ul; 
brigade was 490 in killed and wounded out of SSQ^ 
including more than thirty officers. 

The conduct of General Scott in this battle, ic 
' aaid to have displayed more of bravery than e£ 
prudence.-^Time alone can develope the trttth oC 
Ae assertion. 

On the day in which thia action took plaee^ 
JSrigadier-General Seott was appointed, by tht. 
President, a Major^General by iNoevet. liit. 
wounds were for some time exceedingly painfii 
and dangerous, and obliged him lo retire for & 
time irom. active sendee. As soAn as he was con^- 
ial(9icent, be nas appOiirtedto tk^WMt^wA^ 



iitt-fcntfa mffi t ar y dhtrict, vfaereiie vas^tionk 
fid. Beside his military rank, be has received- 
mamyi testimoiiials of respect : among whick are a 
a -vmte of thanks, and a medal, from Congress ^ a 
svopd presented by the eitiietts of his native place^ 
Betecsbiirg ; a sword and vote of thanks from the 
Legislature of Virginia ; and bis name has ^beea 
given to a new conwty of that state. In addition 
to these civil honours, be received a literary one 
from Princeton College, which was conferred in a. 
rery flattering manner. 

He repaired to Baltimore and assumed his com* 
ntand a short time after the enemy had retreated^ 
from before that city. He was received with 
jBttcbdistinction, General Smith of the Maryland 
MUitta, the hero of Mud Fort, in the revoluti<Hia- 
ry-war, who commanded during the attack on 
4iiat place, immediately resigned. It was thought 
kgr the inhabitants, that General Scott had not 
ti«ated^ him^ on bis arrival, with that respect that 
•dtflucacyand paGteness required— At least sudt 
jwas the reAson assigned at the time, for Genend* 
Sfnkfa'fi rerignatioa. After Peace was restored one 
M»e redactioaof the army, Creneral Scott was re« 
4aaaed an *tbe service, over the heads oT men who> 
4iad grown grey in service. Having obtained st* 
Jbrlough^he visited £nglandand France,and on bis . 
return he was appointed to command, with bb 
Jiead*q«arters' at Fhiladelphia^ and afterwards^ 
transferred to New- York, vdiere he at present re* 
jnains« He married a lady of Vii^inia, of one of 
^le first fkmilies in 'his nalvve state. The General: 
it rifling aix feet in hei^, and itH and slender m 
1^ persoB.. 

He is accused of proaeness to intrigue, and h- 
•aid 10 ^ve derii«a much of his fame and milita<« 

jy coBsequeace from that ^anamstattcei^ Wbetkir 



demerits the exalted rank he now bolds^or^be. 
charge alleged against iiim by his adyersaciesi 
lime only can develope. His present biographer 
k averse to every species of flattery, and can onljr 
q>eak of him from the nmterials laid before the 

EibUc eye, as he is not intimately acquainted with 
s private history-' 



CAPTAIN 

ISAAC HULL 

Was bom at Derby, in the state of Connecticutt- 
about ten miles from New*Haven. After receiv- 
ing a school education, he adopted the pn^essioa 
of a seaman, in which he afterwards became m^tr 
ter of a vesseh He was in this situation at the fini 
establishment of the navy, and, at that time, re^ 
ceived the appointment of a lieutenant. He al« 
ways ranked high as an exceHent seaman ; an a(» 
-tentive and vigilant officer* It is only since the 
•declaration of the war with Great Britain, that 
Captain Hull: has 'become an object of public .9^ 
tentipn by two brilliant exploits ; the one exfail>- 
iting an instance of admirable skill as a seamai^ 
and the other, of his gallantry as an officer. 

Leaving Chesapeake Bay on the- 1 2th of Juljis, 
1812, in the Constitution, of forty-four guns, he, 
on the 17th, fell close in with a Eiritish squadron, 
consisting of one ship of the line, four frigates, a 
Lbrigandaschooner,. the nearest frigate within gu&r 
shot. It was a dead calm, and the only headv^ 
to be made was by towing. The enemy attach^ 
a^ his boat^to two frigates, and by so doing, 
^sguned on. the. Constitution, so as to briiKg wm 



0t\&9hofW guns to bear on her. In this sUtMtition 
tbey continued all day, the Gonstitutton occasion* 
AHy firing her stern chasers; and it was not until 
the next morning that a light breeie enabled he? 
to esca]>e from an enemy so much superiour ia 
Ibrce, as to render a contest desperate. Tht 
whole chase lasted sixty hours, and during all that 
time the gallant crew remained at their station!^ 
without a murmulr. Notbiag can evince a more 
decided superiority of activity and skill on the 
prart o{ the Americans, than this extraordinary es- 
cape from two frigates towed by the boats of a 
yquadron of seven vessels. It is related oh good 
authority, that the enemy himself expressed his 
admiration of the skill with which Captain HuH 
ikianoeuvred his vessel and effected bis escape. 

The public notice taken of this affair, mA the 
prases besto'K^d on Captain Hull, induced him, on 
arriving at Boston, to insert the following card in 
the books of the Exchange Coffee-House. 

*^ Captain Hull finding that Ins friends in Bos*- 
fdiy are correctly inf<H*med of his situation when 
cbased'by the British squadron off New- York, and 
l9iat they are good enough to give him more cred- 
'it for having escaped it than he ought to claim, 
takes this opportunity of requesting them to trans- 
fer their good wishes to Lieutenant Morris and the 
other brave officers, and the crew under his com- 
mand, for the very great exertions and proitipt 
attention to his orders, while the enemy were in 
chase. Captain Hull has great pleasure in say-^ 
ing, that notwithstanding the lei^th of the chase, 
'and the officers and crew being deprived of sleep,, 
and allowed but little refreshment during the timej. 
iiot a murmur was heard to escape them." 

On the nineteenth of August, 1812, Captain 
iSoIt, with the sam€ vessel, the sameofficei^^ ami 
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the saiM crew^ fell in with a large fvigale, which 
struck to him after a close action of thirty mioiites^ 
She proved to be his Majesty's shipthe Guarriert^ 
rated at thirty-eight guns^ and carryii^ fifty; 
commanded by Captain J. R. Dacres, wbo-sois^ 
time before had politely endorsed on the regbtet 
of a merchant ship, an invitation to Captain HuH 
to give him a meeting of this kind. We give th^ 
particulars of the action in bis own words. 

United States* frigate Constitu tion,^ oW 
Boston Light, August m, 1812. 

Sir — I have the honour to inform you^ that on 
the i9th instant, at two p. m. being in latitude 41, 
42, and longitude 5By 48, with the Constitution- 
under my command, a sail was discovered from 
the mast-head, bearing £. by s. or £. s. £• but 
at such a distance we could not tell what she was* 
All sail was instantly made in chase, and soon 
found we came up with her. At three, p. m. could 
plainly see that she was a ship on the starboard 
tack, under easy sail, close on a wind ; at half 
past three p. m. made her out to be a frigate; 
continued the chase until we were within about 
three miles, when I ordered the light sails to be 
taken in, the courses hauled up, and the ship clear- 
jcd for action. At tiirs tinae the chase had backed 
his main-top'-sail, waiting for us to come down — 
Af soon as the Constitution was ready for actioi^ 
I bore down with an intention to bring him to 
close action immediately, but on our coming, withr 
in gun shot, she gave us a broadside, and filled 
away, and wore, giving us a broadside on the oth- 
er tack, but without ejSfect ; her shot falling short 
She continued wearing and laianceuvringfor abouf 
three quarters of an hour, to get a raking position, 
but finding she could not, she l>ore up, and ruB 
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iinder her topsails and jib, with the wind on the 
quarter. 1 immediately tnade sul, to bring the 
ship up with her, and five minutes before six p. m. 
being along «ide within half pistol shot, we com- 
menced a heavy fire from siU our gunS; double 
shotted with round and grape, and so well direct* 
ed'were they, and so warmly kept up, that in fif- 
teen minutes his miien-mast went by the board, 
and bis main yard in the slings, and the hull, rig- 

fUDg and sails very much torn to pieces. The fire 
as kept up with equal warmth for fifteen minutes 
longer, when his main-mast and fore-mast went, 
taking with them every spar, excepting the bow- 
sprit. On seeing this we ceased firing, so that iu 
thirty minutes after we got fairly alongside the en- 
emy, she surrendered, and had not a spar stand- 
ing, and her hull below and above water so shat- 
tered, that a few more broadsides must have car- 
ried her down. 

After informing you that so fine a ship as the 
"Guerriere, commanded by an able and experienc- 
ed officer, had been totally dismasted, and other- 
wise cut to pieces so as to make her not worth tow- 
ing into port, in the short space of thirty minutes, 
you can have no doubt of the gallantry and good 
conduct of the officers and ship^s company 1 have 
"the honour to command. It only remriins with 
me to assure you, that they all fought with great 
bravery ; and it gives me great pleasure to say, 
-that from the smallest boy in the ship, to the old- 
est seaman, not a look of fear was seen. They 
all went into action, giving three cheers, and re- 
. questing to be laid close alongside the enemy. 

' Enclosed I have the honour to send you a list 
of killed and wounded on board the Cotistitution« 
.and a report of the dAQ^^ges she has sustained y 
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also a list of the kiHed and wounded on board the 
enemy,' with his quarter bill, 8£c. 

I have ttie honour to be^ 

with very great respect, - . 

Sir, your obedient servant, 

ISAAC HULL, ' 

.The Honourahh PaulS^mUton, E$q^ 

Return of killed and wounded on board the 
United States' frigate Constitution, Isaac fi«ili| 
£sq. Captaiti, in the action with his Majesty's ^ip 
Ouerriere, James R. Dacres, Esf^, ' Captain, 09 
the 20th day of August, 1812. 

Killed. 

William S. Bush, first lieutenant of marines.-4- 
Jacob Sage, Robert Brice, John Brown, James 
Read, Caleb Smith, James Ashford, seaman. 

Wounded. 

Charles Morris, first lieutenant, dangerously .-*- 

John C. AylwiD, master, slightly. Richard Dunn^ 

\8eaman, dangerously. tJeoi^ge Reynolds, DaniM 

Lewis, Owen Taylor, ordinary seaman, danger^ 

ously. Francis Mullen, marine, slightly. 

Recapitulation. 

Killed. — One lieutenant of marines and six sea- 
men—Total killed, 7. 

Wounded, — -Two officers, fotir seamen, and one 
marine — ^Total wounded, 7. 

Total killed and wounded, 14. 

The loss on board the Guen'iere is stated to be' 
15 killed, 62 wounded, and 24 missing. 

Since the afiair of the Guerriere, Captain Htdl 
was employed in superintending the building of a 
seventy-four at Portsmouth, N. H. Captain Hull 
married a lady of Connecticut. He is. an able of- 
ficer, a good dfscifdinariaii, and an honour to the 
American service, in which he still continues. 
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COMUODORS 

JOHN ROD6ERS 

Was born in Harford <:ountj, Maryland, about 
the year 1765, of which his father was a respecta- 
ble citizen. He was bred to the sea, and even in 
the Revolutionarywar, although a youth, he rose 
befori- its termination, to a respectable rank in the 
American Navy. From the peace of 1783 to the 
establishment of the Navy, he was a commander of 
various vessels in ^he merchant semce. After the 
determination of the United States government to 
create a Naval establishment, he was among the 
first afipointed to command. 

In August, 1803, he commanded the frigates 
New-York and John Adams, (being the senior 
Captain) with the title of Commodore, and assist- 
ed Commodore Preble in inducing the Emperor 
of Morocco, whose conduct had assumed a hostile 
attitude towards the United States, to restore the 
Ajxierican vessels and other property then captur- 
ed or detained, and to compel him to renew the 
former treaty which existed between the two gov- 
eroments. He then returned, according to orders, 
with his command, to the United States. During 
the calm of years which succeeded the Barbary 
warfare, nothing occurred to bring the Commp- 
dore.on the public stage until the affair of the 
Little Belt. Pursuant to his instructions, Com- 
iDodpre Rogers, commanding the United States' 
frigate President, sailed on the lOthof May, 1811, 
(rom Annapolis for New-York. About midday 
on the 16th, within six leagues from land, he des* 
cried a sail to the eastward, standing towards 
bi na. The Commodore supposed her to be the Bri- 
tish frigate Guerriere, which it was supposed^ had 

voxo n. 25 
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a few days before, impressed a boy from on board 
an American brig, off Sandy Hook. He resolved, 
to speak her and induce, if possible, her command- 
er to restore the lad to his nation and to his free^ 
dom. Althoi:^ Captain Rogers saw at half past 
three that the President was gaining on the otheri 
it was not until it was too dark when the President 
came up with her, to discover to what nation she 
belonged, as she displayed no colours. The con- 
duct of tlxe commander of the strange vessel 
led to a rencontre, (he having refused to answer, 
when hailed, and fired upon the President) in 
which he lost 9 men killed and 22 wounded — lay- 
. ing by her all night to afford assistance, the Com- 
modore at day break dent on board to learn what 
vessel she was and who was her commander, and 
at the same time to offer any assistance that might 
be wanted. On the return of his ofScer, the Com- 
modore learnt that she was the British sloop of 
war Ldttle Belt, Bingham commander, who de- 
clined receiving any assistance* The account 
rendered to the British government by the com- 
mander of the Little Belt, was in a strain'of boast- 
ing and censure; but the modest narration of. 
Commodore Rogers, supported by his officers and 
men, obtained belief. None was killed on board 
of the President, and one boy only slightly wound- 
ed. The conduct of Rogers was approved by the 
American government, and the British cabinet had 
approbated on former occasions, conduct of her 
own officers, too infamous to take any notice of this 
affair. Affairs, however, between the United States 
and iBreat Britain were drawing to a crisis. The 
' British aggressions' on the neutral rights of the 
Uilite'd States were riot redressed — remonstrance 
wfift unavailing. The violation of the municipal 
laws of the American government was encouraged 
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i by Great Britain, who publicly contemned every 
\ right which appertained to the United States as a 
neutral nation. She ha(f carried on against thffm 
for some years, a war in disguise^ and the Con- 
gress of the United States, as a dernier resort, 
was obliged on the 18th of June, 1812, to author- 
ize a defensive warfare. This was formerly done, 
and on the 21st of the same month the fKgdtes 
President, (Coropiodore Rogers) Congress, and 
' brigs Hornet and Argus, sailed from New- York in 
quest of a British fleet of merchantmen, which h|id 
sailed from Jamaica for England the preceding 
montb. The Commodore learnt that this fleet, 
undler convoy, had passed four days before, and 
the American squadron crowded all sail for jlhe 
pursuit. Commodore Rogers, however, the next 
day wa^ induced to alter liis course in consequence 
of the appearance of the British frigate.Belvidere^ 
to which be gave chase. The British Captain 
' outsailed the Commodore' by stai'ting his water- 
casks, cutting away his auchors^ and throwing 
• overboard whatever he could spare, and escaped. 
In the pursuit^ one of the President's chase guns 
bursty and killed and wounded 16 of her men. 
Among the wounded was the Commodore himself, 
-whose leg was fractured. In the firing from the 
President, the Belvidere had one man killed and 
rix Avounded from the first shot. The Commodore 
gave up the chase and put into Boston, from 
whence he again put to sea on the Sth of October, 
in the President, accompanied by the frigates 
•United Staies^ and Congress, and brig Argus. On 
•*he 13th the frigate United States and brig Argus 
parted from the President and Congress in a gale. 
On the 15th, the President and Congress cap- 
tured the British Packet Swallow, having on 
%oacd specie to the amount of ^200,060 and gold 



286 BioGiuPHr or amsbicah 

dust «tq>posed to be worth $100,000. This prixe 
arrived safe into aa American port, and the pro- 
perty was deposited in one of the Banks, carri- 
ed in severa] waggons, under a naval escorL Oa 
the 31st, they captured a South Sea ship, laden 
with oiL The Galatea British frigate, which cob- 
voyed her and another, was chased but escaped 
by means of a heavy fog. The N3rmph frigate 
was afterwards descried and given «chase to, but 
escaped under cover of night. In this cruise the 
frigates President and Congress traversed more 
than 8,000 miles, and no other opportunity offer- 
ed thrir commanders to try their prowess than 
those enumerated. They returned to JBostoo, 
much chagrined, in con^quence^ on the last day 
of December, 1812. 

. The Commodore remained on shore until the 
23d of April, 1813, when he again put to sea from 
Boston, in the President frigate, accompanied by 
4he Congress, Captaia Smith, and cleared Pre- 
sident Roads on tiie 30th of the same month. In 
this his third cruise after the declaration of hos- 
tilities, he met with no vessel of equal force to 
contend with. He visited the coast of Bergen, 
Norway, Shetland Isles, and returned ^to New- 
port, Rhode-Island, on the 23d of September. — 
In this cruise he captured twelve vessels, the crewjs 
of which amounted to 271 persons. In his absence 
from the United States on this occasion, the burn- 
ing and' sacking of Havre-de-Grace, Maryland, 
took place under the command of the renotanea 
Admiral Cockburn who never faced an equal foe« 
The dwelling of the Commodore and bis mother 
shared the fate of the rest of the inhabitants. The 
Commodore was plundered of some of his Medi- 
terranean presents, received for his merits in the 
Barbary warfare. The schooner High Flyer^t 
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E*tivateer out of Baltimore, a renjarkaBly Fast sai- 
»r, had beea captured and converted intQ ^ ten- 
der, belonging to the British squadron oh the 
New England station. This vesseV the Commo- 
dore bad the good^ fortune to capture hy decoy, 
on the 22d of September, off Rhode-Isiand; ani 
M)tain possession of the private signals of the 
British navy ; and it is somewhat singular, if re- 

E' ort be true, that the sword which the British' 
lieutenant commanding the High flyer tender- 
ed to the Commodore on surrendering, was the' 
Gommodore^s , own aword, plundered from' his 
Iiouse in Havre-de- Grace, during the disgraceful 
and barbarous expedition of Cockbum, and which ' 
Kad been presented him in Sicily, for friendly and^ 
humane services to natives of that Islands 

Ever after the chase of the British- frigate Bel- 
videre, the Commodore never could find a British 
frigate of equal force with his own, unaccompaur 
ied with a seventy- four. Although in three crui- 
ses in search of the enemy, no opportunity pre- 
sented itself to signalize himself in combat^ yet 
from hid unwearied exertions he rendered his 
country signal services, and his reputation stood^ 
and yet stands, deservedly high in public estima^ 
tion. 

At the attack on Baltimore he, with his seainen,. 
comfiaaRded Fort Covington, and with Commo- 
dore Barney's flotilla-men in the six-gun battery^ 
These werie the first, during the night bombard- 
ment, who descried and repulsed a body of th^ 
British 1250 strong, who in 50 boats with muf- ' 
Aed. oars, utider the mantle of darkness, had pass- ! 
ed Fort M'Henry with scaling-ladders for landing, 
sind attacking it in the rear. 

During the siege Comthddore Rodgers was io? 
def^tfgatble in rendering all the aid- he was capa*< 

as* 
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ble of, for which he received public acknowledge* 
, ments and various testimonials of respect, among 
which was a splendid service of plate. 

On the return of peace, Congress constitoteda 
board of Commissioners of.the Navy, to relieve 
the Secretary of the Navy from a part of his dhi*- 
ties which it was judged the- public service woidd 
be benefitted, by transferring to this body. The 
Commodore was appointed one of these and con- 
tinues in the execution of the duties assigned ttim. 
In his person he is robust,, ver^ > strong, well 
built, broad-shouldered, and has every appear- 
ance of the weather-beatei^ seamed. W. Pinck« 
ney, the Ambassador of the United States at the 
Court of Baoi^sia, is married to bis sistecu 



LIEUTI^ANT 

ilUGtJSTUS C. LUDLOW. 

The Biography of a ypung^ officer who has not 
arrived; to chief command is generally barren of 
events which' can- attract- public notice^. The lim- 
ited sphere in which be must necessarily move 
precludes notoriety,. until some signal event brings 
.him befi>re the public 

Lieutenant Ludlow was a< native of Orange 
(bounty, State of New- York, where his> relatives 
reside. His mother united herself in a second 
marriage, to. a Mk W. Jones^ a native of Ireland, 
who followed the mercantile business. Young 
Ludlow, after having received his education, a- 
dopted the profession of a seamen , and very early 
entered a Midshipman in the United States' ser- 
vice, where, by his g^od conduct, he secured, u&i^ 
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fSrarsal esteem and rose to the rank of first lieu* 
tenant o( the United. States' frigate Chesapeake. 
The pirGumstance ,of the engagement between 
tKe British frigate Shannon and the U. S. frigate 
Chesapeake, the 2d of June, 181 3, which ended in 
the capture of the latter vissel, more particularly 
bdongs to the biogi^iaphy of her commander, Cap* 
tain Lawrence. Lieutenant Ludlow in the action 
was mortally wounded in. attempting to repel the 
enemy's boarders, and died a few days afterwards. 
The Chesapeake having been carried into Halir 
iax, Lieutenant. Ludlow, in .conjunction with hi& 
lamented commander, waS; buried with every mark 
of respect and honour due to a brave but unfor- 
tunate foe. Their remains were afterwards taken 
up,^ brought to the United States, and interred at 
!D^ew*York, amid the tears of relatives, friends and 
fellowK:itizens, who paid thus their last tribute o£ 
affection to the mortal remains of departecb 
worth. 



CAPTAIN 

JAMES BIDDLG, 

Is the son of Charles Biddle, Esq. of Philadel- 
phia, and was born on the 18th of February, 1783,. 
He was educated at- the Universitv of Pennsylva- 
nia. He obtained a> Midshipman -s warrant in the 

* Mr. Crowninshield, of SalenO) obtained a flag for 
the purpose, and sailed for Halifax — Haying obtained' 
the bodies c^ the deceased gallant officers, he return- 
ed to Salem) where everf tribute of respect was-puid' 
to.their remains^, which were then delivered over to* 
their friends and conyejed to Nc w-iCork% 



year ISOO— was on board of the Philad^hiaffP 
gate at the time she was taken by the Tripdlitam;. 
and sufierad a rigovous confinement of nineteen 
months. 

At the conclusion bfthe peace with the BasbaW 
of Tripoli, in which We release of prisoners Was- 
stipulated^ Mr.. Biddle returned' to the U. Stated 
with Captain Batnbridge. They landed at Nor« 
fl>Ik, and travelled thence by land to Pbiladel*^ 
phia, where they arrived in the month of Septenn 
ber, 1605. IVom this pefiod, Mr. Biddle, who. 
on bis release had been pt*omoted to a lieutenan* 
ey, was engaged in various situations until the 
breaking out of the War with Great Britain. He 
aruised for some time in a gun-boat on the south^^ 
em coast io'. company with the John Adams ; wa^ 
employed in surveying the harbour of Beaufort j 
from whence he came to Philadelphia, whefe after 
residing some time with his family, he obtained a: 
furloughylind made a voyage to China in a m^ 
chant ship« Chr his return, he was employed un- 
der Commodore Murcay in a flotilla of gun-boats^ 
enforcing the Embargo. No other service than 
that of the gun-boats was during this period open 
to our officers, as the Chesapeake was the only 
frigate in coijimrssion. 

In the year 1809, however^ the equipment of a 
number of vessels being autliorized, ^and Comiflo- 
dore Bainbridge appointed to the President, Mr^^ 
Biddle was assigned as his second Lieutenant.'— > 
In consequence of theirbeing no prospect of ac- 
tive service, Captsun Bainbridge, in 1810, obtain** 
ed a furlough^ and in consequence relinquished 
the comn^and of the President. Lieutenant Biddle 
was then ordered to take charge of the Syren from 
PUladelpbia to Hampton Ros^s, where he Joined 
the Coiu^tion^ Captaiil £Udi. From tfaence^io: 
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ez£ectation that tfaere would be an afiair betw^eit 
' a brttish frigate and the President, he went on 
board the latter vessel, which wa» short in her 
complenient of Lieatenants. Thi& expectation 
- waf founded on the irritation then subsistinjg, on 
account of that disgraceful event w\nch is known 
W the appellalion of the affair of the Chesapeake. 
The President sailed soon after, but met with no 
. British frigate. This vessel being laid up for the 
. winter at New-London, Mr. Biddle made a voy- 
age to Lisbon, ai^ on his return carried out des- 
patches to our miimter at Paris, where he remain- 
ed nearly four months. 

Mr. Biddle returned to Philadelphia, and used 
various other efforts to get kito active service, but 
though government was aware of his talents, and 
well disposed to grant his wishes, no opportunity 
occured, until the arrival of the Wasp, Captaia 
Jones, with despatches from our minister in France. 
* She was deficient in the necessary namber of offi- 
cers, and an order was forwarded from the Navy 
department for Mr. Biddle to join her as first 
Lieutenant. The Wasp proceeded to sea the 13th 
of October, 1812, and six days after fell in, with. 
' six sail of British merchantmen, four of them 
mounting from sixteen to eighteen guns, and car* 
rying from forty to fifty men each. It was imme* 
mately determined to attack the sloop of war un^ 
der whose convoy they were. 

On taking possession of the Frolic, Captain 
Jones placed her under the orders of Lieutenant' 
Biddle, who was directed to rig jury masts, in 
the room of her main and foremasts, that had 
£one over very soon after the action, and to mak^ 
the best of his way to a southern port of the Unit- 
ed States. Before they separated, however^ 
they baa the misfortune to fall in with the Poic- 
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bolb vesstls precluded every hope of escape or 
retistance, both werewirrendered. The Cspimf 
and oficers were carried to Bermada, released 
on their parole after a short detention, and re- 
tamed in s^Ss^y to the United States. 

On Ids being e»:haaged, Lieutenant J^dcRe 
was promoted to the rank of Mastisr-coBinJattd^kt 
in the navy, and asismnedthe command of aH tfie, 

Sn4MMts that were stationed in the Delairare^ 
t afterwardis "sncceeded Captain Lawrence in 
the coaunand of the Homet^hich vessel wa^ at 
first intended to join the Chesapeake in a cnnie- 
against the Britien trade to the Canadas. On the 
ciptare of that ever unlucky vessel, whose destiny 
outweighed even the vdiour and the fortunes of ^' 
Lawrence, Captain Biddle, pnrs<iam to subsc-* 
quent orders, joined the squadiEon itader Gommo* ~ 
mre Decatur, whicb was blockaded in the facuK 
bour of New>*LQndoii, by a soperior force of tWer ' 
*eiieniy, until, the conchislon of the war. ^ ' 

The sqnadron to. which Captain.Bid<Me belong- * 
red, renunaed in the harbour of New-London, m. 
rthe hope of getting out to sea daring the season ' 
of heavy-gaks; but when this had- passed« away, 
-without a&rding any opportunity, the two frl* ' 
-gates were moored as high up the river as possi- 
ble, anid dismantled; Commodore Decatur and 
his crew being transferred to ' the fVigate PresS- - 
dent Wbeathis^ arrangement had takett place, 
i^aad tiie^ season favourable for the en^my to make 
an attack on those vessel, if they had such, an in- 
tention, had passed away,* Captain Biddle fi^r^^ae- 
second tiwe applied' for, and obtained permlssicnt 
4o attempt his escape in ^efHomet. He succeed- 
^d^in evading the British' squadron, and joined 
a force at New-York,^ imended to cruise und* 



IS^mniodore Dee^r> in the Ea&t^lndjw. That 
o^cer weot to sea in the President, on the 14|ilh 
<of January, 1815, having, the slc^s of war Pea- 
<x>ck, Captain Warrington, and uornet, to cea- 
roy the stare-ship, which was not iu readiness to 
accompany them at that time. They did not get 
out until the 23d January, and separated a few 
days .after, in consequence of the Hornet chasing 
a ve^el, whicl), on being overhauled, proved a 
Portuguese. From this they proceeded singly 
for their first rendezvous, which was the Island 
of Trjstran d'Acunha. . 

On the morning of the 2Sd of March, at the 
moment the Hornet was preparing to s^nclior off 
that island, a sail hOve in sight, steering to the 
northward, with a fine breeze, and disappeared hi 
a few minutes behind a projectuig point of land« 
The Hornet immediately made sail, and on cleax^ 
ing the point, discovered the same vessel, bearing 
dofvo before the wind, when Captain Biddle shor- 
tened sail, and hove to for her to come up with 
fcim. . When the stranger got near, he began also 
to shorten sail, and took in his steering sails very 
clumsily for the purpose of practising a deception 
as it afterwards appeared. He also came down 
stern on, in order, as the officers afterwards ac- 
knowledged, that the Hornet should not see her 
broajdside and attempt to escape. The engage- 
ment cannot be better described than in the 
words of Captain Biddle's official letter. 

^* At Ih. 40m. p. M. says he, being nearly 
VFithin musket shot distance, she hauled her wind 
on the starboard tack, hoisted English colours, 
and fired a gun. We immediately lufled to, hoist- 
ed our ensign, and gave the enemy a broadside. 
The action being thus commenced, a quick and 
well directed^fire was kept up from this ship, the 
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eueoiy gr«d«aUy shifting nearer to us, when at Ib^ 
SSfn. he bore up apparently to run us on boarct 
As soon. a« I per^ived that he would certainly 
£aH on board, I, called the boarders, so as to be 
ready to repel any attempt to board us. At the 
instant ' every officer and man repaired to th^ 
quarter-deck, where the two vessels were coming 
in contact, and eagerly pressed me to permit 
them to board the enemy. • But this . I would not 
permit, as it was ^evident from the commencement 
of the action tliat our fire was greatly superior, 
both in quickness and effect. The ene^ny's bbW' 
sprit came in between our main and mizen rig-, 
ging, ofi the starboard side, which afforded him' 
an opportunity of boarding us if such bad been 
his design, but no attempt was made. There 
was a considerable swell on, and as the sea lifted 
us ahead, the enemy's bowsprit carried away our 
mlien :»hrouds, stern davits, and spankerrboom ; 
and iie hung upon our larboard quarter. At thi^ 
moment an officer who was afterwards recognised 
to be Mr. M 'Donald, the first Lieutenant, and the 
then coibmauding officer, called out that they had 
sun*endered. I directed Ihe marines and mus- 
ketry-men to cease firing, and while on the taffrail 
asking if they had surrendered, I received a 
wopnd in the neck. The enemy just then got 
clear of us, and his foremast and bowsprit being 
both gone, and perceiving us wearing to give him 
a fresh broadside, he again called out that he had 
surrendered. It was with difficulty I could re- 
strain my crew from firing into him again, as he 
A ^£r**'"^y fi"^d into us after having surrender- 
ed. *rom the firing of the .first gun, to the last 
time the enemy cried out he had surrendered, it 
Sh! t!T^^ twenty^wo mimites by the watch. 
She proved to be his Britjiniiic majesty^s brig 
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JPeDguin, faiounting sixteen tbirty-two pouikl car- 
ircMiades, two long twelves, and a twelve pound 
^arr^nade on the top-gallant forecastle, with 
swivels on the capstan, and on the tops. She had 
^ $pare port forward so as to fight both her long 
^uns of a side. ' She sailed from England in Sep- 
t:eniber last. She was shorter oli decii than this 
ship by two feet, but had greater length of keel^ 
greater breadth of beam, thicker sides and higher 
bulwarks than this ship, was in all respects a re- 
tnarkably fine vessel of her cliks. "The enemy 
Acknowledge a complement ^{ 1 32, twelve of them 
supernumerary marines from the Medway 74, re- 
'Ceived.on board in consequence of her being or* 
<lered to cruise for the American privateer Young 
WaSp. They acknowledged also a loss of 14 
killed and 28 wounded; but ]Mr, Mayo, who Was 
in charge of the prize, assures me that the num- 
ber of killed was certainly greater." -The Hornet 
had one killed and eleven wounded. Among the 
killed of the Penguin was CaptaSn Pickinson her 
<:onimander, who is represented to have been a 
deserving and favourite officer* Tfot a single 
round shot struck the hull of the Hornet, but her 
Sides were filled with grape, artd her sails and 
Ti^^\\\^ much cut. The Fenguin was so severely 
cut up, had lost so many of her spars, and those 
remaining were so crippled, that it was determine 
e^ not to attempt to send her In, and she was ac- 
cordingly scuttled. ^ 

A few days after this action. Captain Biddle 
was joined by Captain Warrington, in the Pea- 
cock, accompanied by the ship Tom Bowline, and 
as the Hoi:net required but few impairs, she was 
soon ready again for service. Having waited 
the appointed time at Tristan D'Acunha, without 
tJeing joined by the President, they converted the 
Tom bowline into a cartel, de^patche^Jierto.Su 

sou. II. 26 
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Salvador with the prisoners, and on the Ifkb of 
April, set sail for the Cape of Good Hope. Oa 
the 27th they saw a Strang:^ sail, to which they 
gave chase, but did not approach hear enongh-to 
ascertain what she was iintilihe afternoon of the 
next day, when the Pfeacock, being the he^most 
vessel, made signal that she was a ship of the line, 
and an enemy. On this the Hornet hauled upon 
a wind, and the enemy commenced a chase, which 
lasted flearly thirty-six hours, during which time 
he fired several times into the Hornet, at not more 
thsLQ a distance of three quarters of a mile. On 
this occasion Captain Bjddle displayed a degree 
of skill, perseverance and fortitude, highly hon- 
ourable to the character of (mr fiavy. 

The loss of her guns and various other articles 
of equipment, thrown overboapd during this chase, 
rendered it necessary jfor the Hornet to return to 
some port ^ atid as it would have been extremely 
hazardous to attempt getting home under sucfi 
circumstances, Captain Biddle determined to 
make for St. Salvador. His intention was to re* 
fit at that place, and continue his cruise ; but oa 
his arrival the^-e he learned the ratification <rf 
peace between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain, and proceeded in consequence to New- York, 
where be arrived t'he 30th of July* During bis 
absence he had been promoted to the ran]^ 
of post-captain ; and on bis return the citf* 
zens of New- York gave him a public dinner, wliilf 
those of Philadelphia, with their characterktic 
liberality, raised a subscription for a service of 
plate to be presented to him, in consideration of 
his public ser\ kes and private worth. A court of 
inquiry was held at his desire, to investigate the 
cause of the return of the Hornet, as well as the 
circumstances which led to the loss of her anna* 
ment| &c. and Captain Biddle was acquitted 
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merited coin{diineiits to. bis skill, and persevering 
gaHantry. 

Captain Biddle is of a middle size, perhaps a 
little 4»ek>w it, and slender in his make. Yet his 
eountenauice cmd deportment bespeak great spirit, 
animation, activity, and in'^'ligence. 



MAJOR-GENERAL 

HENKY DEARBORJf 

' Is a descendant from one of the first settlers of 
New-Hampshire, who emigrated from the couiity 
of X^vonskire, in England. 

He received a medical edncation under the in- 
struction of Doctor Hall Jackson, of Portsmouthi^ 
who was a distinguished surgeon in the revolu* 
tionary army, and justly celebrated as one of the 
Htost able physicians which New-England has pro- 
duced. Dearborn was settled in- practice of physic 
at Nottingharo-^qtiare in New-Hampshire, three 
years previous to the commencement of the rev^ 
chstionary war^ where, with several gentfemen of 
fli& lieigro&tRto^ bc'er»pioytd fctsieimre hotitV 
ia military exercises ; being convinced that the 
time was rapidly approaching, when the liberties 
of his country must either be shamefully surrender- 
ed,or boldly defended at the point of the sword. 

This band of associates were determined tO be 
prepared^ and equipped themselves for the last re- 
sort of freemen. ' » 
;? On the morning of the 20th of April, 1775, no- 
liee by an express was received of the affair of the 
pireceeding day at Lexington. He assembled with 
about sixty of the inhabitants of the town, and 
snade a rapid niovement for Cambridge, where 
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iimy amwd the next tnoroiog at stinrise-^^sv^ 
ing marcbed a distance of fifty-five miles in lew 
Aan twenty-^foar hours. After reniatiiitig several^ 
days, and there beiog no immediate ooca^ipn- for 
•their services, they returned* It beings deteHnhw 
ed thrat a number of i ^im^its should be immedi- 
ately raided for the common defence, Dearborn 
was appointed Captain, in the first New-Hamp- 
shire regiment, under the command of Colonel 
John Stark. Such was his popularity and the con^ 
fi(}ence of the people in his bravery and conduct^ 
that in ten days from the time he received his com^ 
mission, he enlisted a full company, and joined the 
Te$^mtat at Medford on the fifteaith iof May. 
Previous to the battle of Bunker^Hill, he was en* 
gaged in a skirmish on Hog-Island, wfaitfaer ha 
had been sent to pi^vent . the cattle and other 
^tock from being carried off by the British,^ and 
soon after took a part in an action with an anned 
vessel near Winnesimet Ferry. i 

On the morning of the ^opioiks sevefileenJA fd 
June^ information .was received that the Britiaq 
were preparii^ to come out from Boston, and 
stovro the works which bad been throwji' op 00 
BreedVHiU tiie^i^t bef<H^ by the ^anertcan* 

•1 he rejiment W wJ nvir w vths HiTwenea^^T^s tY&im^ 
diately paraded, and marcbed from Mystic to 
Charlesto^n Neck. 

Dearborn's company composed the flank gnards 
rf the regiment. They crossed the Neck ubdei! * 
railing fire from the British men of war, and the 
floating batteries, and having sustained some loss; 
arrived at Bunker's-Heights, The enemy were 
landing on th^ shore opposite Copp's*Hill, wheo 
Stark advanced and fi[>rmed his regiment on iHt 
declivity of Breed's-Hifl, in rear of a rail^fence, 
which ran from the redoubt, commanded by_the 
^laat Colonel Prescott, to Mystic riter* 
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ftction floon eommencedy and the Anterieanft stood 
tbeirtgrouod until their animutiition was entirely 
expended. Dearborn was posted' on the right of 
^e regiment, and being armed with. a. fusee, fired 
vegvAarly with his men. 

In September he vohinteered his* services to joini 
the expedition of Arnold up Kennebec river, and' 
through the wilderness to Quebec. He was per** 
mitted to sekct a company from the New-Hamp^ 
shire regiment for tliis arduous service. Thirty- 
two days were employed in traversing the hideous* 
wilderness, between the settlements on the Kenne* 
beck and the Ghaudiei^ river, during the incle*^ 
ment months of November and December, in whicir 
every hardship and fatigue of w4iich human nature^ 
is capable, was endured iadiscriminately, by the 
.olBcers and troops, and a large portion of them 
starved to* death. On the highlands, between the 
Kj^anebeck and St. Lawrence, the remnant of 
provisions was divided among the compares, wha 
^ere directed to makethe best of their way in se- 
parate divisions to the settlements on the Chau-- 
diere. The last fragment of Aed- in most of the 
campanies was soon consumed, and Dearborn wag 
reduced to the extremity of dividing his fav/Pt^ie^ 
dQg among his suffering men. When they reached 
the Chaudiere, from colds, extreme hardships an<i 
want of sustenance, his strength failed him, and h^ 
was unable to walk but a short distance, without 
wading into the: water to invigorate and stimulate 
his limbs. With great difficulty he reached a poOr* 
hut on the Chaudiere^. Mhen he told his men he^ 
could accompany them no further, and animated 
them forward to a glorious discbarge of their duty4 
His company left him with tears in their eyes, ex- 
pecting to see him no more. Dearborn was here- 
seized with a violent fever, during which his life 
l^^is despaired of for ten days ^without medicine^ 

26* 
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>itid with scarcely the necessaries oS commM HA. 
His fine constitution at last surmounted the disease, 
^nd as soon as be was able to travel he proceeded 
lb Point Levi in a steigh-^crossed over to W(^e'6 
Cove, and made his unexpected appearance at Ibe 
head of his company, a few days before the assaidt 
On Quebec. At four o'clock iti the morningi od- 
the thirty-first day of December, 1775, in a severe 
snow storm, and in a cKmute that vies with Nor- 
way in tempests and intense cotd, the attack was 
commenced. Dearborn Has attached to the corps 
under General Arnold, who. was wounded early ki 
the action and carried from the field. Lt. Col.. 
6reen succeeded in the command. They stormed 
the first barrier and entered the lower town. 
Hon^mery had already bled on immorlal 
ground, and his division having made a preripitate 
and most shameful retreat, as soon as their Gen- 
eral fell, the corps under Green was exposed to a 
sa]^in;«:*y but unavailing contest. 

From the windows of the houses, which being 
eonstrueted of stone, each was a castle, s»d from 
the tops of the pti^ets, a destructive fire was 
poured upon the assailants, which threatened ine- 
vitable aestruction to every one who should ap- 
pear in the streets. The American troops main* 
tained this desperate warfare until at last they 
were reduced to the necessity of surrendering in 
small parties. 

The whote corps led on by General Arnold, 
were killed or made prisoners of war. The offi- 
cers were put into rigid confinement, and every 
day were tau^itingly told, that in the spring they 
^ould be sent toEnglandy and hanged as rebels. 

In May 1776, Majors Meigs and Dearborn were 
permitted to return on their parole. They were 
aent round to Halifax in the frigate Niger, and 
treated wiUi the usual contumely and h^teiur oi 



Ibey were put on Vofti*<i another diip of wt^r, and 
the commander insUructed, by. Genei^sd .Howe, to 
tand them in som^ port in New-England* Afi^v 
the ship had cruised with them oa board for up* 
irard^ of thirty days, durii^ which period they 
0iet with the grossest insults, they were put qj^ 
jSibore in Penobscot bay, from whence they pro* 
.^eeded to Portland by land* 
.. In the ibre part of the following March, Dear-* 
bora was exchanged) and appointed a M^or to 
|he third New^Hampshire regiment, cpipmande^ 
bv Colonel Ale:iand(&r Scammel, and early ia 
l^ay arrived with the regiment at Tiqonderoga. 

On the 6th of July the post of Ticonderoga W9i$ 
^abandoned on the approach of General Bur^ 
goyne's army. General St. Clair retreated with 
^e main body of the troops, by land, through^ 
. Vj^rmont to Hudson river, near Saratoga, and 
soon after continued to retreat until the^army had^ 
crossed the Mohawk riv^, near its junctiop with, 
the Hudson^ where considerable reinibrcementf 
9vere met, and General Gat«s afusumed. th^ com* 
inand of the northern army^ 
t . Soon after the capture of the Bcitish detach*^ 
memt under Baum at Bennington^ by General 
Stftrk ; and the retreat of General St» Ledger 
from Foi*t Stanwix ;. General Gates advanced to 
ineet the enemy, who was encamped near S,aratQga« . 
.When the army arrived at Stillwateri a cocps of. 
light infantry was formed, by detachinents from, 
the line, consisting of five full /Companies, and the 
(Command given to Major D^iarborn, with orders ^ 
from General Gates to act in concert with Colonel- 
> Morgan^ s regiment of riflemen, which had joined < 
ihe army a few days previous* A stmpff position 
WAS selected, called Bemis'-Heights, and immedi-. 
atiply occupied by the American army, Th^ riftj- - 
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inen and Dearborn's corps, of light inlantry, en^ 
camped in advance of the left of the main line* 
The British army had advanced from Saratoga, 
and encamped on the bank of the river^ within 
three miles of General Gates' position^ 

On the morning of the 19th of September, the 
advanced pickets announced, that the right wing 
of the British army was in motion, when MorgM 
and Dearborn, who commanded seperate corps; 
received orders from General Arnold to make a 
forward' movement, to check the approaching co-» 
himn; These orders were promptly obeyed, and 
the advanced guard,* consisting oftories^ and other 
irregulars, was soon met and attached with spirit^ 
ifi which conflict they killed and wounded^ at<:on^ 
siderable number of the enemy, and made twenty* 
two prisoners'. The action soon sifter became 
general, and continaed until the dusk of the eve^ 
ning, on the same ground on which it commenced ^ 
neither part}' having retreated more than twenty, 
or thirty Pods$ and that alternately^ so that the. 
dead' of both armies * were mingled together* 

Dearborn, with his light corps, covered .the left: 
of the main line, while Morgan covered the righti 
The loss was severe on both. sides, and especially 
tn the New-Hampshire line. Lieutenant-Coloneik 
Adams and Golburn being killedj Dearborn was 
promoted to a Lieutenant-Golonel^ and was at 
that lime in the twenty-seventh year of bis age* 
As his light corps was constantly employed in re- 
connoitreing, frequent actions occiH*red between, 
tbe pickets and advanced parties of the enemy. 

In the campaign of 1778, Dearborn served with, 
the main army, and in the battle of Monmouth^, 
the spirited conduct, of Cilley's detached^ regi- 
ment, of which Dearborn was Lieutenant-Colo* 
Bel, attracted particularly the attention of the 
Commander?in-c.bief« . 
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Afidr. Lee had mad^ a precipilate. and uoe^r 
peeled retreat, Wa&bington, among other meas- 
les wfaidi he took ta check the advacnce of thcr 
British,. ordered Cilley's regtmeot to attack a boi» 
jiy of troops which w^e passing, through an or<^ 
e£ard on the* right wing of the enemy^ 
• The regiment, advanced under a heavr fire^ 
with a rapid step and shouldered arms. The en-^ 
«n V filed O0L and formed rm the edge of a mo« 
rass. The Americans wheeled to the right, re- 
eeived their second fire, , with shouldered armS| 
laafcked. up within eight rods,* dressed, gave n 
full fire ano charged bayonet. The British hav- 
ing sustained coillsiderable ioss^ fifed with precipii* 
tatiofi across the tnorftf s,. where they were pro* 
lected by the inain body o£ the enemy. 
.. Goiopel Dearborn was then despatched to th^ 
jCommander-io-cbief to ask. what further service 
jvas required ; when he approached, Washington 
f^uired, with evident pleasure at th^ gallani 
NQonduct, " what tmop$ etc Aose ?^* " FuU-bloode^ 
Yankees from New«Hanipshire| Sir^" replied Deaxv 
homy Wajsfaington expressed his approbation in 
jexplicit terms^ and directed that they should fall 
hiack and' refresh themselves, as the heat w,as very 

^^pressive" and ihe troops much fatigued. 

In the general orders o{ the nexi day, Wasb* 
iogton bestowed ^e highest commendation on the 
brilliant exploit of the regiment. 

In I '779) Dearbdrn ttc'eompani^: General Sulli- 
iran in his expedition againsi the Indians, and had 
ftt active share in the action of the 2Uth of Au^* 
•gpjst with the united forces of Tories and Indidnt 
at New-Town. Daring the campaign of 1780^ 
lie was with the main army in Jersey. 
- In 1781 lie was appointed Deputy Quarter-^ 
jffaster General, with the rank of Colonel, and 
served in that capacity with Washington's arm|^ 
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in Virginia. He was at the stege of Torirtowa^ 
and the capture of Lord €ornwallis and his army; 
Colonel Scamniel being- killed during the siege^ 
Dearborn succeeded to the command of the firsi 
New-Hampshire regiment, and was ordered to 
the frontier garrison at Saratoga daring the cam^ 
paign of 1782. In November he joined the army 
at New-burgh. 

After the American Independence was secured,, 
and acknowledged by the King of Great Britain^ 
Colonel Dearborn, witii his companions in arms;, 
who had survived the fatigues, hardships and dan- 
gers of the war, returned to the pursuitsof private 
Efe. ^ 

Tq June, 1784, he removed fronrNew-Hamp^ 
shire to Kennebeck, in the District of Maine.— lor 
1787, he was elected Brigadier-General of; the 
militia, and' soon after appointed a Major-Gene^ 
ral. President Washington appointed faiin Maiw 
shal for the District of Maine in the year 17891 
He was twice elected to represent the District of 
Kennebeck in the Congress of the United States;. 

On the accession of Mr^ Jefferson to the. Presi- 
dency, he was appointed Secretary of War, and 
continued in that office until March 18<^, wfaeti he 
resigned and was appointed Collector for Boston; 
and in February 1812, he received a commission 
as senior Major-General in the army of the United 
States. 

The shameftrt surrender of General Hull at 
Detroit, and subsequent unfortunate transacliont 
on the Niagara at Queenstown Heights, frustrat- 
ed the plans of the campaign of 1812. Notwith? 
fitanding these severe checks. General Dearbora 
did not relax in activity ; for as soon as be had 
ordered his army into winter-quarters at Platts- 
burgh and Burlington, he was unremittedly em- 
l^loyed in recruiting the army, and making pre*- 



MILITA&7 ANB NATAL HIRQES. &U 

jMratians for opening the campaign early, in the 
following spring. 

Previous to the General's departure from Alba- 
ny in the month of February, 1813, he had orderr 
ed Generals Lewis and Boyd to the Niagara 
frontier, directing the former to prepare boats 
and SC0WS9 erect batteries, and make -every ne- 
cessary arrangement for an attack and descent 
on Fort George. General Dearborn, after giv- 
ing these orders, repaired to Utica and Whites- 
lown, made there arrangements for the transpor- 
tation of troops down the Oswego to Sackett's 
Harbour, and gave the necessary directions rela- 
tive to all the military stores for the ensuing cam- 
paign. These accomplished, he proceeded to 
Sackett's Harbour, agreeably to a plan of operas 
lions which had been submitted to the consider- 
jation of the Secretary of War, and which was 
left to the discretion of Major-General Dearborn 
to carry into effect. 

' The projected plan was to capture and destroy 
Xiittle jork; this would give Commodore Chaun- 
cey the command of the lake, render it impossible 
to furnish their troops and Indians with stores, 
jand cut off aU communications between Kingston 
■^nd Maiden. 

The plan was disclosed at the harbour, only to 
£!ommodore Chaunceyand General Pike. Gen- 
eral Lewis, then at the Niagara, was also advised 
of the movement, and ordered to be in readiness 
for an immediate attack on Fort George. After 
the capture of York, tiie troops were to be trans- 

?orted to Niagara, and make an hisiant attack on 
'ort George. This being effected, the army was 
"to have been transported back to Sackett's Har- 
bour; from whence, with an additional number of 
troops collecting by previous orders, they wei'e to 
jjoaake an attack oa King&ton in its rear ; while 
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the fleet would baftertbetowro^ fortificadon^- tM 
the fleet io front. ^ 

With this system of operations in view, Gene* 
ral Dearborn sailed- with 1600 men, as soon^att 
the ice permitted' the fleet to leave the harbotikt 
York was taken 27th April, with ail the stores^ef 
the British army ; a ship of thirty guns bura^ 
.and the Duke of Oloue^ester, of A>m*teen guH 
made a prize* The Earl of Moira had previously 
sailed for Kingston. 

Upon the success of the first part of the expJ^ 
edition, General Dearborn sent an egress fo im 
form Generat Lewis what he had done, and to 
notify him of his intended arrival with the. army 
at Fort Niagara, at which post the General arriv* 
■ed a few days after ; when he learnt that Generad 
Ijewis was at' Judge Porter's, opposite Niagat^ 
falls, fourteen miles from his troops. Upon (w» 
ther inquiry, to the disappointment and mortific^^ 
tion of General Dearborn, it was further learnt, 
that no step bad been taken by General Lewis to 
prepare for the contemplated attack. The batte- 
ries were not even commenced ; the boats nece:!* 
«ary to make the descent' wcrje not furnished^ 
General Dearborn bad felt a previous attach- 
ment for General Lewis, and. out of respect to 
him, transmitted a letter to tlie Secretary of War, 
in which the violent storms were assigned a pub- 
lic reason for the delay of the movement, and 
postponement of the intended attack ; but lest 
improper advantage should be taken of this cir- 
cumstauce, to the prejudice of General Dearborn, 
(which afterwards proved to be the case,) anotSier 
letter was transmitted, which particala:rly detailed 
the real causes of the delay. 

The General thus circumstanced, knowiog tlte 
enemy would be reinforced before the boats to be 
built would be id readaess to pass over the araijr« 
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id^red'Commodcyre Chauneey to return to Sac- 
keti's Harbour, atid in the interim bring up 6ea- 
eni} iQbandler^s brigade. During this period, five 
batteries were erected above Fort Niagara, and. 
tbe boats which had been commenced were or- 
^red to be finished wirti alt expedition, and 
brought round to Four MiDe Creek; the last was< 
^ected^ on tbe river under the fire of five of the: 
enemy's batteries, without any loss; 

Imniediateiy on the return^ of the fleet with? 
General Chandler's brigade, the General issued^ 
an- o^der which never has been published, 'Uhat 
on the next day the troops should breakfast at two 
e'clock^strifee ten€s» at' three, and embark at four 
o'clock." The situation and position of the coun»- 
iry had' been previously -obtained^ by spies, the- 
place of landing designated, and tlie plan of at^ 
tack delineated; which was submitted to Generals* 
L^w^is, Chaudier, Winder and.Boyd, and met tlieir* 
fiiil approbation^ 

• £itces6]ve fatigues, and' frequent exposures to?* 
storms, had produced a violent fever, which ten< 
days pi'evious to the-sfttack on Fort George con- 
^ued Oeneral Dearborn to his bed. The mor- 
Kin^ after the general order was announced for 
^e attack. General I^wis called-onbtm and saidj, 
it would be inTpossible for the enemy to be em- 
barked-. General Dearborn- then having some* 
suspicions of the miUtary character and energy ot! 
General Lewis, replied the attack should beraade- 
as ordered ; that he was- prepared, and no fiirther 
delay would be allowed* 

The inorning oi tbe attack General Dfearborm 
wais mounted on his horse, by assistance, before- 
four o'clock, in opposition to- the opinion of his « 
physkians, and- against the remonstrances ofthe* 
olHcer# of the stalff; He rode to the place of em* 
llkfltrkation ; saw all the troops on board the fleet: 

27: 
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wdbMU; Geo«rmlLeipii,irk»lMda»ilttie4mie 
comnuoidf bow jEnI ««A Ut mpp^trmmotf aad ^9' 
pressed his great astooishiMal at tke noeipcclsjl 
rapidity witk which this tnowememt bad fceeniiladft 
This exi^rtioo had so exhausted Geoend Dearbern, 
that he was taken from his horse, led to a be«t» 
and conveyed OB board the Madisoow Onbiswai^ 
to Four Mile Creek, Dr. Mann, Hospital Surgeon 
.of the army, meeting General Deart>om^saftd lo 
hiukf ** I apprehend you do not intend to embark 
with the army." — ^The General replied, ^ J apfr&- 
hmd ik^ikiMg, sir; Igo imio imtUe^ 0rpm»hin4hi^ 

. From the first 4awB of d^, and while the army 
was embarking, a most tremendous fire of hot shdt 
and shells from Fort Niagara and tho^aow erect- 
ed batteries, waa opaiing on Fort Geoi^, and 
eontinued BOtit the Uock-honses, barracks and 
stores were enwraped in flames, and the^ guoi^ 
silenced. 

. General Dearborn, from his great exertioBs, ad- 
dMl to his ill state of bealtb, wa^nnable to snppoiit 
Umsdf more than fifteeivoir twenty minates on Us 
leet at a time t bat be was nevertheless frequently 
Up, watching these interesting movememts. -^thr 
troops bad all landed, when. General Lewis, (vfk^ 
i^ii to iim^preeeded the te$erve) still remained on 
board. His delay astonished General DearbwB, 
who^ exercising his nsual delicacy witii blm^.mo'e^ 
suggested to hhn, wbeU\er be ought not td lftB%. 
and then retired. Within twenty minutes, Gener- 
al Dearborn again came on deck, and fiodiog 
Cveneral Lewis still on h^^rd^ ordered bim to UsDdi. 
The enemy now bad fallen back between the village 
of Newark and Fort George. After Geoerat 
Lewis bad landed, one boar and a half had passed 
away, and four thousand men formed iO' order of 
bc^Ule wi^b. a £ine trfuo of a|:tUl^y* ^9iere 



jKtaiMi^g stiU, #hik fbe ^semy, tiot ttOre tlNk» 
^welvie hifadreA io nomlier, was mmiceuvriiig for » 
jielcei^.^ At thk mament, Gienerai DearbcMrn for^ 
^#t his debility, asd iotisled ou being carried oit 
.sbore ; bot li^ the strong solicitations of those 
About hkB^ was prevailed upoft to retBMQ omr 
board ; ^»d in ag'ony at tlie delay, sent his Depi»» 
ty^A<^titaiit-General, Beebe, to General Lewis, 
with orders ^^ to move instantly, surroaad tlie ejie- 
jny, and cut ihem up." Geoeral Lewis, even after 
Ibis order, waited ao hour before Generals Boyd^ 
Cbandlec and Scott, with aU Ibeir argameiit% 
could induce him to advance, and thea only to the 
aoiHh side of Newark, ^rhaps three fourths of a 
latle ft<o«i his firsi; position, ts&sre the Unt tvas ag$d% 
formiii and tomdmei^ until i/te eneam hetd retre^ied 
im ike rear of Fort Geotye, and look tbe route to 
Queenstown Heights. Colonel Scott, however^ 
-{Htr&iied the retreatiag broken araay without or* 
ders three miles, and would not desist ^in his pur- 
stilt,, until four aiA^-eamp of General Lewis had^ 
iioen. despatcbed to ol*der bis return^ Late tu the 
day, the ship Maifisoa moved up the Niagaras riv** 
er in front of Foitt Ge0rgj&, where General De«uv 
born was taken on shore aod carried totbis quar-^ 
iers much exhausted. Meeting with Genend 
Jyewis be expressed lits disapprobation of his con- 
duct, and ordered^ bijn. lo put the army in pursuit 
of the fsneoiy at ftve o'elock in the mormng.. 
Instead of which, he did not move until five o^clodL 
iatho afiieffioon. Upon bis arriv4il at Queens- 
town Jleights, be Teamt the etmtmy bad toade n. 
tWj^ movesmeat towards the head of Lake OHita* 
ti&i a few hours previous^ by the Boafrer Dan, and^ 
sent back a report to* this effect. 

On the morning of the l&tfa J«ily there was co»r 
siderable agttatioii in ^;aiiip in conseqitewce of a. 
seport that Geo. Dearborn bad received orders to 
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retire from the command of the army at Port 
George. This report, 'on enquiry, was found to 
be well grounded, and Gen. Boyd and all the 
field officers immediately assembled and addres- 
sed to the senior General warm and earnest soli- 
citations for him to remain in command ; to which 
be made a suitable reply. 

At one o'clock, the officers repaired to head 
quarters, to take leave of their chief, who had di- 
rected their successful eflforts in retrieving the hon- 
onr of the American arms, and who had been pres- 
ent with them in scenes ef privation and danger. 

There was no general ever gave a firmer ccun'' 
tenance to an army in the'' hour of danger than 
Gen. Dearborm Disdaining to court popularity, 
be liad acquired the confidence of every officer^ 
as fully appears by dieir ansolicitated expressions 
af it. 

As soon- as he reached Utica^ he sent a letter ta 
the President of the United Statej^ respecting his 
sudden' dismissal. 

Notwithstanding General Dearborn had re- 
quested not to be ordered on duty until his mili-^ 
tary conduct had been investigated' by a* com* 
petent military tribunal, a different course was 
pursued by the President. 

General Dearborn thought it very extraor* 
dinary, that he sb(»utd be called into servi<;e, he-^ 
fore the subject of his removal imm Fort George 
had been in vest .gutted. 

While in Albany during the Winter of 181S— 
14, -finding that his requ^t had n^t been granted^ 
he wrote a letter to<the Secretapy of War, datied> 
Albany, Janciary 2, 1614. 

Notwithstanding the unceasing efforts of Gren* 
eral- Dearborn to obtain a bearing, before a cou(l^ 
•fenqmry, that justice was not done him. 

MINIS.. ^ 
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